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n INE rſs Settlement of Chriſtianity i in A i if 
1 HEN the CHRISTIAN RELIGION. was firſt publiſhed 3 in the POTTY the 
| ants of Britain were Idolaters, as were the bulk of mankind. All 
3 that we can collect with any degree of certain! concerning them is, that they 
had gio rites and ceremonies diſtinguiſhed: by ſome peculiarities fram thoſe of 
' he neighbouring Nations, and that the Druids their chief guides in religious matters, 
. werealſo intruſted with the direction of their civil affairs; in which there was a near | 
1 conformity between them and the ancient Gauls : But their religious tenets being, „„ 
- It is ſaid, never committed to writing; it is no wonder if at this | Ws 
£ edge of them, and their rites and ceremonies, only from ob 4 
: and uncertain conjectures, J ͤ Rnd ⁵ 6! nn 
Tux particular Time when theſe and other errors of Heatheniſm began to be 3 
| tirpated by the preaching of the Goſpel, has been the ſubject of controverſy mal 
Voeral learned men of our own nation; among whom are Biſhop Godin, Mr. Camden, — 
0 chbiſhop Uſher,+ and Biſhop Stillingfleet.5 Moſt of our Church Hiſtorians, 7 
-  ._ *Gildz Hiſt. - p. 12. Ed. Gale. De Prefulibus Angle, p. 2. Ed. Ri .\-5Bricannia. 
8 | - ; . 8 . Z . 2 : | | 5 TY Roh : þ 4 : 85 : 


wv» > 
8 


. employed by that Emperor to ſearch what publick records were r m 


5 Biſhop see - and others. ; ; : 


THE FIRST SETTLEMENT. or n 


be 5 


muh eG 


Biſhop Sailing rer undertook that province of enquiry, had arried t 


event ſo high as the reign of the Emperor Tiberius: an opinion, by no means conſo- 
- nant either to the circumſtances of the Britiſb affairs at that time, or to the Scriptural 

account of the ſpreadin g of the Goſpel: Accordingly. ' Biſhop Stillingfleet reſolves'it 
into a miſtake concerning the ſenſe of a paſſage cited from Gildas the Britiſh Hiſto- 


rian, whoſe words rightly underſtood, evidently place the bringing. in of the Goſpel 


at a later period, namely, after the triumph of Claudius Caſar over the Britons, and 
before the middle of the Emperor Nero's reign, i. e. between A. D. 44. and 61. during | 
which interval Bivtain was reduced to a Roman Province, and a communication opened 
between the Roman Empire and Britain: : which Fourth WO pa y contribute 
to the extenſion of the Goſpel in theſe parts. 55 


THAT St. Peter firſt preached the Goſpel here, has ww cha by FRO Writers = 


| : of the Church of Rome; but the teſtimonies are modern and inſufficient: 225 Biſhop Still. 


ingfleet favours the opinion, which aſcribes the firſt preaching of the Goſpel! in Britain 
to St. Paul; and this upon arguments by no means deſtitute of great probability. Thus 


much is certain, that the Goſpel was by the Apoſtles themſelves and their aſſiſtants | 5 


publiſhed throughout moſt parts of the known world: And though neither the firſt 


planting of Chriſtianity 1 in Britain, nor the gradual increaſe and progreſs of it after- 
wards, are any where diſtinctly recorded in a regular ſeries of Hiſtory ; yet there is ſuf- 
ficient evidence to be met with in the earlieſt Chriſtian Writers, who have had occa- 


fion to ſpeak of the State of Religion 1 in their ſeveral times, that the Goſpel was receiv- 
ed in Britain very early, that 1 is, in or near the times of the Apoſtles. Clemens Romanus, 


one of St. Pauls companions in the work of the Goſpel, and one of the earlieſt 


Writers in the Chriſtian Church, who flouriſhed A. D. 65. in his account of St. 
Paul's travels, informs us, that he preached the Goſpel in the utmoſt bounds of che 
Weſt; an expreſſion, commonly uſed and underſtood in thoſe times for the Britiſh 5 
Iſlands: 3 and Euſebius, a learned · and diligent Hiſtorian under Conſtants anc 


efcaped in the ſeveral perſecutions, on purpoſe to write the Hifto 


Church, expreſlly affirms, that ſome of the Apoſtles in their travels e he 


ocean, arrived at the Britiſb Illes. Tertullian, who flouriſhed about the year 200. 
fpeaks of it as a fact well known in his time, that the Ch 


* 


re even the Roman arms could not penetrate,s To the fame purpoſe many mort 5 
are cited from very antient 88 840 5 the N n PS 


+ 5 : 


THis however muſt not be fo ſtrictly underftood, as if the whole country as TY 


early converted to the Faith; but only, that Chriſtianity was firſt planted” here, and | 
that many converts were made i in the Apoſtles days: It's progrels, after it was once 


a, e a the math i eee 


1 oſha Brie. 0 1. p. 4. Baris, A. D. 50. Crefly Ch. Hiſt. of Brit, book: ch, 6. 1 
Brit. cap. r. p. 38. Euſeb. Demonſt. Evang; lib. iii. cap. 7. 5 Britannorum inacceſſ 


| rhe er 2 
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2 he 


Sa 


: tian Religion had made YJ 
| it's way into ſome parts of Brizain, which remained unconquered by the Romans, ant 


'* CHRISTIANITY IN BRITAIN. „ 


* though i it ſeems to have received no countenance or W from the 
Civil Power, till towards the end of the 2d Century; and that was on the converſion 
of the Britiſh King Lucius, i the firſt King we meet with in Hiſtory that was publickly 
baptized and profeſſed himſelf a Chriſtian. Such an event could not fail of having 
_ conſiderable influence in promoting the intereſts. of Chriſtianity. It muſt however 
be confeſſed, that little is found in Hiſtory concerning the ſtate of the Brizzfo Church in 
the times immediately ſucceeding: Poſſibly the records of thoſe times might be deſtroy :- | 
ed in the Dioclefian perſecution; for nothing material occurs concerning the Chriſtians „ 
in Britain till the beginning of the 4th Century, the laſt year of that e reign, | 
A. D. 303. when we find they then had their ſhare in it." _ 
How violent and extenſive ſoever the former perſecutions begun and carried on 
"by ſeveral other Roman Emperors againſt the Chriſtians had been; that only under Dro- 
 Clefian ſeems to have reached the Britiſb Church: the names of ſome few of the many 
Martyrs who then ſuffered, are recorded in r among which are St. Allan a 
native of Verulam, then a Roman Colony, ſituate near where the Town of St. Ahbant 
now ſtands, reckoned the firſt Britiſb Martyr; dl un and Julius at Caerleon in 
- Wales The Jear following, Conſtantius and Galerius were declared Emperors; and Con» 
ftantius put an entire ſtop to that perſecution in Britain, and Gaul, and all other Pro- 
vinces under his government. He alſo made Britain the chief place of his reſidenſe. 
and thereby ſecured the Chriſtians who lived under him in peace and tranquillity, e 
Having reigned not quite two years he died at York, A. D. 306. or 305. having firſt ap- 
pointed his Son Conſtanti ne to ſucceed him; and the Army ſupporting his title and 
claim, he was accordingly proclaimed Emperor, firſt in Britain, 4 and afterwards in all! 
the other Provinces. No ſooner was Cunſtantinę inveſted with the Imperial Dignity, but f 
he openly declared himſelf in favour of the Chriſtians, and gave them liberty in the | 
| Profeſſion of their Religion, encouraged them to repair their Churches, which had 
5 been deſtroyed in the late perſecution, and to build others in all parts of his dominion. 
__- FROM this memorable Æra then, are we to date the civil eſtabliſhment of Chriſtia- 
nity not only in Britain, but in all the other Provinces of the Roman Empire. For it 
Was * this Emperor's Edicts, that the Biſhops and Fathers of the Church were firſt 
together, to tend We intereſts of Religion, and provide for the ſecurity, order, 
uillity of the Chriſtian Church; Laws were now firſt made for the — 
and ma eee it's Miniſters; and the Canons relating to it's Doctrine 1 
and Diſcipline were confirmed by the Imperial authority, and ordered to be ond A 
throughout the Empire; many ſumptuous Churches were erected about this time in -/ 
| Serum, Hre, and Conflantineple, and other large cities of the Empire; all which he 
berally endowed and adorned with the greateſt dane and magnificence. N * 
Wrrn reſpect to Britain, probably his native „and certainly the TO 0, „ 
„ whe was firſt faluted Emperor, it can hardly be 3 but Conſtantine exerted _ e 6:2 
* his zeal in promoting the intereſt of Religion there, as well as in the other Provinces © © 
| wo move indeed no account of the panticular effects of Wt in Churches founced and EE 
ue t Satin, ge ue Anti rern. does Hf: git s 
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endowed by him there; but the ſettled ſtate of the Chriſtian Religion in Wed 5 
may be collected from thoſe general accounts that are recorded by Gildas, and Bede, 
and other antient Hiſtorians: and that the Britiſo Church was not overlooked by 
him, appears evident from the Subſcriptions to the Council of Arles,: A. D. 314. 
ſummoned by the Emperor's authority; at which were preſent three of the Briti/h 
Biſhops, Eborius Biſhop of York, Reſtitutus of London, and Adelphius another Britiſh 
Biſhop whoſe See is uncertain, but Biſhop Stillingſteet with great probability conjec- 
tures was Caerleon in Wales ;3 — one Biſhop out of each of thoſe Provinces into which 
Britain was divided at that time; agreeable to the form of a Summons to that Coun- 
cil, which is ſtill extant in Euſebius. 1 And in ſeveral other Councils held in the reign. 
| of Conſtantine and his immediate Succeſſors, the preſence: of the Britif Biſhops is ſuffi- - 
ciently atteſted by contemporary writers, as cited by moſt of our Church Hiſtorians; 
— particularly at the Council of Nice in Bithynia,s A. D. 325. at the Council of Sardis. 
in Thrace,s A. p. 347. and at the Council of Ariminum in Taly, A. D. 359. ſummoned 
by the Emperor Conſtantius: In this laſt Council it is remarkable, that the expences 
of all the Biſhops were ordered to be defrayed out of the publick treaſury; but thoſe 
of Aquitain, France, and Britain choſe rather to bear their own charges, than to be 
a burden to the publick; except three of the Britiſb Biſhops, who accepted the Em- 
peror's allowance;7 whence it appears that there were ſeyeral other Britiſb Biſhops 
preſent at that Council, though the names and number of them are omitted. 
- FroM all which it is evident, that Paganiſm was now generally aboliſhed, and 
| that the Chriſtian Religion, from the time of it's early introduction into Britain, had 
continually gained ground, and ſpread itſelf through all that part of it now called . 
England; and according to the reports of Hiſtory, was during the greateſt part of 
this Century in a flouriſhing condition, orthodox in it's Profeſli on of the os; and 
—_ Wk the unn abroad for the n of 1 it's e „ 


F = 5 8 
7 rhe Ruin of the Britiſh Church by the Saxons. © 


| 4 : HE Pigs, who were the inhabitants of the moſt Northern parts "of | Britain, bad | | 
never been wholly ſubdued by the Romans; but, joining in- confederacy with 


* 


the Soots, who came over to them from Ireland, had taken all occaſions of invading 
and haraſſing the Provincial Britons. About the beginning of the 5th Century, they. | 


began again to be more frequent in their i irruptions into the Provinces:;' At the ſame : 
time the Raman Empire itſelf, having been weakened and greatly impaired in the 
Weſtern parts, by Conftantine's removing the imperial Seat from Rome to Byzantium 


or. Conſtantinople, became more expoſed to the Saxons, and Franks, who jaining- with VM 


their neighbouring States began an attack on the Roman Provinces in Gaul; the Goths 
_ and Vandals, * . dana Nations, about the . time 8 

5 e into : 
15 „ Gilde Hiſt. p. 12. Bede Hiſt Eccl. bs x. cap.8. 2 Cave Hift, Liter. vol. l 


Biit. ca p. i. p. 75. Euſebii Hiſt. Eccleſ. lib. x. cap. g. 5 Euſebius * onſtantini, 18. 
9 1385 R N WWW ES 5 
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” 9 and thus an unnatural alliance Formed heme the Suren n and 


185 br THE SANS. 5 
into the Koart of Fr Aleric King of the Goths laid "ay to Rome, and ide him 


ſelf maſter of it in the year 410. 


Tusk calamities in the Empire were 155 3 more fnGbly felt in Britain as the : 


Britiſh youth had been carried over from time to time in ſo great numbers to recruit 
the Armies in foreign parts; that it was in a manner quite exhauſted of it's natural 
ſtrength ; the Roman Legions alſo uſually ſtationed here, being withdrawn, the Iſland 
was left in a very defenceleſs ſtate, - Finding themſelves thus deſerted by the Romans, 
the Britons, as the means of their ſafety, reſolved to ſet up Princes of their own: but 
diviſions and diſorders prevailing in their Councils, they who were elected and inveſted 
with the ſupreme authority, proved generally unſucceſsful, and were ſoon depoſed and 
murdered. The Empire, attacked on every ſide, was too much embarraſſed to defend 


all it's diſtant provinces; ſome forces indeed had been ſent to the relief of Britain, but 


were ſoon ordered back to the continent; the efforts therefore made to preſerve it, 


afforded only a temporary relief, but no laſting advantage againſt an enemy on their 
borders, ever watchful, and ready to take the field again when opportunity offered. 
Nor long after, a reſolution was taken by the Romans entirely to abandon the Iſland: 2 


they put it however into the beſt poſture of defence that time and circumſtances 


would allow ; and aſſiſted the Britons with all their ſoldiers to repair the wall, formerly 


made for a barrier againſt their enemies; exhorting them to behave like men, and 


bravely to defend themſelves, their liberty, and their country; and then took their 
laſt farewel, and embarked their forces for the continent. This memorable event, 


which put an end to the Roman Empire in Britain, is placed by ſome Hiſtorians in 
the year 422. by others a few years later. No ſooner were the Picts and Scots in- 
formed of the departure of the Romans, but they returned in greater numbers than 


ever from Scotland and Ireland, and attacked the Britons placed on the wall, which 
they had not courage to defend; took poſſeſſion of their Cities, and extended their 


d throughout the country, without meeting with any oppoſition. {1 | 


Tus diſtreſſed for ſeveral years by their enemies, deſerted by the Romans, and re- 


duced to extremity by famine; many of them ſubmitted to ſlavery; others more 
reſolute retired with their arms to mountains, caves, and woods, and became oceaſion- 


ally the ſucceſsful avengers of their country, and reſtorers of i it 8 ai e e But peace, 


and plenty, and ſecurity produced by degrees among the Britons the uſual effects of in- 


dolence, vice, and irreligion; which ſoon opened the way for a more efficacious irruption 


of their old enemies, the Pifs and Scots; and as if Providence had now quite deſerted 
them, and given them up to deſtruction, 3 under Vortigern their King, they took a mea- 
ſure for their preſervation , of all others the moſt infamous and pernicious; and that 


was inviting over the Saxons to their aſſiſtance. The Saxons were Pagans, barbarous, 
and uncivilized; bit hardy and warlike: they were inhabitants of the Northern parts 


of Germany, whence they. frequently made excurſions both by ſea and land, being uſed 
zed their valour in ſeveral expedi- | 


to piracy and plunder; and had formerly ſ gn 
tions againſt Britain. Ambaſſadors were accordingly ſent; ; their offer and terms readily 
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6 THE RUIN or THE BRITISH CHURCH. 
the Pagan Saxons, who doubtleſs were pleaſed with fo favourable an entrance into a 


Country they had formerly invaded, and en they now probably hoped one day 


to eſtabliſh themſelves. 


ITE firſt body of Sexont iba 75 Brivain Salk at the Ihe of Thanet in In the 
year 449. or the following year, under the conduct of Hengift and Hor/a, deſcendants | 
of the famous Woden,. from whom all the Saxon Princes claim their deſcent. The 


number of theſe forces is not mentioned; but as they came over only in three Fe 


it could not be very conſiderable. However, the ſucceſs they met with in their- firſt 
engagement with the Picks and Scots, furniſhed them with plauſible reaſons for aug- 
menting their forces; and with the conſent of Vortigern, another body of Saxons was 
ſent for, and arrived the next year; and two years after a much larger ſupply of 


them arrived in Mie by which, means their nun bers. increaſed ſo as to form a 


very large army. . 
Ap now the 8 on [thoir e oa 5 8 . real he 


fignsz fir of all, by quarrelling with the natives on account of their allowance of 


proviſions, and demanding an increaſe of them; afterwards: threatening to break thz 


league, and to lay the Country waſte if their demands were not complied with.! 
Theſe threats were ſoon followed by open acts of hoſtility on the part of the Suns, 


' who ſuddenly turning their arms againſt thoſe whom they had engaę 


laid the foundation of a long and bloody war, which laſted more than one Century, 
and ended in the deſtruction of OT _ Sem pages aber fon of 
eſtabliſhed 1 in Brita s. e 
- THE horrible devaſtation the Sazone 50 this t time both. Gildes 3 
to the burning of Jeruſalem by the Chaldeans, and aſcribe it to the juſt judgment of _ 
Jod, for the fins of the inhabitants; 5 5 and inform us, ee That by the hands of theſe 
* Pagans a fire was kindled which executed the vengeance of e ee pre of the : 
<< people, and devoured: from the Eaſtern to the Weſtern Sea: Cities 
<. buildings: publick as well as private were burnt down and. deſthoy 


my . eas ns re 
<«. ed in one common ruin with the peo : 
©. to eſcape the general maſſacre had-fled to the mountains, were there taken and 


„ and none left to bury them: ſome, who | 


<«. ſlaughtered; others ſurrendering themſelves to the enemy, were glad eee! 
< for their lives, with the loſs of liberty, and to avoid periſhing by hunger; 


_ < embarked and went over into foreign parts; but others, L to leave : 
-<« their native country, betook themſelves to the _— » uns s or woods eerst where 


4 they lived in great anxiety and continual fear. fi 
TE land was at this time fo completely A de 


FFF rem the fea again, * 
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; of 18 not * Don this receſs of the enemy, the Hite * to take courage 
and aſſemble their ſcattered remains; and having firſt implored the protection of 
heaven, united under the conduct of Aurelius Ambreſius, marched to attack the enemy, 
probably before they had time to collect their Tr, ny by the e of God 
obtained a Victory. e 

FROM this time the war was War on a erbat while with. various faced; ſome- 
times the Britons and ſometimes the Saxons prevailing. Nevertheleſs, the Britons reaped 
but little advantage from their victories; their numbers decreaſing by the havock of 


war; and many of them continually paſſing over the ſea to their countrymen ſettled 


in Britany; whilſt the Saxons were conſtantly receiving freſh ſupplies from their own 
Country, and the bordering ſtates of the Angles and Jutes, who kept flowing in, and poſ- 
ſeſſed themſelves of the parts relinquifhed by the Britons. Towards the latter end of 


the 6th Century, after numberleſs attempts to recover the Countries they had loſt, all 


their efforts proving ineffectual, the Britons were driven into the Weſtern parts; and 
being there confined within very narrow bounds, were haraſſed on all ſides by their 
enemies, and forced at length to take refuge in the mountainous and rocky Countries 
of Wales, and parts of Devon, and Cormwall; leavin g the Saxons, Angles, and Futes, Ma- 
ſters of all the beſt of what is now called England; where they had by degrees erected 


+4 ſeven ſeparate States or Kingdoms, fince known by the name of the Heptarchy. 


As to the Britiſh Church; the Saxon Kings, being all of them Pagans, perſecuted 5 
5 the Chriſtians, and: exerciſed all manner of cruelty. towards them, and endeavoured 
the utter ſubverſion of the Chriſtian name and worſhip ;* their Churches were de- 


ſtroyed, or converted into Pagan Temples, and the Pagan worſhip ſet up in all 
places ſubject to the Saxons: Many of the Britons retired into thoſe parts of the Iſland 


into which the Saxen arms could not penetrate; and it is particularly recorded of 


T heonus ' Archbiſhop. of London, and Thadrocus Archbi ſhop. of York, that after they 


25 had ſeen all the Churches within their Provinces deſtroyed to the ground, they re- 
tired in the year 5386. with their e whe "had en thoſe W e 


7 into Wales yd e, | 


5 Excl 5 5 bf. = 15 ch he ey 7 4s rr „ Des” 
* « ; 7H I LST v Chuiltianity was thus loſing ground 1 in Britain, ſome Ga ad- 


was Ordained Biſhop by Pope Celeftine, and ſent to convert the Scots in Treland;+ but 
dying within a year, he was ſucceeded in that Office the year following by Saint 


Parrict; who is generally accounted by Hiſtorians the Apoftle of that Country: his 
__ Father Was of the Britiſh Nobility,s whoſe Name was Calpburnius, and his Mother's 
bp Conche or Conceſſa, Siſter of St. Martin Biſhop of Tours; under whom he had the firſt | 


= 8 t of bis ee and afterwards {aged St. Germanus 1 of Auxerre i in Free 3 
1 1 


Match. Weſtin. ad annum 90835 ee Fedefis, bert Wbjagatl, Mf. I WO 1 Sos 


ad confuſionem nominis Chriſti quam ad gloriam faciebant. Nempe ex eis Deorum ſuorum 


5 5 42 facientes, profanis ſuis reti ſancta Dei altaria pollucrunt.” Ibid, - 3 Matth. Weſt mon. " 
_ 9 ne 2 * Brit: ei. 1 yol.i. p.331. 


vances were made towards ſpreading it in Ireland. In the year 431. Pallagius | 


5 THE : CONVERSION: OF. THE SAXONS. 


he travelled to Rome, where the fame of his learnin g and piety increaſing, he was em- 
ployed by Celeftine to proſecute the work begun by Palladius of converting Ireland 
to the Chriſtian faith; and was to that end inveſted with the title of Archbiſhop of 
the Scots. The ſucceſs of his miſſion was indeed very great; for by his indefatigable 
labours, during the whole time of his miniſtry, which was ſixty years, and by his g 
powerful preachin g and exemplary life, he quite extirpated Idolatry, and eſtabliſhed —- 
_ Chriſtianity in its room: He is ſaid to have erected ſeveral Biſhopricks, and to have 
fixed the Metropolitan See at Armagh; ;2 and died in the year 493. The South Pitts 
who inhabited” that part of Scotland neaxeſt the Britons, had been converted to the 


faith ſomewhat earlier by St. Ninian a Briton ;3 his See was fixed.at Vbitbern or Can- 


dida, Caſa in Galloway, which was afterwards part of the Kin gdom of Northumberland. 
But the Pi#s, who inhabited the moſt Northern parts of the Iſland, continued Pagans 
till the year 565. when St. Columba, Founder of the famous "Monaſtery of Dearmach- / 
in Treland, brought ſome Monks thence; and having obtained of thoſe people the-Ifle 
of His a, founded a Monaſtery there, and converted Bridius their King and All that 
Nation to the faith of Chriſt. 4 Columba ſpent thirty-two. years in 1 0 miniſtry : after 
his arrival, and died A.D. 597. in the 77th year of his age, and was there buried. 
TE Saxons were now in poſſeſſion of the greateſt part of what is at this day called 
Ee the Chriſtian Churches were all deſtroyed, or converted into Heathen 
_ - Temples; 5 and Paganiſm ſeemed to be firmly eſtabliſhed ; among them: : when it 
pleaſed God to open a way to the re- eſtabliſnment of the Goſpel, by a concurrence of . 
| ſeveral favourable circumſtances, all tending under the direction of Providence, to 


bring about that great event. The Nations about them, the French, the Scors in Te- 


land, and the Pids who inh bited the Northern parts of Britain, and had lately been 


converted, were 994 2 to give 1 their afſiſtance i in the Converſion of the Saxons, 2 as s ſoon . 


Kings then teigning in Britain, for political Teal” 154 weed ſome f ew 7 years 8 
before, a Chriſtian Princeſs whoſe name was Bertha, Daughter of cue King « of the 


Franks, and Ni iece to Clethair the F irſt: The profeſſion and practice of her Religion 5 I 
Pere ſecured to her by Articles of Marriage; to this end the had brought over with 
her a Chriſtian Biſhop, whoſe name was Fs ROT? for her ſpiritual Guide and Director. 


The Queen and her family uſed to attend divine ſervice in an old Church, built whilſt 5 


the Romans were in Britain, on the Eaſt fide of the City of Canterbury, dedicated _— 


the honour of St. Martin: 6 ſo that the Chriſtian Religion was now. publickly profeſſed | 


in the Capital city of that Kingdom. . At this time Auguſtin, and ſome other MIC. ' 


8 aries, ſent from Nome by- Pope Gregory the Great, to endeavour the converſion of 


the Saxons, arrived in Britain. The information and knowledge that King Ethelbert | 5 


; 'S | 25 2 


muſt have acquired from the Queen and her attendants concerning the C 


Religion, doubtleſs, at firſt inſpired the King her huſband with. favourable ſentiments 7 : ; 
of it, and occaſioned that kind reception theſe Miſſionaries met with at their arrival; ; * = 


£4 2 0 opened the. 3 15 the converſion of the Kang and his Oh: 8 


Tr TY — 200 an. 386.  *Boder fi Ber ib * 
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THE COMTER SIO: or THE SAZONS. 9 


Ir e VR that they arrived and landed in the Ve of Manet; and im- 
mediately ſent their interpreters which they had brought with them from France, to 
notify their arrival to the King, and to inform him They were come as far as from 
Rome to impart to him a meſſage. of the higheſt importance, and which aſſured to 
ce thoſe who effectualiy ee to it, no leſs than everlaſting happineſs with the living | 
and true God in Heaven. On receiving this information, the King ordered them | 
to ſtay in the ſame Iſland, 5 they ſnould hear further from him; and i in the mean 
Rn gave directions for their being provided with every thing they had occaſion for. 
A few days after the King came into the Iſland, and being ſeated abroad i in the 
open air, the Miſſionaries were ordered to attend: — they accordingly ſet out in ſolemn 
proceſſion, carrying before them a ſilver Croſs, and the effigies of our Lord and Say 
- mourn. painting, and in this manner were introduced into his preſence. There 
Auguſtin, by the King's permiſſion, firſt preached the Goſpel to him and his attendants : 
and when he had ended his diſcourſe, the King replyed to this effect; . Your words 
and promiſes are very fair; yet as they are new and uncertain; 1 cannot give my 
60 aſſent to them, and relinquiſh the Religion which J and the whole Engli 18N| ation _ 
e have ſo long. profeſſed. — However, ſince you have taken this long j journey on'my 
« account, and are deſirous to communicate to us hat you think to be true, and very 
1 adyantageous to us; we ſhall regard you as friends, and as ſuch entertain you 3 
neither do we forbid your. preaching to our Subjects, and gaining as many as you 
t can to. .your- Religion. After which they were diſmiſſed. And it was not long be- „ 
1 the King, purſuant to his promiſe, gave them an habitation in the City o of Can- | w 
2 ſettled their appointment of diet and all kinds of neceſſaries, and renewed | : 2 
licenc Ie for r ching the Goſpel to his people. As ſoon as theſe Miſſionaries 
heir new habitation, they began to regulate. their manner of living 
after the pattern ade the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, in frequent prayer, watch» =_ 
nung and ling and other religig 16:exexrciſes, and preaching the Goſpel to the people 
as often hepublick offices of Religion were at firſt performed TTT“. 
only! in OM Church of St. Martin 17 where no ſmall number of converts were baptized — 0 
on the day of Pentecoſt ; till the King himſelf being converted to the faith, gave ten 
free liberty to preach, and build or repair Churches in all parts of his dominions. 
_ PAAAvVING thus far ſucceeded i in his miſſion, Au Auguſtin according to the inſtructions 
of Pope Gregory, paſſed | over into France, and was ordained Biſhop at Arles; and 55 
tbence returned in the year 598. with the character of Archbiſhop of the Engliſh | Oo 
Nation. The King received him with marks of great reſpect, affigned him the 659 EL EY 
of Canterbury. for his Archiepiſcopal See, and then gave him another ancient Church Ws 3 
there, that had deen built 1 in the time of the Romans; this Church Auguſtin repaired ä 
and dedicated to the honour of our Saviour, appointing it the Metropolitan Church oo 
for himſelf and his ſuc cceſlors.3 * He alſo founded the Monaſtery of SOPs 
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135 the inſtance of Auguſtin, who 


to Anguftin, containing many feaſonable inſtructions on the occaſion of the converſion 
on was attended 
with the greateſt ſucceſs; for the whole Kingdom of Kent was ſoon aire converted, 


Who baptized King Edwin5 A. D. 627. and was 
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. Ki un ngdom of . was 1 by Uſa, the Sk i; in = Ant Hou 5 
Maler, about the year 575. It contained what are now the Counties of Narfolk, 8 1 
} 5 Combridgeſtire and the Je of Ely. Several petty Princes had ſettied in thoſe _ _ 
mar before that time; but La the moſt powerful of them havin g diſpoſſeſſed them, _ 
vſlumed d the title of King of the Eaf-Anglg9 about the year 37 5. 0 from him the 
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terbury ; and likewiſe founded and endow: ec atm nn; of 61. Pan's Lond, and 


I Andrew's in Rocheſter. . 6 5 ds hot 


- ABOUT the year 601.1 ſome other Miſſionaries were' ſent over 05 rope PEE 
who had informed him of the expediency of ſending: more 


aſſiſtants to carry on the wort of the Goſpel, which was already very far advanced; 
the chief of theſe were Mellitus, Fuſfus, Paulinus, and Rufinianus; who brought with 
them holy veſſels, coverings and other ornaments of the Altar; alſo ſome reliques of 
Saints and Martyrs; books and veſtments for the Prieſts and other Miniſters of -the 
Church to be uſed in their miniſtration; and- likewiſe the Archiepiſcopal Pall for 
Auguſtin; with Letters of congratulation from the Pope, to the King, the Queen, and 


of the Saxons then carrying on. This reſtoration of the Chriſtian Religi 


and the other fix Kingdoms of the Heptarchy ſucceſlively followed their example. 
” Tas Eaft-Saxons firſt received the Goſpel after the people of Kent, by the baer 


of Melhtus the firſt Biſhop of London, a. D. 604.— Some progreſs ſeems to have been 
made towards the Converſion of the Eaft-Angles about the ſame time; for Redwald . 


King of the Eaſ- Angles was baptized in Kent, ſome time during the reign. of Ethel 


bert; but after his return to his Kingdom, relapſed into I 


was not fully converted till the reign of S7gebert4 about A. D. 632. or poſſibly ; 0 5 | 


or two later. The converſion of the Northumbrians was effected chiefly by Paulinus, 


Kingdom of the Ve. Sarons, by Berinus conſtituted the firſt Biſhop of Dorcheft 
about the year 63 5. — Mercia, the moſt extenſive of all the Saxon Kingdoms, contai 
the Midland Counties, received the Goſpel in the time of Peads ſon of Pendu, 
the year 655. he had been baptized during the life of his Father, and 
knowledge and conſent, by Finian Biſhop of the Northum! 
Ofwin King of Northumberland, who gave him his Daughter in marriage on © 
of his embracing the Chriſtian Faith. And about RY nag ter, the Sou 

ertec Lo Wi 9 51 e por Tu 120 HG 


in 8. were for ſome time called * . died in | n tber Y 
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Archbiſhop of N ork. Bris 5 


rians," at the perſuaſion of i 


though they were 


' CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY, ur 


was ſucceeded in his Kingdom by his Son Tizillus; who reigned above twenty years, 

and then dying, left his Kingdom to Redwald his Son, in the year 599. uy 
Etbelbert King of Kent was at that time the Chief of the Saxon Kings: the 
Chriſtian Religion had then lately been introduced into his Kingdom, and he himſelf 
baptized, together with many of his Subjects, and the converſion of the reſt was 
carrying on with great ſucceſs ; and as he was very zealous in promoting the Chriſtian 
Religion among his own Subjects, ſo was he deſirous of extending it to the other 
Kingdoms, where-ever he could have ſufficient influence. By his means it was that 
Mellitus was ordained by Auguſtin Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and ſent to preach the 


Goſpel to the Eaft-Saxons, over whom Sebert his Nephew then reigned; who being 


converted, together with many of his Subjects, King Etbelbert for the advancement 
of Religion in that Province, built for them and endowed the Church of St. Paul in 
| London as the Epiſcopal See, in which Mellitus being conſecrated by Auguſtin was 
appointed the firſt Biſhop in the year 604. About the ſame time ſome meaſures 
ſeem to have been taken for introducing the Chriſtian Religion among the Eaft- 


Ethelbert's court, and by his means: the exact time of that event is omitted by Bedes 
who only relates the fact, and then adds, that after his return to his kingdom, he 


relapſed from the purity of the faith, by the perſuaſion of his wife." One circum- 
Y ſtance however r wou incline us to believe that it muſt have beon near the time 


a 


1 the preſent City; in which he placed Miniſters to perform divine Offices; 


the place reduced to a deſert. — But the reality of a Church founded at Eh fo early, 


inconſiſt 
Eaft- Angles for the year aſſigned in one account, “ is the 11 after Auguſtin's arrival, 


. e. A. D. 60. whereas Auguſtin had then been dead three years ; — and. the Ef- 


Anke were not converted till near thirty years after that time, in the reign of 
Sigebert.— In anſwer to this, It is to be remarked, that the date above fixed for the 


building that Church at Ey or Cratendune is not found in the original work of 


| © primitivs Eceleſid naſcentis fidei et chriſtianitatis, &c. * In the firſt daun 
10 « Chriſtianity among the Saxons, b&c.” — we meet with it it oply ; in the abridgeme 


| Publiſhed by Mr. barter; in which the writer, probably another Monk of By, has 


an depend en 1 
Which fixes it in the reign ol Etbelbert, and whilft Tet was MAP) 


"+ Bode Hiſt libiv; c:44.5 Lib. Elen. MS. Gol: +. Def Elenſsinfale.—SprotChro 222 Eat. 


varied from his original, in aſſigning the year 607, and therefc 
ſtreſs can be laid on that point; — the credibility of the fact 


. ; ; 
q 3 
1 * «x 


2 133 vol. i. oy Saeed 1 4. * * 1 e 
7 2 5 5 


* 5 
L . , Fa 5 . 
i * £ 
7 * by p F = * — 
+. "x 2 V7 1 © . J . k * Y + %. : 
"2 4 bu * s 2 - 
l IJ } * > 7 
4 1 * 5 4 
\ 2 4 Y 4 4 o 4, 9 
1 1 5 5 o . 1 2 © 
Hb A 1 7 * * 
” E 5 
. 2 . * . 4 ' 1 { 
14K , 1 7 1 . 1* * '. ” 7 "Xx * 
? X 3 a Y 
a a 14 7 2 
N ry ? * 7 a , a 
2 * + — * 4 
- ” 'P Wes 2 . : % 
5 9 W vs dy 9 
I F 1 5 4. Wes bs k 
” 5 * 8 E 4 a 
l Ms 3 war EY Fs * a * 
$3 , , ds 9 N ; 6 
n 9 N ( . A F 
8 e 2 : DA | 2 4 ; * 
33 4 : E by» "IS. 1 * . 5 
Ls. WIT * 1 3 
9 * e * — o - 7 
8 x 4 We 4 * 
„2 be < * 4 8 3 
"ES; 8 2 4 wat, q wy * * 9 * 
n 3 * 4 * 2 
* 3245 1 1 * * * 7 „ 
7 «4 2. : MS - 1 . 2 
d 85 2 Sine "ates 
4 4 8 
2 252 : 7 * 2% » % - 
* 2 „ 1 et png 1 


les; Redwald King of Eaft-Anglia having been baptized in Kent, probably at King 


© above-mentioned; which is this: King Erbeikert, at the inſtance of Augufin, is faid 
to have founded a Church at Eh, * (then a part of the kingdom of the Eaf-Angles) to 
1 honour of the Virgin Mary in a place called Cratendune, about a mile diſtant 


ards driven away by the army of Penda King of Mercia, and | 


has been called in queſtion ;s and two objections made to it, in reſpect to its ſeeming 
in point of time both with Auguſtin s deceaſe, and converſion of the 


0 Thomes a Monk of, Bly; where the time is expreſſed in mc terms, thus, In 


"a - THE EAST-ANGLES- 


1 to . it 3 not be later than A. D. 604. in . year Auguſtin 4 —M 


As to the latter part of this objection, that is, the improbability of any Church 
being founded among the Eaft-Angles before they were converted; — it is true, their 


general converſion was not effected till Sigebert's reign, by the preachi ing of Folie 


Biſhop: of Dunmoc or Dunwich; but it is as certain from Bede's account," that ſome 
progreſs had been made towards their converſion about thirty years before; when 


King Redwald was baptized in Kent; and, no doubt, with a view of introducing the 


| 2 Religion among his Subjects; to which end, as it was requiſite that ſome 
miſſſionaries ſhould be ſent with him, to carry on that work; ſo it is very probable 
| that ſome Churches might then have been founded. Reuiuald himſelf erected a 


Church at Rendleſbam in Suffolk, one of his Royal Seats? and it is by no means 


improbable but that at Ely might have been built about the ſame time: And though 


afterwards, by the inſtigation of his wife and other perverſe inſtructors, he rela pſed 


into idolatry, yet we find he did not wholly reject the Chriſtian Religion, for he was 
TY willing to retain both, and had, ſays Bede,3 after the manner of the Samaritans of 


; old, in the ſame temple an altar dedicated to Chriſt, and another to Idols. Br | 


it may rationally. be inferred, that Chriſtianity met with a toleration under him; 


promote. it's intereſts, or rather ſeems to have been very indifferent about all religions. 


Under ſuch-diſcouraging circumſtances, though it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed that the 


. Chriſtian. Religion muſt languiſh; yet it can hardly be thought to have been ſo quite 


| depreſſed, but that ſome remains of it might have continued till more ſucceſsful 
means were afterwards uſed for the ſettlement of it in that kingdom by Sigebert. 


O the death of Redwald, which happened in the year 624. Eorpwald. his Son, 


who. had not yet been baptized; ſucceeded to the Kingdom of the Eaft-Angles. 


— Edwin the Great was then King of Northumberland, and his friend for having 


at leaſt, his own example ſhows, he was no perſecutor of it: he. wanted zeal - : 


| merry been forced to abandon his Kin gdom by his uncle Ethelfrid, he took refuge - 


in Egft-Anglia, and was ſeveral years entertained at that Court hy Redwald, and at 
1 h was by his aſſiſtance reſtored to his kingdom. — A. D. 62 5. Ediuin married 


Ethelburga, a Chriſtian Princeſs, ſiſter of Eadbald King of Kent; by articles of 5 


Bilage it was agreed, that the Queen and her attendants ſhould. be allowed. the free 
_ -exerciſe of their religion; on which occaſion Paulinus was conſecrated a Biſhop, and - 

ſent to attend her; and in two years the King having been inſtructed in the 

Chriſtian Religion by Paulinus, was himſelf publickly baptized; in Turt; on Eaſter- 5 
day A. D. 627. together with moſt of his Nobility, and the converſion of that King- 


dom carried on with great ſueceſs. Edwin was not only ſolicitous to promote the 


Intereſts of religion among his own Subjects, but uſed his utmoſt endeavours 1 
extend it to others; and perſuaded Eorpwald and the Eaft- Angles to abandon. the 

worſhip: of idols and receive the Goſpel.s Eorpuali was accordingly baptized, = 
ke _ the converſion ak the aca ſet on foot uin, and at firſt ſeemingly = 
3 ſucceſs; 
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facenſs but the death of Eorpwald, who was unhappily ſlain by one Richert a Pagan, 
put a ſtop to it's further progreſs, and occaſioned a civil war in that kingdom, which 
laſted three years. | 

Sigebert brother of the late Kin g was at that cles. an 2 in Rann where he 
was ſo happy as to be inftruſted i in the Chriſtian Religion, -and was there baptized; 
he came over in the midſt of theſe confuſions, and was at length placed on the 
' throne. During the time of his being abroad, he had viſited moſt of the chief ſeats 
of learning in that kingdom, and was himſelf a very learned and religious Prince: 
he brought ever with him Felix a Bargundian, who was afterwards, on the Kin g's 
recommendation, conſecrated the firſt Biſhop of the Eaſſ- Angles by Honorius Arch- 
| biſhop of Canterbury" about the year 63 1. His firſt care after his acceſſion to the 
throne, was to have his Subjects inſtructed in the Chriſtian Faith; which buſineſs he 
committed to Felix, and to Furſeus a Monk of eminent piety, who came from 
Ireland about that time to tender his aſſiſtance in preaching the Goſpel; and whoſe 
offer the King readily accepted: and by the joint labour and zeal of thoſe two was 
the converſion of the Eaſt-Angles happily effected. Nor was the King leſs ſolicitous 
for the advancement of Learning within 'his Dominions, of which he laid the 
foundation, by erecting a School,z or as others ſay 3, Schools in different parts of 
his kingdom, for the inſtruftion of youth and poliſhing his Subjects; in imitation 
of thoſe he had ſeen in France, where the liberal arts and ſciences then flouriſhed, 
and were taught by maſters and inſtructors in their ſeveral departments, and as was 
likewiſe the practice at Canterbury, at that time alſo a conſiderable ſeãt of learning. 
The foundation of the Univerſity of Cambridge is ſaid to have been laid in this reign; | 
and is generally aſcribed to Sigebert, as one of thoſe. ſeminaries of learning begun 
by him. It muſt however be acknowledged, that neither Bede, nor any other very 
ancient writer, who: ſpeak of that King's encouragement of learnin g in general, and 
of his founding a ſchool or ſchools for that purpoſe, do point out to us the parti- 


ceular place or places where they were fixed. Beſides the Epiſcopal See at Dunmoc, 


now; called Dunwich in Suffolk, two Monaſteries are reckoned of this King's founda- 


tion, one at Cnobberesburgh,s 4 now Burgh-Caftle in Sufylk, which he gave to Furſeus z 


the other at Bedericfworth, 5 ſince called Bury St. Edmunds. And Biſhop Felix found- 
ed a Monaſtery at Sebam $ a village bordering on the fens, and at the entrance into 
the Je of El; Which was afterwards augmented by Lurting a Saxon Nobleman, and 
continued in a flouriſhing State, till it was deſtroyed by the Danes, A. D. 870, After 
a ſhort reign of between three and four years, in which he was ſo happy as to ſce 
the converſion of his gubjects completed, and religion and learning flouriſh” among 
them, Sigebert thought proper to reſign his Crown to Egric his couſin, who had been 
| coad utor with him in the Kingdom, and took upon him the profeſſion and ana of 
8 1 on in the Manage, of gens which he had founded for himſelf. . 
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a Pagan, it proved fatal to him. The occaſion this ; Cenwalla 0 0 5 


%% FAST-ANGLES 


ABOUT ins years after Si gebert's retirement, it ba i Penda the pagan 


King of Mercia unexpectedly entered the Kingdom of Eaft- Anglia with a powerful 
army; the occaſion of this act of hoſtility is paſſed over in ſilence by Hiſtorians ; but 


it was ſo ſudden that the Eaſ-Angles being unprepared, found themſelves overmatch- 
ed and unable to reſiſt the enemy. In this diſtreſs, they had recourſe to Sigebert, i and 


endeavoured to perſuade him to quit his ſolitude for a time, and take upon him the 


command of what forces they were able to collect; in hopes that the preſence of 
their old King, formerly renowned for his valour and conduct, might animate the 
Soldiery and compenſate their want of numbers. Sigebert refuſed to comply with 
on requeſt ; perhaps thinking it inconſiſtent with his preſent profeſſion to bear 

$ ;—but at length, either by entreaty, or compulſion, he was brought to the army, 


whos he ſtill perſiſted in his reſolution, and would only carry in his hand a wand. 


The event of the engagement proved very unfortunate to the Eaft- Angles, for Sigebert | 
and King Egric were both ſlain, and their whole army defeated. This fatal battle 
was fought, according to the Ely Hiſtorian? in the year 637. 3 
Egric was ſucceeded by Ama the Son of Enus 3 brother of Recwald, a ande | 
and pious Prince, and one of the moſt illuſtrious of the Kings of Eaft- Anglia.” Ama 


and his family had been baptized by Bp. Felix4 in the reign of Sigebert, and both | 


before and after he was King greatly advanced the intereſts of the Chriſtian Religion, 
by his zeal for the honour of God and his Worſhip, and by the encouragement 
he gave to the building and endowment of Churches. 5' To the Monaſtery of Crobbe- 
reſourg founded by Sigebert, he was a conſiderable Benefactor, which he augmented 5 


both in buildings and revenues ; 5 and i in general, Chriſtianity was in a flouriſhing 
ſtate during his reign. He was muel 
many virtues by the other Saxon Kings, with whom he always ied 


beloved by his ſubjedts, and reſpedted for his | 


alet Kin of 
the Weſt-Saxons had married a daughter of Penda, and ſome time after divorced her; 7 


having undeſervedly incurred the reſentment of Pena King of 


on which account Penda attacked him, and forced him to fly his kingdom. n ez 0 
fled for refuge to the Eoft- Angles, and put himſelf under their protection, and con- 
tinued there three years; 8 in which time being inſtructed in the Chriftiat | 

be was baptized by Bp. Felix, King - Anna being his ſponſor i m baptiſm, who alſo af. 
ſiſted him afterwards i in recovering His Kingdom ; which drew on himſelf the re- 
| ſentment of the N a „ 
Kingdom of the Eaft- Angles with a powerful army; and whilſt Ame was preparing 
for his defence, ſuddenly came upon him and put the Eaft-Angles to flight, and flew  _ 
both Ama and Ws Son Jurminus or We : 1 2 bodies were Lee 9 = 
t Bliburgh in Suffolk, and there interred. e 22g 5 5 


8, 10 in the year 654, again entered the . 


cian King; who a 


Tun virtues of this Prince are highly extolled by mat Hiſtoria 151 BY 79 
him With great relpect my encomium. on his ae * calls him * *u Prince of i 


. 5 * bete d. Eo kb. 3 1 f 215 Elen, MS. kisi. cap 25 3 8 Nen FR SY Edit. Berks 
Sale. Lib. Elien. MS, ph" 5 Ibid. cap TE T Bake Hi. Eel p19 


4 


7 Matth. Weſtm. & Flor. Wigorn. ad annum 645. 
1 ad annum . 30 une Saxon, ad a annum. 


Wes A, | 
k Ez 
4 [ 
' ; — 
„ Bn f 
4 ＋ 5 20 9 
Fi * | 23 | 1 
\ 4 mY N * 
N x RT bf 18 Wa. 
þ Y > x; 
; . * $ F 
W ' 8 / 
| M oY N * 
— "Fa ö 
x 


- 


' CONVERTED 10 CHRISTIANITY. Vwf' 


acttitable vine adding moreover, that he was * Father of a moſt glorious offspring. i 

Some years before he came to the Crown, he married Hereſwitha daughter of Hereric, - 

grandſon of Edwin the Great King of Northumberland, and Siſter of St. Hilda, the fa- 

mous Abbeſs of Streanaeſhalch [Whitby ;] by whom he had a numerous iſſue, all of them 

remarkable for their piety and virtue; Furminus ſlain with his Father in battle, Adul- 

fus who ſome years after, ſucceeded to the Kingdom, and Erkenwald promoted to 

the See of London A. D. 675. his Daughters were Sexburga, married to Ercombert King 

of Kent; Edelburga Abbeſs of Berking in Efex, 2 of her brother Erkerwald's founda- 7 
tion; Etheldreds Foundreſs of the Abbey in Ep; and mee a who founded the 1 


N en of mann in _ 


e 6, 0 NON 12 1 5 
E forical Remarks on the Saxon "ar Bon © v0 OO 


Hane: thus taken a ſummary view of the firſt Reception of the Goſpel i in 
Britain, it's ſtate and decline, to the utter Subverſion of it; and alſo the Re- 


eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity in theſe parts by the Converſion of the Saxons; it may 
not be improper to ſay ſomething of the Places made uſe of by the Saxons for their 
— Publick Worſhip, and to enquire into the ground of a notion that has often pre- 
vailed, that their Churches were generally Timber Buildings, 'or, if of Stone, with 
upright walls only, without any beauty or elegance; and that as to the conſtructing 1 
of Arches and Vaultings c or Stone, and Fapporting them with Columns, they underfiod „ 
. 1 8 '.. 
Tus mean opinion ef Kaul Architecture, and want of elegance in their Chntke, > 
xl though it be countenanced by ſeveral paſſages i in Mr. Somner's Book of the Antiquities — 
1 of Canterbury ; and his authority for it is frequently « cited by modern Writers on that 
ſubject; without any marks of diſapprobation or cenſure; yet as it appears to me to 
be without any manner of foundation, I ſhall beg leave to enquire into the truth of 1 
I what Mr. Somner has advanced on chat ſubject. His words are theſe : © Indeed it is © „ 1 
* obſerved, that before the Norman advent, moſt of our Monaſteries and Church- g.. 
FX buildings: were of Wood: (fall the Monaſteries of my Realm,“ * faith King Edgar, nh ³ ! 
his Cha ter to the Abby of Malme eſbury,s dated in the year of Chriſt 974. to the . 
- fight are nothing but worm-eaten and rotten Timber and Boards ) And that „ 
— oY upon the Norman Conqueſt, ſuch e e grew out of uſe, and gave place to Wt” 3 : 
{53 Stone-buildings raiſed upon arches ; a form of ſtructure introduced by that Nation 


rn In the 8 1 
8 furniſhed with Stone from Caen in re. « In the year 10 7. ( Srow's words „ 
. *of the Cathedral of London, 6) * this Church of st. Paul was burnt with fire, and _ . 
* therewith moſt part of the City : Mauricius then Biſhop began therefore the new ꝑ—— 
| 0 foundation of a new Church of St. Paul; a Work 585 men of that time judged "= „ 
* e never have been finiſhed, it was s to them ſo wonderfu for Sq and breadth; ä 
; Ae 70 7 y 7 0 ga 1 
ne & 28 412 

: Churches, UNE p.88.— | 1 
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16 | HISTORICAL REMARKS ON 
«ag alſ the „ane was builded upon Arches (or Vaults) of ſtone, for defence of as 


* which was a manner of work before that time unknown to the people of this 
« nation, and then brought from the French, and the ſtone was fetcht from Caen in 


% Normandy,” —St. Mary Bow Church in London being built much about the ſame time 


and manner, that is, on Arches of ſtone, was therefore called (faith the ſame Au- 
« thor, 1) New Mary Church or St. Mary le Bow; as Stratford Bridge, being the firſt 
<« builded with Arches of ſtone, was therefore called Stratford le Bow.” This doubtleſs 
is that new kind of Architecture the Continuer of Bede (whoſe words Malmeſbury 
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© hath taken up,) intends, where ſpeaking of the Normans income, he faith, ©. You 


* may oþſerve every where in Villages Churches, and in Cities and Villages, Monaſte- 


e ries erected with a new kind of ArchiteQure.” 2— And again, ſpeaking doubtfully 


of the age of the Eaſtern part of the Choir of Canterbury, he adds, I dare con- 


nqueſt ; becauſe of 5 


£ the-building it upon Arches, a form of Architecture, though in uſe with and 


. © among the Romans long before, yet after their departure not uſed here in England, 


is not without ſufficient reaſon to be called in queſtion: but his opinion concerning 
Saxon Architecture a ppears ſo ſingular, that it will require ſome conſideration before 


—- « till the Normans brought it over with them from France.” 3 — Thus far Mr. Somner, 
2 whoſe judgment in matters of Antiquity has been, and always will be regarded, He . 


it can be admitted as true: and what that was, is evident from the ſeveral paſſages 
5 above- cited, viz. Th at the Saxon Churches and Monaſteries were uſually Timber fa- 


bricks, or if there were any Stone buildings among them, they were with upright 3 


arched or vaulted with Stone. Indeed if this be admitted as a juſt account, it may 


wh tever - remains of 


we 8 ** 


Wit, regar d to their Catches being generally of Wood, the coy a * Ly 0 . 


duced for it, is a caſual expreſſion in one of King Edgar: 8 Charters, concernin g A 
ruinous ſtate of the Monaſteries in his time ; 4 — = meaning no more, as I apprehend, | 


than that the Churches and Monaſteries were in general ſo much decayed, that the 


xoofs were uncovered, or bare to the timber, and the beams rotted by neglect, „ 


grown over with moſs ; — and not, that they were made wholly of Wood. It i 18 true 


indeed ſome of their F abricks ſeem to have been totally formed of timber; Bees 
5 18 of an Qratary' or e of that kind! in x the T4 Pe. where St, Peter g Church. 


4 
od Srom's 3 of Landes; i i. P. 842. „Edt 1784. 2 60 Videns ubic ue: in :n-villi Ecdleſins in 


65 vicis et urbibus Monaſteria, novo æ JiGcandi genere conſurgere,” . Mia Imeſb. de Regibus Angl. . . 
p.102. Edit. Francof. 1601. Somner's Antiq. of Canterbury. p. B. — Jr ; EW RT LY 
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walls only, without any, Pillars or Arches to ſupport them, and their Roofs not : 


fairly. put an end to all further ſearches after. the remains of Saxon Architecture in hn, 
this kingdom ; for it's neceſſary conſequence will be, that ' 

| ancient buildings with Pillars and Arches of Stone are at this tim to be met with 3 
: among us, muſt have been built, either fince the Norman Conqt 2 
hundred years earlier, that is, in the time of the Romans; a poſition that will ſcarc = 
ly be allowed by WY « one who 3 is 5 acquainted at all with our N18 in the time J = 


| the Saxons. 


„or at leaſt five © 
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THE SAXON CHURCHES. &&'r7 
in Nel now ſtands ; it was haſtily erected on occaſion of the converſion of Edwin 


King of Northumberland, for the purpoſe of baptizing that King; which was per- 
formed by Paulinus Biſhop. of York i on Eaſter-day, A. D. 627. When the King had 


reſolved to become a Chriſtian on the preaching of Paulinus, he determined to be 


publickly baptized ; and therefore built this Church of Wood for that purpoſe : — 
He built it in haſte, for the preſent exigency, and as a temporary expedient: 
— but he likewiſe informs us, that ſoon after the King was baptized, he laid the 
foundation of a ſtately and magnificent fabrick of Stone, in which that of Wood 
was included, and might probably be uſed for Divine Service whilſt the other was 
in building.: This work was continued fix years during that King's life, but before 
it was finiſhed, he was ſlain; and it was carried on and finiſhed by Oſwald his Suc- 
ceſſor. Other inſtances of timber Fabricks occur in Hiſtory, and other. Oratories 


eren of lighter materials, 3 erected on particular occaſions. A wooden Church is 
mentioned by Malmeſbury+ in his life of Aabelm, Biſhop of Shireburn, in Dultinge a 


village in Somerſetſhire, where Aldbelm died; it belonged to the Abbey of Gla/tonbury, 
and the Monks there rebuilt it of Stone. Bede likewiſe tells us, that Finan Biſhop 
of Lindisfarne or Holy Hand, built there a Church for his Epiſcopal See, compoſed 
wholly of: ſawn Oak, and covered with Reed, according to the faſhion of the Scots 
and that Eadberct one of his Succeſſors there took off the Reed, and covered the 

whole, both the roof and ſides with ſheets of Lead. — However, thefe wooden 
Fabricks, 'tis probable, were not very common, even in thoſe early times of the Saxons: 
and, as appears by the inſtances produced, ſome of them were intended only for 
: temporary uſe; and the laſt- mentioned Church at Lindisfarne, was built after a 


manner peculiar to the Scots. This erroneous account of the Saxon Churches b being 
generally of Wood, or, at leaſt without any Pillars or Arches. of Stone, Mr. Sommer 


was probably led into, by relying on Mr. Sow, whoſe authority he vouches, and i im- 
plicitly follows; and then miſtaking the ſenſe of that paſſage in King Eggar's Charter, 
applies it to the entire Fabricks, which was indeed applicable only to their Roofs: 

and when he comes to Malmeſbury's account of the Architecture introduced by the Nor- 
mans, which is there called Novum genus cd. Handi, The new manner of building; 
Mr. Somner takes the novelty of it to conſiſt, in it's ' being compoſi with Part: and 


che ; and therein differed from the Saxon. 


Bo T that the Saxon Churches were generally built af: one: and not only Fx * 
that t they had Pillars and Arches, and ſome of them vaultings of Stone, there is ſuf- 


ficient on: from authentic Hiſtory, and the: undoubted remains of them at 
Sis G 


_ THERE is great edlen that at the 1 time the Sake) were ated. the art 


'of eee ONS: and TROOPS and e e Stone. Edifices ** Columns, 8 
CY 1 . 


1 6. pes eſt autem u Eburaci in ve Sas Pascher. — in \ Eccleſia 85 Petri Apoſtoli, quam ipſe 


4 ligno citato opere erexit. Bedæ Hiſt, Eccl. lib. ii. c. 14.  Curavit majorem ipſo in loco et 

en de lapide frabicare baſilicam, in cujus medio ipſum quod prius fecerat oratorium 
in uderetur.” Ibid. 3 Simeon Dunelm. lib. ii. cap. 1, 9. IM phi Hiſt. Ps « 43 52: Edit, Gale. -_ 
Hiſt. Rameſienſ. inter XV. Scriptores, per Gale. pag. 397.— . 1 i. n _— 36: | 


2 Var. vol.! U, Hog; 23. 5 Bede TIE a fa ili. . 25: 


5 
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was well known among them; they had many inſtances of ſuch kind of buildings | 
before them, in the Churches and other public Edifices erected in the times of the 

Romans. For notwithſtanding the havock that had been made of the Chriſtian 

Churches by the P:#s and Scots, and by the Saxons themſelves, ſome of them were 

then in being. Bede mentions two in the City of Canterbury; that dedicated to St. 


| 1 Martin on the Eaſt- ſide of the City, wherein Queen Bertha performed her devotions, 
= and Auguſtin and his companions made uſe of at their firſt coming: and the other, 
i gn that which the King after his converſion gave to Auguftin, and which he repaired and 
= dedicated to Our Bleſſed Saviour, and made it his Archiepiſcopal See. Beſides theſe two 
= ancient Raman Churches, it is likely there were others of the ſame. Age, in different 


* of the Kingdom, which were then repaired and reſtored to their former uſe. 
Aud other Fabricks of theſe times, may be reckoned the many heathen Tem- 
ples uſed by the idolatrous Saxons; that they were built by the Saxons themſelves, will 
Probably be allowed; and that ſomę of them were good buildings, will hardly admit 
of any doubt; fince for that very reaſon Pope Gregory adviſed Auguſirn, 2 that the 


| Temples ought not to be demoliſhed, but only the Idols that were in them ſhould 
I be removed and deſtroyed, and then conſecrated to the Service of the true God. The 

| particular form in which theſe Saxon Temples were built, and wherein they differed 

[ f from Chriſtian Churches in their manner of building, may be difficult to determine 
* with any degree of certainty: but as many of them were afterwards converted to 
z Churches,3 I ſee no reaſon to think otherwiſe of them, but that they en be filr 
Z | in their conſtruction, and differ only in the uſe they were put to. | 

3 5 O King Erhelbert's converſion, he with great zeal ſet about building of ehen 

2 he laid the foundation of a new one for the Monaſtery of St. Peter and rn 
3 which Auguſfin was then erecting; and deſigned it for the burying- place for 
= ſelf and his ſucceſſors Kings of Kent, and for the Archbiſhops of Canterbury: he — - 
3 founded the Church of St. Andrew at Rocheſter, 5 and endowed | it for an Epiſcopal 
E See: and by his influence and authority, a new Biſhoprick was erefted in the King- 
. dom of the Eaft-Saxons, where Sebert his nephew reigned under ; the See of 
4 which being fixed at London, he there alſo founded and dee We thedral Churen 
F of St: Paul. 6 Theſe were the earlieſt Churches erected after the conve 

I ' Saxons was begun: whether theſe were built by the Saxons chemſelves, ate they i 
4 -procured Architects from other countries to build them, is not of any _ _— 
= to determine ; fince we are only cor nee, che general ſtate of Architec 5 
1 times. ough the account given us by th ee Chu ded 
11 _ by King Etbeltert is very conciſe, and nothing is there mentioned in a terms 
I of 58 cular manner, or of the materials with which they were built ; y eſis, 
3 rircumſtances that he relates afterwards, fecm plainly to indicate, that they were 
I OY Stone - buildings, and had both Pillars and Arches in their compoſition. oo 

CE 5 ftance the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul: when Auguſtin died, that Church 
I not being finiſhed, he was + hai abroad ; dat! as ſoon a as it ee, Bede Z 
Bed Eil. Ecce 15. l. . _ 2 33. C * Ibid. 0 ü. 
8 Hiſt. Eccl. lib. i. cap. 33: 5 Ibid, lib. i 1 3. 
8 il 177 
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tells us, that his body was brought into the Church, and decently interred in por 
ticu illius aguilonari, in the North Portico of the ſame. — He further ſpeaks of 
another Portico in the ſame Church, in which Queen Bertha, King Ezhelbert, and 
other Kings of Kent were buried; this he calls, Porticus Sti. Martini to diſtin- 
guiſh it from the former, and was probably the oppoſite or South-Portico. The word 
Porticus occurs ſeveral times in Bede, Alcuin, Heddius, and other ancient Saxon Wri- 
ters, and is generally tranſlated by the Engliſb word Porch ; and fo miſleads us to 
think it ſynonimous with Atrium or Veftibulum, denoting a building withoutſide the 

Church, at the entrance into it: whereas this can by no means be agreeable to Bede's 
meaning; for in his account of King Etbelbert's interment, he expreſſes himſelf in 
fuch terms as will not admit of that ſenſe ; — he was buried, ſays Bede, in Porticu 
Sti. Martini intra ecclefiam ;3 which ſhews that the Porticus was within the 
Church: and likewiſe in relating the burial of Archbiſhop Theodore A. D. 690. he 
ſays, he was buried in Ecclefid Str. Petri, in qud omnium Epiſcoporum Doruvernenfum 
ſunt corpora depofita, 4 in the Church of St. Peter, in which all the Bodies of the 
Biſhops of Canterbury were interred ; — though he had before ſaid, 5. that they were 
all interred in the North Portico, except Theodore and Berctwald, whoſe Bodies were 
buried in ipſa Ecclefia, in the Church itſelf ; becauſe that Portico could not con- 
veniently hold any more.“ — To make theſe ſeveral paſſages in Bede conſiſtent, we 
muſt neceſſarily allow, that the Royal Family of Kent, and the firſt eight Archbiſhops 
4 : Bedz Hiſt, Eccl. lib. ii. cap. 3. * Ibid. c. 5. 3 Ibid; 4 Bedæ Hiſt, Eccl. lib. v. c. 8. 5 Ibid, 

ib, , cap. 3. JJC i ; 3 5 „ 
0 The be tter to elucidate the ſenſe of the word Porticus, the reader will be pleaſed to compare the 
following paſſages from Bede and other antient writers. A. D. 721. obiit Johannes Ebor. Epiſcopus 
in Monaſterio ſuo Beverlac, et < ſepultus eſt in porticu S. Petri.” Bedz Hiſt. Eccl. lib. v. cap. 6. — 
A. p. 726. obiit Tobias Roffenſis Epiſcopus, et © ſepultus eſt in porticu S. Pauli Apoſt. quam intro 
 ecclefiam S. Andrez ſibi in locum ſepulcri fecerat,” Tbid. cap. 23. — A. D. 977. Sidemannus Cre- 
ditoniæ Epiſcopus * ſepulturze traditur in monaſterio Abendonenſi in parte Eccleſiæ Boreali, in por- 
ticu S. Pauli.” Chron. Saxon, — A. p. 1034. obiit Brithwius Wellenſis Epiſcopuz; hic jacet. in 
aquilonari porticu ad S. Johannem [ Glaſtoniæ. ] Britwoldus Wintonienſis II. Wiltonienſis] Epiſ- 
copus obiit A. p. 1045. hic ſepultus fuit cum Brithwio in eadem ecclefia in parte aquilonari.“ 

Monaſt. Angl. vol. i. pag. 9. In ambabus porticibus Coventriæ jacent ædificatores loci præcel- 
lentiſſimi conjuges.“ (ſcil. Comes Leofrious et Godiva Comitiſſa uxor ejus, qui Leofricus obiit A. D. 
1057.) Ibid. pag. 302. In all the above- cited places, a more conſiderable part of the Church is 
_. certainly intended by Porticus, than what is commonly underſtood by the Chureb-Porch, as it is 
uſually: rendered by our Eccleſiaſtical writers. It was frequently diſtinguiſhed by the name of ſome 
Saint; for we read of Porticus Sti. Martini in St. Auguſtin's Church at Canterbury, Porticus Sli. 
Gregori in St. Peter's at York, Porticus Sti. Petri at Beverley, Porticus Sti. Pauli in St. Andrew's at 
Rocheſter: and other diſtinctions of that kind, in many of our ancient Churches. The reafon of 
Which . to be, that they were dedicated to the honour of thoſe Saints. Thus we find by King 
: s Charter to Thorney-Abby, that the Church there was dedicated A. D. 972. to St. Mary, 
St. Peter, and St. Benedict: — i. e. the Eaſt part of the Choir, where the Altar was placed, to 
St. Mary; the Weſtern part to St. Peter; and the North Porticus to St. Benedict.“ ibid. pag. 243. — 
From all theſe inſtances, where the word Porticus occurs, it appears that the writers meant by it, 
either what is now commonly called the Side. Iſie of the Church, or fometimes it may be a particular 
. diviſion of it, conſiſting of one arch with it's receſs; as in the following paſſage in Bede's account 

of the Relicks and Ornaments with which the Church of Hexham was furniſhed by Acca, who ſuc- 
ceeded Wilfrid in that Biſhoprick! A. D. 210. — 4 Acquiſitis undecumque reliquiis B. Apoſtolorum . 
et Martyrum Chriſti in venerationem illorum Altaria diſtindlis porticibus in hoc ipſum intra muros 


Eccleſiæ poſuit.“ Bede Hiſt. lib. v. cap. 0w. | Dog 155 
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of Canterbury, were all buried in this Church; — the former in St. Martin's, or the 
South Portico or Iſle; — Auguſtin and his five immediate Succeſſors in the North 
Portico or Iſle; and Theodore and Berctwald in the body of the Church : — for when 
he ſays, the two latter were depoſited in ipſa Ecclefia, — he certainly means no 
more by that expreſſion, than the Nave or Body, as diſtinguiſhed from the Side-lIfles. 
It plainly appears then, that this, which was one of the firſt-erefted Saxon Churches, 
conſiſted of a Nave and two Side-Iſles; but how a Church of that form could have 
been ſupported without Pillars and Arches of ſtone, is not eaſy to conceive; — the 
very terms indeed ſeem neceſſarily to imply it. The ſame remark may be extended 
and applied to St. Peter's Church at York; which was a ſpacious and magnificent fa- 
brick of: ſtone, founded A. D. 627. by King Edwir ſoon after he was baptized." 
For that it had ſuch Porticos within, appears from Bede's relation of the death of 
King Edin, who was killed in battle A. D. 633. © His head, ſays he, was brought to 
Werl, and afterwards carried into the Church of the bleſſed Ae e St. N — and 
1 in St. Gregory Pie 4 2 
' OTHER: notices occur in the ſame Aches of Churches bunt in or near his own 
time, ſome of which are expreſly ſaid to have been built of ſtone; as St. Peters in 
York laſt· mentioned, and the Church at Lincoln built by Paulinus, after he had con- 
verted Blaecca Prefect or Governor of that city, which was a ſtone Church of excel- 
lent workmanſhip 3; and thoſe other Churches he ſpeaks of might have been. of 
None, for aught that appears to the contrary. Bede is indeed rather ſparing in his 
I deſcription of them; ſo that little is to be collected from him of their manner of 
building; he ſays nothing in direct terms either of Pillars or Arches in any of his 
Churches; though the word Perticus, which he frequently uſes, may be ſaid to 
imply both; as it certainly does in ſome inſtances, if not in all. He is a little more 
particular in his account of St. Peters Church in the Monaſtery of \Wermouth in the 
neighbourhood of Gyrwr, where he had his education, and lived all his days. This 
was built by the famous Benedict Biſcopius; “ In the year 675. thi Abbat went over 
into France to engage workmen to build his Church after the Roman manner (as it is 
there called) and brought them over with him for that purpoſe. He proſecuted 
this work with extraordinary zeal and diligence; inſomuch that within the compaſs 
of a year after the foundations were laid, he cauſed the roof to be put on, and 
divine Service by be ee in it. Afterwards when the eee, was nearly 


finiſhed, 


13 3 ut lit DR FIR eſt [Edwin] majorem et — de lace fabricare | 
1 baſilicam. Bedz Hiſt. Eccl. lib. ii. cap. 14. 
Adlatum eſt caput Zdwini R is Eburacum, et inlatum poſtea i in ecclefiam B. Apoſtoli ben; 
poſitum eſt, in porticu S. Papæ Gregorii, Bedæ Hiſt, Eccl. lib, ii. cap. 20, — Mr. Collier Cites - 
| this Paſſage from Bede, and ſeems to have adopted the common error, of taking Porticus for a 
building without-fide the Church; and e alſly infers, that it was not the cuſtom of that Age 
to bury within- ide. King Edwar's head (ſays he) was depoſited. in St. Gregory's Porch; from 
whence we may probably <onclude, that his Children before-mentioned, who are ſaid to have 
been buried in the Church, were only buried in the Porch, the cuſtom of that Age going n no fur- by 
_ Collier's Ch. Hitt. vol. i. pag. 1 3 
In qua civitate et eccleſiam operis egregii de lapide fecit. Bedæ ut. Ib. i, <p 14. | 


+ Bede Hiſt Abbatum Wiremuth, et 9 pag. 3 „ Pl. 22 


[ 


-both of the Porticos and the principal parts of the Church; which work they not. 
only executed, but taught the Engliſb Nation that moſt uſeful art. 


Wx have ſtill more certain and explicit accounts of Churches built in the eben * 


parts of the Kingdom, during this Century, in which both Pillars and Arches are 
expreſly mentioned. Eadius who was contemporary with Bede, wrote the Life of 
Wilfrid Biſhop of York, and among other things, informs us of many Religious: 
Structures erected by that magnificent Prelate; ſeveral of which, as appears by his 

deſcription, were very elegant and ſumptuous Buildings; beſides which he throughly 1 


repaired the Church of St. Peter in York,* which had received great injuries in the 
wars between Penda King of Mercia and the Northumbrians, a few years after it was 


finiſhed; he put on a new roof, and covered it with lead, and e the windows, 3 
about the year 669. 
Taz Churches founded by Wilfrid, and ions deſcribed by Badius, are the 


Canventual Church of Rippon in Vorkſhire, and the Cathedral Church of Hexham in 
Northumberland; of the former he gives this account: He raiſed on high and completed 


the Church in Rippon, from the foundations in the ground to it's utmoſt height, 


with hewn ſtone, and ſupported it with various kinds of Pillars and Porticos. 4+— 
This elegant Church ſoon after it was finiſhed, was with great ſolemnity conſecrat- 
ed by himſelf, and dedicated to the honour of St. Peter, in the preſence of King Egfrid, 
and all the Abbats and Great men of that Kingdom. But of all the Churches built 
in that Age, that of St. Andrew in Hexham deſerves our particular notice. Hexham, . 
with the adjoining: Territory, was part of the Crown-land of the Kings of Northum- 
berland, and being ſettled in dower by King Egfrid on his Queen St. Etheldreda, Biſhop | 


Wilfrid, with the King's conſent, obtained a grant of it, in order to raiſe it to an 
Epiſcopal See.5 In the year 674, Wilfrid begun the foundation of this celebrated 
_ and 85 Dy with . ae of 1 it in N manner: * Its deep founda- 


tions 


I; Wat Bede dere n vf Abbat Benedifs, that be firſt ee the Art of making Glaſs into 
this Kingdom, is by no means inconſiſtent with Eddius's account of Bp. Wilfrid's glazing the win- 
daws of St. Peter's Church at York about the years 669. i. e. ſeven or eight years before this time. 
3 e might have been imported from abroad by Wilfrid; but Benedilt firſt brought over the 

Arti 
uſually glazed in 9 Age abroad, as well as in theſe parts, we learn from Bede; who ſpeaking of 
the Church on Mount Ohver, about a mile from Feruſalem, ſays, in the Weſt-front of it were eight 


windows, which on ſome occaſions uſed to be illuminated with lamps, which ſhone fo Ie WE : 


the Ola cher the Mount ſeemed in a blaze. Bede Lib. de locis Sandtis, cap. 6. 
| Eddii Stephani vita S. Wilfridi, inter XV. Scriptores, cap. Xvi. P- 59. Edit. Gale. BE 


'3 — Primum culmina corrupta tecti renovans, artificioſe plumbo puro tegens, per feneſtras i in- | 


5 uam. avium et imbrium vitro prohibuit, per quod tamen intro lumen radiebat. Ibid. 


EIn Hrypis Baſilicam polito lapide a fundamentis in terra uſque ad ſummum edificatam, v: va 5 


* columnis et rat fun; in aan; en; et confurmmavit. . adi vita Wilfridi, ut 
ſupra, cap. xvil. Pag. 39. 


Malmeſb. de Geſtis Pontif, Angl. pag; bus hoc Rich, Prior Hagult, de Sars bock &e, lib.i. by 


ap. 5 8 8 265 i. 1 Cs 
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finiſned, be ſent o over to France for Artificers ſkilled in the myſtery of making glaſs, 
(an art till that time unknown to the inhabitants of Britain,) to glaze the windows 


who taught the Saxons the Art of making Glaſs. — That the Windows in Churches were 


% 


1 Wen Reeg ee majons-e [La tis Domino dedicata, - 
8 in honorem Beati Andre Apoſtoli fabrefactam e cujus profunditatem in . 
cum domibus mirifice politis lapidibus fundatam, et ſuper terram multiplicem 5 colum- 


i —— bi Prioris e. lib, i. cap. > 
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tions, 21 the many fubterraneous rooms there artfully diſpoſed, and Keg 
the great variety of buildings to be ſeen, all of hewn ſtone and ſupported by ſundry 
kinds of Pillars and many Porticos, and ſet off by the ſurprizing length and height 
of the walls, ſurrounded with various mouldings and bands curiouſſy wrought, and 


the turnings and windings of the paſſages, ſometimes aſcending, or deſcending by 


winding Stairs to the different parts of the building; all which it is not eafy to 
expreſs or deſeribe by words, &c. neither i 1s there mA Church of the n fort to el 


found on this fide the Alpes. 


Richard Prior of Hexham, who flouriſhed about A.D. 1 180. in hoſe time | this 
famous Church was ftanding, though in a decaying ſtate, more fully deſcribes the 
manner of it's building: * The foundations of this Church, ſays he, St. F7lf-id laid 
deep in the earth for the Crypts and Oratories, and the paſſages leading to them, 


which were there with great exactneſs contrived and built underground: The walls 
into 


932 


which were of a great length and raiſed to an immenſe height, and dis 
three ſeveral Stories or Tires, he ſupported by ſquare and various other kinds of 
mort yin columns: — Alſo the walls, the capitals of the columns which fupport- 


ed them, and the arch of the Sanctuary, he decorated with hiſtorical repreſenta- 15 


tions, imagery, and various figures in relief, carved in ſtone, and painted with a 
moſt agreeable variety of colours: The body of the Church he encompaſſed about 
with pentices and porticos, which both above and below he divided with great and 
inexpreſſible art, by partition-walls and winding-ſtairs: Within the ſtair-caſes and 
above them, he cauſed flights of ſteps and galleries of ſtone, and ſeveral paſſages 


leading from them, both for aſcending and deſcending,” to be fo: artfully diſpoſed, _ 


that multitudes of people might de there, and go quite round the Church, without 


; "no" n y mou” one eee in the W Webac ee the ſeveral diviſions of 


nis variis et porticibus multis ſuffultam, mirabilique longitudine et altitudine murorum ornatam, 
et .variis linearum anfractibus, viarum aliquando ſurſum aliquando deorſum per cochleas circum- 


dustam, non eſt meæ parvitatis hoc ſermone explicare quod ſanctus ipſe præſul animarum, a 
Sßpiritu Dei doctus, opere facere excogitavit; neque ullam domum 8 citra Alp. 
EE NOOR audivimus. Eddii Vita Wilfridi, cap. F 145 
2 Profunditatem ipſius eccleſiæ criptis et oratoriis ſubterraneis, et viarum . ri 
4 magna induſtria fundavit: Parietes autem quadratis et variis et bene politis columpnis ſut- 
fultos, et tribus tabulatis diſtinctos immenſe longitudinis et altitudinis erexit : Ipſos etiam er 


þ talem 


ER columpnarum quibus ſuſtentantur, et arcum Sanctuarii hiſtoriis et imaginibus et variis 


aturarum figuris ex lapide prominentibus et picturarum et colorum grata varietate mirabili- : 


que decore decoravit: Ipſum quoque corpus eceleſiæ appenticiis et porticibus undique circum- 
cinxit, que miro atque inexplicabili artificio per parietes et cocleas inferius et ſuperius diſtinxit : 


In ipfis vero cocleis et ſuper ipfas, aſcenſoria ex lapide et deambulatoria, et varios viarum am- 
fractus modo ſurſum modo deorſum artificioſiſſime ita machinari fecit, ut innumera hominum 
multitudo ibi exiſtere, et ipſum corpus eccleſiæ circumdare poſſit, cum a nemine tamen infra in 

ea exiſtentium videri/ queat: Oratoria page e quam plurima ſuperius et inferiùs ſecretiſſima et 

0 pulcherrima i in ipſis porticibus cum maxima 10- 

nore B. Dei Genitricis ſemper 
et Sanctorum Apoſtolorum, 


iligentia et cautela conſtituit, in quibus altaria in 


ue Virginis Marie et S. Michaelis Archangeli Sanctique Fobannis Bapt. 
artyrum, Confeſſorum atque Virginum, cum-eorum- apparatibus 


honeſtiſſime præparari fecit: Unde etiam uſque hodie e EN ee N 
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the porticos or iſles both above and below, he erected many moſt beautiful and 
private Oratories of exquiſite workmanſhip; and in them he cauſed to be placed 
altars in honour of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, St. Michael, St. Fobn Baptiſt, and holy 
Apoſtles, Martyrs, Confeſſors, and Virgins, with all decent and proper furniture to 
each of them; ſome of which remaining at this day, appear like ſo many turrets 
and fortified places.” He alſo mentions ſome other particulars of this Church, and 

concludes with telling us, It appears from ancient Hiſtory and Chronicles, that of 
all the nine Monaſteries over which that venerable Biſhop preſided, and of all others 
throughout England, this Church of St. Andrew in Hexham was the moſt elegant and 
ſumptuous, and that it's equal was not to be met with on this fide the Alpes. The 
{ame Hiſtorian further informs us, that there were in his time at Hexham two other 
Churches; one not far from the wall of the Mother Church, of admirable work, 
built in form of a Tower and almoſt circular, having on the four principal points, 
ſo many porticos, and was dedicated to the honour of the bleſſed Virgin Mary; the 
other a little further off, dedicated to St. Peter; beſides a third on the other ſide of 
the river Tine, about a mile diſtant from the town, dedicated to St. Michael the 
Archangel; s and that the general tradition was, that theſe three Churches were 
founded by Bp. Wilfrid, but finiſhed by his Succeſſor Acca. 
Ix may be collected from Bede, 4 that Churches and Monaſteries were very ſcarce 
| in Northumberland about the middle of this Century; but before the end of it, ſeveral _ 
very elegant ones were erected in that Kingdom, owing chiefly to the noble ſpirit of 
Wilfrid Biſhop of York. This Prelate was then in high favour with Ofwi and 
Egfrid Kings of Northumberland, and moſt of the Nobility of that Kingdom; 
by whoſe unbounded liberality in lands, and plate and jewels, and all kind of rich 
furniture, he roſe to a degree of opulency, as to vie with Princes in ſtate and magni- 
8 ficence; and this enabled him to found ſeveral rich Monaſteries, and build ſuch ſtate- 
q edifices in «thoſe parts, as cannot but excite. the admiration of poſterity.5 | TO 
4 roſecyte theſe great undertakings, he gave all due encouragement to the moſt skil- 
ful builders and artificers of every kind, eminent in their ſeveral ways, and by 
proper rewards always kept them in his ſervice, to the great advantage and emolu- 
ment of his country; ſome of theſe he procured at Canterbury, when he had prevail- 
ed on Eadius and Eona to undertake the inſtructing his Choirs in the Roman manner 
of ſinging;$ other eminent builders and artiſts he invited, or brought over with him 
from ws 0 France, and other Countries for that purpoſe: 7 and according to 


, * Th Malme- 
by t Richard Prior Hagziſtal, lib. i i. cap. 3. 2 Ibid. 5 Bode Hiſt üb. 1. c 2. In. 27. 4 Ibid. 
lib. ii. cap. 14. and Bb. iii. cap. 2. - 

5 The famous Abbat Benedi# Biſcopius, e ion of Wi Irid i in his travels," was about 


that time engaged in we ae ae eee, and founded the Monaſteries of S. DW e Paul 

| at Wermauth and Gyre. 
— Cum. Cantoribus Aude et Eona, et camentariis, eee pene artis aca. in | zionem 35 
0 8 revertens, cum regula Benediddi inſtituta eccleſiarum Dei bene melioravit. adi vit. | 
AT e cap. 14. — Bedz Hiſt. Eccl. lib. iv. cap. 2. 
— de Roma queque, et Italia, et Francia, et de aliis terris ubicumque invenire poterät, c- 6 
1 et quoſliber alios induſtrios artifices eee Ne ee + 5 


. eee | Rich, Prior an lib. i. cap. 3. 
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"Malmeſbury and Eddius, was eminent for his knowledge and skill in the TKienee of 


Architecture, and himſelf the principal director in all thoſe works, in concert with 


"thoſe excellent maſters, whom the hopes of preferment had invited from Rome 'and 


other places, to execute thoſe excellent plans which he had formed: but of all his 
works, the Church of Hexham was the firſt and moſt ſumptuous, and as far as ap- 


«pears, was never equalled by any other in this kingdom whilſt the Saxons continued 


to govern: Indeed there was no period fince the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity a among 
them, in which thoſe polite and elegant arts that embelliſh life and adorn the coun- | 


try, ſeem to have made ſo great advances as during the time he continued in favour. 
Neither was his fame confined to the Kingdom of Northumberland; his great abilities 
and reputation for learning, gained him reſpect in the other Kin gdoms of the 


Heptarchy: Wulfere and Etbelred Kings of Mercia often invited him thither to per- 


. Epiſcopal office among them, and for his advice and inſtructions in found- 


expolivit, arbitratu quidem multa propr 
8 l, Malmeſb, de geſtis Pontif. . Avgl, p pag 72.— Eddii vit. 


3 


5 80 1 e —_— * E 
'F Bedz Hiſt. Eccl. lib. iv. cap. 13. Eddi vit. 8. Wüfridi cap. 5 5 = 


ing ſeveral monaſteries. He alſo happily finiſhed the converſion of the Heptarchy, 
by preaching the Goſpel to the Kingdom of the South-Saxons, containing what are 


now the Counties of Surry and Swſex, the only one which remained till that time 


unconverted; for which end he had been kindly entertained by King Edihwalch, Who 
gave him the peninſula of Selgſea; where alſo he founded a Monaſtery, in which the 
Epiſcopal See was at firſt placed, but afterwards removed to Chichefer. And that 
the Church and Monaſtery at Ely founded by St. Etheldreda, were built under his di- | 


rection, ſeems highly probable, as from many other circumſtances, ſo in particular 
From what is related by the Ely Hiſtorian; ; viz. that he ſpent a conſiderable time 


with her, on her coming to Eh, in ſettling the economy of her Convent, was in- 
truſted with the whole conducting of her affairs, and (if I rightly underſtand his. 


meaning, ) formed the plan of her Monaſtery; though the neceſſary funds for carry- 
ing on the work, he tells us, were ſupplied by her brother Allulfus King o 
Eaft- Angles. There are very conſiderable ruins of this ancient Saxon Mo: 


Ely ſtill in being, eſpecially of the Church that belonged to it po what kind of 


Fabric that was, we ſhall be the better able to determine, when we come to take a 
yore” * en eee remains, ts ns wy * more wh e MOORE of them 
f 1 
1 3 bi i Hagufalibem) & =dificia- minaci aten e murorum erecta, — mine quantum 
ſed et cæmentariorum, quos ex Roma ſpes munifi- 


he 


centiæ attraxerat, magiſterio Nc. IF l 


3 Solus autem Wilfridus Pontifex, quem Virgo Regina præ omnibus in regno e et 
hum habuerat, ſuis tunc neceſſitatihus proviſorem adhibuit, jura illic adminiſtravit" Epiſcopalia 


A quo, ſicut in Beda legitur, facta eſt Abbatiſſa. Lib. Elien. MS. lib. i. cap. 1 3. 


L Poſt modicum fratris ſui memorati Regis Aldulfi auxiliis niajore 1nibi fig Eh) ebtrads 


Monaſterio Virginum Deo devotarum perplurium, mater hug et e e won elle et mo- | 
| nitis, quarum uſibus ex integro inſulam conſtituit. Ibid. FE AVIS 1 
Sanctus Wilfridus — ut eam in Ely deſcendiſſe cognoverat, ein advolat, de anime Gal. 


dis, de ſtatu mentis, de qualitate converſationis tractatur. Deinde in Abbatiſſæ officio eam 


A 0 ipf PRE mh as conlilium et VRIES habuit, - On cap. t 


emque illic adunatum conſecravit, locum ſua diſpuſitious conſtituit, e in omnibus ſolicitum 5 99252 
uti | 


ibuit; ubi vitam non ſolum ſibi, ſed cunctis ibidem exiſtentibus 3 denpore duxit; 


e ER CRP, US . 


. before; having received 
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in the ſtate they now are. In the mean time I ſhall proceed in ſome further obſer- 
vations on the ſtate of Architecture among the Saxons, and ſhow not only that the 
opinion which ſome authors have entertained of their Churches and Monaſteries, as 
if they were uſually wooden fabricks, is erroneous, and has no foundation in true 
hiſtory; but alſo that very elegant ſtone n ſupported 15 pillars and arches 
were very common with them. 

In the beginning of the 8th. Century, the ſame ſtile of ArchitoBure FP was uſed 
here in England by the Saxons, was making it's way into the more Northern parts of 
this Iſland; for Bede tells us, that inthe year 710. Nuiton King of the Pics in a letter 
he wrote to Ceolfrid Abbat of Girwy informed him, among other things, of his intend- 
ing to build a Church of ſtone to the honour of St. Peter; requeſting, at the ſame - 
time, to ſend him ſome Artificers to build it after the Rowan manner. Hence it ſhould 
| ſeem that the ſtile of Architecture generally uſed in that Age in England, was called 
the Roman manner, and was. the ſame that was then uſed at Rome, 1n Tah, and in 
other parts of the Empire. 

ABOUT the ſame time, A.D. 756 Ecbelbald Kun of 1 founded the Monaſtery 
of Croyland in Lincolnſhire.* The ſoil was marſhy, and not well able to ſupport a 
Fabrick of ſtone: in which circumſtances a timber building might be thought moſt 
expedient, on account of it's lightneſs, had ſuch been generally uſed in that age. 
However we find the King cauſed a vaſt number of large oaken piles to be driven 
into the ground, and more ſolid earth to be brought in boats nine miles by water, 
and laid t ereon, to make it the more ſound and commodious for building; and 

then laid the foundation of the Church of ſtone, which he finiſned, and alſo all the 
neceſſary offices of that Monaſtery, on which he beſtowed many . as 1 
vileges, and liberally endowed it. | 
Bor perhaps one of the moſt complete PRESTR nende. that we hae on au- 

thentic account of, is that of St, Peter in York, as it was rebuilt about the middle of 
the 8th. Century. The Church founded there by King Edwin, and finiſhed by his 
Succeſſor King Oswald, and afterwards repaired by Biſhop Wilfrid, as mentioned 
great damage by a fire, which happened in the year 741.5 
| Archbiſhop Albert who was promoted to that See A. D. 767. thought»proper to take 
it wholly down and rebuild. it. This Albert was of a Noble family and a native of 
Tark; in his younger days he was ſent by his parents to a Monaſtery, where making 


a great proficiency i in learning, he was ordained a Deacon and afterwards a Prieſt; 


being taken into the Family of Archbiſhop Egbert, to whom he was' nearly related 
in blood, he was by Him preferred. to the Maſterſhip of the celebrated School at Tl, 

where he employed himſelf in educating youth in Grammar, Rhetoric, and Poetry, 
and taught alſo Aſtronomy, Natural Philgſophy, and Divinity. He afterwards tra- 
velled, and viſited Rome, and the moſt eminent ſeats of learning abroad, and was ſolicited 
5 grata een Princes. to ling. but declined ay and: N home, he brought 
beds Hitt Ee: lib. v. cap. 21. Inguloi Hiſt Gee pag. 4 25 chron. Mails, Simeon | 
Dd Ju * s * een ad e Di e nn. te 78 8 


alſo was pap d that when we read that ſuch a Bi 
built fuch 


5 Vol. i. P: 110. 
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with him a fine collection of Books he had met with in his travels, and ſoon Ley: was 
made Archbiſhop of rk. Finding his Church in a ruinous condition, occaſioned 
probably by the late fire, and perhaps not ſufficiently repaired fince that accident, he 
determined to take it wholly down, and to rebuild it. The principal Architects he 
employed in that work were two of his own Church, and who had received their 
education under him, namely, Eanbald (who afterwards ſucceeded him in the See of 
7erk,) and the famous Alcuin; both of them reckoned among the moſt learned men 
of that Age; who with great zeal and unanimity, begun, carried on, and finiſhed it 
in a few years; and, as appears by the deſcription, executed the work in a moſt 
ſumptuous and magnificent manner. Albert juſt lived to ſee his Church compleated; 


for growing old and infirm, he either reſigned his See, or took Eanball, his in- 


tended Succeſſor, for his coadjutor in the Epiſcopal office, the three or four laſt 


years of his life; and they both aſſiſted at the conſecration of it, only ten days before 
his death, which happened according to Alcuin November the 8th. 780. His noble 


collection of Books he depoſited in the Library at Torꝶ, probably the ſame that is 


| faid to have been founded by Archbiſhop Egbert; but which he greatly augmented 
and committed . 
them to the cuſtody of the learned Alcuin, who gratefully celebrates the memory of 


by the addition of all thoſe he had procured in his travels abroad; 


his Patron, and ranks him in the higheſt claſs amongſt men of eminence in that age 


for learning, piety, and munificence; and has at the ſame time left x us vn A per me 


of this Church, which I ſhall give below in his own words.? 

From the deſcription here given, in which the principal 3 __ roquiſi 
of a complete and finiſhed Edifice are expreſſed, Pillars, Arches, Vaulted W Win 
dows, Porticos gg mene and, Forney of Wd with their 1 


den crc n thr age to as an. 


ir. doin in > tis Anne of Painting is in Excl; 3 
Arts, obſerves 3, © that as all the other Arts, were formerly confined to Cloiſte 


and ſuch n Bikes, they often gave the Plans, as well as furniſhed the ne- 


whey funds. The en of this obſcrvatior ee een eee hh. 
8 „ Winkeln. b Malmeſburienſ. de Pendelbus 1 e be ee eee 1 
. 2 © Aft nova bafilice mire Itrucbura diehus © . 3s triginta tenet variis . args. TT 
 Prefulis bujus erat jam capa, peratia, ſacrata. | Hoc duo diſcipubi te 2 Doltore jubente, COD, 
Hlac mis alta domus ſalidis fuſfulta column bs, WP. 7; rficarunt Eanbaldus et Alcuinus, ambo 15 
_ Suppofita gue Sant curvatis arcubus, inis | Concordes operi devota ment Pudduter: © wy 
' Emicat epregits Jaquearibus atque feneftris, Hoc tamen igſe Pater ſocio cum Præſule 3 
Pulcbraque porricibus fulget circumdata multis, j Ante die decima guam et ultima vile 
Plurima droerfes retinens ſolaria tettis, Lamina preſentis, Sophia ſacraverat alme.” h 
| This account of Archbiſhop Albert, and his piling St: Peter's Church in Fork, r 


Alcuin's Poem De Pontificibus et Sanclis Ecclefie Ebor. publiſhed by Dr. Gale A, D. 1691, in which his 


life is more fully wrote. — The name of Albert is ole mentioned by Biſhop: Godwin, in his 
catalogue of B r 2 is 
Name tranſmitted to TT Rt, r 
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St. Peter's in York, of which Eanhald and Alcuin were the chief Architects; in that of 
the Church belonging to Gyrwi Monaſtery, built by Abbat Benedict Biſcoprus ; and thoſe 
of the Churches of Rippon, Hexham, and Ely, by Bp. Wilfrid; and in many other in- 
ſtances that occur in Hiſtory; ſome-of which may be taken notice of afterwards. And* 
indeed it is highly probable that the principal Architects of many or moſt of our beſt 
Churches and Monaſteries, both in this and ſucceeding ages, were ſome or other of 


thoſe religious ſocieties themſelves, who generally ſpeaking wanted only inferior Artiſts - 
and workmen to carry their deſigns into execution; and even of theſe they were in 


art ſupplied, out of their own Houſes, where the elegant and polite Arts, particularly 
thoſe of Sculpłure and Painting, were much cultivated and improved. 


In the gth. Century, the frequent and almoſt continual invaſions of this Kingdom - 


* the Danes, introduced the greateſt diſorder and confuſion in the ſtate, and brought 
it almoſt to the brink of ruin. War and it's neceſſary attcndarits, the defolation and 


deſtruction of our Churches, Monaſteries, and other Edifices b 1 pablick and pri- 


vate, with the ſlaughter of the inhabitants, take up the arnitelt part of the Annals 


of thoſe times. Mean while Arts and Sciences, which in the laſt century had been 


in a very flouriſhing condition, began to be neglected, and Religion and Lear ning 


loſt their proper influence on men's minds, and were ſinking apace into diſrepute 


and contempt. In the midſt of theſe publick calamities however, it pleaſed Pro- 
vidence to raiſe to the throne Alfred worthily ſurnamed the Great. The vigorous 


meaſures he purſued to reſcue his country from the hands of thoſe barbarous in- 


vaders of it, and to reſtore it to it's former luſtre, deſerve the higheſt encomiums. 
Engaged as he was in continual wars during his whole reign of near thirty years, he 
never ceaſed to exert. his utmoſt endeavours to reſtore religion and learning, to pro- 


mote commerce, to cultivate. and improve all the fine and elegant arts. 3 His Court 
was the reſort of learned men 1 all An as well his own ſubjects, as foreign- 


ers, invited thither from the neighbouring Kingdoms, and retained there by proper 
rewards.“ Among his other ing npliſhments, he was skilful in Architecture, and 
excelled his predeceſſors i in elegance of bi 
ucting re —— the ſecurity af his coaſts, and erecting caſtles in convenient 
the Indeed Architecture before this time had been almoſt Wend 
ructures; but now was by Alfred and his two immediate $1 


—_ chiefly applied to mie purpoſes, in Ane Fortrefſes nd TOOL and i in 


building and repairing 


fidy of the'D Diner pdund)/ 1 thus by adding to the defence ain! fe. ity, he alfo iran 
ina the face of the Country.? He alſo encouraged the pepairing of Churches, 


two Monaſteries, and reſtored ſome others: s and to all theſe great works 


he allotted, and conſtantly expended a conſiderable part of his revenue. 9 But the miſ- 


chiefs the Wan Pa 1 were e and the evils too heavy to be ſoon 
re m eee eee do it: for it is certain 
| Ai re "ea even of the Great tak h a 


| my | were 
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ever able effectual ly to remove them. Part of this ; work however was carried on by | 


in the preſence of Ailuin and 
in the Hiſto! * 


Roof, one of them at the W 


ſpectaculum præbebat; major vero in quadrifidæ ſtructuræ medio ee the + Porrectis de alia 
15 * W e e 1 ne laxe 277 nt en 1 e eee 
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his Succeſſor. in the next ageeG. 
Edward his ſon who ſucceeded bim in e year g goo, though inforias + to his Father 


in learning, ſurpaſſed him in martial glory. His genius too was turned to Archi- 


tecture, but it was chiefly military: he built fortreſſes in different parts of the King. 


dom, encompaſſed cities and great towns with walls and other means of defence, to 


check the ſudden incurſions of the Danes; out of whoſe hands he wreſted the King- 
doms of the Eaſ-Angles and Northumberland, and obliged the Scots and Welſb to 
own. his ſovereignty. * He is ſaid to have repaired the Univerſity of Cambridge, 3 
after it had been burnt by the Danes; though whether is meant of reſtoring it as a. 
ſeat of learning, or only rebuilding the town, is not clear. Some Churches and 


Monaſteries, indeed were founded or repaired in his reign, in that of Athelſtan, + 


and of his immediate Succeſſors; but the more general enen of W was re- | 


ſerved for the peaceable times of King Edgar. ; 
- Edgar is ſaid to have founded more than forty Monaſteries; 33 451 they lar hint 


ly ſuch as had been deſtroyed: by the Danes, and were either in poſſeſſion of the 
ſecular Clergy, or had laid deſolate to that time; and ſo may more properly be ſaid 


to have been repaired only, and reſtored to their former uſe: however ſeveral Mo- 


naſteries were firſt founded in his time; and by the accounts we have of them, it 


appears that ſome new improvements in Architecture had lately been made, or were 


about that time introduced. The famous Abby of Ramſey in Huntingdonſhire, * was 
one of theſe; and was founded by Ailwin Alderman of all England, as he is ſtiled; 
with the aſſiſtance of Oſtald Biſhop of Worcefter, afterwards Archbiſhop of York. All 
the Offices and the Church belonging to this Monaſtery were new built, under the: 
direction of Zdnoth one of the Monks of Worcefter, ſent thither for that purpoſe. 


This Church, which was fx years in building, was finiſhed in the hear 994, and in 


the ſame year on the unnd of November, with great ſolemnity, dedicated by Ofwald, 


then raiſed to the Archiepiſcopal-See of York, aſſiſted by Alfnorh Biſhop of the Dioceſe, 
other great Men. By a deſcription given of this Church 
to have had © two Towers raiſed above the 


of that Abby, 7 it appea 


plan of this new. Jen Was a 5 with Side-Illes, a. 
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| Floren. Wigorn. ad an. 921. 3 Lode A gl. Sacr. vol. i. p. Iagulphi. Hiſt. p. 29. 
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cujus non emendaret cultum vel ædificia. Monaſt. Angl. vol.i. pag.33. - Hiſt. Ran 


pag 399. inter xv Scriptores, Edit. per Gale. 7 „dus quoque turres ipſis tectorum 0 


eminebant, quarum minor verſus occidentem in fronte Baſilicæ pulchrum intrantibus inſulam a l. 
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eſt-end of the Church, affording a noble proſpect og 5 
diſſtance to them that approached the Iſland; the other, which was larger, was ſup- 
ported by four Pillars in the middle of the Building, where it divided i W 
being connected together by: Aber , which extended to other adjoining Arches, to 5 
keep them from giving way.“ : From: this paſſage one oy eaſy 2 that he 
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THE SAXON CHURCHES „ 
Towers, one in the Weſt- front, and the other in the interſection of the Croſs; a 
mode of building, I apprehend, which had not then been long in uſe here in England; 
for it is obvious to remark, that in the deſcriptions we have remaining of the more 
ancient Saxon Churches, as particularly thoſe of St. Andrew's at Hexham, and St. Peter's 
at Tori, i fully enough deſcribed ; not à word occurs, by which it can be inferred, 
that theſe, or indeed any other of them, had either Croſs- buildings or high Towers 
raiſed above their Roofs ; but, as far as we can judge, we os 4 moſtly ſquare, 2 or rather 
oblong buildings, and generally turned circular at the Eaſt-end; 3 in form nearly, if 
not exactly, reſembling the Baf/icz, or Courts of Juſtice in great Cities throughout 
the Roman Empire; many of which, were in fact, converted into Chriſtian Churches, 
on the firſt eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity under Conflantine the Great; and new-erected 
Churches were conſtructed: on the ſame plan, on account of its manifeſt utility for 
the reception of large Aſſemblies: Hence Bafilica was commonly uſed in that, and 
ſeveral ſucceeding Ages for Eccle -fa or Church, and continued {6 even after the form 
ol our Churches was changed. Now theſe Baflice differed in their manner of con- 
ſtruction from the Templa; for the Pillars of theſe latter were on the outſide of the 
Building, and conſequently their Porticos expoſed to the weather; but the Pillars of 
the former were within, and their Porticos open only towards the Nave or main body 
of the Building their chief entrance alſo was on one end, the other uſually termi- 
nating in a ſemicirele: and this, I conceive, was the general form of our oldeſt Saxon 
Churches. The plan of the old Conventual Church at Ely, founded in the year 673, 
conveys a good idea of it; except that the original circular end having been occa- 
tio ally taken down, as I find, in the year 1102, and another building, ending alſo 
in a ſemicircle, erected in its room; the original form is traced 0 out by dotted lines, 
(ast ea. Plate iv. | 
I is highly probable that 2 uſe of Bells gave Gee ion to the firſt and moſt con- 
ken alteration that was made in the general plan of our Churches, by the neceſſity 
it induced of having ſtrong and high- raiſed edifices for their reception. The ra in- 
deed of the invention of Bells is ſomewhat obſcure; 5 and it muſt be owned that raj 
races of them may be diſcovered in our Monaſteries even in the ſeventh Century; % 
yet I believe, one may venture to aſſert, that ſuch large ones as required diſtinct 
buildings for their ſupport, do not appear to have been in uſe among us till the 
tenth Century; about the middle of which we find ſeveral of our Churches were 
furniſhed with them, by the munificence of our Kings.” And the account we have 
10 St. Om s {nat to Fram an Abby, by their Feen , piety ſhows they x were 


not 
. 455 pag, 22. 46 2 81 Peter- at York, heats 155 Xing Edwin A. D. . 627, is . reported 
; by Bede to have been of that form; per quadr um ccepit ædificare baſilicam. i Hiſt. Eccl: lib. 


Me 3 An ancient Church at Abendon, built about the year 675, by Heane the firſt Abbat of 
+: lace, was an oblong building, 120 feet in length; and what is ſingular, was of a circular form 
7 the Weſt, as a on the Eaſt. — * habebat in longitudine 120 "_ et erat rotundum tàm 
in occidentali quia in parte orientali.** Monaſt. e an i. pag-98 14 Camden's: Britannia. 
col. 380. Edit, Gibſon. - 5. Vid. Spelmanni Gloſſ. ad Campana. Hiſt lib. iv. cap. 23. 

7 Ethelſtanus Rex (circa 4. 5. 935) dedit quatuor magnas Campanas Sto, Cuthberto. Monaſt. 
Angl. vol. i. pag. 40. lin. 32. Rex Eadredus duo A n non iodide Eecleſiæ Eboracenſi donavit.”: 
Matth. Welt e cnn Rex Edgarus, circa A. D. 974. Eccleſiæ 1 e „Sau 

Campanas, com 1 Hiſt. Rameſien. 9 e. 5 
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not very oommon in that age; for he ſays," the liberality of that Prelate confiſted” 
chiefly in ſuch things as were then wonderful and ſtrange in England; among which: 
he reckons the large Bells, and Organs he gave theim. But from this — they be- 
came more frequent, and in time the common Furnitute to our Churches. 
BELLS, no doubt, at firſt ſuggeſted the neceſſity of Towers; Towers promiſed to 5 
„ be imagination ſomething noble and extraordinary, in the uncommon effects they 
Veoere capable of producing by their requiſite loftineſs and variety of forms: — the 
hint was improved, and Towers were built not only for neceſſary uſe, but often 
for ſymmetry and ornament, in different parts of the Fabrick; and partie larly,” 
when. the plan of a Croſs was adopted, the uſefulneſs of fuch a building appeared in 
the interſection of the Croſs, adding ſtrength to the whole, by its incumbent weight 
on that part.3 This is the ſhort Hiſtory of the origin of Towers and Steeples; which 
M1 [ always have been, and ſtill are conſidered as the pride and ornament of our Churches. 
7 theſe innovations might begin under King Alfred: the encomiums beſtowed: 
3 on him as an Architect, look that W ſeem to point at ſome notable i improre- 
ments in that art in his time; perhaps from models imported from abroad, by ſome 
| learned Foreigners he uſually ee in his Court. However, there is room 
1 ah; for panegyrick on that head, without aſcribing to him, © the re-edifying and 
reſtoring almoſt every Monaſtery in his Dominions, which either the ore. 4 
—_ verty of the times, or the ſacrilegious fury of the Danes, had brought : 
= building many and improving. more: 6 all which may with great exit and 
EE” be applied to King Edgar: — it is fufficient to ſay there were two Monaſteries un- 
. 5 ä = doubtedly of Alfred's foundation, Athelney and Shafteſbury. ' Of the former love „ 
count is given by Malmeſbury; 7 it was ſituate on a ſmall River Iſland in Somerſetſhire, 
Fare 2 two acres ph ow . ee deere with an ee . moraſs, which 5 
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_—_ 1 8. P e «in . 58 838 ques tunc in in db ana Py? at, dee 
—— > 4 et ingenium confereftis offerre crebro, Inter que Si a ſono et mole pPræſtantia; et Organa, Ke”. 
3 I 1 ill, Malmesb. de Pontif. lib. v. Edit. Angl. Sacr. vol. i. pag. 33.— Dunitanus, e cujus induſtria 
= = _ refloruit Eccleſia Glaſton. ]—-feci Organa et Signa dus præcipua, et Campanam in refectorio.“ Wil. 
A Malmeſb. de Antig. Glaſton. Eccleſ. pag. 324. Edit, Galei. — Athelwoldus Abbas Monaſterii de Aben=; 
. 7 . don, regnante Edgaro Rege, —* fecit duas Campanas, quas in domo [Dei] poſuit, cum aliis duabus, | 
= - 4 OSS ; 5 . B. Dunſtanus feciſſe perhibetur. Monaſt. Angl. vol. i. p. 104. lin. 2 © 

=_ VE Bd 9 The Campanile, or that particular Tower allotted for the ule of Bells, was ſometimes a diſtin * 5 
_— te building of itſelf; but more commonly adjoined to the Church, ſo as tw mile it ot 1 ES 
E 25 th „ Ik | ir uſually at the Weſt end. id. Monaſt. Angl. vol. i 3s P. 995. * 42. 5 17 | 

= 92 . 1 3 See thi explained by Sir Chrifopher Wren, in his Letter to Biſhop Mean in uus Fil. 
_ 5 55 24 5 pr arte Archicrttonlc Lands.” Malmeſb. de Reg: Ang: 5 Floren, f Wigorn, ada annum bey 5 
A ” 6 Riographia Britan. under Ard. 7 Monaſt. Ang}. vol i; p. a2? . 
1 8 5 5 38. fecit Eccleſiam ſitu-quidem. pro anguſtia ſpacii modicam, fed 170 edificandi modo com- 
== _ paſtam quatuor enim _ ſolo infixi totam ſuſpendunt mach nam,” quatuor cancellis oper 4381 
mwmmie.ieso in circuitu ductis.“ Ibid. — It is not quite clear from this b. deer it was 8 Stone or. 
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THE SAXON CHURCHES, 1 1855 31 


Church was e one of his firſt eſſays in Architecture; a Model, rather 3 a 
finiſhed piece; a ſpecimen of that new form then introduced; in which one may 
diſcover the rudiments of a Croſs and of a Tower, which we find were afterwards 
brought to greater perfection, and were the faſhionable improvements in the 1 next 


age; as appears by Arfwin's Church at Ramſey above-mentioned. 


Hap there been more remains of theſe ancient Structures now in b or had vo. 4 
our Eccleſiaſtical Writers been more expreſs, we might at this time have been able to 


with greater certainty concerning them: but Monuments of that kind are very 
and what deſcriptions we have, are moſtly expreſſed in- ſuch general terms, as 


give ittle or no ſatisfaction in the particulars we want to know. Sir Chriſtopher „ 
ſpeaking of the old Abby Church of Weftminfer, built by King Edgar, gives his 
5 opinion of what kind of Architecture the Saxons uſed; 3 — This, tis probable, was 


a good ſtrong Building, after the manner of the Age, not much altered from the 
Roman way. We have ſome forms of this ancient Saxon way, which was with Piers, © 
or round Pillars (ſtronger than Tuſcan or Doric) round-headed Arches and Win- 
dows. Such was Winchefter Cathedral of old, and ſuch at this day the Royal Chapel 
in the White Tower of London, the Chapel of St. Creſs's, the Chapel of Chri/t Church 

in Oxford, formerly an old Monaſtery, and divers others I need not name, built before 
the Conqueſt, and fach was St. Paul's built in King Rufuss time. Theſe ancient 
ſtructures were without Buttreſſes, only with thicker Walls; the Windows were, very 
narrow and lattiſed ;4+ for King Alfred is praiſed for inventing Lanthorns to keep 
in the Lamps in the Churches.” This eminent Architect, I doubt, could not eaſily 
recolle& ſuch ſpecimens of buildings, as he was really ſatisfied were built before the 

. - Conqueſt, which his di 
he brings were, undoubtedly erected after that period: —by this however he diſ- 
covers his own ee „ that og Faxes and Norman Architecture was the e 


a; 


2 25 Saxon way of buildiog Was, hs 98s Grid 25 Wren 1 very wong There were many 
Cathedral and Conventual Churches of that kind at the time of the Conqueſt, which might therefore , 
probably have continued to this day, had they not been pulled down, or ſuffered to run to ruin by _ 
cauſe-of which, was the removal Trks Biſhops Sees {ſome of which had been 
”— or ſmall Towns) to Cities and more populous places, by the Council of London, 
A. D. 1078. This occaſioned the old Saxon Cathedrals in the deſerted Sees, to be ＋ and fall 
to decay; andi in thoſe places where they were ſuffered to continue, they were ſoon after demoliſhed, 


neglect, One principal 
laced in Villages 


to make room for the more ſtately Fabricks of the Normans ; except in. ſome few i 
perhaps . be found incorporated with the then 
the Normans. The ruin of the reſt is eaſily pon ti for, conſidering what havock was made of them 
at their ſurrender, and the effectual means uſed by the Viſitors e een by King Henry III. co de- 
ſtroy them. See Willis's Hiſt. of Abbies, vol. i. p. 180, 18 t. and vol. ii. Pref. p. 7. 

Letter to che Biſhop of Rocheſter, in 2 Parentalia, — and in Widmore's Hiſt. of Weſtm, 


ſome parts 


Abby, p.44. 
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5 32 | IMPROVEMENTS IN ARCHITECTURE, 


SECT, VI. eee 
Improvements in em, by the Normans, 


U R Hiſtorians expreſily mention a new mode of We e brought i into 
uſe by the Normans, and particularly apply it to the Abby Church at Ye/- 
3 built by King Edward the Confeſſor, in which he was buried ; * and after- 
_ wards ſpeak of it, as the prevailing mode throughout the Kingdom. —This account 
has not a · little perplexed our modern critical inquirers, who are at a loſs to aſcertain 
the real difference, between the Saxon and the Norman mode of building. F 
IN order therefore to reconcile theſe ſeemingly different accounts, it is proper to 
obſerve, that the general plan and diſpoſition of all the principal parts in the latter 
Saxon and earlieſt Norman Churches, was the ſame ; — the chief entrance was at the 
Weſt end into the Nave; at the upper end of that was a Croſs, with the arms-of it 
extending North and South, and the head (in which was the Choir) towards the 
Eaſt, ending uſually in a ſemicircular form; and in the centre of the Croſs was a 
Tower, another was frequently added (and ſometimes two, for the ſake of ornament 
or ſymmetry,) to contain the Bells; the Nave, and often the whole building, was 
: encompaſſed with inner Porticos ; the Pillars were round, ſquare, or angular, and 
very. ſtrong and maſſive ; the Arches, and heads of the Doors and Windows, were all 
of them circular. In theſe reſpects, it may perhaps be difficult to point out any 
* | conſiderable difference between the Saxon and Norman Architecture. In a popular 
=_ ſenſe however, I apprehend. there wilt appear a ſufficient diſtinction, to intitle the 
. latter a new mode of building, as our Hiſtorians call it, in reſpect to the former 
TER Saxons, ſometime before the ruin of their ſtate, as Malmesbury. obſerves, 3: had 
greatly fallen from the virtue of their Anceſtors in Religion and Learning; vice and 
 irreligion had gained the aſcendant, and their moral character was at the loweſt ebb; 
in their way of living they were luxurious and expenſive, though their Houſes were 
at the ſame time rather low and mean buildings.“ The Normans, on the contrary, 
were moderate and abſtemious, and delicate withal in their diet; fond of ſtately and 
ſumptuous houſes ; affected pomp and magnificence in their mien and dreſs, and 
W in their buildin 85, pu blick as well as gs: . hey ns 1 civility ' 


[ 


1 as 


Rs Wh Sepultus oft [Rex Edwardus)) Londini in Eccleſia; 8 . npoſitionis genere con- 
Brazen ; a qua poſt multi Eccleſias conſtruentes, exemplum adepti, opus i illud expenſis xmulaban- 
tur ſumptuoſis. Ma,tth. Paris Hiſt, 8 — * Eccleſiam n een s genere Nevo. fecit.“ W. 
Malmeſb. de Geſt. Reg. 5 | 
—_ 2 « Videas abique in villis Eecleſias, in nes er urbibus. 0 ſt ri 1 o.xvlifican e c „ 
Ss 5 {urgere.” Malmeſb. ibid. p.102.  _ i , THETSL, 5 ons 
1 : De Regibus Anglia. p. 101. | 2 „ 
4 paruis et abjectis domibus totos ſumptus ab! int: et N abſim 1 aui 
amplis et ſuperbis ædificiis modicas expenſas agunt. — een erant tune et 5 adhuc veſtibus 
ad invidiam culti, cibis citra ullam nimietatem delicati. Domi i ingentia dificia (ut dixi) moderatos 
ſiumptus moliri, paribus invidere ſuperiores prætergredi velle, &c. Religionis normam in Anglia 
5 uh aque emortuam adventu ſuo ſuſcitarunt ; videas ubique i in villis Eccleſias, in vicis et 8 0 5 
m0 $62. novo ædificandi genere conſurgere, recenti ritu Patriam florere, ita ut ſibi periiſſe diem = 


bee. er exiſtimet, . non W OR OS? cel Ibid. 1 e 
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and the liberal arts, reſtored Learning, and endeavoured to raiſe again Religion from 
the languid ſtate into which it was fallen; — to this end they repaired and enlarged 
the Churches and Monaſteries, and erected new ones every where, in a more ſtately 
and ſumptuous manner than had been known in theſe Kingdoms before. This is 
what our Hiſtorians take notice of, and call it a new manner of Building; we ſtyle it 
now the Norman Architecture: the criterion of which is, I conceive, chiefly it's maſſive- 
neſs, and enlarged dimenſions, in which it far exceeded the Saxon. Some ſpecimens of 
this Norman kind of building had indeed been produced a little time before the Con- 
queſt, owing to our communication with the Normans, whoſe cuſtoms and manners 
King Eduurd, who had been educated, in that Court, was fond of introducing ;! —- 
* was the Abby Church which he erected at Veſtminſter, and * ſerved afterwards 
as a pattern to other builders, being rivalled by many, at a great expenſe ;” 2 ſuch. 
alſo was St. Peter's Church in Gloucefter, built about the ſame time, ich 1 
till remaining: this mode of building, in the language of profeſſed Artiſts, we fin 

is reckoned the ſame with the Saxon: — all the difference, as far as appears. to us at 
this diſtance of time, was in the magnitude or ſize of their ſeveral buildings. The 
Caron Churches, were often elegant fabricks and yell conſtructed, as has been ob- 
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Their plan was 1 05 great and noble, pry hey laid, hei 
ſcaarcely, we may imagine, with a view of ever living to ſee; it comple 
time := their munen egin at the Eaſt end, or- | 


: = 2.66 Rex k Edwardus natus.. in | 8 ia ſed? i in las et Wan e immoratus, ee in 
5 ea tranſierat, adducens ac attrahens de Normannia plurimos, quos variis dignitatibus promotos 

in immenſum Gcaltabat.—ccepit ergo tota terra ſub Rege, et ſub aliis Normannis introductis Anglicok = | 
Titus dimittere et Francorum mores in multis imitari.” Ingulphi Hiſt: p. 62. Edit. Gale. *— aqua  —_ 
multi Eceleſias conſtruentes, exemplum adepti, opus 1755 8 æmulabantur . 

5 latth. Paris Hit, p.. 3 Diverſis fultum columnis, ac multiplicibus volutum hinc et inde Vw 9 
Y 2 — As Sulcardus a Monk of Weſtminſter deſcribes the Abby Church there, built by Edward the 4: 
 Confeflor; whict, was of this kind. Widmore's Hiſtory of Weltminſter Abby..p.10....+*— Nova fecit 
8 Mauritius] fundamenta tam ſpacioſa, ut qui ea tempeſtate vixerunt plerique en bog eius tan - 
quam temerarium et audax nimium reprehenderent, nunquam futurum dicentes, ut molis tam ingen · 
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remainder carried on as far as they were able, and then left to their gucceſſors to be 
| compleated : and it is very obſervable, that all our Cathedral, and moſt of the Abby 
Churches, befides innumerable Parochial Churches, werę either wholly rebuilt or 
greatly 1 improved within leſs than a Century after the Conqueſt, and all of them by 
| Normans introduced into this Kingdom; as wilt evidently appear on examining the 
Hiſtory of their ſeveral Foundations." It was the policy of the firſt Norman Kings to 
remove the Enghfh or Saxons from all places of truſt or profit, and admit none but 
Foreigners: infomuch that Malmesbury, who lived in the Reign of Henry the Fir, += 
| obſerves, © That in his time there was not one Engh/bman poſſeſſed of any poſt of 
honour or profit under the Government, or of any conſiderable office in the Church. 
 Biſhopricks and all the beſt Eccleſiaſtical preferments, were filled by thoſe Fo- 
reigners, and the Eftates of the Saxon Nobility were divided among them. Thus 
being enriched and furniſhed with the means, it muſt be owned, Mey Gard hes 
pains nor coſt in erecting Churches, Monaſteries, Caſtles, and other Edifices beth. 
for publick and private uſe, in the moſt ſtately and ſumptuous manner.” And, I think, 
we may venture to ſay, that the Circular Arch, Round-headed Doors and Windows, 
Maſſive Pillars, with a kind of regular Baſe and Capital, and thick Walls, without 
prog rominent Nees were rue by” them te the end — 5 . 


or ir Lovenge-work engen rom both of which appear at Dark, hn the ürſt : 

mim the Undereroft at pode We So „e We p word for the woſt | 

bert plain and fang, yet. fone of their principal e the "ace 
entrance at the Weſt-end, and: others moſt rr. to views were e abe ndantly 
: Sculpture of a particular: kind; as, the Cheveron-work or Zet 
mal common. of any; and various other kinds . and falling, jet ang 
reteding inward alternately, in a waving or — manner; — the En 
eee ewe) dk wed e 


intermediate ſpaces into ene Wer open a bon IA) hues . of. 

this kind of ornament appear on the great Arches in the middle of the Weſt-front * 
35 Lineolt, an within the ruinous part of the building adjoining to the * Welt | . | 
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mmm of Wincheſter 10 ft 1076. — all of them Foreigners, did the like in 
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turn, forms che ſide of an aner Triangle, and conſequently encloſes the inter- 
— Rave ſembling dhe heads of great Nails, 
driven i in at e diſtances; in the Neve of Ol St Poul, and na _ Tower 00 
1 55 in he der krabat 8 
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| ut Pillars, but with heads of Mm 
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upper, ** Sastimes che middle Tire of Windows: = 

Mount: me uſed both on the faces of the chin; or for a Fh on i out- 

a * as if peat: "the Point of an Ax at r n and fo let to „ 
and the Nia projection terminate K — 5 


1 Fe the RR grace of what A w S thu Gonbie; anleſs £1 15 
0 se ſometimes meet with over their pen, duch 0 8 „„ 


Fe tre; or another ſmall Lare e of our Saviour over one of the South: 
27 may be called ſo: but theſe are rather Mezzo-relievos m Sites : 
hat they uſed Reliefs ſometimes with profuſion ; as in the” axon ot 
"at Bury, and the two South-doors at Ely. Plates Vi; „on! WW 
Arms are hardly (if ever) ſeen in theſe Fabricks, though nent \ 
times; — neither was there any tracery in their vaultings 
hes in the Saxon and Norman ſtyle of building, however mi 
pprara ante, yet will be ve to have their uſe, as 11 contri gut 

r firſt ficht. 
ot. 1 > pod we ſhould be able to enumerate alt the eos xt] 


JJ or RS ee ex 
Ages a RES TIE 8 2 88 
FEE 3 
. ery eee 82 8 


e y OE bh 


7 
* 

8 

3 


4 83 Sr * 
— 


"made the rern modes of Architestue 3 in diſtant 
: 8 to form very probable conjectures concerning | the a of 
Nees; the alterations that have been made in them, ne 

; will often ber themſelves to His eye. Perhaps the moſt uſgal 
will Find 1 in "them, is in the form of the Windows; for in many ef our oldeſt ©. _ 
urches, 1 mean fuch as were built within the firſt Age after the Conqueſt the {1 
+ which. were originally Round headed, have ſince been altered for Others 
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of a more modern date, with pointed Arches. Inſtances of this kind are numerous, 
and may often be diſcovered, by examining th e courſes of the Stone-work about them ; 3 
8 the outward face of the Building was new.caſed at the time of their inſertion, 
as it ſometimes happened: without attending to this, we ſhall be at a loſs to account for 
that mixture of round and p pointed Ar hes, we often meet with in the ſame Building. 
_ THERE is perhaps hardly any one of our Cathedral Churches of this early Norman 

. ſtyle (I mean with round Arches and large Pillars) remaining entire, though they 
hs were 1 built; but ſpecimens of it may ſtill be ſeen in 17 ol. chem 
| re rt of th al: of f Durban, > Ca rl wh 1 955 \Peterboroug r 
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95 . ths two Towers there 3 in n great n of the Choir, formerly xz 


ie two Towers called St. Gregory 's. and 
f the ſame Churchz the © 


Pollegiate Church 
ed, are all; = one 7 5 35 2 8 4 


= the Nave and Franſept of Old St. Paus, * 1 an, before the 
ane ehe hae had all their parts ſo entirely rebuilt at ſe parate . Hince the 
. Ae e round Arches, that little or nothing of the old Nor man v . appears in 1 mn 
2 Ay. 1 he, preſent. Cathedral Church of Sali ſpury, is Rey ii, hat never 


3 en F 
iv 


8 


P 


„„ > bl lon: * the Conqueſt, and finiſhed by Roger, that great an 
1 ae under Henry I. was At, 08 Som, and of the, ſame 1 k A 


14 | "ay po the e = the Rios: that remain 3 " oe: es not t ap pear indeec 
y e as ſome ether of thoſe above-mentioned; 3 1 12 hat 5 2 nd 
th , and the Eaſt-end of it was Semicige ular; it's $} ituation on i 
[2 -  . barren my l ay Kill expoſed to the violence of the Winds e lobe 8 Ito g \ 
_ 15 Yo | 5 V hat within the precincts of the Caſtle, (whereby: frequent difpur 
"1 ns rels Is art a 8 +4 | . | between the Members of the Church and * icers of = 4 ae 

_ *...* occafionitoith Biſhop and Clergy in the reign of Henry WI, to. Alert it. and remove - 
ven nent ſituation, about a Mile Aidan 1 Ho bgup eaſt ; where _ 
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of ignorant and W times, is not certain: but I think they meant it of Roman 
Architecture; not ſuch, certainly, as had been in the Age of Auguſtus, (which they 
were labouring to reſtore,) but ſuch as prevailed in more degenerate times, when 
the Art itſelf was almoſt loſt, and particularly after the Invaſions of the Goths ; i in 
which ſtate it continued many Ages after, without much alteration. Of this kind was 
our Saxon and earlieſt Norman manner of building, with circular Arches and ſtrong 
maſſive Pillars, but really Reman Architecture, and ſo was called by our Saxon An- 
e a Some Weimar call aſt our ancient Architecture without. diftinch- 


beer 3 term ſolely to #54 een 3 the 8 for which i is not weep apparent. The 
word Gothic no doubt implies a relation ſome way or other to the Goths ; and if ſo, 
then the old Roman way of building g with round Arches above deſcribed, ſeems to have 
the cleareſt title to that appellation ; not that I imagine the Goths invented, or brought 
it with them: but that it had it's riſe in the Gothic age, or about the time the Gorhs 
invaded Taly.. The ſtyle of building with pointed Arches is modern, and ſeems not 
to have been known in the world, till the Goths ceaſed to make a figure in it. Sir 
Chriſtopher Wren thought this ſhould rather be called the Saracen way of building :— 
the firſt appearance of it here, was indeed in the time of the Cruſades ; and that might 
induce him to think the Archetype was brought hither by ſome who had been en- 
gaged in thoſe expeditions, when they returned from the Holy Land: but the ob- 
ſervations of em learned Travellers, who have accurately ſu rveyed the Ancient 
mode of building in thoſe parts of the world, do by no means favour that opinion, 
or diſcover the leaſt traces of it. Indeed I have not yet met with any ſatisfactory ac- 
count of the ori in of pointed Arches, when invented, or where firſt taken. notice 
of: ſorne e imagined, they might. poſlibly have taken their riſe from thoſe Ar- 
| ended: we- ſhe. in the ods Norman or Saxon buildings on walls, where the wide ſemi- 
circular Arches croſs and interſect each other, and form thereby at their interſection 
1 4 narrow and ſharp- pointed Arch. In the wall South of the Choir at St. Croſs | 
is a facit g of ſuch wide round interlaced Arches by way of ornament to a flat vacant 
ſpace : only ſo much of it as lies between the Legs of the two neighbouring Arches, 
where they craſs. each other, NI pierced through the Fabrick, and forms a little range 
of ſharp-pointed Windows: it is of King Stephen's time; whether they were originally 
pierced I cannot learn. — But whatever. gave c occaſion to the i invention ;. there are ſuf- 
ficient proofs: they were uſed. here 1 in the Reign of Henry "FR The Weſt-end of the 
old 7. 3 Church built in that Reign, and dedicated by Heraclius Patriarch of the 
Church of the Holy Reſurrection in Jeruſalem, (as appears by the Inſcription 3 lately 
over the Door,) is now remaining; and has, I think, pointed and round Arches ori- 
ginally inſerted ; they are intermixed; the great Arches are pointed, the Windows 
above are round; the Weſt door is a round Arch richly ornamented; and before it 
à Portico or Porch of three Arches, ſupported by two Pillars; that oppoſite to the 
| Church-door i is round, the other two pointed, but theſe have been rebuilt. The great 
neee of Ely Cathedral, 8 in the ae Rog by Gy _ Biſhop there, - 
| . who 


* Be 1 Hiſt. Rex! lb. y. cap. 21. — * Hin. Abb. Wiremuth, et Gyrm, p. 155 j 1% 
9 3 e 7" seen f 746. Edit. 1754. 
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who died A. v. 1189. conſiſts of pointed Arches. At Tori under che Choir remains 
much of the old work, built by Archbiſhop Roger in Henry IId's Reign; the Arches 
are but juſt pointed, and riſe on ſhort round Pillars, whoſe Capitals are adorned with 
Animals and Foliage: many other inſtances of the fame Age might be recollected; 
and poſſibly ſore may occu of's an ere Pula Gly; oy moſt tg Oy 
ſuppole, was introduced by degrees. 
| Ty Henry the kes Reign the circular Arch. and maſſive Ootumn dem wholly to 
eir room, approbation throughou the Kingdom, that e 
— of thoſe e and ba bade. that had been erected in the preceeding 
Age, were taten down and their dimenſions enlarged, in order to make room for 
TOC wuildin > Cathedral Church of Sal /bury is wholly of this kind 
ly in that reign,” and finiſhed in the Year 1258. 
adge of fuch matters) en dib utfted 
1 Architecture in the Age it was built.“ To Which 
we re of al — that the whole Plan was laid 
at once, and regularly purſued throughout the whole courſe of it's bui ding, in- 
hing ; whence ariſe that uniformity, ſymmetry, and regular | 
; be e obſervable" in all Ie y of it, not to be found in any other of our Ca- 
ich bee all originally built with circular Arches and 
1ewed, in part or in hole; at different 
riety Fer modes that have prevailed, ſince the 
arity y and ſameneſs of wif 
made to ſeveral of our Cathedral and other c Shure che eſpecially 


Cankotal;s bail by — | vn 
circular FEE of the Church; of his new Build 4 ing, now 

Preſbytery, which he knie in 1250. A Henr AG; 5 I a the Year 124% 
ordered the Eaſt- ei a, Tower eee at Meß minſter, built by 

| | ud the Offer, hand Fe taken ordei ie Rebuild When! 1 3 Uny penſ Wo 


| the e difference of che in ; that at part of | + th 
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bulk by Biſhop Narws 7 ; the other wn. NG © to the Dome » were ayer owns rebuile by: Gi 
_  Hotham, in the Reigns of Edward II. and Edward III. - + MS. 2 2 Lg RS Era 
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e mmm i buildings carrying on, 
ticularly taken notice of by our Hiſtorians." _ 

Duni the whole Reign of Henry III. the faihionable Pillars cr 8 
were of Purbec Marble, very ſlender and round, encompaſſed with Marble Shafts a 


had each of them a Capital richly adorned with Foliage, which together in a Cluſter 
formed one elegant Capital for the whole Pillar. This form, though graceful to the 
eye, was attended with an inconvenience, e not apprehended at firſt; for the 
Shafts deſigned chiefly for ornament, conſiſting of long pieces cut out horizontally 
from the Quarry, when placed in a P expendicular 

break; which probably occaſioned this manner to be laid aſide in the next Century. 
There was alſo ſome variety in the form of the Vaultings in the ſame Reign: theſe 
they generally choſe to make of Chalk, for it's lightneſs x but the Arches and principal 


high pitched, between Arches and Croſs-ſpringers only, without any further decora- 
tions; but ſome that were built ſoon after, are more ornamental, riſing from their 
impoſts with more ſpringers, and ſpreading themſelves to the middle of the Vaulting, 
are enriched. at their interſection with carved Orbs, F __ na other Wuicene — 
. 1 


0 


ſiſted: in one of three Stories, the moſt had commonly 

lows. wi 2 aſs of every Arch, the centre one being higher than 
on each gde; „5 eve Tire or Story had two within the ſame ſpace: and 

the loweſt only one Window, uſually divided by a Pillar or Mullion, and often orna- 
mented en the top with a 'Trefoil, ſingle Roſe, or ſome ſuch ſimple decoration ; which 
oba ee gave the hint. for 2 out the r Head into a variety of Tracery 
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little detached, ſo as to make them appear of a proportionable thickneſs ; theſe Shaft? 


fituation were apt to ſplit and 
Ribs were of Freeſtone. The vaulting of Sali iſbury Cathedral, one of the earlieſt, is 


4 n dude with ſmall Marble Shafts : the 8 
and dipalition of the Windows, kar ty in ſome meaſure according to the Stories of 


nodern ones are De An —— lepmrnng i 
Tomgrs and Turret of enen built by een, i 0 nen after 
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Gele red, as Platforms, with Battlements or plain parapet W 
me of them indeed built within that period, we now ſee finiſhed with Pinnacles or 
Spires; which were bp . wen ſince the modern ſtyle of pointed Arches prevailed; ; 
for before we meet with none. One of the earlieſt Spires we have any account of, is 
that of Oli St. Pauls” finiſhed in the year 1222; it was, I think, of Timber, covered 
with Lead; but not Jong after, they n to ge form] of l and to o finiſh all 

their Buttreſſes in the ſame manner. 
© ARCHITECTURE under Edward I. was ſo nearly t the Rte as in 4 Father un 
mr s time, that i it is no eaſy matter to diſtinguiſh * Improvements no doubt were 
then made; but it is difficult to define them accurately. The tranſition from one ſtyle 
another is uſually effected by degrees, and therefore not very femarkable at firſt ; 

bub it becom es ſo at ſome diſtance of time: towards the latter part indeed of his R Reign, 
and in that of Edward II. we begin to diſcover a manifeſt eee of wack mode, as 
well i in the Vaulting, and Make of the Columns, as the orm Hdows. 
The Vaulting was, I think, more decorated than xfore ;\ for how: /the principal Ribs 5 
from their Impoſt, being ſpread over t ier fa 1e Arch: 1 - 
kind of Tracery ; ; or rather, with Tranſoms divided the Roof ! into various angular” | 
Compartments, and were ufually ornamented in the Angles, with gilded Orbs, carved 
Heads or Figures, and other Emboſſed work. The Columns retained ſomething of 
their Lee form ee deſcribed, that is, as an aſſemblage of ſmall Pillars or 
büt theſe" dec were now not detached or ſeparate from the body of 
mn, , but made an of it, and re. peru united qa: wee ght up to 


arly tlie great 
time,) took up Hy the whille breadth of che Nene, and 
high as the Vaulting; and being ſet off with painted and ed "Glaſs of moſt 
colours, with Portraits of Kir gs, Saints, Martyrs, a n. Confeſſors, and other” T5 
dee emen made a moſt 8 and 1 r e e,, 


ys er N Ty yh Paiiſh-C 3 ur 
ſtructed on a differen plan; but the Vaul . 
The plan of this Chapel, generally accounted one 'of the moſt x<ife&t Rructutes of 
- that Age, is an Oblong Square; i it has no Pillars nor ne but is uſportos by : 
ſtrong ſpiring Buttreſſes, and was decorated 0 on Fe outſide wi h Ste atue F over: "the Eaſt 
vs; anc ae ide alſo with DES and 
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Churphes, with rows of Statues in Tabernacley or Niches, with Canopies wala 28 | 
fon after the introduction of pointed Arches ; as may be feen at den a Wu 
ber ineawe nd hem i 6 rinſed al . 5 
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BY. THE NORMANS. . 41 

TIE ſame ſtyle and manner of building prevailed all the Reign of Edward III. 
and with regard to the principal parts and members, continued in uſe to the Reign 
of Henry * N and the greater part of Henry VIII; only towards the latter part of 
that period, the Windows were leſs pointed and more open; à better taſte for Sta- 
tuary began to appear; and indeed a greater care ſeems to have been beſtowed on all 
the ornamental parts, to give them a lighter and higher finiſhing ; particularly the 
Ribs of the Vaulting, which had been large, and ſeemingly formed for ſtrength and 
_ ſupport, became at length divided into ſuch an abundance of parts, iſſuing from their 
impoſts as from a centre, and ſpreading themſelves over the Vaulting, where they _ 
were intermixed with ſuch delicate Sculpture, as gave the whole Vault the appear- 
ance of embroidery, enriched with cluſters of pendent ornaments, reſembling the 
works Nature ſometimes forms in Caves and Grottos hanging down from their Roofs. 
— The moſt ſtriking inſtance of this kind is, without exception, the Vaulting of that 
furptaous Chapel of King Henry VII, at Veſiminſter. 

To what height of perfection modern Architecture, (In mean that with pointed 
Arches, it's chief characteriſtick,) was carried on in this Kingdom, appears by that 
. one complete ſpecimen of it, the Chapel founded by King Henry VI, in his College 
at Cambridge, and finiſhed by * King Henry VIII. — The decorations, harmony and 
proportions of the ſeveral parts of this magnificent Fabrick, it's fine painted Win- 
dows, and richly ornamented ſpreading Roof, it's gloom, and perſpective all concur 
in affecting the imagination with pleaſure and delight, at the ſame time that they 
inſpire awe and devotion. It is undoubtedly one of the moſt complete, elegant, and 

magnificent Structures in the Kingdom. And if beſides theſe larger works, we take 
- into our view thoſe ſpecimens of exquiſite workmanſhip we meet with in the ſmaller 
kinds of Oratories, Chapels,* and Monumental Edifices, produced ſo late as the Reign 


of Henry VIII, ſome of which are ſtill in being, or at leaſt ſo much of them as to 


give us an idea of their former grace and beauty; one can hardly help concluding, 
that Architecture arrived at its os 2 8 5 of d in this Kin b but 125 be- 
fore! it's final period. . ( TE ar 


33 * "Fa St. 1 Ma s Chapel at Ely, and | indeed the deſign is ſaid to have 
been thence taken. King glans VI, Marys try of the whole, ge der Year 1441, 
which were raiſed 5 or 6 feet above ground in the Weſt-end, but much higher towards the Eaſt, 
for that end was covered in many years before the Weſt-end-was finiſhed. How far the work pro- 
ceeded in the Founder's time, cannot be ſaid with certainty : — the troubles he met with in the 

latter part of his Reign, hindered the proſecution of it . Richard III, a few months before he was 
ſlain, had figned a Warrant for gooh out of the Temporalities of the Biſhoprick of Exeter, then in 
his hands, towards carrying on the building; [MS Harleian, Nr. 433. fol. 209. b.] — but, I believe, 
nothing more was. done by him. Henry II undertook che work, and carried up the remainder to 
the Battlements and compleated the Timber roof: After his death, King Henry VIII finiſhed the 
whole Fabrick, as well the Towers and Finials, as the vaulted Roof within, and fitted up the Choir 
in the manner we now ſee it. — One contract for building the Stone Vault, and 3 of the Towers, am 
21 Fynyalls [the upper finiſhing of the Buttreſſes,] TT the 4th of Henry VII A. D. 1312; and 
another for Vaulting the 2 Porches and 16 8 805 about the N dated 9 W Year, 
| are ſtill in the Archives of the College. 


: op Weſt's Chapel at the Ealt- end of the South Iſle of Ely Cathedral, builr in the "FO of 
5 Hens VI, affords an elegant ſpecimen of the moſt delicate Sculpture, and ſuch variety of Tracery, 
|  beaunful al Colouring, and * 45 Fa not. _— be met with ! in any work fs before that 5 
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mm IMPROVEMENTS IN ARCHITECTURE, 


"AT thar time no Country was better furniſhed and adorned with PEI Edifi- 
des, in all the variety of modes that had prevailed for many Centuries paſt, than our 
own. The Cathedral Clearchies' in particular were all majeftick and ſtately Structures. 
Next to them, the Monaſteries, which had been erected in all parts of the Kingdom, 
might juſtly elaim the preemingnce ; they were for the generality of them fine build- 
ings ; and the Churches and Chapels belonging to ſome of them, equalled the Ca- 
thedrals in grandeur and magnificence, _ many others were e for their 
riclineſs and elegance; and whilſt they , were, without doubt, t + chicf orna- 

ment to the ſeveral Counties in which thiy were placed; ©. 1; | 
Tx ſtate of theſe Religious Houſes, on occaſion of the Meme in Religion 
then carrying on, became the object of publick deliberation ; but however neceſſary 
and expedient the total ſuppreſſion of them might be judged at that time; yet cer- 
_ tainly the means that were made uſe of to ſuppreſs them, were not altogether the 

moſt juſtifiable ; and the manner of diſpoſing of them and their great revenues, have 
been found in ſome reſpects detrimental to the true intereſts of Religion, For had the 
Churches belonging to them been ſpared, and made Parochial, in thoſe places where 
_w— were much wanted ; and had the Lands rt e ee en, which the ſe- i 


of by Papel anthvery, deen reſerved out of the r fale of chats revenues, and 
reſtored to their Proper uſe, the maintenance of the Clergy, to whom of right they 
belonged; we at this time ſhould have had leſs cauſe to regret, the general ruin of all 
thoſe Religious Houſes that enfued, and the preſet ſcanty en that remains to 
| the Clergy in ſome of the largeſt Cures i in the Kingdom. + h 

-- THE havock and deſtruction of thoſe ſumptuous Edifices that Fore followed their 
anden gave a moſt fatal turn to the ſpirit of building and adorning of Churches ; 
Architecture in general was thereby ane. and that mode vf it in particular | 
+ whey was men! in a en duty ns, tate, an ed fo for my: 
Structure, which fell at that time. | VVV 

_UNHAPPILY the Orders and Injunctzons, given to the eee Commiliionnts * 
King Henry VIII, and in the following Reign during the minority of Edward VI, and 
likewiſe in Queen Elizabeth's time, for removing and taking away all Shrines and 
ſuperſtitious Relicks, and ſeizing all ſuperfluous Jewels and Plate, were ofter | 
plied, carried to exceſs, and executed in ſuch a manner, as to have, at leaſt in ſome 5 
inſtances, the appearance of ſacrilegious avarice, rather chan of true neal * the for + ” 
of God, and the advancemen of Religion. „„ 
Br that as it may; certain it is, that at this time, who a of the C Ek be. 
ng to the Religious Orders were utterly ruined and deſtroyed, our Cathedral and 
Parochial Churches and Chapels ſuffered greatly; for they were diveſted and ſpoiled, 
not only of their Images and ſuperſtitious Relicks, but of their neceſſary and moſt un 
exceptionable ornaments: and afterwards, by the outrages and violence committed 
on them, in the laſt Century, during the unhappy times of ann in the Great 
Rebellior DOPE TR * deplora l tion, and lef 
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naked and deflitute of all manner of Juſt elegance, and of every ak and character 
of external decency. 
Ir muſt be owned, that in Conan intermediate: periods, a zeal for the 8 of 
God and his holy Religion, has not been wanting to heal theſe wounds, to repair and 
fitly readorn theſe. ſacred Structures; but it has not been attended with the ſueceſs, 
that all wiſe and good Men muſt wiſh for and deſire. Many of our Parochial 
Churches ſtill carry the marks of violence committed in thoſe days; others through 
inattention and neglect, (beſides the defects they are unavoidably ſubject to by Age,) 
are become ruinous and haſting to utter decay, unleſs timely ſupported: inſomuch 
that very few of them, excepting thoſe in large and populous Cities and Towns, thjge 
number of which is ſmall in compariſon of the reſt, can juſtly be conſidered as in a 
roper ſtate of repair, decent, and becoming ſtructures conſecrated to the publick ſer- 
vice of God. The Chapels indeed belonging to the ſeveral Colleges in the two Uni- 
verſities, (very few need to be excepted, ) claim our particular notice, for the care and 
expenſe we find beſtowed on them, the decent order in which they are kept, and the 
juſtneſs and elegance of their ornaments. And our Cathedral Churches, thoſe Mo- 
numents of the pious zeal and magnificence of our Forefathers, we doubt not will 
ſoon appear again in a ſtate becoming their dignity. The care and attention that is 
aid them by the preſent ſet of Governors in their reſpe&ive Churches, i deſerves the 
bighet Encomiums; and if we can make a proper and juſt eftimats, of what may 
reaſonably be expected will be done, from hat has already been done of Jate, and is 
Nin doing, for the furtherance-of that deſirable Work; there is: the: faireſt proſpect, 
a and the moſt ample ground of confidence, that the. Tos 2 2 — vedere 


ing them with advantage to the moſt distant n | 
I cannot conclude theſe curſory . cpiemmardy” n FR. . wo 1 of 
the elegant Author of Ornaments of Churches confidered.* * After the eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity, the Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtical and Civil concurred with the ſpirit of 

Piety which then prevailed, in providing Structures for Religious Worſhip. In ſub- 


ſequent ages, A en increaſed and occaſioned an emulation in raiſing religious 
„„ ee 


1 To inſtance 4 particular Cathedral 8 that . 3 os and beautified within the 
laſt 30 or 40 years, and the ſeveral deſigns formed, to bring them to a ſtill more perfect ſtate ; — 
would carry me beyond my preſent purpoſe. It may be ſufficient only to intimate what has been done 
of late at York, Lincoln, Peterborough, Ely, Norwich, Ent, Saliſbury ys But as that par- 

ticular ſcheme, for raiſing a ſufficient fund for theſe purpoſes, happily fixed on by the Members of 
the Church of Lincoln, provides for the future, as well as the preſent exigences of the Church, does 
honour to thoſe who were the promoters of it, and may probably in time to come be adopted by 
moſt other Cathedral and Collegiate Bodies; I cannot here with any propriety omit taking notice that 
about x5 or 16 years ſince, the Right Reverend Dr. John Thomas then Biſhop of Lincoln, (now of 
Saliſbury,) taking into conſideration, the ruinous ſtate of that Cathedral, and the ſmall Fund allotted” 
for the Repairs, held a general Chapter; wherein it was unanimouſly agreed, that, for the time to 
come, Ten per Cent. of all Fines, as well of the Biſhop as Dean, Dean and Chapter, and all the Pre- 
bendaries, ſhould be depoſited with the Clerk of the Works, towards repairing and beautifying the 
| ſaid Cathedral: — which has accordingly been paid ever ſince; and care taken not only of carrying 
on the neceſſary repairs in the moſt durable and ſubſtantial manner; but due regard has likewiſe 
been paid to ho propriety of the ornamental parts reſtored, and their ne with * ſtyle of 


ine they were intended to adorne by Pag. 137. 
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44 IMPROVEMENTS IN ARCHITECTURE, &c: 


Edifices wherever it was neceſſary, or in adornin; g thoſe which were already raiſed. — | 
The fruits of this ardour we now reap. — Since then the pious Munificence of 
our Anceſtors has raiſed theſe ſacred Edifices appropriated to Religious uſes, we 
are ſurely under the ſtrongeſt obligations to repair, as much as poſſible, the injuries 
of time, and preſerve them by every precaution from total ruin and decay. Where 
the particular Funds appropriated to this purpoſe are inſufficient, it becomes ne- 
ceſſary to apply to the Affluent, who cannot ſurely refuſe to prevent by their liberal 
Contributions the ſevere reproach of 42 ecting thoſe Structures, which in all Ages | 


have been held Sacred. 


HORACE tells the Reman people, | 
Dii multa neglecti dederunt 


Heßperiæ mala luctuoſæ: 
and aſſures them, their Misfortunes will not end, tl they repair the Temple, of 


ir . | 
Delete majorum immeritus * 


Romane, donec Templa refeceris, 
LEdeſque labentes Deorum, et 


Fada nigro fimulacra fumo. 92 


This may ſafely be applied to the Chriſtian world; ſince the Fabricks on} 
to the purpoſes of Religion can never be entirely neglected, till a total diſregard to 
= Religion firſt prevails, and men have loſt a ſenſe of every thing that is virtuous and 
| decent: Whenever this is the melancholy condition of a Nation, it cannot hope for, 
becauſe i it does not deſerve the protection of Heaven; and it will be difficult to con- 
ceive a general Reformation can take place, till the Temples of the Deity are reſtor- 
ed to their proper * and the Publick ann of God i is conducted in the 3 


bf Holineſs. . et ol Fg; 


LS 8 4 5 : 5 ; 


/ 


* 
Ss 
"A 


o p h 4 f 1 2 
- 4 ? * 4 : * — ve j 
$i e my", 5 AA. Sat ered ln Ee ret i foe 40; ions yr rn n * 6 eu 
6 q . . 2 * * WS f 2 ; On f ? IE EN CN a 40 n «a 1 e ee f * 1 444 , 
„ * 2 An er een ee e ere. P or I ESE IE I | - 
we ; a 1 ben l a q ; & j : ” 5 


n 


LS * : 8 00H SER 
0 : . Ee , ” I * 
3 1 = 4 1 4 1 1 *% * 1 5 > ho. AE 5 * vs Mays $46: ih 
* 7 23 C 7 10 ö , 
= * k p 4 3 : * 
ö » I 7 1 8 + 


1 * . - t 8 8 : Is 1 J = 2 - 


NR bots” 
N a HERS i 0 
_ py. Es «NI eee 


* 


0 


i 2 5 . 
8 e 1 


** 


* 


"HISTORY and ANTIQUITIES 


OP THE 


Conventual and Cathedral Church of EI. v. 


2 5 
* 5 x2; 


3 5 . 
— — —— — 
— « * ” _ 
ry 8 N — 
« i - 


The Life of St. E 'THELDREDA, — of the Church 
and frft ABBESS of the Monaftery of ELV. 


THELDREDA, a Pencils of diſtinguiſhed piety in the ſeventh Century, 
Daughter of Auna King of the "Eaft- Angles and Herefwitha his Queen," was 

born about the year 630, at ?Ixning, now a ſmall village in the moſt Weſtern 
parts of Suffolk bordering upon Cambridgeſhire, formerly a Town of ſome note, being 
the birth-place of that Princeſs, and probably one of the ſeats of Anna before he was 
King. She had her education 3' at home, under the care and inſpection of her illuſtri- 
ous Parents, from whom ſhe received the firſt impreſſions of religion and virtue. In 
her childhood, the mildneſs of her temper, and innocence of behaviour, joined with 
the beauty of her perſon, rendered her the delight of all that were about her ; but 
that which was moſt obſervable in her conſtitution at that time of life, was a ferious 
turn of mind, and a bent to religious duties. It was very early that ſhe devoted her- 
ſelf to the ſervice of God, and had formed in her mind a defign# of perfevering in 
a virgin ſtate during her life; a ſpecies of piety in that age held 1 in high efteem, 5 
and requiſite to Chriſtian perfection, and which this Princeſs s was generally thought 


to have carried to a pitch of heroiſm. 


"wx E amiableneſs of her perſon, heightened by thoſe excellent endowments of 
mind ſhe was poſſeſſed of, in'a Court where the moſt exalted piety and the ſtricteſt 
virtue were conſidered as the hi gheſt and nobleſt accompliſhments, could not fail of 
exciting the admiration of many, and made her name celebrated in the other Saxon 
Courts. There were ſeveral perſons of the higheſt rank who became ſuitors for her 
in marriage; but as the Princeſs had already formed in her mind a different ſcheme 
of life, and was bent on a religious retirement from the world, ſhe declined every : 
offer that could be made of that kind. Many difficulties ſtill lay in her way that 


thwarted: her inclinations, and ſeemed to require an alteration of her purpoſe; for 


Tonberr a e Nobleman N the 1 gs, whom Re * TP PINE of 
the 


5 + See p. 15: Lo MS Lib. Elen. lb. i, op; 3. 3 dz bid. 5 Vid. Aldhelmi Librum de laude 


Virginitatis. — Et Hympum de laude hujus crime * e in Beda Hiſt, Eccleſ.” lib. 
POE: n e 7 i 


- 


* 


Eh, according to the ſettlement made before her marriage with that Prince. 
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the Seuth-Girvii, then in high favour with the King her Father, aſked her of Tm 
in marriage, and obtained his conſent : fo that, with much reluctance on her part, 


ſhe was at length prevailed on by the authority of her Parents, to give up her will, 
and Was accordingly married to that Prince in the year 652; ; ahd by this marriage 


had the Je Ely ſettled on her in Dower. * 


Etheldreda who was now engaged in tlie bonds of marriage, did not however deſpair 


of accompliſhing her deſign ; but made uſe of all the arguments ſhe was miſtreſs of, 


rſon of great virtue and piety, 


to perſuade her Huſband, who is ſaid to have been a 


to acquieſce in her opinion; and by prayers and entreaties gained his permiſſion, 
that ſhe might enjoy her own way, and at length prevailed on him to follow her 
example, in a total and volintary abſtinence from the nuptial⸗bed. In this manner 
they lived together by mutual conſent about three years; and after that Tonbert 

died; and by his death the Princeſs Erbeldreda came into full. poſſeſſion of the Ne of 


CY 


As the temporal juriſtliction within the Je of Eh, which the Biſhop enjoys at 


this day, owes its original to the ſtate of it at that time, is indeed. partly the ſame 


that Tonbert was inveſted with, which after his deceaſe deſcended to the Princeſs 
Etheldreds, and ſhe annexed to her Monaſtery ; — it will be neceſſary for the clearer 


: explaining this matter, to. conſider the form of of government eſtabliſhed by the Saxons, 


as far as relates to our preſent purpoſe. _ 
 DuzING the time that the Saxons governed here, both ALF, the thamedds” aa 


allo after the Kingdom was united under one Saron Monarch; it was divided into 
many Provinces, Territories, or Diſtricts, in the manner of our preſent Counties, as 


might beſt anſwer the ends of government. The number of theſe ſmall Territories 


or Diſtricts into which England was divided in the earlieſt times of the Saxons is 


- 
* 


uncertain; probably they underwent frequent alterations, as time and occaſion re- 


quired: the beſt account of them 1 have met with, is in 3 Camden ah Spelman, who 


Cite a very old Manuſeript, containing Thirty four of theſe Diviſions, reckoned up only 
on this fide the Humber, with their ancient names, and their extent, eſtimated by the 


mimber of Hides of Land each of them contained; which may ſerve as a Specimen 


of the reſt. It appears that ſome-of- theſe Territories or Diſtricts were both feodal 


and hereditary; which probably depended on the original grant of the King; 

they who had the immediate Government of them, were called 4 Ealvopmen, a name 
of great dignity and authority i in thoſe times; their ſtyle and office is expreſſed in the 
moſt ancient Latin Hiſtories, wrote in the Saxon Ages, by Principes and Ducer, under 


83 ww 4+. 


Which titles they frequently occur in Lubſcriptions to 010 Charters; but in later times, 


after the Daues had poſſeſſion of the Kingdom, they were called Eoples, and in Latii 


- N 22 * 2 les. Not that this is to be ſo ſtrickly underſtood; as if there was "Mi 


lbopmon to each of thoſe Diftrifts ; for ſometimes one of them 
ent of two, three, or more of thoſe Territories; and at other times 
hey were held; in the Kin ng 's hands, and he pointing. n a tem One "Governor 1 imme 

Sn Mt agus Mae ante e eee baus Pr Ms; Lib) Elen. be 35 cap. . 


* Inſulam Elge ab eodem ſponſo ejus accepit in dotem. Ibid. Camden Britannia, col. clayii 
PIER ſub voce Hida. + Selden's Titles of Honour, yarn. _ 5. fect. TT 
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diately under him, who had the adminiſtration of Government, and accounted for 

the profits' of his Diſtriet into the King's Treaſury, and was called &cyne-genexa, * 

ſignifying Cuſlos or Prapofitus, a Keeper or Provoſt of the Shire. But the Ealbonmen 

were the principal Nobility of thoſe times, and had place together with the Biſhops 
of the Chutch, in the great Councils of the Kingdom, in which they adviſed in 
matters of State, and conſented to the making new Laws, and in their collective ca- 
pacity, were (like the Lords of Parliament at this day,) then the Supreme Court of 
Judicature among the Saxons. Many of theſe Ealdormen were themſelves poſſeſſed -Y 
large Territories, from which they derived their Titles, and received the Profits 
ariſing from their Government, which were very conſiderable, to their own uſe: in 
other caſes, they had a certain part, moſt commonly a Third, ſometimes a nee 
part of them, according to the Grant made by the King. Their power and autho- 
rity within their ſeveral Diftris, reſembled in many reſpects that of Count-Pala- 
tines of old, 2 who were Governors of their Palatinates by Hereditary right; and 
had ordinarily, under the Kang, ſupreme juriſdiction in civil and criminal Cauſes, 
according to the Laws then in being; and held their Courts uſually twice in the 

TOOK for the execution of the Laws, and at other times as occaſion required. 
On this kind of Prövinces there were two in the Kingdom of the Egf-Anghes, 

under the name of Girwa, diſtinguiſhed by their ſituation, Suth-Girwa and North- 

Girua; what is now the Je of Ely, was anciently called Sutb-Girwa, by which name 

it occurs in the Manuſcript before cited; it was alſo called El 1g in the Saxon Tongue, 

and Edge, as in the Latin of Bede; whole deſcription of it, is as follows, Elge is 
ſituate in the Province [or Kingdom] of the Eaſi- Angles, being a D iſtrict of about 

600 Families, in the form of an Iſland, ſurrounded either with Fens, or Waters; 

whence, and from the abundance of Eels that are taken in the ſaid Fens, it had 

its name.” 3 In the Ss: tranſlation by King Alfred, printed at the end of Bede, 
600 Families, is rendered yx hund hida, 600 Hides of Land, which anſwers er 
to the above account given of Suth-Girws, there alſo ſaid to contain 600 Hides. — 

Of this Country Tonbert was Ealbonmon.; Bede calls hum Prenceps Katar: Gais. 

rum, which in the fame Saxon Verfion is rendered ub Lynpa Ealbopmon, i. e. Ea 
dorman of Sauth-Girws : and that he was himſelf the ſole Proprietar, nah the powe 

of Jiſpaking: of it, appears by his making it a Marriage - Settlement; by virtue of 

which it deſcended to the Princeſs Etbeldreda-; who 'accarding je i 1 p 

ſieſſion of it on the deceaſe of her Huſhand Tonbert, B. D. bes. and received it as ber 

Proper Eſtate, and W en: en with the. nee anneted in der 

own ene, 

_ © As to the exerciſe of that power and juritiQtion within the Jje of Zh, 20/6 Dries 
8 cipality, after ſhe came into poſſeſſion, it was committed to Ouin, a perſon of emi- 
nent in her Court. This we are ini rmed of by Bede, who in his: account of the 

death of 'Ceadd op: u ae wen + an e this great 


1x Henge hoe übe of Sei, All in dle, 2 Vide Sptlmapni Gloſſarium, te Comin Palins, 3 
| voce Comites, Eſt autem K m 


ſercentarum, in ſimilitdinem jnſulz, vel paludihus circumdata, vel aquis ; 5 opi; 
bj quæ in idem paludibus * nomen accepit. Bedæ l. * Cal, 8.5 iv, * 8 — ibid. 
1 3» | | | 85 _ . 
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Princeſs Btbeldreds, by the Title of Primus Minifirorum et Princeps Domus eus, © „Her 
chief Miniſter and Governor of her Houſe, or as it is expreſſed in the Saxon Tranſla- 
tion. — hine gexenreiper ofep Ealvonmon, <* the upper Ealdorman of her Houſhold.” 
* The ſame Qin is alſo mentioned by the Ely Hiſtorian, " and called, Vi ir Magnifi- 
96 cus et Præciſus auttoritatis,” and again, Cuftos et Proviſor ſuorum; and is likewiſe 
recorded in the Benadictiue Martyrology,'* by the title of © Major: familias S. Ædilthri- 
| dis, [Etheldredg. * ] "Whoever conſiders the import of theſe ſeveral Titles of Office at- 
tributed to this Ovin, and at the ſame time obſerves, how they were applied former ly 
to the greateſt Officers in the Courts of Sovereign Princes ,3 will not be at a loſs to 
underſtand the nature” of his office, but will readily: conclude, that Ovin had the 
Adminiſtration of the e of Ely, as her Deputy -or Lieutenant, in the Exerciſe of 
that Juriſdiction that belonged to her there; in the ſame or like manner as others, 
who were appointed by the Ealdormen, Any ſuch Territories in apa own right, 
to act under them, in their name and ſtead. 
TEE Princeſs Etheldreda being now at liberty to > Indelige ber ue diſpoſition to B 
olitade and devotion, "retired ſoon after the death of the Prince to her He of EH; 
where ſhe was attended only by a few particular friends, that ſhe had made choice 
of on account af their religious qualifications. 'When, ſhe thus withdrew from the 
world, it was her real intention to return no more into it; but, whilſt her temporal 
affairs were carried on by her chief Miniſter Ovin, to whom' ſhe had: committed the 
5 adminiſtration of them, to give herſelf up wholly to the exerciſe of Devotion and all 
other reli gious duties. The Place, he had choſen ſeemed very proper for her pur- 
poſe; for as an 1 ſland it was ſeparated, as it were, from the reſt of the world; and 
the deepneſs of the waters and extenſtveneſs of the fens, which encompaſſed it, ren 
n dered it very difficult of acceſs 3 HY that nature e ſeemed to hoes formed it for wg 
8 and contemplation. N N 
Arn ſhe had lived nde time in this nd Hats, kc: Ei * of a 
King of Northumberland and Monarch of the Engliſh Nation, hearing; of her extraor- 
dinary virtues and piety, deſired to obtain her in marriage: but he ſoon found that 
Worldiy riches and honours had little or no effect, to induce her to change her con- 
ütion, and therefore had recourſe to her Uncle Erhefwold then King of Eat. Anglia, 
and to others who might be thought to have the.greateſt influence over her, to per- 
ſuade her to accept his offer. The Kin gdom of Eaft-Anghia was then in an unſettled 
ſtate, from which it had not quite recovered ſince the death of her Father Ama: 
Etbelwoll therefore judging that the offer of an alliance with ſo. great a Prince was 
not to be neglected, and that it would prove highly beneficial to his Kingdom, moſt 
earneſtly. perſuaded her to accept the Princes offer; and at his ſolicitation ſhe at 
length gave her conſent; and was accordingly conducted to Tord, attended by Ovia 
her Prime Miniſter and Major of her Houſhold, with many other of the 1 


Naobility of ork 5 Sexes, ay ee noe e 3 _ great pomp.; an 


Jolemnity.* - = * 
MS Lib. Elen. lb. i cap. . Bede Hitt Ecce kb. F Ge 100 24 3 vid. Spelmanni Gloſ 

ſub voc. Major-Domus, — et Dapifer. 4A. D. 660. Floren. — Anno poſt interitum Patris 
ſui rey irerum datur in conſugium viro alteri; Regi 1 Egfrido, — TM anger ol 
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y id was very young at the time of his marriage; hardly more than fifteen or 


Wag 


ſixteen years of age; and though the age of Etbeldreda at that time is not preciſely 


known; yet as ſhe had been married before, and had lived a widow four or five years, 
there might be a conſiderable difference in their ages. He appears however to have 
been very ſolicitous for the match; and it is likely had made ſome conceſſions before- 
hand, which he might find reaſon to repent-of afterwards; at leaſt, by their condu& 
after marriage, it ſeems. probable that ſome private agreement had paſſed between 
them, which the world is not made acquainted with: for it was a conſtant tradition in 
that age, and confirmed by ſeveral. Hiſtorians * who wrote in or near thoſe times, that 
the Princeſs Erbeldreda after this marriage lived a n n in * Northumbrian 
Court about twelve years. q 

* THIS. is particularly aſſerted by Bede; whole: teſtimony i in | this caſe I ſhould the 
more rely on, as he had it from one who lived the whole time in that Court, and was 
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"a 
* * 
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well acquainted with all the tranſactions of it; his account of it is this: King Egfrid 


took to wife Etbeltbrida [Etbeldreds] Daughter of Anna King of the Eaft-Anglies a 
religious Prince and in all reſpects illuſtrious ; ſhe had before been married to Tondbert 


Prince of the Sourh-Girviz, after whoſe death, ſhe was given in marriage to the afore- 


ſaid King; and though ſhe continued his Conſort twelve years, yet ſhe remained 


glorious in the perpetual integrity of Virginity ; ; as Biſhop Wilfrid of bleſſed memory 
aſſured me, when upon occaſion of ſome perſons making a doubt of ſo unuſual a 


thing, I aſked him concerning the truth of that report; and he profeſſed himſelf a 


moſt certain witneſs of it; adding moreover, that King Egfrid (knowing that he had 
the greateſt influence over the Queen, as ſhe reſpected no one more than him,) had 


peut offered him great rewards in lands and money, if he could perſuade the 


Queen to change her mind.” 3 There is indeed ſome reaſon to believe that the Biſhop, 
 iniead of. perſuading the Queen to conform to the King 8 deſires, rather encouraged 
her in thoſe wrong notions of religious Duties ſhe had formerly imbibed, and firſt 


fuggeſted to her the thoughts of retiring into a Monaſtery: and ſo the Author of her 
Life ſeems to acknowꝛled ge: 4 However the wag not fo be moved by any means to 


alter her purpoſe. 5 1 
IN the year 670, King Ofey « died; 5 —_ Egfrid his Son, 1 had been hin cogdintor 


| in the latter part of his reign, ſucceeded him both in the kingdom of Northumberland, 


and the Monarchy of the Engliſh. Nation: in conſequence of which Etheldreda was 
Fr to 1 3 Ou of = et dane bein g now 7 to the N 


1 to the Kingdom A 3 e HR. Eeclel. lib. tr. 


* 5.]—and was lain in battle it the Picts, A. D. 685..in the 4oth-year af his age, and the 
5 8 2 Bede Hiſt. Eccl kb. i iv. cap. 14 Edi Vit. S. Wilfridi 


T 5th of his reign. ibid. cap. 26 | 
- Epiſcopi Ebor. cap. 19. — Alcuini Poem. de Pontif. et Samctis Eccleſ. Eber lin. 751... 3 Bedz Hiſt. 
Eoccl. lib. iv. cap. 19. 4 Wilfridus etenim voti virginei fautor exiſtens, vigilantis animi ſagacitate 
E ne qua feminez mentis inconſtantia ab intentione virgo mutaret.— Egitque vir beatus 


ua induſtria, ut potius divortium quæreret, quatenus Hibertate potita ſeculug ek et 1 


Sterni N fekciter -_ * ee ad. * me JE: 
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| honours, her Gnas continued invariably the fame, and indeed his ds of 3 
quitting them ſeems rather to have been haſtened by that event: for ſhe ſoon after 
began to ſolicit the King's leave to depart the Court, and retire into ſome Monaſtery, 
where ſhe might have more leiſute to attend on the duties of religion. The King, 
ho had always ſhowed the greateſt regard and eſteem for the Queen, at firſt refuſed 
to give her leave; and uſed all the arguments he could think of to perſuade her to 
alter her purpoſe; he told her, 2 That however different their manner of living together 
had been from that of the generality of married perſons, it would prove a matter of 
great uneaſineſs and concern to him, if ever they ſhould be entirely ſeparated. Her 
motives for retiring from the world ſeem to have had their riſe from ſincere, though 
doubtleſs miſtaken notions of religion; and for that reaſon all that the King could 
urge, made little or no impreſſion on her mind, ſo. as to alter her way of thinking ; 
ſhe daily, and with tears renewed her former requeſt; till, wearied with her importu- 
nity, and finding all his endeavours to perſuade her ineffectual, he was at length pre- 
vailed upon to give his conſent, that ſhe might leave the Court, and ſpend the reſt of 
her days agreeably to her own deſires, in ſome religious retirement: Accordingly ſhe 
| ſoon after went and entered the Monaſtery of Coldingbam, 3 where St. Ebba the King's 
hangs e ee Wen, ane aa ond veil from tho hands latent 
5 Tun e 1 ee e infl luenced are oditr great p zerſons > of both ſins in that 
1gdom, to renounce the world about the ſame time, and to retire into different 
ries 34 of number was Ouin her old ſervant and prime Miniſter, who 
attended her from the The of Ely on hey marriage, and had continued in her ſer- 
vice ever fince.- The feryour of his faith now increaſing, ſaith Bede, he determined 
to bid adieu to the world; and this he did effectually; for diveſting himſelf entirely of | 
worldly concerns, and diſpoſing of his temporal poſſeſſions, he put on a mean habit, 
and with only an ax and bill for cutting wood in his hands, he came to the Mo- 
naſtery of the Reverend Father St. Cradda, S called Lagfingeau; * ſignifying thereby his 
intentions, not to live in idleneſs, but to work and labour with his hands: and renoun- 
ced the world, with a pure intention of obtaining thereby a reward in heaven,” 7 From 
the time of his admiſſion into that Monaſtery, he was. a: conſtant-attendant on St. 
Chad, who was Abbot there, and alſo Biſhop of Lichfield. In the year 672, St. Chad 
removed'to-Lichfield, where he died; and Ovin accompanied him thither, and was one 
of thoſe devout Monks that, by his particular deſire, attended him in his laſt ſickneſs; 
Oui was in his lifetime ſo eminent for his piety, that he had the reputation of a 
0 ee, Wii Near ame is inſerted in the Roman r e 8 And that his 
5 e memo 


2 ae. bs cap: 5 4 praviter . Fr Ait, fi alquando contipgat + conjge diledta ferre 
Sonia. I 788 nunquam conjunctus eſſet more con JUgaroru im.“ . MS. Lib. ib. *. cap. 10. 
. 3,Bede Hiſt, Ecclel. lib. iv. cap. 19. Plate IX. Ne 2. 114d. lien. 'MS. lib. i. cap. 10. 
ot + Commonly known, the name of St. Chad. 60 Laſtingham in Yorkſhi Tanner's Notitia 
Pag. 632. 7 Bede Hiſt. Eccleſ. lib. iv. cap. 25 13 41 Martyrologio Benedictino, v. non. 
t commemoratio B. Ovini Monachi, qui f © Major Familias S. Aedilchridis, cum ad Re- 
e 1 5 CO. ow eJus exem 15 ſecutus . religions ret. Bed 
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95 memory was formerly held in great veneration in the Ie of Ely, appears by a me- 
morial of him ſtill in being, a very ancient inſcription on a ſtone found ſome years 
ſince at Hadenham near Ely; this ſtone which ſeems to have been the Baſe of a Croſs, 

is ſquare, two feet and a half i in diameter, and fourteen inches thick; in the middle 
of the upper part is a ſquare mortiſe, into which is fixed with lead another ſtone 
erect, about four feet high and there broke off, which Ken marks in a cd. 
The en why alle one fide wk * n is thi, a 6 | 
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8 * prayer 3 was 1 <a ates 158 a at 8. Ovie' 8 cr; poſſibly edel 

in his life- time; i ſince the words are capable of a very good ſenſe, and applicable to 

one ſtill living, * Grant, O God, to Ovin thy light {to direct him in this 2orld,] and reſt 

[with r thee in bedven.] Amen. ws However, if it was erected after his deceaſe, for his | 

foul; yet doubtleſs, whilſt his memory was freſh in men's minds. And irffleed 
ſtſtone and inſcription ( carry with them the marks of great antiquity ; as may likewiſe 
be inferred from the purity of the Roman Capitals, which begun very early to be cor- 
rupted by a mixture of Saxon; but in this inſtance there is only one, viz. the Capital 
E, which is of the Saxon caſt, the reſt being purely Roman. * For theſe reaſons I can» 
not but look upon this inſcribed ſtone & the moſt venerable Saxon monument we 
know of in theſe parts; older by near 200 years than that of Peterborough A. D. 870, 
which is now in their Library, the monumental ſtone of the Abbot and Monks mut. 

dered by the Danes. | 

| Tat Queen had now dedicated herſelf wholly to Religion, 404 was Saen in the. 

> Prad of the auſterities that attend the monaſtick ſtate of life: whilſt the Kings W 
affection and eſteem for her continued the ſame; he blamed himſelf, as having in 
ſome meaſure been the occaſion, by giving his conſent ; and was obſerved to be very 
5 much diſſatisfied. and unealy.” "Thoſe VO were 1 m te en his perſon, ſoon 


x For e ee Cat ah this inferibed . 160 debe 26: the' Rev, Ih Ser, 
F.R.S, and late y to the Society of Antiquarians, whoſe opinion concerning it I had deſired 
in the year 17, 6, he inſcription at Hadenham (ſays he,)-1 took 50 years ago, when a lad at "NY 
Cambridge. ſtone was the foot of a Croſs by S. Ovin, Houle-Steward to S. Audry : _- 

_ He 5 jt Winford, [about a mile: and an half from Hadenbum] 10 corrupted from Owin's worth 1 

Ovini predium, a tenant of Tondbert's Prince of the South-Girviz whoſe eſtate the Ide of Ely, was . 

Audry s jointure: ſo came ſhe and Ovin acquainted. Ovin is a Welſh name; for the Iſle of Ely 
was poſſeſſed by the old Britons, long after the Saxons had taken hold of England ; as before, was 
the caſe in Roman times. A e ago taken drawings of S. Chad's habitation by the neigh- 
bouring Church of Lichfield, w 1 heard the Angel at S. Chad's obit : there is his 
lg and a little Monaſtery : Thel itation joins on the North-Weſt angle of that Church. ; 3 
y the favour of a Friend, I habe OY Pro red this ſtone, (which had long time ſervetl * . 
block at Hadenham,) intending, with lich tho leave of the Dean and Chapter, to remove it „ 
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called Coldeburch)s 3 to 8 i the Queen and gte two \ V Vir. 


_ immediately. after 


Tetiring into it's former chanel: Amazed at the 
King preſently interpreted it, as the ere of T 1 


place, and travelled as far as the River 7 2 over wt 


.to foltow oe counſel ; for not Fee 8 FR ſet Jorwarit with a few of his attendants 
in order to convey her thence. Tlie Abbeſs, how ad by ſome means or other 
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+ 


eo it; and withal ſuggeſted to her, that the only means left to prevent the ill 
quences that might enſue, would be to leave the place without delay, and retire, as 
well as ſhe could, to her e of Ely: To which ſhe conſented; and immediately ſet 
out on her way, and was but juſt gone off, when the King arrived. This occaſion o 
the Queen $ ſudden departure from the Monaſtery, , is omitted by Bede, who. only i in- 
forms us, that after having been there a year, ſhe was made Abbeſs. of Eh. 5 But 
the Eh-Hiſtorian : is a little more particular 3 in the relation he gives of hee? journey 
to the /e Ely; and though his account contains a good deal of the me yellous 2 
may not however be improper to conſider it, were it only to explain ſome ſ 

V ions infor ma- 


that are ſtill remaining in the Church of Bhs, which without ſc maps e 


tion of this kind might be unintelligible. . % oo PU, 


- THERE. are in all Eight Pieces of ee z one on each of the Pillars that fup ort 
the Dome and Lantern; all of them Hiſtorical, and relate to the 1. of an, St. 
Etbeldreda. The Firſt repreſents her marriage with Prince Eg rid, oad- 
jutor with bis F ather Of vy King of Northumberland: * The Second i ſh 
nies uſed at her receiving the veil-in the Monaſtery: of Coldinghan 
Wilfrid Biſhop of York. + The Third and Fourth, are deſig ed-tor reſent thoſe two. 
extraordinary incidents of her; journey, that happene ſoon after the . s W 
the Rabatte and are (thus related: * the Writer of ber L Life; Coat 


505 _ kinds of 


ras whom ſhe had taken- for her companions in the ov rey, 0 
heir ſetting out: In the mean time the King 
Monaſtery, and-finding the Queen was gone; reſolved to. rcfuethe 
came WP: to the ſide of the. rock where "thy; Que he 
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got intelligence of the King's deſign i in coming. and took care to inform the Queen 


1 culptures | 
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hs To ; 1-26 ki ng the kill, 1 een in that 2 ſeveral days, without | 4 


eaven in her favour, a 
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cluded that it was not the will of God that he ſhoulk have her again; and this 6 - 
ed his retiring to Tri again, leaving the Queen. quietly to = 


urſae her journey.” 1 
the ſubſtance of what i 1s repreſented in Plate X. Ne. * — The other: extraordin 
event, as told by the fame Author, and exhibited in the ſame Plate Ne. 4. is as — RY 
After the King was returned to 7ork,.the-Queen and her two companions left ne 
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Aſtban, they were courteouſly entertained; and ſtayd ia few days, and there ſhe 
built a Church: ! From Alftbam they continued their journey, on foot, in the 
habit of Pilgrims, not by the direct road, but through by-ways' and lanes to avoid 
the danger of purſuers: It happened that one day being tired with the length of the 
journey and heat of the weather, and coming to a commodious ſpot of ground, the 
Queen found herſelf diſpoſed to reſt, and laid herſelf down to fleep, whilſt her two 
faithful attendants watched by her; On awaking, ſhe obſerved that the pilgrims-ſtaff 
which ſhe had fixed in the ground. by her, had all the appearance of vegetable life in 
it, and found it had taken root in the earth, and put forth leaves and ſhoots.® 
(Plate X. No. 4.) Her ſtaff thus miraculouſly planted, adds my Author, afterwards 
became one of the talleſt and moſt flouriſhing trees in the Country, and the place is 
to this day called Erbeldrede's-Stow; 3 and a Church is there built in honour of this 
holy Queen.+—TI do not find any other extraordinary incident attending her: How- 
ever, after a difficult and hazardous journey, the Queen and her two attendants 
arrived ſafe at Eh, and was received by her people with all the honours due to her 
character and high ſtation: She was ſoon after followed by Huna a Prieſt, who ad- 
miniſtered to her in the offices of rel gion; and Wilfrid Biſhop of York, as ſoon as 
he was informed of her arrival at Ey, ſet out for the e Fires n came * luft 
her in the ſacred offices of his f Wan HH 
Wilfrid had been promoted to the See of York by of the late Kieg g. 5 — 
gave him many poſſeſſions in lands and how riches; and he ſtood upon very good 

terms with King Egfrid, ſo long as his Queen Ezhe/dreda continued in the Court; but 
upon her leaving it, and entering into "OY he was immediately diſcarded by the 

King, vrho ſuſpected that fhe had acted in that affair wholly by his counſel and ad- 


vice. After the King's return to Terk, from his unſucceſsful attempt to recover her 8 


from the Monaſtery, as before mentioned; looking upon that marriage as now diſ- 
ſolved, he entered on à ſecond marriage with a Princeſs whoſe name was Ermenburga. 
The Biſhop > was never liked by the new Queen, on account of the freedom he ſome- 

times wok in reminding her of her faults; and ſhe irritated the King, already too 
much incenſed and therefore inclined to receive any ill impreſſion, againſt him; inſo- 


+ much that i in the > year 6 678. the King carried his reſentment ſo high, as by the aſſiſt- 
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* c .e Domino Ecclefam e Lib. Elien. MS. 15. i. cap. I 3. 1 45 not A 3 that 
| paſſage.” — . he means, ſhe gave orders about building a Church. It is remarkable however, 
that in a vi near Wintringham now called Halton, the Church is dedicated to our 1 

Etheldreda, and is probably the kame that is called Alftham by my Author; See Ecton's Fhefaurus 
2d. Edit. 4to. pag. 203. Much the ſame Story is told by Malmeſbury, concerning the Paſtorat 
Staff of Aldheim Bp. of Shireburn. Angl. Sacr. vol. it. pag. 24. 3 I am ſorry T am not able ro 
direct the reader, where to find this remarkable ſpot of ground, not being ſufficiently acquainted 
with the Country. + Lib. Elien. MS. lib. i. cap/13- 5 The new Queen 9 he was grown too 
and rful, and the pretence made uſe of to reduce him, was the large extent of his Dioceſe, 


and the greatneſs of his revenues, judged ſufficient to maintain two or three Biſhops; and therefore 1 


the King and Theodore, (whom he had gained to his intereſt,) arbitrarily erected two other Bi 
within his Dioceſe, out ON OO ee N ö 1 
n 12. | 
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HISTORY: AND: b ANTIQUITIES' or 


1 3y” 3 Etbelliadar on her arrival at Eh. ber it den 
.. — the old Church of King Erhelbert's foundation, then in ruins, which was 
ſituate at Crat about a mile diſtant from the preſent City; 1 and to have dedi- 
cated it, as it hall formerly been, to'the.hanour-of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and to 
have built /a Monaftery there : But r e had proceeded too far, a more 
commodious ſituation was maile choice of, an eminence nearer to the River, as-fitter 
for her purpoſe; and in this place the fomndations of: her Church were laid; and the 
Monaſtery begun to be built. It was not long after, that the inhabitants of Cratendune 
followed band mk by deſerting it: and begun building the preſent City on the 
r adjoining to the Monaſtery.⸗ The Queen was alliſted in carrying on her 
buildings, by Aduffus her Brother, at that time King of the Zaff-Angles, who defrayed - - 
great of the expenſe; but it is probable, that the plan of her buildings was formed 
by Biſhop; Wilfred,” and chat he had e eee irection of the work; for he 
vas Vi 1 killed in Architecture, and ſpent a conſiderable time with her at Ely, - 
at ber firſt coming thither ; he alſo performed. the Epiſcopal office in conſtituting her 
Abbeſs with the uſual ceremony of Benediction, ! in 5s anion. of the other. 
members of this Society.. [Plate XI. Ne. 7 in 5 
In the Eugliſs and Letin Chronicles, it is nun; (ay de Writer of her Life.) 
that Etheldreda began her buildings in Eh, in the year of our Lord 653; and in a 
ſhort time aſſembled a congregation of perſons of both ſexes fearing God, under a 
ar courſe of life.. By this account, or any thing elſe to be met with in her 
 flory, it does not appear that this Monaſtery was of any particular Order, properly ſo 
called. It is highly probable, that in our ancient Saxon Monaſteries, every Founder 
1 rules for the government of their reſpective Societies, and the Abbots, 
or Abbeſſes added ſuch others, as they thought beſt and moſt conducive to the advance- 
ment en e ee eee of which rules, jr fa likely indeed . 
| received their education, and at the ae time adoptec 4 e d 
ctiſed and moſt approved of in other Monaſteries, whether at home: ee broad 
but without confining” themſelves to any one or other eſtabliſhed Order, E 
| BenedifiineRule was known very early among the Sa aunts by Edd in his Life _ 
of Bp «Wilfrid; for he expreſsly ſays; that Miſſfrid introduced it, and improved the Engii/2 
8 by it :* but whether he means that he firſt brought it into England, or only L 
inte 2275 Nothers wing My this: gan admits of ſome d doubt. However, if the : 
7 * . , | The Name of as "Od Town is ail profes * 3 
preſent City, called Cratend: Field ; but the exact ſituation of it is hardly diſcoverable at this 
time; we are told, however, 4 that there have been found upon the lace, vtenfſils N 
various Jing 4d of other, indications of it's having been formerly | nhabited.” Lib. Elien. MS. de 


Situ Inſulæ ingl. Sact. Vol. i 1. Pres. pag þ 4 (1 5 * 15 Gck 5 vefo Anglicis et Latinis 
habetur,. q quad ann ab Incanaire Domini 675, heli i ſinger rap hg ue in 


Ws cetum utriuſque ſexus Deum timentium Ute R liens | 
lib. mee = Anno Incarnation 67 8 Virgo Chriſt Ethel itha Regina © ceepit xdificarg 
Manaſterium apud Elig.” Aller Angaley a eee, + 3 * * Wiuemuch. & 
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Me of Eh, which the holy Virgin ¶ Erbeldreda] had poſſeſſed: as her Dower, and had 
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6 by Augyfin and bis companions in Kent, and the adjoining 


Counties, were chiefly of that Order; it is certain that thoſe founded in the Northern 


parts owe their origin to the 175 and Scotch Monks: and though the Benedifine 


Order does not clearly appear to have been eftabliſhed in any; yet ſome of * 


ulages and cuſtoms were probably adopted, in moſt of our oldeſt Monaſteries. | 
SoME of theſe Religious Houſes conſiſted only of Men, others of Women; 3 Pp 


"has were others founded for both Sexes, under the government of an Abbeſs; of 
tis latter kind, the moſt eminent were Streanagſpalch [Whitby,] over which 8. Hilda 
Fo great-grand-daughter of Edwin King of Northumberland and Aunt to our S. Etbelureda 


by her Mother's fide, prefided as Abbeſs, and is celebrated in the Saxon Hiſtory 3 for 


her piety and excellent diſcipline: Coludi/burgh or Coldingham was another of the ſame 
kind, in which S. Eöba Aunt to King Egfrid was Abbeſs, under whom S. Etheldreda 
received the veal, - and was. inſtructed in the Monaſtick diſcipline; and' the Monaſtery 


of Ely was founded on the fame plan, in which both nn and FR uns hved-in my 


and regular obſervance under our Abbeſs 8. Erheldreda, 


Ir is to be obſerved in general, that in thoſe ann times Monattcries were the 
chief, if not the only Schools for education, where perſons of quality and others of 


both ſexes were uſually educated and bred up to religion and learning; and Semina+ 
nies particularly for ſuch as were intended for holy. Orders; whence thoſe who were 
found properly qualified, were tal 


cer and Ordained, either for the Service of God in 
the Houſes they belonged to, or were ſent abroad for the inſtruction of the people. 
On theſe accounts they had extraordinary privileges granted them by our Kings for 
their encouragement, and confirmed to them by National Synods and councils. With 
reſpect to the Monaſtery of Ey in particular, © It was decreed at that time, (ſays my 
Author, 5) by all the Great Men of England, as well Secular as Eccleſiaſtical, That the 


no dedicated to the ſervice of God, ſhould: not for the time to come ſuffer any dimi- 


nution of it's liberty, either by the King or Biſhop of the Dioceſe.” It is not ſaid | 

in what year this National aſſembly was held ; but I ſuppoſe the Synod: of Herutfords 

is here meant, which met on the an of n ee AD. ſi ellos very your in 
| which this Monaſtery was founded. 


By comparing the ad. and 3d. b e 8 e 


Mionaſteries at that time exempt from the juriſdiction of the Biſhop of the Dioceſe ; 


and that ſuch: exemptions were confirmed by the authority of that Synod. The 2d. 
due 3 e e 7 ſhould . for ende og ju diction 1 


- — 6 « In reglbem 3 „ Beedisd bent EiclcGaram Dei b. .meliora- 
Vit.“ ita S. Wilfridi, cap. xiy. Bp. Lloyd of Church eee pag. 138. 3 Bedar 


'Hiſt. EccleC. lib. ii. cap. 24,25. et Mb. iv. cap. 23. + Bp. Lloyd of Church Government, pag. 162. | 


. 5. Decretum igitur decenti ratione a cunctis tunc Anglia Primoribus tam eee 


Ecclefiaſticis fuit, ut Inſulam Elge, quam eadem Sandtimomalis e e .nunc ' 
vero in divinum mancipaverat 8 non de Rege nec ot Epi bertas loci diminueretur, | 
vel i 1 poſterum eee » Lib. MS. Hb. i. cap S Eccleſ. lib. iv. cap. g. 

Ut nullus — IR ANY invadat, ! far gu 


ZUDETNALIONE e 
klebis“ Ibid. | | [ 


ö thirbfors ae e Degel of char Biſhop; for at that time Dioceſes were coextended 
with the ſeveral Kingdoms, 3 and there was but one Biſhop of the Eaft- Angles, and 
he had ordinary juriſdiction over the whole: And yet we find Wilfrid biſhop of the 
Mortbumbrians immediately after the holding that Synod, (in which he was preſent 
by his Proxies, + who had conſented and ſubſcribed to the Canons there made, ) to 
have performed the Epiſcopal Office in the Monaſtery of Ely, and he continued to do 
ſo during the life of the Royal Foundreſs ; and that without any infringement on the 
rights of the Biſhop of the Ea Angles, or acting contrary to the 2d Canon above- 
mentioned; but rather under the ſanction of the 3d Canon, by virtue of that 
privilege belonging to the Monaſtery of Ey, whereby it was exempt: from the ordi- 
: 2 juriſdiction of the Biſhop of the Eaf-Angles; the Abbeſs having at that time a 


£ W urge at m time from the een gbr of the Biſhop of the 


a. STOT AND ANTIQUITIES or 


the Dioceſe of another; but be content with the government of the Sas committed 


to him.“ But then, with reſpect to Monaſteries within his Dioceſe, his power is 


Umited by the particular privileges that had been granted them, which he is enjoined 
not to violate; for the 3d. Canon is, That whatever Monaſteries are dedicated to 


God, none of the Biſhops may diſturb them in the enjoyment of their Privileges,] 


nor forcibly take away any of their temporal] poſſeſſions. The ſenſe and meaning 


of theſe Canons, is beſt explained by the practiſe and uſage of the Church in the 
s 1mmec —_— nm chat Synod. The e f Ely, in which S. Erbeldreda 
ckoned part of the Kingdom of the Eaſ. Angles; ꝛ and 


privilege of chooſing whatever Biſhop ſhe pleaſed; and ſhe exerciſed it, by preferring 
* Wilfrid to perform the Epiſcopal. offices. within her Monaſtery. This primary ex- 
emption is ſufficiently clear from facts, and is afterwards recited in King Edward the 


Confeſſor's Charter to the Church of Eh, 5 and there declared to be the ground: 1 its 
Möeſe. 


e cel Ewe being 


3 uſually ſpent in | prayer; - faſting g. watchia g8, er, e "ſpiritual exerciſes, and eſpecially 
_ an the ſtudy of the holy Scriptures. . We have but little handed down to us concerning 


e particular rules, -cuſtoms, and uſages eſtabliſhed. in 8. E/heldreda's Monaſtery at 
only we are told in nue \*%That all the wouibers of i had one and the ſame 

Goc Ge. and a 

rin rheHouſof Gods But! 


F wid. ed cap. 9g. 3 oe ings a que 


: tuo o Bihepncks founded, Canterbury and Rocheſter. Eaſt-Anglia was ſoon after divided into two; 


one See continued at Dunwich, and the other was placed at Elmham. 4 Ibid. cap. 5. 3 Sitque 


. eorum, ut ſemper fuit, arbitrio, a quocumque Potiſſimum eligerint Ordinari, ſua ee 
FPhpiſcopo: Convenienti equidem Ade itione Regina Etheldreda] hac utitur libertate, 
retznum, mundumque Borentem deferens, Inſulam pro dotalitio poſſedit, ubi _ fo hr 2 4 | 


rrime ſervivit: Hæc quemcumque voluit ou copum aſcivit, pong Sanctus Wilfridus a 


Z on o_y familiarior extitit, qui eam cum ſuo ccetu Virginum conſecravit. Vide Cartam 
w 


Conf. in Appendice. 5 Omnibus ibi una cadem regula eſt, præcipua Virtus et 


l ma eis [forte ] ja amor divini 83 area R 
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n conduct and general practice will in ſome meaſure inſtruct us in their cuſtomary 
way —_— manner of living in it; for the Abbeſs herſelf, as well by her example as 
precepts, was the ſtanding rule of perfection to the reſt of the ſociety: and Bede in- 
forms us, That from her firſt entrance on her office, ſhe never wore any linen, 
but only woollen garments that ſhe uſually eat only once a day, except on the 
greater feſtivals, or in time of ſickneſs; and, if her health permitted, ſhe never return- 
ed to bed after Matins, which were held at midnight, but continued her prayers in 
the Church tilt break of day. The high opinion that the world entertained of her 
Sanity, together with the exact diſcipline obſerved in her Monaſtery, had a wonder- 
ful effe& in recommending this auſterity of life to the eſteem of many, and gained 
abundance of Converts to it: Huna her Chaplain, the Prieſt that attended her i in holy. 
offices,” became'a Monk under her, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf by great ſtrictneſs of liv- 

ing, and in the practice of all thoſe auſterities that were then uſed in the monaſtick 
ſtate: there were alſo perſons of the nobleſt families, and matrons of high rank, that 
came and put themſelves under her direction, being deſirous to learn her diſcipline; 
or brought their Children to be educated and devoted to Religion in her Monaſtery: 
and ſome even of Royal ſtate thought proper to quit their high ſtations, and ſubjected 
themſelves to the rules of her government, as her eldeſt Siſter Sexburga Queen of 
Kent, Ermenilda (Daughter of Sexburga,) Queen of Mercia, who alſo brought her only 
Daughter the Princeſs Werburga: 3 thele three great Perſonages were members of this 
Society, during the life-time of Etheldreda; and all of them fuccreded her i in their 
ora to.the government of this Monaſtery. -. 5 

Fon the maintenance and ſupport of this 5 RON the Royal Foundrefo ſettled | 
the whole e of Eh, being a Principality with the temporal power and juriſdiction, 
and all the profits ariſing from the government of it; the revenues whereof were very 
conſiderable, and had formerly been applied, and no doubt were ſufficient to ſupport 
the dignity of a Saxon Alderman of the firſt rank. And to eſtabliſh this her royal 
foundation the more firmly. and ſecurely to future ages, f ſhe gave in charge and re- 
commended it to the care of Biſhop Wilfrid, who in the year 678 was on his de- 
parture towards Rome, to procure the Pope's confirmation of her Grant, and of the 

Liberties and Immunities of the Place that her Congregation there aſſembled, —ã 2 
continue in the ſervice of God, and in the regular obſervance of diſcipline, free from: 
want and from the diſturbance or exaction of any officer of what power, eminence or 
authority ſoever; which Confirmation of the Privileges and Immunities of her Mo- 
nate Wilfrid | is ſaid to have obtained from the Pope: 5 But before his return from 
Rome, our Abbeſs died of an epidemical diſeaſe that prevailed' at that time in her Mo- 
naſtery, and had carried off ſeveral of the Nuns and others of her family. She is ſaid, 
15 by . of l s to 6 have foretold tis Sy. e Ie. the exatt 


bs 8 Foe . kb; iv, cap. 19. 5 Ib PHY Ms. lib.; i. ca cap. 1 is Ibid. - 3 e 

' \ /ulferi Ermenilda, mortuo ha A. 5. 675 3 filia ſua 8 rga Fo 8 eſt attonſa ſub 
Sancta Exheldreda Abbatiſfa.“ Higden. Polyc apud XV. 8 1 a. . 
4 Lib. Elien. MS, lib. i. cap. 1 £2 "ba. "Bede: Hiſt, Eee lib. I. cap. 19 
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number er her houſehold that would be taken out ef the world by it, and beter 
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- DURING her ſickneſs ſhe retained her 127 theerfalweſs, and diſcourſed with thoſe 


about her with great calmneſs and compoſure of mind, concerning the vanity of this 
world, and her own approaching end. Her diſorder was attend 

der her jaw, Ad en ben with Kinefrid her Phyſici 
ae ments ee ee and the operation was perfo 


by him; 


with a tumour un- 
„ was thought proper 


and for two Days 


_ the ſeemed to de greatly relieved by it; the tumour viſibly fubſided, and the fever 


Abated: but on the third 
| herſelf much worſe, and that 1 
vent to be aſſembled i in ber x 


AY 


— holy communion of t th 
them all to his gracious protectior 


+ them to ris heave? rock in view; r. WH 
- meaſure have : a foretaſte of the joys of that Place, which 
Hume before ſettled all her worldly affairs, he declined . or "TY 
out them; and dwelt only on the love of Chrift, and prayet with 
he would ſend his boly Angels to receive her ſot 


: and whilſt the was praying) 
would be for ever propitious to the inhabitants of the place, and th 


to live 5 


the fever returned with greater violence; when finding 
had not many * eee 


deſirous to take her laff farencl of them | 


and Blood of Chriſt; 


i fi, thy might in om 


and commended 


ſerver and Keeper; the yielded up her Soul into the hands of her Creator on the 23d 


* e eee f ſh 


1 


3 8 * 


related of her: 
dy her 


life and manners, 


* 


3.1, Elen. MS. Ib. i. cap 


uſed to that end, were 


of 


1 e vus a Queen as emin, 
_— irth ; naturally of a grave ſerious tern of 
, meekneſs, and.contempt of the world . 
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THE CONVENTUAL CHURCH OF ELV. $9 
points agreeable to the rules of true religion; if ſhe ſet too high a value on the merits 
of virginity, and thought it the ſum of perfection; as ſhe may indeed be ſaid to have 

Prin that virtue to exceſs, or, as others thought, to a pitch of heroiſm ; it was 
owing to the prevailing notions of religion 1 in the times in which ſhe lived, and the 
| monaſtick rules ſhe had been taught. But bating theſe miſtaken notions, in which 
ſhe had been bred up, and her peculiar manner of thinking; we cannot but admire 
her reſolution, conſtancy, and perſeverance in what ſhe judged to be right, and agreeable 
to her opinion of religious duties; though it appears to be wrong founded; and there- 
fore by no means is her conduct in all reſpects propoſed as a pattern fit for imitation. 
The gaieties and ſplendor of a Court were never agreeable to one of her temper 
and diſpoſition, who was conſtant at her devotions, and paſſionately devoted to re- 
gion, and the promoting piety in others: Whilſt ſhe reſided at the Northumbrian 
Court, ſhe affected the life of a recluſe, ſeldom appearing abroad or in publick ; but 
ſpent much of her time in converſation with perſons of both ſexes eminent for their 
piety and virtue, or ſuch as were ſo reputed ; among whom Wigfrid Biſhop of York, 
and St. Cuthbert, whilſt yet an Anchoret, and before he was made Biſhop of Lindi/- 
Farne, were the chief: and when ſhe became Queen, by the acceſſion of her huſband 
Egfrid to the Crown of Northumberland and Monarchy of the Engliſh Nation, and ſhe 
could no longer with decency continue there without making her appearance frequent- _ 
ly in publick; ſhe laid hold on the occaſion of quitting her ſtation; and by her im- 
portunity obtained the King's leave of retiring to a Monaſtery. After ſhe was made 
Abbeſs of Ely, ſhe led a ſevere mortified life herſelf ; and would often tell thoſe who 
were under her care, and remind them, * That the faſhion of this world paſſeth away; 
and that only was to be accounted life, which was purchaſed by ſubmitting to tem- 
poral inconveniencies. As ſhe was a ſtriẽt obſerver herſelf of awful behaviour and 
reverence in the Houſe of God, ſo was ſhe a ſevere exacter of it in others; and made 
. that one of the ſtanding Rules of her Monaſtery. Temperance, as well in eating as 
drinking, was at all times another conſpicuous part of her Character: ſhe had learned 
to be content With a little herſelf, and difpoſed of her abundance in the relief of 
others: ſhe gave all her poſſeſſions to Religious uſes; her jointure that ſhe had by 
King Egfrid, which was Hexham,* and the territory thereto belonging, ſhe gave, with 
the King's conſent, to #7lfrid, and a Biſhoprick was there founded in her life-time 
and that which ſhe had by her firſt Huſband Tonbert, ſhe ſettled on the Monaſtery ſhe 
had. founded at Ely. In 2 laſt ſickneſs, when ſenſible of her approaching end, ſhe | 
was calm and compoſed ; and retained her memory and underſtanding. to the laſt, and 
5 expired i in the very act of her calling, in the preſence of her flock; and whilſt ſhe was 
WD them how F I her e i them alſo how to die. 
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N the river to a ſmall City then in ruins, not far diſtant from the Ille, called 


55 5 een eee This was undoubtedly the ah, name of 
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en 1 BURGA, FE ſecond Albee. 


"ey B U RG A, the eldeſt Siſter of St. Etheldreda, by the unanimous. iter 3 
8 the Nuns, ſucceeded her in the government of this Monaſtery. She. had been 
married to Ercombert King of Kent, about the year 640, by whom ſhe had two Sons 
Egbert and Lot bair, ſucceſſively Kings of Kent, and two Daughters Ermenilda and 
 Erkengata. After the death of her Huſband Ercombert, who died in the year 664, 
| ſhe was ſome | time Regent of the Kingdom, durin g the minority of her Son Egbert; 2 
and when he came of age to take upon himſelf the adminiſtration of government, 
Queen Sexburga reſigned the regency ; and went and founded a Monaſtery in the Iſle of 
| Shepey | in Kent, which ſhe compleated, and obtained of her Son King Egbert lands i in 
that Iſland and other revenues, for the maintenance of Seventy-ſeven Nuns; but think- . 
ing it improper to preſide over them as Abbeſs, not having been in a ſtate of probation 
herſelf,3 ſhe appointed her Daughter Ermenilda Queen Dowager of Mercia their Ab- 
beſs, who had ſome time before been veiled at Ely; and ſhe herſelf retired thither, and 
put herſelf under the govern ment of her Siſter St. Etheldreda ; on whoſe death, as 18 
before mentioned, ſhe was elected Abbeſs; and with great zeal and diligence main- 
tained a regular obſervance of the Rules and Orders eſtabliſhed by her Siſter St. 
Etheldreda; and was both by her inſtructions and actions a teacher and pattern of all 
thoſe virtues that adorn the monaſtick life, 1 in Li Gy charity, and Aar 
| other virtue becoming her mon... 
Tux moſt memorable affair tranſacted in 1 Monaſtery i in ber 7 was the 
I tranſlation of the Body of St. Etheldreda from the place where 1 it was at firſt interred, 
| into the Church, ſixteen. years after her deceaſe. That the very mains of the bodies 


* 


of perſons eminent for piety and holineſs of life, added a kind 0 holineſs to the 
places where they were interred, and communicated ſomething of their virtue to all ; 
that viſited them and applied to them properly; was an opinion that obtained very 

: early, and occaſioned a frequent reſort to their graves. . . People | in general had a high 

opinion of the extraordinary merits of St. Etheldreda ; for that miracles | were ſaid to 

© have been wrought at the place where ſhe was buried: on which account her Siſter 

| Sexburga our Abbeſs was defirous; both for the ſake of doing greater honour to her 

memory, and for the more extenſively. communicating the virtue of her merits, to 
tranſlate her remains into ſome conſpicuous place within the Church: and having 

| fignified 'her intention to the reſt of the Society, it Was approved of by 9. 

all., Some of the Monks were ordered to provide a Stone for making a Coffin; 3 

but as the N of Ely afforded no Stone of a proper ſize for their purpoſe ; they went 


Grantacagſter 4 near the walls of the City they found an elegant Marble Coffin, and 
ee it with them to us e. Ons ne voy 1 aur, thy folem 5 there 
1 Was 

capa ak ne 2 „Monaſt. Ar gt yol.3 i. Page 8 3106. res MS, ib. 1. cap. 18. 
ls in Bede's time; it was ſituated 


. the North- M* ſide of the r river "YO on an elevated n containing about 125 1 20 
| 1 25 


- 
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was a great concourſe of people from all parts: Wilfrid Biſhop of York, and Kinefrid the 
+ ue en -who attended her in her laſt ſickneſs and ſaw her laid in the grave, were both 
preſent on this occaſion: and it is from the information of this latter that-Bede ſeems 
to have taken the account he gives of this tranſaction, which is in ſubſtance as follows: .* 
A Tent or Pavilion provided for that purpoſe was placed over her grave, and the whole 
congregation of the Monks and Nuns belonging to the Monaſtery, proceeded to the 
place of her interment; and ſtanding round the pavilion i in regular order, on the one 
fide the Monks, and on the other the Nuns, all joined in ſinging Hymns and Pſalms 


of praiſe : : In the mean time proper perſons were employed within the Tent in re- 


moving the earth out of the grave; and when they were come to the Coffin, the Ab- 
beſs Sexburga, attended by ſome of the Nuns, entered the pavilion in order to aſſiſt in 


taking up the body out of the grave. They had not been long there before the Abbeſs : 
was diſtinctly heard to cry out as in a kind of extacy and ſurprize, Glory be to the 


Name of the Lord; and preſently the door was opened, and Kinefrid. called in, who 
beheld the body of the holy Virgin juſt taken out of the grave and placed on a bier, 
where it lay as if ſhe had been aſleep; and he found the wound he had made by inci- 
ſion in her neck, quite healed, and that there appeared only the remains of a ſmall 
ſcar upon the part. Bp. Wiifrid alſo and others who were preſent aſſerted that her body 
appeared as ſound and free from corruption: as if it had been buried that ſame day. 
After the religious Virgins had waſhed the body, and clothed it in new veſtments, it 
was conveyed into the Church and depoſited in the Marble Coffin before · mentioned: 
vhere it remained in Beds time, and continued many ages after in great veneration,* 
— I omit many wonderful things ſaid to have been done by the merits. of St. Ezhe/- 
dreda after her death, which are recorded in her Hiſtory ;-the miracles performed by 
the touch of her clothes, and of the wooden coffin in which her body was at firſt laid 
in the grave; and the great cures effected by the ſpring of water that iſſued from the 


place where ſhe was firſt interred. — This Tranſlation of the body of St. Etbeldreda i into 
the Church of Ely was in the year 69 5,3 on the 17th of October; which day, was. 


obſerved i in 1 the fallowing ages as a a Feaſt, and has fill a a place 1 in our r Calendar. 


Coin and other Antiquities that have been found there, and is confirmed by the — of Roman Tyles 
or Bricks Which appear in the wall of St. Peter's Church, ſtanding within the South angle of this-antient 


Fee : and as the Coffin found by the Monks of Ely, is expreſsly ſaid by Bede ¶ Hiſt. lib. ir. 


19.] to have been found near the walls of this antient City, then in ruins; and was,, as he calls 


| F an | clean Marble Coffin ; —it was probably a Roman Sarcophagus: there being no place near the | 


lie of Ely at that time fo likely to afford any thing of that kind as this, where there ſtill remain other 


reliques of Roman Antiquities, — As for the ſmall village of Grancheſter near Cambridge; there is no 
appearance of it's ever having been a place of-much 15 reater note than at preſent be des, the very / 


name of Grancheſter is but modern, or given to it within a Century or twopaſt, i in all ancient writings: 
it is called Granteſete, not Grancheſter. Bedz'Hifſt. Eccleſ. lib. ĩv. cap; 19; The incorruptneſs of 
St. Etheldreda's Body long after her death, was a fact that none of aur Monks ſeemed to doubt of: 


they believed, or affected to believe, that it continued in that ſtate many 00 after; though it ſeems 


none of them ever proſurned to examine into the ſtate of it, being deterred by the many judgments 


they tell us had 
""_—_— ad annum, 


Ser- | 


1 Velha ws Ditch, the Veſtiges of which! may be Sy ag out; within it, are now included the 
Caſtle and the greateſt part of the 'Town lying on that ſide of the river. (See Stukeley's Palæograph. 
Brit. Part. ii. p. 36.) Th opinion of its having been a Roman ſtation, ſeems well- grounded 8 1 


len thoſe who at different times had preſume to \ violate. her RS. MS: Lib. 
Efes. lib. i. cap. . 235 er i. PS: es. * Plate _ 1 « 3 Flooeh. | 
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| after hs Mal been Abba; ane} Had. with. great 1 
S af-Sh aioge-evvay ona, 4 deceaſed in a good old age on the 6th of 
I rr ern Ln eee ee App eee ene 
A 2 | 


it ER MENIL a, third Ale. (1 


HE Monaſtery of Ely did not continue long vacant ; for the Convent Sou 
choſe ERMENILD4, daughter of Ercombert King of Kent and Sexburga his Queen 
-our late Abbeſs, to ſucceed her, - She had been married to Wulfere King of Mercia, 
and had by him one Daughter Verburga, with whom, on the death of her Huſband 
King Wulfere in the year 675, ſhe entered into religion in the Monaſtery of Ey un- 
der her Aunt Etheldreda; but ſoon quitted it, on her being appointed Abbeſs of the 
Monaftery of Shepey in Kent, when her Mother Sexburga left it and came to Eh, as is 
before mentioned: it is probable ſhe had continued there ever ſince, and was thence 
called to take upon her the government of this Monaſtery : however, before the came 
to ſettle at Ely, ſhe e her e . e to be made Wee of re in 
her room: Et: 
Wx have little or nothing 3 of che tran Ae in the Monaſtery during the 
government of our Abbeſs Ermenilda; neither is the day or year of her death men- 
tioned ; only her deceaſe is commemorated on the 13th day of Febre: Y 
merly obſeryed as a Feſtival in the Church of Ey, where her hody wit placed in a | 
Stone Coffin next to that as her Naoto Sexburge. e 


1 WERBURGA, _—_ Abtefs. 


TE RB U R GA at the time of her Mother Ermenilda's death, pi Nr as Abbes 
Wy over ſeveral Monaſteries | in Mercia, as well as Shepey \ in Kent. = is before ob- 
ſerved, that on the death of her Father King Wulfere in 675, ſhe accompanied her 
Mother to the Monaſtery of Ely, and there received the veil under her Mother's Aunt 
St. Etheldreda. How long ſhe continued at Ey is not mentioned; but havin g there 
learned the Monaſtick diſcipline, ſhe was invited by her Uncle Edhelred Kinig of Mer- 
eia her Father's immediate Succeſſor in that Kingdom, to return home, and take upon 
her the government of ſome Monaſteries then lately founded in that Kingdom for re- 
" ligious Virgins; with whoſe deſire ſhe complyed, and had the Monafteries of * Hean- 
| Surge and Tricengham committed to her care, and is ſaid to have converted the Royal 
Palace at Wedon on the. Street 3 into a Nunnery; (and was at 2 gtl pool on to 
take upon her the adminiſtration of the Monaſtery at EY. 
gt. Werburga ſeems to have preſided over theſe ſeveral e at the 5 
time, and probably till her death; dividing her care and attention between them, liv- - 
ing ſometimes at one, and ſometimes at another, 88 occaſion required. Her deſire 
2 was to be buried at Heanburge, and ſhe gave orders) Ut ha 


. gehe Ch, Hiſt. Book xx. chap. xvii.) e bo in Sod | 
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to „ her holy ſhould be conveyed thither to be interred. She died' at Tricengham 
on the 3d of February, but in what year is uncertain; i and the Society there had a 
mind to keep poſſeſſion of her body, and had it conveyed into their Church; but be- 
fore it was interred, the Heanburge Society came, and by force carried it off, and 
buried it in their Church. About nine years after, her body was taken up in order to 
be enſhrined, at which time it is faid to have been whole and entire and without any 
viſible ſigns of decay. It remained in that Monaſtery till the year 875, when the 
Danes ravaging thoſe parts, and coming as far as Repton in Derbyſhire, the inhabitants 

of Heanburge fled, and taking with them the body of St. ne e it to 


n as a * of * ſafety.* 


| WanURGA is the laſt Abbeſs 3 whoſe Name i is —_ down to us: though it 
that the Monaſtery of Ey continued, under an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of 
Abbeſſes, and in the regular obſervance of that Order and E firſt eſtabliſhed 
there by St. Etheldreda, 197 years. In the latter part of that period, whilft moſt of 
the Churches and Monaſteries in the Kingdom ſuffered ach by wars, and many of 
them were deſtroyed in the Daniſh invaſions, which then began to be frequent in 
England, the Ne of Ely was all that time free from thoſe calamities; the Monaſtery 
was in a very flouriſhing condition, and the inhabitants lived there in peace and tran- 
quillity, ſecure and undiſturbed in their poſſeſſions and their civil a religious liber 
ties: and this. proſperous ſtate of things continued till the latter part of the fatal year 
970. when the ſcene was ſuddenly changed: ſome roving parties of the Danes having 
then made a diſcovery of this place of retirement and ſeeming ſecurity; which was 
ſoon followed by an hoſtile invaſion and deſcent on the Iſle, and ended in the utter 
1 85 e and ſlaughter of the inhabitants. „ 


* 


Sk. Weeborgd, who fad in the Sun Chiigicls chin ties A.D. 8 
from our St. Werburga z the former was Queen of Mercia, and wife of Ceolred King of Mercia, 
who afterwards became an Abbeſs, but of w Monaſtery is not faid. Higdeni Polichron. pag. 
240, 257. Edit. Gale, — Her relicks were depoſited there in a Monaftery dedicated to St. Peter and 
St. Paul; which being afterwards ruined, K. Ethelſtan and other Saxon Kings repaired it, and put 
in Secular Canons in honour of the holy V 1 St. Werburga. After the C about A. D. 

3. Hugh' Lupus Earl of Cheſter, at the inſtance of 579 Abp. of Cant. put out the Seculars, 
nd i ced Benedictine Monks in their room; who contin in poſſeſſion of St. Werburgz's 
Church, till che general diſſolution of Monaſterie y VIII. made it a $ See. 
Tanner s Notitia Monaſt. pag. 57. 3 The year in which St. Werbar 77 died, I do not any 
where mention'd : but the Author of her Life (MS. Benet Coll. Cambr. I. 13.) informs us, that her 
21 up 9 years after her deceaſe, to tranſlate it to a 'more eminent pare of the Churct 
of Heanburge, | by order of Ceolred K. of Mercia, who began his reign as abs and died 
e Ae e * pas- 244. Edit. Gale. 
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1 E Danes, who for near three Centuries together infeſted this Kingdom, v were 
| a mixt people from the Northern parts of Germany, bordering on the German 
Ocean and the Baltick Sea, and the adjacent Iſles ; Danes, Goths, Swedes, Norwegians, 
Frifans, and other neighbouring States leagued together, under no regular govern- 
ment, but as Pirates and Robbers; barbarous and uncivilized in weir manners, 
cruel and inhuman in their temper and diſpoſition: all theſe people were Pagans, and 
what is worſe, had a particular hatred and averſion to the Chriſtian Religion; an 
enemy the moſt dreadful, becauſe the moſt ſavage of any that this Kingdom had ſeen. 
The firſt account we meet with of any of them landing 1 in England, was in the year 
791:2 their numbers were then, and for a good while after, not very conſiderable; and 
their attempts only on the coaſts, in robbing and plundering ſome defenceleſs towns 
and villages. The Saxons at that time were almoſt deſtitute of ſhips of; war, and 
therefore found it very difficult to oppoſe theſe bold invaders of their Country, Who 
were well provided i in that reſpect: beſides, their deſcents on the coaſts, were generally 4 
ſudden and unexpected; ſo that before ſufficient forces could be brought together to 
oppoſe them, they were gone off, and retired to their ſhips; and landing in ſome 
diſtant parts of the Kingdom, committed the like cruelties again without reſiſtance. 
The ſucceſs they met with in carrying on this kind of piratical war, encouraged them 
afterwards to fit out very large fleets, and they often landed in ſuch numbers, as were 
ſufficient to over- run the Kingdom, and threatened the utter ſubverſion of the Saxon 
| fate. Our Annals of thoſe times are filled with narratives of the frequent invaſions 
and ſudden deſcents of the Danes, and the great devaſtations and eruelties committed 
by them in all parts of this Ifland: but the moſt fatal and memorable \ was that which 
begun in 866, the firſt year of Etbelred King of the We/t-Saxons ; when having fitted 
out a very large Fleet, and enibarked a vaſt number of men, they ſet ſail for Eaft- 
Anglia, and landing on the coaſt, took up their winter quarters in that Kingdom: 
The ſpring and ſummer following they made uſe of in collecting all the horſes 3 
could find in thoſe parts; and this is the firſt time of their having any cavalry among 
them, as is taken notice of by our Hiſtorians.3 About the end of the year 867, the 
Danes ſuddenly quitted Eaft-Anglia, and marched- with all their forces directly to 5 
York; and made themſelves maſters of that City without oppoſition: : Their induce- 
ment to this ſudden attack, was a Civil war then ſubſiſting among the Nerthumbrians, - 
who had lately depoſed ert their King, and ſet up Ella in his ſtead: Theſe two 
competitors, however, came to an agreement in joining their forces againſt the com- 
mon Enemy; but endeavouring to reſcue the City out of their hands, were both 'of 
them ſlam, and their Army. cut to pieces: After which the Danes waſted the Coun- 
try as far as the river Tine, and ſet up Egbert an Engliſnman to hold the Kingdom 
under enn. The next year the Daniſh Army made an expedition into Mercia, and 
took 


RY Math. Welt. ad ann. 838. — Simeonis Dunelm. Hiſt Eccl. Dunelm. I. ii. c. 6. Joh. Fordun 
Scotorum Hiſt. 1. iv. c. 15,17. Matth. Weſtm. ad ann. 791. — Vide Chron. Saxon, et Floren. 
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took Nottingham : and though Burrbed King of Mercia with all his forces, and thoſe 
under Ethelred King of the Feft-Saxons and his Brother Alfred, who came to his aſ- 
ſiſtance, endeavoured to recover the place; yet the Danes kept poſſeſſion ; and the 
King was forced to make peace with them. From Nottingham the Danes in the year 
869, marched their Army back to 757k, and continued there all that Winter: during 
which ſeaſon, great preparations were making abroad, to recruit their Army that was 
already in England. For early in the Sprin g following, that is, in the year 870, 
another body of 20000 l men embarked in a Fleet, under the command of Hinguar 
and Hubba, two of their Princes, as infamous for their cruelty, as they were renowned 
for their conduct and experience in war. It was their intention to have made a de- 
ſcent with this formidable Army on Eaft-Angha ; but being driven by contrary winds 

on the coaſt of Scotland, they landed there, and begun thoſe cruelties and devaſta- 
tion, which they continued all the ſucceeding part of the year without intermiſſion 
deſtroying all before them with fire and ſword, and ſlaying the inhabitants without 

diſtinction of Age or Sex. At this time was the Monaſtery of Coldingbam, where our 
St. Etheldreda formerly received her religious inſtitutes, deſtroyed ; the Abbeſs and all 
the Nuns and others there were murdered, and the Buildings ſet on fire over them, 
and all conſumed by the flames. Thence fling the Tweed, the Pagan Army marched 

Southward, directing their courſe on the Eaſt-ſide of the Kingdom; whilſt the Fleet 

kept failing near the coaſt, to attend the motions of the Army, with a view of favour- 

ing their operations by land, and taking on board the ſpoils of the Country, or rein- 
forcing the Army, as occaſion required: and landing ſome of their men on Lindiſ< 
farne or Holy-I/land; then an Epiſcopal See, and famous for the Body of St. Cuthbert 
there interred ; they plundered that Monaſtery. In the mean time their Army mov- 

ing forward, deſtroyed ſeveral noble Monaſteries + that had been planted in thoſe, 

parts; among which were, One for religious Women at Tinemouth; the two Monaſte- 

nies of St. Peter and St. Paul at Weremouth and Gyrui, memorable for the education 
of Ven. Bede; and another at Whitby, founded by St. Toe e Abbeſs: thence paſſing 

the Humber, they entered Lindſey,s and ruined the Monaſtery of Bardeney, s famous 
for the Tomb of Ofwald King of Mercia, who WORE took the N habit, and 

there ended his days. 

 HavinG now ſpent great wart of the hae, in | ravaging ths Country; hs two 
Dani Generals divided their forces: Hinguar with one diviſion embarked on board 
the Fleet, which was ſtill near the coaſt, and ſet ſail for Eaff-Angha,7 to carry on the 
war in thoſe parts, according to their original plan; leaving the other diviſion under 
the condi& of his Brother and Colleague Hubba, to continue his march through 
Mercia, i in order (as appeared afterwards, ) to make a junction of their forces again 
in Eat Anglia, and there to winter. Hitherto the Danes had continued their march 
from the borders of Scotland, to the middle of Lincolyſbire, without oppoſition : for 
the conſternation was every where ſo great and general, that moſt of the inhabitants. 
fled before hens, I rather to e Teak Ang and love their 551 I 
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flight, than ſtand on their defence againſt an enemy too numerous and powerful 1 to 


contend with, and too ſavage to truſt their lives in their hands. 
Ir was now near Michaelmas, when the Danes under the command of Hubba : 


l fol Kefleven: at which time Algar * Earl of Hoyland,3 with the aſſiſtance of 
Wibert and Leefrie two of his principal Officers, had drawn ſome forces together; to 


theſe were added two hundred ſoldiers belonging to the Monaſtery of Crowland, com- 


. manded by Toh, then a Lay- brother of that Monaſtery, but formerly a brave and ex- 
perienced ſoldier; three hundred ſtout young men from about Deping, Langteſt and 


Bafton; and another body of men under Morcard Lord of Brunne, conſiſting of his 
own numerous family and dependants; and five hundred more under Oger Governor 


of Lincoln: theſe forces being joined, on the Feaſt of St. Maurice [Sept. 22.] attempted 
to ſtop the progreſs of the Danes through thoſe parts, and attacked an advanced party 


of them, which they had the fortune to defeat, killing great numbers, and purſuing 


the reſt to their camp. The ſame evening the main body of the Daniſb Army with 


all their Leaders coming up ;4 a great many of the Chriſtians, fearing another en- 


gagement againſt ſuch unequal numbers, deſerted and went off in the night. Agar 
however, and the reſt of the Officers reſolving to ſtand their ground, the next day 
drew up their men in order of battle; and conſidering the ſmallneſs of their number, 


had poſted themſelves ſo advantageduſly that they withſtood the force of the whole 


Daniſh Army, warding off the arrows of the enemy with their ſhields, and with their 


C Pikes reſiſting the efforts of the horſe, the greateſt part of the day. At length the 
Danes finding their attempts to diſlodge them unſucceſsful, ſuddenly feigned a flight, 
and were immediately purſued, in a diſorderly manner, by the Chriſtian Army, againſt 
the advice and command of their Officers, into an open field; where the Danes made 
a ſtand, and rallying their forces, overpowered them by uber and put almoſt all 
| of them to the ſword: the Officers in the mean time ſeeing that all waz loſt, retreated 
to a riſing ground, and bravely defending themſelves as long as they were able, at laſt 
fell among the'flain : only two or three of the common men eſcaping into an adjoin- 
ing wood, arrived early the next day at Crowlen 
defeat of the Army. This intelligence, together with their apprehenſion of the t near 
by approach of the Daniſh Army, confirmed by the ſmoke viſibly aſce 


Abby with the news of the total 


jacent villages ſet on fire in the way, put the Abbot and Monks into the and con- 


ſternation. Theodore Abbot of the place, immediately ſent away about thirty of the 
Monks by boat, into the adjoining marſhes, with their moſt valuable effects, and 
Their relicks, books, and charters; but he himſelf determine 

Monks, and ſome Children of the Monaſtery, whoſe tender years he vainly hoped might 
move compaſſion in the enemy, to ſtay behind and wait the event. As ſoon. as the 


ined, with a few of the oldeft 


ttle over, the Abbot and thoſe that remained with him, putting on 
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Day: the Abbot himſelf on this occaſion ſolemnly performed Maſs: and juſt when 
the Communion was ended, the Pagan Army arrived; and ſome of: the Soldiers im- 
mediately forced their way into the Church with Ofzitel- one of their Leaders, who 
with his own hands flew the Abbot on the Altar, while the Soldiers | beheaded the 
Monks that aſſiſted him there: the reſt ſeeing this, and endeavouring to make their 
eſcape, were all ſeized by the Soldiers, and after having been examined concerning 
the treaſures of the Church, and put to the torture, were all killed in different parts 
of the Monaſtery, After this the Pagans returned into the Church, where they broke 
down all the Marble Monuments of their Saints and Benefactors, which lay enſhrined 
round the Tomb of St. Gurblac, ranſacking their coffins in ſearch of treaſure but 
meeting only with diſappointment, they ſwept all the bones into an heap, and ſet fire 
to the Church and alt the buildings of the Monaſtery: this was on the 26th of _ 
tember, the third day after their coming thither. : 

Tas next day the Pagan Army, taking what ſpoils they yy meet with, and 


abundance of large and ſmall cattle, begun their march towards Mede/hamſted Peter- 


borough; where finding the gates of the Monaſtery ſhut, and a conſiderable body of 
men within, who had been collected together for their defence; they immediately be- 
gun with their engines to batter the walls; and at their ſecond attack made a ſufficient 


breach to enter, and forced their way through it into the Monaſtery. In this attack 


- Tulba a brother of Hulba'[ Hubba] was mortally wounded with a ſtone thrown from 


the wall at the entrance of the breach, and was carried off to the Tent. of his brother; 


who was ſo ty thereat, that he fell upon. the Monks, and with his own hands 


| flew all that came in his way, and the ſoldiers following his example ſoon put the 


reſt to death, to the number of eighty three perſons, beſides Hedda their Abbot : 2 and 


to complete the deſolation of the place, they begun after their uſual manner to deſtroy 
cvery thing about them: the Altars and Monuments in the Church were broken down, 
the charters and writings torn to pieces, and the Church with a noble Library, and 


the other buildings all ſet on fire, which continued burning fifteen days together. 


O the 4th day after their coming to Medeſhamfied, Hubba leaving the place in flames, 


; marched his forces to Huntingdon and Cambridge, in his way towards Eaft-Anglia, to 

join the other body of Danes under his brother Hinguar, who had ſome time before made 
deſcent with the Fleet, and was committing the like ravages in that Kingdom. 

- In the mean time the Ne of Ely was not exempt from the common calamities of 

the times. This Iſland was by it's fituation generally eſteemed a place of ſtrength 

and ſecurity, being encompaſſed on all ſides with very extenſive fens and moraſſes, 


uſually covered with water great part of the year, which rendered it inacceſſible from 
the country that ſurrounds it, except by boats. Theſe fens however extending them - 


en " the "ns 4 a waters $ farming. a channel, ** Which they, ee them- 


1 ſelves 
. * The bete of the Abbot and thats Monks, Togulphos inforem us, 


Ingulphi Hiſt, pag 


; crit. in Pane pag 1 ] were found among the ruins of the Monaſtery, by the Monks of Crow- 


land, who emen th em all in one large grave in the common cemetery near the-Eaft-end of the 


 Chutch, and ſet up a monumental Stone over them with the effigies of the Abbot and Monks carved 
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ſelves into it, * enough to admit any kind of ſhips then in uſe; the Iſland lay open 
and expoſed on that ſide to any Naval invaſion. This circumſtance was particularly 
favourable to the Danes, whoſe principal object was plunder and robbery, as it gave 
them an opportunity, not only of landing their men, but alſo of having their ſhips in 
readineſs to receive and carry off the ſpoils of the country immediately to Sea. Ac- 
cordingly theſe Pagans by ſome means or other having gotten intelligence of the place, 
came up the river that leads to the Iſle with part of their Fleet, and landed * without 
oppoſition. The appearance of the enemy, who were diſcovered roving about the 
country ſoon after their landing, gave the firſt alarm to the inhabitants. The iſland- 
ers wanted not courage and reſolntion to defend themſelves: on the firſt notice of 
their danger, they collected their forces, and joining with their country-men who had 
fled thither, as to a place of refuge, (among whom were ſeveral Engliſb Noblemen 
and principal perſons of the adjoining counties, } they marched towards the enemy, 
and vigoroufly repulſed them, forcing them to retire to their ſhips, and to quit the 
place. By this means they were reſcued for the preſent from the oppreſſion of the 
enemy; but did not long enjoy that repoſe ; for the Danes now grown more furious 
and exaſperated with the repulſe they had met with, returned not long after with a 
much greater number of ſoldiers, under the conduct of one of their Kings, 3 and 
again landed on the Iſle. The ſucceſs that the Iſlanders had met with in their firſt 
attack, raiſed their ſpirits to a vigorous defenee; but all their efforts were vain and 
ineffectual againſt ſuch unequal numbers; ſo that after a bloody fight, in which they 
loſt abundance of men, they were totally routed, and forced to betake themſelves to 
flight: and the Danes marching directly to the Monaſtery of St. Etheldreda at Ely, 
broke their way into it, and put all the Religious to the ſword, as well the Nuns as 
Monks, and others belonging to it, without any reſpect to age, ſex, or condition; and 
after they had ſtript the Monaſtery of every thing that was valuable, and plundered 


| the Town, they ſet fire to the Church and all the buildings and houſes; and went 


away. loaded with the ſpoils, not only of the Town and Monaſtery of Ey, but like- 
wiſe the chief effects and riches of the country round about, aden * inhabitants of 


thoſe parts had brought with them, ( as to a place of ſecurity. 
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on the te We oy 1 1 ad. es. a mae and ben ee at 
295 e tl Sehan 


bd 15 e ks eee 
whilſt the Fleet was on ha coaſt of Ea Anglia. Lib. Elien. lib. i. cap. 40. The coincidence o 
time and other concomitant circumſtances, render it highly probable, that this King was Hubba; 
who has that title given him by ſeveral ancient writers and particularly by our Author, Nibid. cap. m 
and fo indeed has Hinguar; — but Hinguar was too much engaged in Eaſt- Anglia, where a battle 
was fought about that time near Thetford, between him and King Edmund, in which, neither ſide 
gained the advantage; and Hinguar retiring immediately to Thetford, was foon joined by Hubba 
wi the forces under him, conſiſting of 10, ooo men; [Matth. Weſtm. ad ann. 8 70. likely, returning 
from the Iſle of Ely. It was after this junction of their forces, that theſe two — — [Sax. Chron: ad 
ann. 870,] beſieged K. Edmund at Hegleſdon, [now Hoxne or Hoxon, ] where on the 20th-of = ] 


| he was cruelly murdered by them, being tied to a tree and ſhot at with arrows, and afterwards behead 


The Danes continued all the winter in Eaſt-Anglia, and the ſpring following marched into the 177 
of the Weſt-Saxons hee d . were defeated in ſeveral battles by K. Eth and Alfred his 
3 Iogulphi Hiſt, pag. 24. W. Malmeſb. de Gelt. Pontif. Angl. pag: 239: * 1601. of 
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Selam [now Sobam,) 1 in which the body of Felix firſt Biſhop of. the Eaft- Angles was in- 
terred: * the ruins of which Malmeſbury ſays, were remaining in his time.3 This vil- 
lage is ſituate in that part of Cambridgeſhire formerly belonging to Eaſl-Anglia, on the 
Eaſtern border of the fens without the Je of Ely, where the paſfage into it 'is the 
| ſhorteſt 4 and moſt convenient; — and by the courſe the Danes took, (after leaving 
Peterborough,) paſſing through Hunti ngdon and Cambridge towards Eaft-Anglia; it 18 
eng they made their ſecond deſcent by boats from Soham into the If of Ely. - © 
' DURING the preceding ſummer, whilſt the Danes were making thoſe ravages in 
the Eaſtern parts of Mercia, Burrhed King of Mercia was engaged in defending him- 
ſelf againſt the Britons,5 who had at the ſame time invaded the Weſtern parts of his 
Dominions; and this was the reaſon that the Danes met with little or no oppoſition in 
their paſſage through his Kingdom: but on receiving intelligence of that unexpected 
attack, he haſtened to London, then his capital City; and having collected a very con- 
ſiderable Army, he marched towards them; but came too late; for the Danes had then 
quitted thoſe parts, and got into Eafi-Anglia, Finding therefore the Monaſteries every 
where deſtroyed, and the Monks and Nuns either murdered or diſperſed, he ſeized on 
all the lands and revenues belonging to them; ſome of theſe he kept and annexed to 
his Crown ; others he diſtributed among the ſoldiers of his Army.5 Ingulphus Abbot of 
Crowland, who wrote the Hiſtory of that Abby, informs us of the ſeveral Manors be- 
longing to it, which the King took poffeſſion of at that time, and of thoſe he gave to the 
principal officers of his Army; the like he alſo did at Peterborough, Peykyrk, Bardeney, and | 
other Monaſteries in thoſe parts: and with reſpect to the revenues of the Monaſtery 
at Ely, he ſays, Beorrhedus Rex, — totam Helyenſem Inſulam fiſco ſuo applicavit; * 
The King applied the whole e of Eh to his own proper treaſury.; that is, he took 
it as an Eſcheat, and annexed it to his Crown. We are to underſtand this, not of the 
lands, but of the Juriſdiction ; in the ſame ſenſe as when our Kings formerly granted 
whole Counties; 7 in which Grants, the government of them only, and the profits 
. thence ariſing, are underſtood to be conveyed, and not the very property of the lands. 
The whole Je of El, 48 4 County, Principality, or Earldom, contained 600 Hides of 
land; the Government and Juriſdiction whereof, had been ſettled by St. Etheldreda on 
her Monaſtery; ; but how much land the Church was in poſſeſſion. of within that diſtrict 
or territory, does not appear. However we find the King took into his hands the whole 
revenues of the Monaſtery, which thenceforth became veſted in the Crown ;® and ſo con- 
-tinued till the next Century; when K. Edgar on refounding the Monaſtery, reſtored 


alſo the Juriſdiftion, as will more 7 appear, WAR. we come to that event. 


200 . Tha Hic an WY introitum Inſulæ bs; Ely dickus: elle, ubi 1 noggin: et 
0 dec, uit.“ Lib Elien. MS. lib. i, cap. 6. * Jbid. Hiſt. Rameſiens. cap. 82. Edit. Gale. 
W. Malmeſb. ut fupri, pag. 237. The diſtance from Soham to Ely is about 5 miles, 2 of 
which only are fenny ground; Sunne, an Iſland about 3 miles in circumference,” being ſituate in the 
midſt of the fens between them. Ingulphi Hiſt, pag. 25. Edit. Gale. 5 — © Quaſdam terras 
ſtipendiariis militibus diſtribuit, quaſdam ſibi-confiſcavit,” ſays Ingulphus Hiſt, pag..25-— Probably, 
theſe Milites Stipendiarii, held their lands b 7 much the ſame kind of FOUR, as was afterwards called 
Enigbts- Service. 7 See Selden's Titles of Honour. part ii. ch. 5. . Sicque poſtea per deſti- 
tutionem Regiæ ſorti five fiſco locus addirus erat. Hiſt. Elien. per Gale Edit. Pag-1464, — £ $0689 
1 ad * 0 * enn Regio fiſco ſxviebat.” * Elien. MS, lib. u. cap. 11 
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The Fan of the Church of EL V, till the Refloratian' of the Mono 
by King EDGAR. 
F TER the deſtruction of St. Erbeldreda's Monaſtery at Eh, in the manner be: 
fore related, the Church and all the buildings continued ſome years in ruins, 
and the place deſtitute of divine ſervice. This indeed was the fate of moſt of theſe 
religious houſes in the Kingdom, and particularly i in Northumberland, and Mercia, and 
Eaſt- Anglia, where the Danes had made the greateſt havock and deſtruction among 
them: and whether it proceeded from the dread of an enemy, that had ſhow'd a more 
than ordinary ſpite and malignity againſt theſe houſes of religion ; or from a key 
ing diſlike and impatience of that ſtrict diſcipline obſerved in them; ! — certain it is, 
that about that time the monaſtick way of living fell into general neglect and diſuſe: 
many of the Monaſteries deſtroyed by the Danes were utterly deſerted and never re- 
built; and thoſe which were repaired, ſoon after came into the poſſeſſion of the ſecular 
| Clergy. With reſpect to the Monaſtery at Ely, our Hiſtorian informs us,? that a few 
years after it's deſtruction, eight of the Clerks, who had been plundered, returned to 
the place; and having repaired the Iſles of the Church, as well as the circumſtances 5 
of thoſe calamitous times would permit, they ſet up again the publick worſhip of God 
in it. It is not indeed clear from his account, who theſe Clerks were ; 3, whether they 
had been profeſſed, Monks of the Monaſtery, or whether they were ſecular Clergy of 
the place: neither is it ſaid, by what authority they took poſſeſſion of the Church. 
But Malmęſbury i is a little more particular, and expreſsly ſays, It was by the provident 
care of the King of England and the inhabitants of the place, that theſe Clerks were 
ſettled there to perform the divine offices : 3 this probably refers to King Alfred, who 
a few years after, having expelled the Danes, ſucceeded to the Kingdom of Mercia, 
and united it to his other dominions;+ and by that means alſo Fe into poſſeſſion 
of the Principality of the e of Ely, which had been annexed az Crown by 
Burrhed the late King. This Society or College of Seculars, . Clergymen 
who were generally married, and lived in the Monaſtery d with their Wives and Children, | 
in a Collegiate way, under the government of one that was their Chief or Head, and 
is called by our Author an Arch-Prieſt or Preſident. What the original endowment 
of this Society was, does not appear; —probably their chief ſubſiſtence was from the 
Offerings and Oblations of the people, and other cuſtomary dues of the Clergy ; and 
perhaps they might have had ſome of the lands adjoining to the Monaſtery; though | 
afterwards, by the grant of ſucceeding Benefactors, they appear to have had other poſſeſ- 
ſions. King Edredin the year 955, gave them Stapilfard, s and part of a Wood at Berdfield 
conſiſting of 3 Hides of land, and a Mill at Dernferd, with ſome large paſtures adjoin- 
ing. Wolflan of Delbam, about the ſame time, gave them Stuntney, 7 and a Fiſhery be- 
| longing to ĩt: —and one Ogga of Mildenhall, one Hide of land at Cambridge.® 8 Theſe are 
all the lands that are expreſsly mentioned to have been given to this Society or College 
of ſecular Clergy ; ; who continued there i in ſucceſſion, till the reign of King Edgar. . 


1 Aſſer. de berg Alfredi. „Lib. Elien. MS. l. i. c. 41. 5 W. Malmeſb. de Geſt. Pontif. p. 293. 
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he n of the Monaſtery at ELY by King EDGAR. 


HE monaſtick way of living having been introduced into this Kingdom, on 
the firſt Converſion of the Saxons to Chriſtianity; ſeveral Monaſteries were 
erefted i in the Southern parts by. Auguſtin and his companions ; and in the Northern 
parts, about the ſame time, by the Scorch and Iriſb Monks; and as Chriſtianity gained 
ground, ſo theſe kinds of inſtitution kept equal pace with it, till the Danes firſt in- 
vaded the Kingdom. The confuſion that theſe Pagans occaſioned in the ſtate, ſoon 
put a ſtop to the further progreſs of ſuch religious ſocieties; and the havock and de- 
ſtruction they afterwards made of their houſes, together with the ſlaughter of the in- 
habitants, had at length ſo reduced their number, that when King Edgar came to the 
' throne, there were few of them remaining; by far the greateſt part of them lay in 
ruins, and their revenues were either diſperſed, or in poſſeſſion of the ſecular Clergy. 
Edgar ſucceeded to the Imperial Crown of all England, in 959 ;* the Kingdom was 
ns under one Head, and in a more peaceable and flouriſhing ſtate, than it had been 
for above two Centuries paſt: the foreign Danes were quiet, and awed by thoſe nu- 
merous ſhips of war that had been raiſing from King Afreds time, (who firſt begun 
to increaſe the naval ſtrength of this Kin gdom,) made no more attempts to invade 
the coaſts; and thoſe Danes that had ſettled in Northumberland, Eaft- Anglia, &c. ſub- 
mitting to his government, were permitted to live quietly in their habitations. 
Dunſtan Biſhop of London and Worceſter, was promoted by the King, in the firſt 
year of his reign, to the See of Canterbury: he was the King's chief Miniſter, and in 
high favour with him; * and having been educated a Monk, was zealous for advanc- 
ing that kind of life, and reſtoring it to it's former ſplendor : - 2 to this end, he uſed 
his intereſt with the King in promoting thoſe of his own order in the Church ; and 
at his recommendation, Oſwald who had been a Monk in the RTE of Fleury in 
. France, ſucceeded him in the Biſhoprick of Worcefter ; 3 and Etbelwold another Monk 
and Abbot of Abingdon in Berkſhire, was advanced to the See of Winchefter 4 It was 
chiefly owing to the influence theſe three Prelates had with the King, that 1 inquiry N 
was made into the ſtate of the Monaſteries deſtroyed by the Danes, and a reſolution 
taken to reſtore them: he gave them a Commiſſion in particular to remove the Secu- 
lars that had got poſſeſſion. of ſeveral Monaſteries in Mercia, and to place Monks in 
their room: 5 and afterwards enlarged that Commiſſion, which was directed to all the 
Biſhops throughout England, to do the like in their Cathedrals and the larger Mo- 
naſteries. s, In conſequence of this order, Ofwald firſt ejected the ſecular Canons from 
his own Cathedral of Warcefter, and Ethehwold from Vi nchefter 5 many old Monaſteries 0 
were repaired, and the lands and revenues formerly belo nging to them, were reſtored 
by the King's authority; and ſeveral new ones erected in many parts of the Kingdom. 
In the old Engi Monaſteries every Founder, Abbot, or chief Governor had for- 
merly given Rules and Orders for the government of their reſpective Houſes, as they N 
* 0. z ſo chat there were Aol as e und Wien and Rules for the 
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Monks, #8 there were religious Societies i in the Kingdom. A reformation i in thiat re- 
ſpect was judged expedient ; and therefore new regulations were now begun. The 
Benediftine Rule was held in greateſt eſteem by theſe Reformers; and that Rule, as 
taught and profeſſed in the Monaſtery of Fleury in France, had been procured by 
lhe when he was Abbot of Aingdon, who had ſent over one of his Monks for 
1 and the King had given him the Manor of Sudburn in Suffolk, on condition of his 
be N it out of Latin into Engliſh.* — This Rule was made the baſis of thoſe 
Regulations; and a Coniftitution eſtabliſhed in a Synod held at e 2 con- 
firmed by the King, which alt Monaſteries were enjoined to obferve.3 - 
_ - THERE were about this time two Foreigners of diſtinction at Court, Sigedwell a 
. | | Biſhop and Native of Greece, and 7 Burſtan a Nobleman of Daniſh extraction, who had 
ſome expectations from the King. It happened that they were competitors for one 
and the ſame thing; being each of them deſirous of obtaining a Grant of the Princi- 
pality of the J/e Eh, then in the King's hands; and had ſeverally preſented their 
petitions on that head; with a view to the ſecular profits of the place. During this 
conteſt, Wol/zan of 1 Delhar : a Privy- Counſellor, and Sheriff of the County of Cambridge; 3 
who had the cuſtody of the Iſle under the Kin g, thought proper to interpoſe ; and repre- 
ſented to the King the inexpediency of making ſuch a Grant: and gave him an account 
of the circumſtances of the place; the once flouriſhing ſtate of the Monaſtery founded 
there by St. Echeldreda, and the preſent condition of the Church, that belonged to it; 
he alſo informed him of the Body of St. Erheldreda and other holy relicks ſtill remain- 
ing in the Church; with other particulars relating to the Hiſtory of it. W hereupon 
the King laid afide the thoughts of making any grant, to Sigedwold or 7 burſtan; and 
| ſending for Ethehoold Bp. of Wincheſter, told him he intended to reſtore the Monaſtery, 
2 and to ſettle a Convent of Monks there, to perform divine Service i in the Church, 90 
to preſerve the holy Relicks; and would take upon himſelf the ch of providin 
lands and revenues ſufficient for their maintenance and ſupport ; = jy defired his 
advice and aſſiſtance in bringing his delign to effect; and fo left! 1. 0 PO | to conduct 
the whole, as he ſhould judge proper. he 
Tux Biſhop readily embracing the oaths, * TORT the mariagement of the 
gn. and according to his inſtructions, immediately ſet about it: and having pro- 
_ "vided a number of Monks, gave orders for repairing the Church, and other buildings 
ä 1 Monaſtery, and erecting ſeveral new offices for their habitation. — On his re- 
turn, he agreed with the King, for the ſurrender of the whole dj rid of the Ji, of Eh, by 
way of purchaſe and exchange, for the uſe of the intended Monaſtery ; who gave him 
2 „ „ Royal Charter; by which it appears, that the King, in conſideration of 60 Hides 
—_ 2 --- 3 of land, Tool. of Money paid down; and 1 Crucifix of Gold given him; and of the 
1 Biſhops having undertaken to provide a number of Monks to ſupply. the ancient 
-  . Monaſtery of St. Erhelareda; —did ſurrender the hole aftrid g 
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if the two Hundreds withis the Iſle, and five Hundreds 1 in Wichlaw within the pro- 


the Fines and Yorkiturds for tranſgreſſion of the Laws in all ſecular Cauſes, in all 
the Lands and Manor that do now belong to the Monaſtery, or that ſhall hereafter 
belong to it, either by purchaſe, gift, or other lawful acquiſition ; alſo the fourth part 


the maintenance and ſupport of the Monks, and to ſupply them with neceſſary food 
ever ſince that time hath been the ground of that- temporal power given to the 


originally been given to the Church and Monaſtery of Ely, by St. Erheldreda ; but on 
the deſtruction of that Monaſtery by the Danes, was reſumed by the Crown, and after 
100 years reſtored again to the Church by King Edgar. The Charter is dated at the 


the 13th of the King 8 Reign; not privately and in a corner, but in the moſt pub- 
lick manner, and under the Canopy of heaven, (as the Charter expreſſes it,) in the 
preſence of the King, the Queen, and all the Biſhops and Great Men of the King- 


and for the greater evidence and notoriety of it, it was alſo written and ! in 
5 the Saxon tongue, that it might be read and underſtood of all.“. 
War number of Monks this Society at firſt conſiſted of, does not appear; but 


before the King gave his Charter. As for the Secular Clergy, who were in poſſeſſion 
of the Church before; ſuch of them as choſe to take the habit and conform to the 
Rule, were N to continue there, 5 and the reſt were diſmiſſed. 
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the firſt Abbot of Eh, and received Benediction accordin gly. from the hands of 


about repairing all the buildings of the Monaſtery, and erected ſeyeral new offices 7 
* py e ation of A. Monks. And e being 8 ſupplied by the mu- 


2, Theſe are rhe H 8 af Plomeſyate, Wilford, Thridling, Curleford, Colnes, and Loes in 
Sulfate now called St. Etheldreda's Liberties... '* gnanginbpucge, as in the Saxon tranſlation annex- 
& to the Charter. Seg pag. 60. note 4. 3 Perhaps Fulmere near Winder. 4 Ix * 
. 1 TORTS; *. N '$ Ibid, cap. ory” 7 Ibid,” 
Re 


wince of the Eaft-Angles; with the power and authority of Trying all Cauſes; alſo 


of the profits of the County of Grantaceafter [Cambridge ;] 2 and alſo the villages of 
Meldeburn, Earmingaford and Nerthwold; and 10,000 Eles part of the royal revenues, 
due from the village of Wyllan : — for the endowment of the M onaſtery at Ely, for 
and clothing. — This is the ſubſtance of King Edgars Charter; which 1 1s now, and 


Church of Ely, and at this day veſted -in the Biſhop ; ; though it is certain it had 


Royal Village of N. Janere, z in the year of our Lord 970, the 1 zth of Indiction, and 
dom, then and there aſſembled, whoſe Names are ſabſcribed thereunts, - as uſual ;— 


the Biſhop having, by virtue of -a former Commiſſion of the King, taken poſſeſſion 
of the Site of the Monaſtery; the Monks were introduced, and the Abbot appointed, 


x 1 RITH NOTH, Prior 50 the Church of Windhefter, 5 was by the King appointed 


Dunſtan A B 3p. of Canterbury, and Ethehwold Biſhop of V incheſter. Hei 1s. commended 
for his great temperance and. ſobriety, and his diligence in promoting the ſpiritual 
| welfare, together with the ſecular advantages of his Abby.“ He ſpared no pains in 
| keeping. up exact diſcipline, among the Monks; and at his firſt coming hither, ſet 


nificence 


and fealting, which continued ſeven 


templum rurſus ædificatum, non minus nen aut eminens quam pridis a 
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n of Py King, with the aſſiſtance of the Biſhop of Wincheſter, he ** him - 
ſelf with great zeal to perfect again the Church that had formerly been ruined by 
the Danes: thoſe parts of it that were ſo much decayed by time as to have fallen 
down, he rebuilt; and by conſtant application, and much labour and expenſe, he 
finiſhed all the ſtone- Work, in leſs time than could well have been expected; and after- 
wards completing the Roof, which had been quite deſtroyed by the fire, the Church 
was ſo throughly repaired in all parts, that it appeared on the whole no leſs ſplendid 


and elegant than when it was firſt built. As ſoon as the Church was finiſhed, Dunſtan, 


A. Bp. of Canterbury, was intreated by the Biſhop of Wincbeſter and Abbot of Ely to 
perform the rites of Dedication: the time fixed was the Day after the Purification of 


the bleſſed Virgin Mary: On which day the Archbiſhop being come, and attended by 


many of the Biſhops and Paſtors of Churches, the Solemnity began with bleſſing all 


the Offices of the Monaſtery : then an account in writing of the place, and- bene- 
factions beſtowed on it by the Faithful, and alſo the Foundation Charter contain- 
ing the poſſeſſions, privileges and immunities granted to it by King Edgar, being 
produced and publickly read; they confirmed them all, as well by their own, as the 


King's authority. Next they proceeded to the Dedication of the Church, the Eaſt- 


end of 'which they dedicated to St. Peter, and the South-ſide of it to the honour of 


the bleſſed Virgin Mary; celebrating the joyful Day in praiſing God with Hymns and 


Confeſſions, according to the rites uſed at the Dedication of Solomon s Temple; and 


dir, Service being ended, they returned to ſpend the reſt of the Day in gladneſs 
s and We every one departed to his own 
home, It is remarked by our Auth r, as this occaſion. of repairing the Church, 
that the Body of St. Erbeldreda had lain all the time, from: her firſt-trafilation, in her 
Marble Coffin near the High Altar, juſt where St. Sexburga her Siſter had placed it; 
and there it was ordered to remain unremoved; no one preſuming to open the 
Coffin to inſpect the body, in reverence to her, being forewarned of ſuch dangerous 
preſumption, by ſeveral e, recorded. 1 in ler ſy" of thoſe who! ae) at wy f 
time attempted it. a» 

THE Endowment the King had Fas to as batch 57 5 fon in Charter, | 
was only part of his benefactions to it; he intended a further proviſion afterwards; 


and according to his promiſe to allow the Monks a liberal maintenance, alſo to enable 


them to carry on their buildings, and for their other neceſſary occaſions. He gave 
| them the large and extenſive Manor of Herfeld,3 ¶ Hatfield in Hertfordſhire] abounding 
In FO. and eſtimated. at x1 Hides of land; nd the © legs of Fe * | 


x „Lb. Elien. Ms. libii li. kap. . OLE LAs deinde + tel x par a jene . conſumpta ; 
apparuit.” Ibid. —By our 
Author's account, it is probable the chief damage done to the Church by the Danes, was in the Roof, 


which was burnt down: the outward walls on hy — 4 Daft to be repaired, or nod to be rebuilt; but it is 
likely the Stone-work, Pillars, and Arches of the Nave had received little damage from the fire, being . 


built very ſtrong and firm, and fo remain to this time. See Plate IV. — A more particular account 


of theſe remains will be given afterwards; when we come to a Survey of them, and the Fabric of 
the preſent Cathedral Chutch. 3 By a ſurvey of this Manor taken in the time of Hugh Norwold 


% Bp. of Ely, temp. Henr. 3. it contained 2260 Acres of Land, in —__ 3 Wesen of 
Which 1200 were the wats Dem m 
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Derebam, ] in Norfolk, with all it's e He alſo encouraged the Biſhop and 
Abbot to make large. purchaſes of lands and manors in the Iſle and adjacent Counties; 
and probably ſupplied them in a great meaſure with the means to do it; as ſeems to 


were given to the Church of Ely within a few years after it's re-eſtabliſhment by King 
Edgar, cannot now be eſtimated with any great exactneſs; yet it may not be im- 
proper to mention ſome of the particulars, by which a judgment may be formed of 
the ſtate of it at that time, and it's gradual advancement, by further purchaſes and 
large benefactions of many pious and devout perſons; till at length it became, ſome 
nie time before the Conqueſt, one of the richeſt Abbies in the Kingdom. 

THE principal Eſtates purchaſed by the Biſhop of Vincheſter and Abbot Brithnoth 
within the Iſle of Eh, for the further endowment of the Abby, were theſe: Lindune, 3 
with it's appendants of Hille, and Hederham, [now Hadenbum, ] eſtimated at 10 Hides 
of land; — 5 Hides in Wilbertune; — 9 Hides, 24 acres of land, and 2 Fiſheries, in 


place; — Zoo acres, and other parcels of ground in Vichford and Valde; + One 
Mus and his Wife, and their Son Alfus, gave to God and St. Etheldreda, 3 Hides of 
land in Suttune ;— 1 Hide, 6 acres of land, 1 Fiſhery let annually for the rent of 1000 
Eles, and a moiety of a Mere called Weremere, and all the Fens belonging to it, in 
Dudington and Wimilington, &c. — All the eſtates procured and purchaſed within the 
Iſle of Eh, in the time of Abbot Br:i#hnoth, conſiſted of 60 Hides of land. Without 
the Ile, the following Eſtates and Manors were gained to the Abby: — 1 well-built 
Farm and 100 acres of land, and a Fiſhesy at Cambridge; the Manor of Hauleſton and 
| Neweton, containing 7 Hides and an half of land; — the Manor of Suafham ; — the 


have occaſion to mention afterwards,) gave to the Abby 2 Hides of land in Horningeſea; 
— the Lady: Alfireda gave to St. Etbeldreda 5 Hides in Holand in Eſſex, which the 
Abbot ſoon after exchanged with the Church of St. Paul's London, for 4 Hides and 
an half at Middleton or Milton, near Cambridge; and the Abbot of Ely procured alſo 2 
Hides more in the ſame village. In Suffoll, the Biſhop gave to the Monks the Manor 
of Sudbyrn, which King Edgar had granted him for tranſlating the Rule of St. Bene- 
dict into the Saxon or Engliſh: tongue; and procured for them of the King, 10 Hides 
of land, and 2 Mills in Stoke near Ipſwich; — there were alſo purchaſed 5 Hides in 
Brandune and Liveremirez'1 Hide i in Chippenham; 3 Hides at Woodbridge ;-and 2 Hides 
A 1955 1 . th eſe 1 in Suffolk; — - the Manor of rH e in the ee of Ade 

: and 


* The Hundred of Midford' in Aid this village i is baute, came 8 of the Church of 
Ely at this time; but whether as an appendage to this Manor, or by ſome other. ant, I cannot ſay. 
2 De Geſt. Ponrif.” Angl. pag. 244. The name of Lindune, where was formerly the principal ſite 
of the Ton, is hardly known but by a part of it ſtill ealled Lindune-End ; 180 Hadenham formerly 
| porn an appenda it, has ſo far gained the aſcendant, that the village i is hardly known by any 
Other name: 18: Hille L ſtill in being, * conſiſts of only a few ſcattered houſes, called Hill-Row. 

Walde might probably have been a Hamlet at that time; but is only known at this day, by ſome 
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be intimated by Maimeſbury.* Though the value and quantity of thoſe Eſtates that 


Stretbam; — 6 Hides in Dunham, beſides 2 Hides given them by one Siverth of that 


zd part of a Wood at Dullingham Duke Brithnoth, a great friend to the Monks in 
general, and particularly to the Church of Ely, (whoſe large benefactions to it, we ſhall 


arable 1 Paſtüte lands near Wichford called the Wold: And Wichford was a more e — 


76 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OFC 
— and Berk i in Hertfordſbire. To theſe may be added the Priory of Eynulveſtury or 
Eynſbury in Huntingdonſbire, a Cell * belonging to the Abby of Eh. There had formerly 
been a Monaſtery there, of which St. Neat is ſaid to have been Founder; but that hav- 
ing been deſtroyed by the Danes, Ethelwold Bp. of Vincbeſter reſtored it, among other 
religious Houſes, at the inſtance of one Lehfric and his Wife Leofleda, and made it 
ſubordinate to the Abby of Ely.* It was endowed with 2 Hides of land in the ſaid 
village, 6 Hides at Werefly, and 9 at Gamlingay. The above particulars may ſu ihce 
for a general account. of the Endowment of the Church of Eh, ſoon after it's re-eſta- 
| bliſhment by King Edgar ; which cannot now be reduced to any great exactneſs. 
THERE was an affair that engaged the attention both of the Biſhop and Abbot at 
this time, and which was thought a matter of great importance. It was no ſmall part 
of the religion of that age, eſpecially with the Monks, to pay great veneration to the 
Bodies and Relicks of Saints and Confeſſors, and other holy perſons deceaſed; imagin- 
ing them to add a kind of ſanctity to the places where they were interred, or their 
remains depoſited: This opinion gave frequent occaſion to the founding of Churches, 
and forming religious Societies on purpoſe to attend on them, and to take care to 
preſerve them with due reyerence and honour ; and often was the motive for removing 
and tranſlating ſuch Relicks to religious houſes that were already founded, for the 
fame reaſon ; and an acquiſition of that kind was thought deſerving of regard. — The 
King had lately conferred on the Abby of Ely the village of Derham with all it's ap- 
pendages, where the body of the Virgin St, Withburga was preſerved in the Church 
by the people of the place. — St. Withburga 3 was Siſter of St. Eheldreda, and the 
youngeſt Daughter of Anna King of the Eo/t-Angles; in her infancy ſhe, was ſent to 
- nurſe at a village belonging to the King her Father called Haltam, where ſhe lived ſome 
years; the place was ſometime called Jichburgfowe,4 and a Church built in memory 
of her. On the death of her Father, A. D. 654.5 ſhe removed to Den m another vil- 
lage in the ſame County, about 20 miles diſtant; where affecting a "retired and religi- 
ous life, the founded a Monaſtery of Nuns, over which ſhe, preſided a conſiderable 
time; how long, is not mentioned; only that when ſhe died, ſhe was buried therein 
the Church- yard 32 6 and after ſeveral years, her body being found, it is ſaid, entire and 
t without corruption, was removed into the Church; where it was preſerved with great 
care by: the people of the place, and continued there to the time of King Edgar, who 
annexed the village and all it's appendants, to the Abby of Ely.—The Bp. of Wincheſter 
and our Abbot were very deſirous of getting poſſeſſion of her body, in order to tranſ- 
late it to Ey; and had: obtained the King's licence for that purpoſe: they thought 
A adviſable. ander to . ms anon as it was. Sb mat the inhab itants of 
"Ny the 18 


9 „Lib. Elen. MS. lib. i li. cap. 1 3 This Priory. 8 to ms. A Call to the Abby of Ely, 
till it was violently taken away by Earl Gilbert of Clare, in the time of the lege of the Iſl of Ely 
by William the Conqueror; the Ely Monks were then expelled; and foon after other Monks intro- 
duced from Bec in Normandy. Ibid... 3 Lib. Elien. MS. lib. ii. cap. 53.—Monaſt. Angl. Vol. ii. 
pag. 853.4 This Village however has ſince recovered it's ancient name of Holkam; 3 9 38 I find 
the Church there is dedicated to St. Withburga. See Ecton's Theſaur. Ato, pag. agg. 5 Lib. Elien. 
MIS. lib. i. c. 2. The memory of this Virgin Saint is preſerved there x icularly bya famous Well, 
Phich is ſaid to have ſprung up in the very place where ſhe was at fir buried and may be ſeen at 
this day; it Was * called St. Winne $ We but! is now cm ar called 3 Wurd. 
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the place would not eaſily part with ſo valuable a treaſure without reſiſtance, if their” 
deſign ſhould have been publickly known ; and therefore it was concluded, to carry 
their deſign into execution with as much ſecrecy as the circumſtances of ſuch an affair 
would admit. — On the day appointed, the Abbot and ſome of the moſt active and 
prudent of the Monks, attended by the ſervants of the Abby all well-armed, ſet out 
on their journey ; and on their arrival at Derham were received by the inhabitants 
with great reſpect, who imagined they were come thither only to take poſſeſſion of 
the place; ; without ſuſpecting any further deſign. The Abbot on this occaſion held a 

Court for the adminiſtration of juſtice in the uſual manner; and afterwards invited 
tae people to a feaſt ; having before-hand concerted meaſures for the carrying on his 
deſign. At the time fixed, the Abbot-and the Monks took occaſion to withdraw from 
the company in the hall; and immediately repaired to the Church, under colour of 
performing their regular devotions, but in reality to prepare matters for carrying their 
plan into execution. Night coming on, the company in the hall having ſpent the 
day in feaſting, retired by degrees, every one to his reſt; whilſt the Monks were em 
ploying themſelves in the Church, in forcing open the tomb and inſpecting the body 
of St. Withburga, which having carefully viewed, i they cloſed up the Coffin, and got 
every thing! in readineſs for carrying it off. About the middle of the Night, taking the 
Coffin in which the body of the Saint was incloſed on their ſhoulders, they conveyed 
it to a carriage that was provided for that purpoſe, the ſervants of the Abbot being 
placed as guards round about the carriage to defend it: and in this order they ſet for- 
ward towards Brandon, a village about 20 miles diſtant, where there is a ſmall navigable 
river leading towards the Je of Ely; and on their arrival there, they found fome boats 


that were waiting for them, and immediately embarked with their treaſure, and ſet ſail. 


— In the mean time the inhabitants of Derham having diſcovered that the Body of 
St. Withburga was carried off by the Monks, the alarm was given, and the Towns 
men came flocking together; all agreed to purſue them, and, if poſſible, to recover 
the prey: ſo arming themſelves with whatever they could readily meet with, they 
made the beſt of their way to Brandon; but were too late; for the Monks were gone 
off, and had proceeded a conſiderably way down the river: however, dividing them- 
ſelves into two companies, each party taking a different fide of the river, they march- 
ed forward, and at length overtook them; but, not being provided with boats, could 
not come at them: ſo that after ſpending ſome time in vain threats and reproaches, 
till they were tired, and findin 8 it to no purpoſe, they were forced to give over the 
purſuit, a and return home again; leaving the Monks to continue the reſt of their 
voyage without any further moleſtation. They landed ſafely the ſame day at a place 
called Tidbrithſere,* where they were received with great joy and triumph by all ſorts 


olf people, who came thither with the Monks and Clergy to meet them; and the Body 


of St. Withburga being put into an herſe, was thence conveyed by land to El, and with. 
Wen, . ng linging 1 8 8 to . was . in 1 the Church next to St. 
_ Ethel- 


iN Her body! is ſaid to 7 RR been found at this time. quite 8 * a from all ſigns of co. 
erden . ws lib. ii. . _> Now. n ee ae a Mile er the. Church. * 
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_ Evbeldreda, St. 1 and St. Ermenilda. — This memorable Tranſlation. of st. 
Withburga's Body from Derham to E9, was on the 8th of the Ides of July," 1 in the 


year of our Lord 974. 
THE Monks of Ely were now in A of the Radic of four telebanted Saints, 


Etheldreda, Sexburga, Ermenilda, and V. ithburga; each of them enſhrined in ſeparate 
tombs, and orderly placed at the Eaſt-end of the Church; and as the Abbot had a 
great veneration for them, and loyed ſplendor and magnificence in the houſe. of God, 
he cauſed the Images ? of theſe Saints to be made of ſilver, and adorned with gold 
and precious ſtones, and to be ſet up, two on the right hand, and two on the left, 
near the great Altar. The Biſhop of #inche/ter 3 alſo gave ſeveral coſtly ornaments 
and coverings for the Altar, beſides a great quantity of gold and filver plate, and fur- 
niſhed the Choir with rich Copes, one of them in particular adorned with a deep gold 
fringe for the Precentor, to be uſed on the principal Feſtivals, and other ſolemn occa- 
Gons. And the King, among other things, gave variety of rich veſtments for the uſe 
of the Monks at divine ſervice, and his own royal robe of purple embroidered with 
gold ;+ to theſe gifts, he added moreover ſome Relicks of Saints, out of his own Chapel, 
for the greater ſanCtification of the place; and as an additional mark. of his favour, 
and i in further confirmation of the Liberties of the Church, he reſtored. the Crucifix 
of gold, that the Biſhop had given him in part of the purchaſe of the e of Ely, 
which, together with a Book of the Four Goſpels chi ornarpented, he freely offered 
on the Altar of St. Etheldreda.  _ 
THE Abbot after his promotion. to. that pg attended with, great aſſiduity and 
gpplication all the affairs of the Abby; without an aſſiſtant; and this he continued to 
do for ſome time: but multiplicity of buſineſs both at home and abroad, made it at 
length neceſſary for him to have a coadjutor.* Leo one of his Monks, with the con- 
ſent and approbation of the reſt of the brethren, was appointed t 1 eharge; 7 
which he executed with great commendation ; ; for he was very. dilige Land, induſtri- 
ous, and always ſtudied the general good of the Society. One of his undertakings i in 
particular, that contributed greatly to the eaſe and ſecurity of the Church, in the 
poſſeſſion of their Liberties and Immunities, was the ſettling the limits and bounda- 
Tries of the J/e of Ely; which till that time had not been ſo clearly defined, but that 
diſputes had ariſen about them, to the great diſquiet and detriment of the Monks. 
In order to accompliſh this deſign, Leo procured a meeting of the principal inhabi- 
tants of the Ve, and of the adjoining Counties, in which the boundaries of the e, 
and poſſeſſions of the Church were diſcuſſed, and ſettled. to the ſatisfaction of all par- 
ties; and were afterwards: confirmed by the authority of. King Edgar: : And when theſe 
limits'were meaſured; and marked out, he cauſed a deep ditch to be made in the midſt 
0 thoſe nen aud mad fens, for the boundary of the Ne * one fide, which 
Was 


ä : The ach cy 1 * _ ot 5 Tranſlation to. Ely ; er. the as ” March, 2 day * her 
deceaſe, were obſerved as hig h Feſtivals in the Church 9 Ely. Lib. Elien. MS. lib. ii. cap. 6. 
S Ibid. cap. 3. Lib. Ellen. MS. lib. ii. cap. 50. 5 Ibid. cap. 4. Ibid. cap. 54. Hence 
it ſhould ſeem, that the office of Prior, (who was in and the Abbot's Subſtitute, and had the chief 
care of the Houſe next to the Abbot, and rnd is 325 r was not FN fa ſettled * 
' eſtabliſhed in our Abbies. 
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was called Abbot's-delf, * and afterwards Biſhop's-delf, to remain a ſtanding evidence 
and memorial of it to future ages.* And theſe, ſays my Author, are the limits of 
the Je of Ely, viz. from Cotingelade to Littleporte, or to Abbot's-delf, 7 miles in 
length; —and from Chirchewere to Stretham-mere, 4 miles in breadth : — but 
© the boundaries of the two Hundreds that of angient time belonged to Eh, are 
«known to be of greater extent, viz.. from the middle of the Bridge at Tyd, to 

© Upwere; and from Brſhop's-deff,. to the River near Burgh [ Peterborough] called the 
Nen. To make this deſcription'more clear, it is proper to obſerve, . that the e of 
Ely, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is that large tract of high-ground encompaſſed with fens, that 
were formerly overflowed with water, of which Ely is the principal place, and gives 


name to the whole; in which are included alſo the villages of Stretham and Thetford, 


Wilburton,. Hadenham, Sutton,. Mepal, Witcham, Wentworth, Witchford, Dounham, and 
Cheti/ham, —making collectively but one Ifland ; — Littleport, Coveney, and Stuntney, 
though ſometimes reckoned part of it, were in their original ſtate, disjoined by ſinall 
intervals of ſuch fenny ground, and therefore were diſtin& Iſlands of themſelves ; — 
this is that tract of ground, which in the above deſcription is ſaid to be 7 miles in 
length, and 4 in breadth: — But the two Hundreds belonging to the Ve, extend from 
the Bridge at Bad on the North, to Upwere on the South, 28 miles in length; — and 
from Abbot's-delf on the Eaſt, to the river Nen near Peterborough on the Weſt, 25 
miles in breadth; — this whole diſtrict, in which are included, (beſides the Je of Ely 
properly fo- called) ſeveral conſiderable towns and villages, as Wiſbech, Whittleſey, 
Dodington, March, ' Leverington, Newton, Chatteris, &c. is now callet the Ie of as 
| ard! is as a County Palatirie, ſubject to the Biſhop of Ely. 
ANOTHER memorable work of Leb, that is recorded to his i was the im- 
provement he made in the ground belonging to the Abby nearly adjoining to the 
Church, which he laid out into gardens and orchards in a very elegant taſte, and 
planted them with cee of the choiceſt fruit- trees, in ſuch regular and beautiful 
order, as eontributed not a little to the ornament of the place, as well as to the profit 
of the Society; for he was always doing ſomething for the common good of them 
all; and left behind him a memorial, that kept up his name ſeveral ages after he 
was dead; which was an extraordinary and curious crucifix of ſilver, called by his 
name, Prior Leo's Crucifix;+ on which the image of our Lord was ae . ſo 
contrived as to contain the relicks of St. Vedaſtus and St. Amandus. af 
Bur to return to our Abbot: Britbnorb; after he had governed this Abby about. 
wy years, and ſeen*it in a flouriſhing and proſperous ſtate, and daily advancing to greater 
degrees of honour and riches; hewas ſuddenly taken away by an untimely death, and 
died 4 Martyr by the hands of Eifrida Queen Dowager of King Euagur, who had 
alſo: murdered her 'Son-in-law King Edward, to make way for her own Son Erhelre: 
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Delf-brjdge:(rebuilr of brick by the Dean and Chapter of Ely, laſt. Summer, 1965.) is the utmoſt 

8 the Ille of Ely on that fide, and is without doubt, the ſame that was formerly called 
Abbots-delf. 2 Lib. Ein: MS. lib. ii. cap. 34. bid. Crux Leonis Preepoſiti.” * 
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is to the followin g effect; In the year of our Lord 987, the Abbot had occa- 
fion to attend the Court of King Ethelred on ſome buſineſs relatin g to the Church; 
and in his journey thither, on this ſide Geldedune, going through a wood called 
the New Foreſt, he happened to turn out of the common road; and there he 
diſcovered the Queen under a tree, employed in acts of Sorcery.“ Struck with 
horror at the ſight, he turned away, and continued his journey; ; though not with- 
out having been perceived by the Queen. On his arrival at the Court, he was 
| honourably received by King Etbelred; and having finiſhed his buſineſs, was pre- 
paring to return: but thought he could not decently leave the Court, without waiting 
on the Queen-Mother, however he deteſted her wicked ant abandoned life. It hap- 
pened that the Queen was quite alone, when ſhe received notice of the Abbot's com- 
ing, and gave orders that he ſhould be admitted, but without any of his attendants, 
as ſhe had occaſion to conſult him on her ſpiritual affairs. On the Abbot's entering 
the room, the Queen accoſted him in an immodeſt manner, utterly unbecoming her 
character, and with fair ſpeeches and enticing words endeavoured to induce him to a 
criminal familiarity with her, as fearing. he might ſome time or other diſcover the 
wickedneſs he had ſeen. The Abbot abhorring her wicked attempts, with juſt indig- 
nation rejected her offers, and with great freedom took the occaſion of reproving her, 
for her infamous and abandoned life. This honeſt and inflexible behaviour of the 
Abbot, ſoon raiſed the indignation and rage of the Queen, who calling in her ſervants, 
ordered him inſtantly to be ſlain, reſolving he ſhould not live who might one day appear 
a witneſs of her crimes; and ſhe contrived to deſtroy him in ſuch a manner, that no 
hurt or wound might appear on his body; directing them to heat ſmall ſharp- pointed 
irons in the fire, and thruſt them into his body, under his arm-pits. Her orders were 
executed without delay: and as ſoon as he was dead, they all eriec out, as if ſome 
ſudden and unexpected misfortune had happened to them. On whic the ſervants of 
the Abbot and the Monks that attended him came running in, and being told to their 
grief, that he had died ſuddenly; they, with great ſorrow and lamentations, prepared 
to return home; and laying the body on a carriage, conveyed it to the Church at'Z/y, 
where it was committed to the grave, without their having perceived any wounds or 
marks of violence on it. — Thus died Brithnoth- the firſt Abbot of Eh, a Martyr, 
chooſing rather to fall by the hands of violence, than to tranſzreſ the laws of God. 
None of his attendants preſumed to caſt the leaſt reflection on the Queen or had any 
ſuſpicion of her guilt: and this dark affair might have been Need with him, and for 
ever have been concealed from the knowledge of the world; had not the Queen her- 
ſelf diſcloſed it: for in the latter part of her life, ſhe was brought to a deep ſenſe of 
her crimes, and repentance. of her deteſtable manner of living; and in particular 
openly confeſſed the murder of her Son- in M King Edward, in order to raiſe her own 
Son Etbelred to the throne; to expiate which murder ſhe founded the Nunnery of er- 
uell in Hampſbire; whither ſhe retired, to ſpend the remainder of her days in penance: 
and there with great contrition and ſorrow of heart, confeſſed, among her other wicked 
deeds, the cruel murder of Brithnoth Abbot of Ely, in the manner before Feld. 
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of won 45) bag ELSIN, Abbot I. 


N. the death of Brithnoth the firſt Abbot of Eb, King Ethelred appointed ELSIN 
or EL $I to ſucceed him, . who received benediction accordingly from the hands of 
Ethelwold Biſhop of Wincheſter. He was of a Noble family, and much in favour with the 
King, which he took care to improve to the benefit and advantage of the Abby. 

THE Danes and Norwegians begun again about this time to infeſt the coaſts ; they | 
landed in various parts of the Kingdom, and carried on their depredations many 
years together, as they had formerly done, and with greater ſucceſs. The weak efforts 
that were made to ſtop their progreſs at firſt, and the wrong meaſures taken after- 
wards to get rid of them, in endeavouring to purchaſe a peace at the expence of vaſt 
ſums of money, had a moſt pernicious effect, and only ſerved to encourage them to 
purſue their deſigns; till at length they reduced the Kingdom under their dominion. 
— But notwithſtanding the unſettled ſtate of the Nation, the Church of Ely ſeems to 
have been in a flouriſhing condition, and was continually increaſing in wealth and 
riches ; ; as appears by the ſeveral Eſtates given to it by pious and well-diſpoſed per- 
ſons, and other occaſional benefactions in the time of this Abbot. The King himſelf, as 
a mark of his favour, gave to the Monks the Village of Littlebury; æ and granted them | 
leave to tranſlate the body of the holy Virgin St. Vendreda from the Village of Merch to 
5 Eh, which the Abbot incloſed in a Shrine of Gold adorned with precious Stones.5 The 
Abbot alſo procured from the King conſiderable poſſeſſions in Caddenbo, Stretele and 
the two Lintunes ; ; for confirmation of which eſtates to the Church, the Abbot gave” 

the King nine pounds of the pureſt Gold, after the great weight of the Normans.® 
GopwiIx, Lord of the Village of Hos, 7 being i in a declining ſtate of health, and' 
tired of the world, was deſirous of embracing the Monaſtic life ; and ſending for El/in 3 
Abbot of Eh, retfueſted the favour of being admitted into that Society; which was 
granted accordingly ; in recompenſe for which, he offered up with himſelf his faid 
Village of Heo,® and confirmed it to the Church of Ely for the uſe of the Monks there 
for ever. Godwin died ſoon after and was buried in the Cemetery of the Monks. And 
Elmer, brother of the faid Godwin, gave an Eſtate in Hecham,9 which came to him by 
inheritance, to God and St. Etbeldreda, and the other holy Virgins, by his Chirograph, 
atteſted by Athel, Nan Bp. of the Eaft-Angles : and others ; ae it to the Abbot and 
M.-onks to diſpoſe of it as they thought proper. 

A large acceſſion was alſo. made to the Church in the time of this 1 on 
the following occaſion: 10 Leofwin Son of Adulf,” a Man of great wealth, by giving 
way to a violent and paſſionate temper, to which he was naturally. inclined, had in- - 
volved, himſelf in one of the moſt atrocious crimes: — On ſome account or other, 

ü „ con- 


„ : Lib. Elen. Ms. üb. i cated 57. ys Ibid. cap. 3 3 The 4 — 4 10,000 3 was firlt given 
to the Danes in the year 991. — 16,000 pounds in 994+ — 24,000, pounds in the year 1002.— 
36,000 pounds in the year 1007. — and 48,000 pounds in the year 1011. — Matth. Weſtm. & 
Flor. Wigorn ad annos. 1 Lib. Elien. MS. lib. ii. cap. 58. 5 Ibid. cap. 76, 77. $ — Dedit te Fg 
* appenſuram novem librarum puriſſimi auri, juxta magnum pondus ormapnorum,” ” Ibid: 7 Hqo is 
now N r to a Dercham in Norfolk. Ibid. cap. FF: * * 70. 10 bid. Op. 60. 
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conceiving a mudden reſentment againſt his own Mother, he gave her ſuch a violent 
blow with a weapon he haſtily catched up, as occaſioned her to take to her bed, in which 
ſhe continued a long time in a weak and languiſhing ftate, and the hurt ſhe received 
thereby, at length occaſioned her death. The horror and uneaſineſs of mind he was 
under after this unhappy accident, rendered his life extremely miſerable: He con- 
ſulted his ſpiritual guides, and thoſe who were moſt ſkilful in the laws, what courſe 
to take in order to expiate his crime; who all adviſed him to make a pilgrimage to 
Rome, and there preſent himſelf before the Pope, and take his directions from him, 
who beſt knew how to enjoin a penance adequate to his crime. Leofwwrn reſolved to 
follow their advice, and foon after ſet out on his journey. On his arrival at Rome, 
with all due reverence, true penitence, and contrition of mind, he viſited St. Peter's 
and the holy Relicks there preſerved; and afterwards having made a full confeſſion of 
the heinouſneſs of his offence before the Pope, His Holineſs thought proper to enjoin 
him the following penance ; That he ſhould dedicate his eldeft fon and heir to God, 
in ſome Monaſtery, which he ſhould liberally endow out of his poſſeſſions; and fur- 
thermore, for the health of his ſoul, give largely of his ſubſtance to the poor: — All 
which Leofwin engaged faithfully to perform to the utmoſt of his power: And when 
he returned home, he begun to put in execution what he had promiſed ; for he dif. 
tributed his alms plentifully to the poor round about, and beſtowed much on ſeveral 
religious houſes : — But the fame of the Monaſtery at Eh, at that time in high re- 
pute for works of charity, hoſpitality, piety and devotion, induced him to have a 
more particular regard and affection for the place, and determined him to perform 
the remaining part of his penance in favour of it; by which he became one of the moſt 
- conſiderable benefactors to this Mon aſtery: His eldeſt Son Egde/mer he here devoted to 
God and Religion; and with him gave the following eftates, and confirmed them by 
his Chirograph written in the Engi/h tongue; namely agg: the Rodrnges, Unde- 
lia, ſome lands in Lackinghethe called Ofcoaradale; the 3* part of Withleſeye, lands in 
Ffterie and Cotenham; an eftate in London called afterwards Abbotes-haie ; Glemesfors, 
and the fiſheries at Upftane, and an annual rent in the royal village of Hethfield, be- 
fides ſome other lands mentioned particularly in the aforefaid Chirograph. After- 
wards, that theſe poſſeſſions might for ever continue in the Church, he cauſed Elin 
the Abbot and the Monks to take a folemn oath, before Wojfan ABp: fof Turt] and 
a great aſſembly of Biſhops: and Abbots, and others there preſent, to the following 
effect; That whereas he had given and te to God, the bleſſed Virgin Mary; 
St. Ezheldreda and her holy family, the above mentioned eee dee Ty the r. 
tion of his on ſoul, and the ſouls of his Wife and Parents; — the 
any account, either for money, or reward, or by way of exchange, alienate them 
from the Church:— All which the Abbot and Monks promiſed faithful 
And perform; and moreover that they would for ever celebrate Maſſes, iy bim on 
the Monday, and for his wife and children and all his kindred on. the Tueſday, in 
| every. week; and feed the poor, and clothe the naked, as directed in his laſt Will 
and Teſtament. Zeofiein, as he had begun, ſo he RO all his e in doing 
vi __ og du power for N of che Monaſtery ; particulaz | 
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and enlarged the South-ſide of the Church, and joined it to the reſt of the building, 
at his own expence; and i in one of the diviſions of that Ifle,* he built an Altar to 
the honour of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and over it he made a throne, in which was 
placed Her image of gold and filver finely wrought, as big as life, having her Son 
in her lap, and adorned with jewels and precious ſtones of ineſtimable value. He 
lived ſeveral years after, and dying in a good old age, his body was brought to Eq, 
and buried in the Church of the holy TOW St. Etheldreda, whom he had made to 
inherit all his wealth.? 
ETHRELIVA,3 a reſpeRable Lady, gave to God, and St. Babel ade and her holy 
family in Eh, her Manor of Dacſtede, [Hadftock in Eſex,] and all her Relicks of 
Saints, by her laſt Will, made a little before her death, and atteſted by Elin Abbot 
of Ely, Leffi one of his Monks, and ſeveral N oblemen of that en Brixi her 8on, 
and Eaytha her Daughter. 

ELW ARA, a Widow Lady of a Noble kamily, very ache and no lef eminent for 
her piety and good works, gave by her Will to God and St. Eheldreda, largely of her 
_ poſſeſſions, the villages of Brigebam, Hengeham, Wetinge, Ratleſden, and Munazford, 
and ſome lands in Teodford, with the Fiſheries thereto belonging, her Cheſt of Relicks, 
two Croſſes of filver and gold, and ſet with jewels. — Her body was brought to Ely, 
and there buried, and her Name inſerted in the lift of Benefactors on the holy Altar, 
for a perpetual memorial of her. 
THE next memorable occurrence in this Abbot's t time, 5 was the death of Duke 
Brithnoth,s a Nobleman of the firſt rank, and much converſant in the Court of King 
_ Edgar; in moſt of whoſe Charters his Name occurs as a Witneſs : He is celebrated 
by the Hiftorians of thoſe times for his ſtrict gent on the part of the Monks, 
to whom he was always a friend, and one of their chief ſupports in that conteſt they 
had with the Secular Clergy, after the death of King Pu When the Danes begun 
again to infeſt the coaſts, he applied himſelf chiefly to the profeſſion of arms, and 
with great zeal ſtood up in defence of his country againſt them; and the reputation 
he gained thereby for valour and military ſkill, induced many principal perſons i in 
ſeveral Counties to ſerve under him. It happened once, that a party of Danes —_— 
on the coaſts of Eſſex, came u p to Maldon; of which the Duke being informed, ſud- 
denly marched againſt them with. what forces he could collect, and attacking them 
on a Bridge near that place, obtained a ſignal Victory over them; ſo that a few only 
eſcaped, and recovered their ſhips. After which he returned into Northumberland. It 
was not long after, that ſome of thoſe Danes who had eſcaped the ſlaughter, having 

8 enrths their be Logs reruns _—_ Bares, arrived hs grad TOR and 
having : 


bid — Se pag. W »< Allatum ett « cs ad Hel, e ſeu 
rede, quam bonorum ſuorum Lib. Eien. 


MS. Kd. b. va 4 2 e. 67. 5 Tbid. cap. 62. 4 fle l che by dent 
Hiſtorians, . derman, Dux, and Comes ; — ſometimes without any addition of place, and at other 
times with that addition. — Brithnothus Dux. Chron. Saxon. ad an. 99 1. Brithnothus Comes. Hiſt. 
Rameſſenſ. cap, 7 1.— Brithnothus Alderman. Lib. Elien. MS. lib. ii. cap. 33, 55: — Northanimbro- 
rum Dux, Ibid, cap. 62. — Dux Orientalium Saxonum. Matth Weſtm. & Flor. Wigorn. ad an. 991. 
Dux Orientalium Chron. Mailros. ad an. 991. — The reaſon of which ſeems to-be, 
that he had at different times the command of the Knee 4 in thoſe ſeveral parts a. the Kingdom ; 
BE he often yy” with the Danes, 
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| having * er men, under the conduct of Juſtin and Guthmund. two Daniſh 
p 4g they plundered the town of Ipſiwich; and continuing their courſe landed again 


ä at Maldon in Eſfx. The Duke was then with his forces in the Northern parts, and 


receiving intelligence of their arrival, he immediately begun his march towards them: 


- 


His neareſt way was by Ramſey Abby 1 in Huntingdonſbire; and when he was come nigh 


that place, he ſent word to Mlſ the Abbot, that he and his company ſhould call on 
him by the way, and take ſome refreſhment at the Abby: — This Abbot, who was in 
| his temper naturally inclined to parcimony, and over-frugal, returned for anſwer, 
That the place was not large enough to contain ſuch a multitude as the Duke had 
with him, , neither was there ſufficient proviſion to be had there ; but 1f he thought 
; proper to come only with fix or ſeven of his ſelect friends, he would find them enter- 


tainment. To which the Duke immediately made this ſhort but noble reply, © Let 
« my Lord Abbot know that I will not dine without my men, becauſe I cannot fight 
«without them; and ſo paſſed on, without calling at the Abby: And continuing his 
march towards Ely, he ordered one of his attendants to go before, and acquaint Ein 


Abbot of Ey, that having occaſion to paſs through the J/e, if convenient, he and his 
Army would ſup with him that evening. The Abbot knew that the Duke was always 


a friend to the Monks, and a Benefactor to their Abby; and therefore received the 
meſſage with the greateſt pleaſure, and, with the concurrence of the Monks, ſent him 
word, That in acts of kindneſs and charity, he was not deterred by any numbers, 


t but rather rejoiced at the occaſion of their coming.” Accordingly the Duke came to 


the Abby that evening with all his Men; and they were received by the Abbot and his 


. Brethren with the greateſt joy, and all entertained in the moſt plentiful and ſumptuous 


manner; inſomuch that the Duke was highly pleaſed with the reception they met 
with; and thought he could never do enough to ſhow. how kindly- he took it. — He 


1 Was ſenſible they had put themſelves to great expences, on his account f and reſolved to 


make them ample amends: The next morning he came into the Chapter-houſe, where 


the Abbot and Monks were aſſembled for that purpoſe, and was at his own requeſt 
admitted a member of their Society; and there addreſſing himſelf to the Abbot and 


Monks in the moſt polite manner, and with hi gh expreſſions of gratitude for their 
noble entertainment of him and all his company; in order to give full proof of his 


. entire ſatisfaction, he put them into immediate poſſeſſion of theſe capital Manors, 
* Spaldewick, T rumpintune, Ratendune, and Heſberie, Seham and Acholt-: then declaring to 
_ them the occaſion of his journey, he gave them theſe other Manors, namely, . 

; Teverſbam, Inetune, Pampe wortb, Crocbeſtune, Fineberge,. Tripelaue, Herdwic, and 

 Sumer ſham with all it's appendants, and likewiſe thirty mancs of gold, and twenty 


unds of ſilver; on this condition, that if he ſhould chance to be llain i in battle, they 


5 ſhould bring off his Body and. bury it here; and at the ſame time gave the Church 
| inveſtiture of them all, by delivery of two Croſſes of Gold, two ſlips of his Robe richly 
ee Nan gold and Jewels, and a BR of be wrought Gloves: 5 Then com- 


K lth mending 
7 The writer of H; geri Rongfenſo, a this piece 1 Hiſtory, ch . Wi their Abbot 


. his ill timed fruga ality; by which he loſt the Duke's favour, who, he ſays, intended to have 
given to that Abby ſome of thoſe very eſtates, which he'afterwards gave to ein we _ TR. 


_ Rameſhenl. Edit. Per inter xv. ä caps 70,71. jy BY 
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mending himſelf to their prayers, he took his leave of them, and ſet out to'meet the 
enemy. The Danes having plundered Tpſwich, had reimbarked; and ſailed to the coaſt of 


Eſer, and landed near Maldon, where Dake Brithnoth came up with them: Though he 
found they were greatly ſuperior in number, he concluded however to give them battle; 
and begun the attack. In this engagement the Duke gave many ſignal proofs of military 


ſkill, and his invincible courage. The fight laſted fourteen days* together, and great 
numbers wereffain on both ſides. On the laſt of thoſe days, the Duke having come to 


| reſolution of giving one deciſive blow, or of dying in the attempt; the attack was re- 
' newed with great Tpitit and firmneſs : the Danes were at firſt put into diſorder, and be- 
gun to fly; but reſuming courage from their manifeſt ſuperiority in number, they made 
| a ſtand; and uniting in one body of a wedge-like form, returned and bore downall be- 


fore them; and in this conflict the Duke was ſlain: the Danes afterwards cut off his head, 


and carried it away in triumph, and retired to their ſhips. As ſoon as the unhappy 
event of this engagement was known at Ely, the Abbot and ſome of the Monks ſet 
out for the place where the battle was fought, in order to recover the body of the 
Duke; which having found, they returned with it to Bly ; and having ſupplied the 


| loſs of the head, with one made of wax in it's ſtead, they buried his Body in the 


Church, with all the honours due to fo reſpectable a perſon, and their munificent Be- 


; nefactor. He lived in the tinies of theſe ſeveral Kings, Edred, Edui, Edgar, Edward 

the Martyr, and of Ethelred, in the 14 year of whoſe reign, and in the year of our 
Lord 991, he was ſlain by the Danes, as before related. He was one of the moſt 
accompliſhed Noblemen of theſe times; eloquent in the Senate, intrepid in War; and 


his unbounded generoſity made him popular, and much beloved by the people. As 
to his perſon, he was above the common ſize, and his ſtrength of body equal to his 


ſtature: When imminent dangers threatening the publick, called him into the field, 
no one was more ready to obey the ſummons, no one gave greater proofs of the love 
of his country; for he died in the defence of it: He was a zealous Advocate for the 
Monks, whom he conſidered as the great ſupport of Religion at that time, and there- 
fore divided his vaſt eſtates among them ;* but was more particularly liberal to the 
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© 7 Fourteen Days, It is probable the Danes were intrenched when the Duke attacked them; and 
that they continued ſo till the laſt day; otherwiſe it is difficult to account for the fight laſting ſo 


many days, without being deciſive on one ſide or the other, 2 Hiſt. Angl. Scriptores x. — inter 


Evidentias Eccleſiæ Chri i Cant. col. 222 be 5 LI gratitude to his memory the Monks of 
Ely afterwards, in the reign of King Stephe 


| hen, in the time of Nigellus Biſhop, and Alexander Prior 
of the Church, tranſlated his bones from the Old Conventual Church, where, he was at firſt buried, 
with the bones of ſeveral other Benefactors, into the Cathedral: and they were at length immur 


m the North-wall of the Choir, built in the reign of King Edward 3. with painted repreſentations 


* 


. 


their proper place. 02S 


of each of them, - ſtill viſible, though much decayed : as appears by an entry made (ſeemingly in the 
hand- writing of that time,) in a ſpare leaf at the beginning of the Old MS. Eiber Elienſis, now, in 
the handsof the Dean and Chapter, in theſe words; * Iſti ſunt Confeſſöres Chriſti, quorum corpora; 
* Jacent ex parte aquilonari Cheri Eccleſie Elienſis in locellis feperatim wales, rom Wiſtanus 
Eboracenſis Archiepiſcopus, Ofmundus Epis in Swetheda regione, Helfwinus Helmamenſis Epis, 
5 Elfgarus Helmamenſis Epũs, Ednodus Abbas Ramyſienſis Epis Lyncolnienſis, Adthelſtanus Hel- 
mamenſis Epũs, Brithnodus Dux Northanimbrorum Strenuiffimus,* — The Names of theſe 
Worthies are ſtill legible over their painted Effigies; and ſome account of them will be given in 


„ 
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AFTER the death and interment of Duke Britbnath, his Rekitt the Nun 
ſurrendered up her right to the Manor of Ratendune, which ſhe had her life in, as part 
of her Dower, and her lands in Seham, and Dittune, and one hide of land in Cheſle, 
and gave them to the Church, with one Gold Chain, and a Curtain worked with che 
moſt memorable acts of her Huſband's Life. e 

ETRHELTL EDA; her Siſter, Wife of Duke Etbeltan, a hates as reſpectable for 15 
affluent fortunes both by inheritance and dower, as ſhe was illuſtrious by birth and 
family connexions, after the death of her huſband, continued in Widowhood, and was 
conſtantly employed in acts of piety and good works: this Lady uſed frequently out 
of devotion to viſit the Tombs of St. Erbeldreda and the other Saints in the Church 
of Ely. The great civilities ſhe there met with, from the courteous behaviour of Ein 
the Abbot and all the Monks, were returned by frequent preſents ſhe made them in 
her life-time; and when ſhe died, ſhe teſtified her regard to the Church; by giving 

to it, in her laſt Will, Hadham and Cheleſhelle, and alſo her part in Dittune, ſaving that 
ſhe granted her Siſter the 4 Elfieda to enjoy Du for her , and after that to 
revert to the Church. 2 | 

UvA,s a man. of pn hah: and 8 Shs of dibefing of 10 worldly 
riches, ſo that they might become advantageous. to him after this life; gave to God 
and Saint Etheldreda for ever, the Village of Vivelingbam, and ſome: lands in Corenbam: 

and was alſo a liberal Benefactor to other Churches. He confirmed all his Donations 
by. his laſt Will, in which Legfin Alderman, Elin Abbot and the Drodhren of the 
Church of Ely, were Witnefles, among many others. 

Os wi, 4 Brother of Dua, and the Lady Leofleds his Wide, Skins of Duke Brith- 
noth,. were as eminent for piety as for their high rank and amiable manners, liberal to 
the poor, and munificent to Churches; beloved and honoured by all orders and degrees 
of men: They had iſſue of both ſexes, whom they amply provided for in the world, 
out of their abundant poſſeſſions ; and one Son, whoſe name was Alfwin, they dedicated 
to God, and brought to be educated in the monaſtic profeſſion. in this Abby: oth 
| him they gave the village of Steuechworth for his clothing, od after his deceaſe to 

remain for ever to the Church: they alſo added afterwards other poſſeſſions in Merch 
Cbertelinge, and Dullingeham, and one virgate of land in Swafham, To this Deed 
Ehkvric [Elfric] A. Bp. of Cant. Eſcuwin Bp. of the Merian, and on hs of the 

Eaft-Angles, Uva and Ederic Brothers of Oſioi, were Witneſſes. 
_ EDERIC 5 Brother of the ahare-mentianed Uva and . followed their baren in = 


_ I wh he gave Craddberi for ever Pi en Church. 


ELTELINM, s a worthy and rich Knight, who uſed: frequently. to viſit the Church 
out of a ſpirit of devotion, obſerving the religious and devout behaviour of the Monks, 
had a ſtrong affection for the place; on thoſe occaſions he uſually made them various 
preſents; and was ever ready to do them other friendly offices, being a zealous advo- 
cate for: e and e of the Church. "In his laſt Heknels, when he was 
ene an Nn Al taking 
hs: + ap. s i en. 


14 Elieo. M8, ib. l ere en a e 
| * Ibid. | cap. 73 A 
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taking care for the ſpiritual welfare of himſelf and family, by a certain free Deed, i in 
which he recommends himſelf to the prayers and interceſſion * St. Etheldreda, he gave 
her for ever the village of Mratinge, except two hides of lan. 
ArRRELSTAN, : Biſhop of Elmbam, a Prelate eminent for his piety and dende 
was another Benefactor to this Abby. He made a convention with Abbot Brethnoth 
and the Monks of Ely, which was renewed in this Abbot's time, whereby he was ad- 
mitted into their fraternity; and by virtue thereof performed the Epiſcopal function 
among them, in taking the profeſſions of the Monks, conferring holy Orders, and all 
other parts of his office: for this was one of the privileges enjoyed by the Church f 
Eh, always to make choice of whatever Biſhop they thought proper for that purpoſe; 
This good Biſhop, as appears by his Charter, purchaſed with his own money the 
Manor of Dringeſtune, and gave it to the Church of Ely for ever, together with the 
furniture of his Chapel, namely, his Epiſcopal Croſs, his greater Tower of ſilver and 
gold, of 20 pounds value, 1 Chalice and Paten of 10 pounds, his beſt Sacerdotal 
Veſtment, 1 Cenſer of 5 pounds, 1 Cope for the uſe of the Chantor, 1 good Pall, 
40 Mancs of Gold, and 5 pounds every year towards clothing the Monks; his Charter 
concludes thus, Moreover, whatever ſervice elſe J can do you, I will do; that my 
« fellowſhip may be the more acceptable to God and this holy Church, and my me- 
« mory the more carefully preſerved among you.” — He lived many years after this; 
and when he died, was brought hither, and buried in the Church according to the co- 
venant he had made. with the Abbot and Monks. He was cotemporary with Etbefoold 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, i in the reign of King Edgar; was lwing in the year 995; — but 
the exact time of his death is uncertain. His bones were afterwards removed out of 
the Old Conventual Church, among thoſe of other Benefactors, into the Cathedral.3 
SEVERAL confiderable Eſtates were given to the Church, with ſuch as were ſent to 
the Abby to receive their education; among theſe was Leofsin 4 a youth of towardly 8 
parts and good difpofition : on his admiſſion here, his Parents who were of the No- 
bility and very rich; generoufly gave with him to the Church, theſe following poſſeſ- 
ſions, Glemesford, Hertherft, Berchinges, Feeltwelle, n and Seel. "Thos Un 
afterwards came to be Abbot of the 9 | 
Aims N5 or Aihoin was another of thoſe onthe, ko was a in this Abby, 
and embraced the Monaſtick life whilſt he was very young ; he was of a good family, 
and is commended for the amiableneſs of his manners, ſobriety of carriage, and ſtrict 
obſervance of the rules of his Order; and became ſo eminent for fandtiry of life, that 
he was afterwards advanced to the Epiſcopal Order, being made Biſhop of 
in which ſtation he continued his kind regard to the place of his aig; as wilt 
be taken notice of in due time. His Parents were: very liberal to the Church when he 55 
was firſt. ee c e ee een TOR. pony Bri { 


. Va TED: 71 ge. 7 
| ge 


7 2 The original Deed, nll: ar « Teſtament of Elfelm, 3 of Lands, &c. in 
which be gives Wratinge to the Church of Ely, &c. — and Brichendun to the Church of Weſtmin- 
ſter; &c. — is now in the Archives of the Cc Chureh of Weſtminſter. - Madox's Formulare 


Angle. —in Diſſertation concerning ancient Charters, &c. pag. ii. Ibid, ON 65. 3 '3See page 85. 
me Lib. Elien. MS. lb. ii. Cap: 74+ . bid. cap. 75. N e 
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ALFGAR! or e who had been Chaplain to St. Dunſtan A. _ of e and his 
Confeſſor, (which offices he held when St. Dunſtan died,) was promoted to the See of 
Elnham on the death of Biſhop Atbelſtan, and was alſo elected by the Abbot and Monks 
of Ely to perform the Epiſcopal office in their Abby. Towards the latter end of King 

Etbelred's reign, he reſigned his Biſhoprick, and came and reſided wholly in the Abby 
at Eh, to ſpend the remainder of his days; and there he performed the ordinary. 

duties of his function as long as he lived, which was ſeveral years: On his reſigna- 

tion of his Biſhoprick, King Etbelred promoted Alfwin above mentioned, one of the 

Monks of Ey, to the See of Elmham. Alfgor dying in the year 1021, was buried in 

the old Conventual Church; and many years after, the Monks, out of reſpect to his 

memory, removed his bones thence, a+ thoſe of their other ERIE into 
the Cathedral Church.*?  _. 

+ DURING the reign of Edward. farnamed the ee his Brother Btbelred, then ; 

very young, came with his Mother the Queen and ſeveral of the N obility to viſit the 
Church of Eh, on the invitation of Ethelwold Biſhop of Winchefler ; at which time 
they went in proceſſion to the Tomb of St. Etbeldreda; and there the young Prince, 
who is ſaid to have had a great love and affection for the Saint, promiſed in the pre- 
ſence of all thoſe who were there aſſembled, from thenceforth to become her devoted 
ſervant. In conſequence of which vow, when he afterwards came to be King, he on 
ſeveral occaſions manifeſted his kindneſs and regard to the Church; and as a particular 
mark of his favour, was pleaſed to grant that the Church of Ely ſhould hold and 
enjoy the Office and Dignity of Chancellor in the King's Court; the like he alſo 
granted to two other Churches, namely St. Auguſtin's in Canterbury, and Glaſtonbury ; 
thus dividing the Chancellorſhip between the Abbots of thoſe three Monaſteries, who 
were to exerciſe the Office by turns; ſo as the Abbot of Ely, for the time being, or 
ſome Monk appointed by him, was to perform the office from Candlemas, four Months 
yearly; and the other two Abbots, four Months each, to complete the Vear. This 
cuſtom, it is ſaid, obtained from the time of the reſtoration of the Abby, (perhaps 
not confirmed to the Church of Ely, before this Grant of King Etheldred,) and continued 
till the Kingdom was ſubdued by the Normans, * og Church was n of this 

privilege, and all it's. former honours. j ; 

I the: year 1016, King Eabelred died at e e an 1 reign of 38. 
years, having been almoſt continually engaged in war with the Danes. His Son Ed., 
mund ſurnamed Irorfide-was thereupon recognized King by the Londoners and the No- 
bility there preſent; but Canute King of [Denmark by great part of the Nation. 
Several battles were fought that year: betiveen. the competitors; and with various ſuc- 
ceſs ; but none of them fell ſo heavy on the Engliſb, as the battle at Aſendun, on St. 
Luke's-day, in which almoſt all the Nobility that were on King Edmund's fide were 
cut off; indeed it is recorded that there never was a more deadly wound given to the 
Engliſh Nobility than on that fatal day: at the ſame time were ſlain Ednod Biſhop of 
Dorcheſter, Wik Abbot of. Ramſe zy, and ſome of the Monks of Ey; who according =" 

the <altor e of ue times came Mar to aT ar the ſucceſs . tha, King's 8 Arn. 

a N r e "ne 

id cap. 52. * ler ps bs. ee. Li. Ein. MS Wen 165. = 


| Elphege the Martyr, A.Bp. of Canterbury, was cruelly 


num: 


| Agar the late D. 
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Our Monks carried with them the Relicks of St. Wendreda, which were there loft; 
and it is faid fell into the hands of King Canute, who gave them to the Church of 
Canterbury.” As Biſhop Eau was brought to Ey and there buried, it will not be 
improper to give ſome" account of him, and the occaſion of his being buried there. 

Edin was originally a Monk of Worcefter, whence he was brought by Ofwald Biſhop 
of that place, to aſſiſt in ſettling the Abby of Ramſey then newly founded by the 
famous n, Alderman of all England, and became the firſt Abbot thereof. 'Whilft 


he was there, he tranſlated the Body of St. Foo a Perfian Biſhop from the neighbour- 


ing Town of Siepa, where it was firſt buried, to his own Abby; and afterwards built 
a Church om the place where the Body h Liter; to the honour of that Saint, from 
whom the Town has ever ſince beem called Sr. Iven. By his advice and aſſiſtance, his 


Siſter the Lady Affwena Relit of Duke Eche/fan and Nurſe to K. Edger, founded the 


Nunnery © of Charters in the Ne 57 Ey, to which he was a principal Dear. —In 
the Year 1005, Eduod was promoted to the e of Dorchefter." When St. 
zoned to death at . by 
the Danes i in the year 1012, His pious and good Biſhop went to the place of his 
om, and recovering the Body, buried it honourably in the Church of St. Paul 
At length, Ang the Army of King Edmund, at the fatal battle of 
Aſendun, he was there ſlain: his right hand was cut off, for the ſake of a Ring he 


| wore on one of his fingers ; 5 and his body, being wounded in ſeveral places, was car- 


ried off by ſome of his attendants, in order to convey it to Ramſey, where he had been 
Abbot, and there to bury it: but coming by water to Ey, and lodging at the Abby ; ; 
ſhox of Eimbam, (who lived there retired, after having reſigned his 
Sees) thought proper to bury the body p privately that night i in the Church, without 
thoſe that brought it thither: the reaſon he gave for ſo doing, was the 
great affeQion he Knew £ the deceaſed Biſhop had for the Saints of this Church ; and 
Martyr, and therefore was deſirous of having _ _ 

buried Yrs. — Hl memory v was « highly reverenced by the Monks of Ey; on which 
licks were afterwards tranſlated out of the old a Church, into 
the Cathedral, among other BenefaQors.* 


_ Oun: Abbot . 0; a life of great tinatty and e of the een 
| cquiſition- of much honour and great . poſſeſſions' to 


a go od old age, ſays my "Tl and was laid in a Tomb next 


t t of. the Church, in the time of King Erbelred. by 
7 this account, Eins death muſt have happened in 
Ne year 1016, or befor 3 for King ; Eubelred died of By | ye og we find the 
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eh refers; an Abbot II WY 
E eln was ſucceeded by 3 en _ 4 OSCHITEL, but the year is 


» as the time of his Predeceſſor's death: -—as little do we know of his 
Author tells us," he did not meet with ſo much as his Name 

he found 1 in the Engliſb Chronicle, * 2. that 
lepoſed by his accompanied Egelnath A. Bp. of Canter- 
went. to receive bis Pall; (that was in the year 1022.33) and 

| 2, cleared himſelf of the crimes laid W 


fone fie promoted 455 * unute whe Abbot 
3 on t ie death. of Leofoin,. A. 2 And revived benediction from Au Bp. 
of Elm bom. The 65 me yea r the ds at 15 requeſt of that Biſhop, made an exchange 
1 wth the Abbot and Monks , of the Village of [Wood]; Dittune, which was part of the 
King's Demeans, for ſome: pof effions they had at Chefle, to the 2: dvantage of the Church; 
a and confirmed it by his Charter, dated on the Feaſt-day of St. Erbeldreda, [ Oct. r7.] 
1 Tus following year Wolftan SA Bp. of Norkwas buried i in our old Conventual Church; 
of whom therefore it may be proper to ſay ſomething, and relate the becafion of that 


event.. He was of noble | * age 36 a nd bein 


8 allied to ſome of the beſt Families in the 


Kingdom, v was highly reſpected on that account, as well as for his many perſonal accom- 
plich deute and particularly! his great piety: He was educated a Monk, and advanced to 
be a an A | 5 3 of what place we are not informed ʒ) and on the death of 41d] Hin 
ered prompted to the Arch-bifhoprick | of Nut: He Houriſhed 
s of 5 Erbelted, "Ry Edmund, and K. Canute, being equal zelove 4 
| * m all; he was wel verſed 1 m "the Laws of his Country, an able Stateſ- 
man, and f 1 5 nt 2 called to the "Council and adviſed with in matters of the greateſt 
importar ce to. the Cingdom ; ; and his advice generally regarded as an oracle. When 
Fen Canute had built and endowed the famous Church At 4 endui * in me 
the battle there fought between him. and King ? Eau ronflae; he defired Ar 
biſhop Walftan to Perform the Tites of Dedication ; 5 which be Ad” Weg L 
3 th great. ſolemanity, in the preſence. of the King, al and ma iy” of the Viſto 4 and 
principal Nobles or the King dom. — Towards the atter art of his Life, 70 4. 
2 27 e out of devotion hoe t 3 of E . received b. 


o,  Zthelnotbus 
. Mute [de Monaſterio! 
S (at 4 Papa didicerat,) fue- 
a ator rr a 2 


5 3 Ibid. - Lb. Ken, f 5 3 Fi '$ bi be 

.- notice of a a report concerning him, viz, W imely barn, beia Y 

| Mother's Womb: which — well enqug | Account for the $ 1rhame He! given ing of þ Wobus 
ig thus left deſtitute and 1 forfalken in his fancy) of ſever: 25 Are at a Tofs about 


See Godwin e ichardſo 52 An 1 vol. i. pag. 473. 
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of ha proceſſion and leaning on his paſtoral ſtaff, it fuddenly ſunk into the ground 
almoſt up to the middle: Struck with which incident, he conjectured it to be the 
ill of heaven that his body ſhould” there be buried; and inſtantly. prohounced 
thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt, This ſhall-be my reſt for ever, here will I dwell, &c. ' 
And from that time he always expreſſed a more than ordinary aff tion and re- 
gard for the place, and gave ſeveral ornaments to the Church. His name appears 
as a witneſs to many Charters and Writings of the Church about that time. In 
his laſt ſickneſs, being then at Tori, and perceiving his end drawing nigh, he or- 
dered his Body to be conveyed thence to Ely, and there buried : which was accordingly 
performed. He died on June 27. 1023. and was buried here in the old Conventual 
Church, in the very place where his Paſtoral-ſtaff had ſunk into the earth. — After the 
building of the preſent Cathedral Church, (and before it was finiſhed,) the Monks 
found it neceſſary to remove his Coffin from the place where it was firſt buried, on 
account of ſome alterations: then making i in that part of the old Conventual Church. 
On inſpecting the Body, they found it quite decayed ; but the clothing, particularly 
the Caſſock 3 and Archiepiſcopal Pall affixed to it with gilded pins, and the Stole and 
Maniple, ſo entire; that it was à matter of wonder to them, how they could have lain 
ſo long in that ſtate, and yet continue ſo perfect as they found them. They then depo- 
ſited the coffin without the Church, in the cemetery of the Monks, near the Chancel 
till they might afterwards fix upon ſome more conſpicuous place for it; which was 
done many years after, in the time of Biſhop Nigellus; Whew. he was placed the fut 
in order, of thoſe whoſe bodies were then removed. : 

In Abbot Legfric s time, the Lady Godiva, relict of a certain Earl, whoſe name is 
not mentioned, frequently came to Eh, to perform her deyotions at the Tomb of St. 
"Etheldreda ; and was ſo pleaſed with the agreeableneſs of the place, and the deyout beha- 
viour of the Monks; that ſhe gave ſome of the beſt of her poſſeſſions to the Church, 
which were Eftre, Fanbrege, and T; erlinges. The ſame Lady! in her laſt ſickneſs, wrote to 
"BF Ifric Biſhop of Elnham and Leofric | Abbot of Eh ſignifying her bequeſt of Berching to 
the Church: Her manner of addreſs was thus ; * My Lords, I unhappy woman ſen- 
« ſible of my failings, in that I have been heretofore too negligent of the care of my 
« ſoul; knowing now that the time of my departure i is at hand, an being wi willing to 
work, whilſt I may; think proper to inform your bleſſedneſs, concerning the diſpoſal 
of m y poſſeſſions with regard to my Lady the holy Virgin Etheldreda in Eh; ; that is, 
« 1 — there my Eſtate of Berchinges, which I am rightfully poſſeſſed of by inherit- 
« * ance. from my Parents. that my remembrance may always continue with them, Kc. 
AW], Biſhop of Elmbam, who had been educated a Monk at El, and 
ime ko 7 9k Toy, , latter end o . Etbelreds. hs. thing * 331 hat” 2 
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- HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES or 


Cunnte in the year 1020, to remove the Secular Clergy from the Collegiate 
Church of Bedericfworth or St. Bdmund's Bury, and to eſtabliſh- a Convent of - Bene. 
diffine Monks in their room. In forming this Monaſtery, the Biſhopproc deteded in 
the uſual method in ſuch caſes, and which ſeems moſt equitable, that is, admitting 
ſuch of the Seculars he found there, who were willing to take upon them the order, 
into this new Society; took eare to provide for the reſt elſewhere; and then com- 
pleated the whole number intended, with regular Monks from the Monaſteries of Ely 
and Holm in Norfolk. Ow —_— ndowed this New Abby with large eſtates, and many 
privileges and immunities; and the'Biſhop himfelf was a conſiderable Benefactor to it, 
by ſupplying them Slab many Noceſluries and Ornaments : and having ſettled the Abby 
according to his mind, ak diſtributed much of his ſubſtance to it, and ſome other 
religious Houſes ; he reſigned his Biſhoprick, and returned to By, and there lived 
retired the reſt of his days i in the Monaſtery, as his predeceſſor had done. He was 
buried in the Old Church ; and above an hundred years after, had the Waker of hav- 
ing his bones tranſlated into the New Church, among other Benefactors - 
| THESE are the chief matters recorded by our Author, that any ways concern the 
Church of Ely, during the time that Leofric was Abbot," who is ſaid to have died i in 
the ict 8 os his Gee ; 1 e e in the M 1029. 


7 
5„* 


Lrorsix, Abbot v. 


Fo SIN, + at that time'a Monk of this Monaſtery, 1 of a noble and 
1 wealthy Family, and educated in it from a youth, as before obſerved, was pro- 
moted by King Canute to be Abbot i in the room of Leofric. He continued however a 
conſiderable time without benediction, and therefore the King ſent for him to Wale- 
wich, and ordered that ceremony to be performed in his preſence, by, Egelnath Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury. This abbot had the honour and reputation of his Monaſtery ſo 
much at heart, that he always made it a rule with him, to admit no Monks into it, 
but ſuch : As. were known to be men of learning and of the beſt families ; by which he 
intended that the Monaſtery ſhould: become richer, and the Monks be enabled to live 
in a ſtill greater degree of f ſplendor: and as the ordinary. revenues of the Monaſtery 
from their eſtates were now become very conſiderable, and ſufficient to anſwer all their 
demands in a very ample manner ;— whatever more accrued to it occafionally by gifts 
or legacies, he divided among them, that all might partake of the benefit: at the 
ſame time he was very attentive to their behaviour, taking all opportunities of advi- 
ſing, exhorting, and if needful of reproving them; but with that gentleneſs, as ſhewed 
f his affetion towards them ; always having in mind that excellent precept of St. Bene- 
| a, to aim at gaming their love and eſteem, rather than to be feared by them. The 
Abby under his government and by his means, ſtill increaſed in poſſeſſions and eſtates, 


begs fm ee ere. and 1 e of various eel rich veſtments an 
veſſels 
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veſſels of gold and ſilver for the uſe of the Church. Belgſbam, [Fen] Dua, Heatler- 
ingfte, r eee 115 
Ir has been mentioned before that Oſioi and his Wife Leofeda: Daughter of Duke 
 Brithnoth, gave to the Church ſeveral eſtates, with their Son Alfeoin,” when he was 
ſent to the Abby to be educated, and among the reſt Stevechworth for his clothing, 
which was afterwards to remain to the Church: — it ſeems that eſtate, by ſome acci- 
or other, did not immediately come to the Monks; for the ſame Lady outliving 
r huſbai hs in the latter part of her days, obtained the King's leave to diſpoſe of 
kt poſſeſſions, and gave it to two of her Daughters for their lives, before the Church 
came into poſſeſſion of it ; as appears by her Letter to the King, with her Will an- 
nexed; which was in the following ſtyle: © To you my moſt beloved Lord and ta 
moſt honoured Lady the Queen, do I return all manner of thanks, for your 
« favour to your handmaid, in granting me licence in my widowhood to diſpoſe of 
* my ſubſtance according to my pleaſure: — Now therefore, by this Writing I declare 
« that I give to God and St. Peter and the holy Virgin Etbeldreda the village of Beleſ- 
© bam with all ts appertenanees, after my deceaſe, for the Soul of my huſband, and 
for my children, whether living or dead: Next, to my two Daughters Eiſivenna and 
© Elfwida J grant Steuechworthe for their lives, and after their deceaſe to the Church 
© of Ely: Alſo to my other Daughter Leofwara I give the village of Wetheringſete, on 
this condition, that ſhe keep herſelf chaſte, or take to herſelf a lawful huſband, ' ſo 
© as to bring no diſgrace on herſelf and family. — Thus, my Lord O King, by your 
© favour, do I diſpoſe of my ſubſtance after my deceaſe, praying that my Will may 


« ſo ſtand; that no one (except yourſelf, which God forbid,) may alter it; and who-' 


« ſoever ſhall attempt to do it, may he have the curſe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
© have that Sentence pronounced on him, Go, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire prepared f 
© for the Devil and his Angels. This writing was in three parts, one of which was 
lodged at Ely, another in the King's Treafury, and the third was kept by Leofleda her- 
ſelf: and when ſhe died, her body was brought to Ely and buried in the cemetery of 
the Monks. Soon after her Daughter E/fwida earns, ' chooſing, a ſingle 
ſtate, gave up herſelf and her intereſt in Steuechworth to the Church; and there took 
the vow, of perpetual chaſtity :' on which the Convent aſſigned her their Manor of 
Coveney, not far from Ely, where ſhe lived retired, and employed her time in weaving 
and working in embroidery with her maidens. Her Siſter Leofwara married to a 
Nobleman of great fortunes named Luſtuwin; and afterwards gave her Manor of 
Wetheringſete to the Church: this Lady and her Huſband? were both perſons. of emi- 
nent piety; and having a particular regard for the Saints.of the Church of EH, and 
eſteem for the Monks, were deſirous of being admitted into their ſociety, and Af be- 
ing buried there; and accordingly made an agreement with them for that purpoſe: en 


which occafion they gave to the Church, and he confirmed by his Will, theſe following 


poſſeſſions, Dittune (not Wood-Dittune,3 Y and Cnipwelle, Little-Burch, Weſtune, Chiding- 


Zune, and Fan, Wimbiſe, Hamnigg felde ode e with Mir e 
5 War 

„ cap. 88. = Ibid, cap. 89. 7 Dinrans, 20 am Sitreftrem, Se. ibid. "There are two. 
Dittunes, one near Newmarket, which the Ch, was in poſſelſior e other near Cambridge, 
now called Fen· Dinune, which 1 is Vine Hare SN, © 5 8 
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94  HISTORY/ AND anrrayITiEs. OP 
Wir a flouriſhing ſtate the Abby of Z was in at this time, ep teat: 
lected from what has been ſaid concerning the lands and eſtates that were given to it: 


and that the Monks might be the more regularly and conſtantly fupplied'with Provi- 
fions of all kinds; the Abbot, ' with the King's conſent and favour, let out many of 


thoſe eſtates to tenants, who'were 'obliged to bring in provifions' in their courſe 


throughout the year:! by which appointment Sre/aford was to furniſh proviſions two 
weeks in the year, Srapilford one week; Litleberi two weeks, Tripelaue two, Haus. 
che/time one, and Neutune one, Grantedene two, Thoftes one, Cotenham one, Wivelingbam 


one, Dittune tuo weeks, Horningeſeie two, Steuechworthe two, Belefbam tmp weeks, 


Kudenbor four days, Suaf ham three days, Spaldewic two weeks, Sumereſham two weeks, 
Blunteſham'one, Colne one, Hrrußenſ one, Drencheſtune one, Rateleſdene two, Hecham two, 
'Berechinge two, Needinge one, WFederingeſete orie, Brechebam two, Pulbam two, Thorpe and 
Dirham two weeks, Nordwold two, Feltewelle two weeks ; Merham was affigned ta carry 
the rents of the Church from Norf#/k, and to entertain the comers and goers to and from 
the Monaſtery; — and in caſe any oF thels Farms failed of their quota in their Proper 
time and ſeaſon, certain eſtates i in the e were deputed to ſupply the deficiei 
Tux Abbot of Ey, being one of the three great Abbots who held the offi 


6 Aud A 


nity of che King's Chancellor, each of them taking it in their /courſe four Months in 


the 4 year ; * King Canute ſeveral times took the occaſion of our Abbot's entering on his 
office, \ hich was always on the Purification of the Virgin Mary, to keep that Feaſt 


with the uſual ſolemnity at the Abby of Eh.s Once it happened, in hi 


attended by many of his Not 


by water, with Enns his Queen, 


drew near to Ey, the King was ſtanding up, and taking a view of the Church, which 


was directly before him; and whilſt he was muling upon it, he perceived a kind of 
harmonious ſound at a great diſtance, which at firſt he could not tell what to make 
of; but finding i it to increaſe as he advanced; he liſtened attentively to it, and per- 
ceived it to be the Monks in the Church, finging their canonical hours. The King 
in the joy of his heart broke but into a ſong which he made extempore on the occaſion, 
: Long on the Nobles that were about him to join in the chorus. This Song in the 
Engliſb or Saxon language, as uſed at the time, was long preſerved by the E Monks, 
| — the ſake of the Royal Author; we have only the firſt ſtanza handed down to us, 
D e bro FRY T hae infer the bead 
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| and called Budde from his ſtoutneſs, who offered to le 
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They.continuedddinging till they arrived at land; and ſoon after the Monks met the 
and condusted him in-ſolemn proceſſion into the Church: — this probably was 
the firſt time of the King's coming to Ely ; for then he confirmed the Liberties of the 
Church, that had been granted by his Predeceſſors Kings of England, by his Charter, 
which h he offered on the high — where the body of St. Etcbeldreda laid entombed. 
ANOTHER time, when the King intended to keep the Feaſt of the Purification of 
the Bleſſed Virgin Mary at. Ely, a ſevere froſt ſetting in, had froze over the River and 
all the waters that ſurrounded the place, that there was no. means of getting thither, 


without the greateſt danger: The King however was not deterred by the difficulties * 


of the paſſage, from'attem pting it; and finding there was no other way, propoſed 
being conveyed over the ice. in a ſledge, by Sobam- mere; and declared if any one would 
go before, and ſhew him the way, he would be the next to follow. There chanced to 
tand among the croud of people near the King, one Brithmer, a native of the Je, 
ad the way; the King readily 
accepted the offer ſo Brithmer ſet off, and the Ring followed him, to the ſurpriſe of 
his Courtiers, cho were in ſome anxiety for his ſafety, and thought it too h 
an undertaking : however, hoy went on without meeting any obſtruction, and. . 
ſafe at Ely, where he kept the Feaſt with ufual joy and ſolemnity. The King uſed 
frequently to ſpeak of this adventure; and in telling the ſtory would pleaſantly. ob- 
ſerve the lucky circumſtance of having ſuch a luſty fellow for his guide; as it made 


him quite eaſy and ſatisfied that he himſelf: who was but of moderate ſtature, and f 
with ve, might ſafely venture where he had ſuch a guide to lead the 


I vigorous and activ 


— The King did not let this ſervice of u 3 e 3 aq] made 
him. nd his poſſeſſions: free; n his poſterity continued, by virtue of;a grant 
made at that time by the King. N „ „ en 


TES R occafional viſits the King hats to Ss Abby and the „ bs acceſs 16 
| Abbot of BY had at other times to the ding 5 eaſon or 
contribi ed to ages the credit and rep utation © 


as ſtate and. condition. | Emma. the. ( io Putin 9 the King « en. 
theſe occaſions, and made the church many valuable preſents ;* partic ularly one piece 
of purple cloth wrought with gold, and worked in ſeveral. com 5 with oy 
and ſet with 1 0 Tok us Apr 4 was none like it for | haſh ip. 5 the K. ingd 
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KING Mad deten Ws eee hab pes 1035. at Shaſtſbury, ahi at 
Wincheſter leaving the Kingdom in great diſorder, on account of the ſueceſſion; for 
8 the Nobility who. weredn ths Daniſh i mm re e wx Harold, his 
bat many of the Engliſh. eſpouſed the cauſe of Alfred e 
Queen by King Etbelrads- however a length be party that v. e preveiled, 
— he was placed on the throne. The two and 


late King Erbelred, were about this time with thuie Vnele Richard Dake of Normandy 
+ both came over into 


where they had long time reſided; ſet Fl dying that year; the 
England * the following year, with a confiderable train of attendants, to pay a viſit to 
their Mother Queen Emma, who reſided at Winchefter ; and probably with this fur- 
ther deſign, of ſeeing how the Exgiiſb ſtood affected towards them. The appearance 
of theſe two Princes in England at ſuch a time, could not fail of giving umbrage to 
ſome Lords who were devs ed to King Harold, and particularly to Earl Godioin; who, 
after they had been ſome time at Vincheſter with their Mother, formed a deſign of be- 
ing them into the hanils of Harold, in order to diſpatch them: Accordingly the 


: Princes were both rie to 8 before their return to N 


of fours: n or or whatev: 1 85 was the terns Nine e only ſet out on 
kis j Wr wards Londen; and when he had got as far as G5 rd, there 
met by Barl Godwin, under pretence of doing him and condi 


Court. He received the Prince with alles 5 


1 n e ity, and fom . 
LF The Prince, and ſome of the pri pe 
his retinue, were bound and hurried away to Londen; moſt of the TE 5 0 uſed in 
0 t manner, and put to death by various tortures. — Ag for Alfred, he was 
ſentenced to have his R nl out, and to be c conveyed to the e of Eh: theſe orders 
wer ne and with eircumſtances of i ignominy 1d the greateſt cruelty ; being 
carried part of the way upon an horſe, with his legs tye under the belly; and after- 
' wards put into pg ane „„ 
| as e Serra ut hore | dt 


8 x due Fond, in the wikars "pit sf the South He 22 
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the Monaſtery of Ey, does not clearly appear: but Edward after he came to the 
Crown, continued a friend to the Monks during his whole reign; which certainly he 
would not have done, had he thought they had been any ways acceſſary to his death; 
for he was ſtrict in his enquiry into the murder of his Brother; and though 11 
Godwin by his powerful influence, procured himſelf to be acquitted in form of Law; 
yet King Edward, who believed him guilty, never forgave him.: One end that was 
intended by this bar̃barous treatment of Alfred and his Norman attendants, was to 
deter his Brother Edward, who was then at Vincbeſter with Queen Emma his Mother, 
from ſtaying any longer in the Kingdom; which had it's effect: for as ſoon as the Queen 
was informed of it, ſhe ſent away her ſon Edward into Normandy; and ſhortly after re- 
comp orders to depart the Kingdom, ſhe retired into Flanders, and lived at Bruges. 
Norgix more particularly relating to the Church of Ely occurs, during the 
reign of King Harold, who died in the year 1040; or in that of his brother Hardeca- 
nute, who reigned only two years; and dying in the year r042. was ſucceeded by 
Edward called the Confeſſor, ſon of King Ethelred by Queen Emma. — This Prince 
had received the earlieſt part of his education in the Monaſtery at Ely, havin 8 been 
brought thither in his infancy by his Royal Parents, and being wrapped up in a 
mantle, was by them offered on the holy Altar; which mantle was long time pre- 
ſerved in the Church in memory thereof: and it was a conſtant tradition with the 
Monks that he uſed to take great delight in learning to fing Pſalms and godly 
Hymns, among the children of his on age, in the Cloiſter: on which account he | 
always retained a favourable regard to the place, after he became King. 55 
Our Abbot Leoffin, after he had with great commendation governed this Abby 
about 15 years, and procured many poſſeſſions and advantages to it, died Nov. 1 5. 
A. D. 1 1044, and was s buried near his rome pine in the Old Conventual Church. 


. 


WII TRIC, Abbot VI. 


'F TER the dont of} Leoffin, King Edward i in the ahind 3 year a; his rvign, A. p. 5 

X 1045,3 promoted his kinſman WIL RIC to be Abbot of Ely, from the New 
Monaſtery of Mincbeſter, 4 and there cauſed him to receive benediction from . 5 5 
then Biſhop, of E/nham, and afterwards Archbiſhop of Canterbury. - 

Ix the firſt years of his government, he was very ſtudious of the "welfare of the 
Monaſtery, and active i in the defence of it's rights and privileges ; ; by which he gained 
the eſteem of all the Monks: he alſo purchaſed of Earl Elgar, the Manor of Bercham N 
or Bergbam in Suffolk, for 25 Marks of gold, and gave it to the Church. e 

King Edward, as a teſtimony of his regard for this Monaſtery, gave to the Monks 
by his Charter the village of Lachinghethe : -6 this Charter is the more valuable and 
of greater concernment, as all the eſtates and poſſeſſions at that time belonging to 


the Church, are 3 rticularh mentioned in it: the hh regs Privileges and im- 


4 * x Chrogs Joh. k 8 3 X. ee Hin * 1 1 1 327. Veſt 
naſt. ad annum 1064. Angl. Sacr. vol. i. p, 239. 3 Lib. Elien. MS. lib. 1. cap. 91 Angl. 
* vol. f er 's " Ibid, Pes 125 Note . | Lib. Elien, MS. cap. 92: * N 978 


5 Kt 7 * % , N N N a 89888 8 "I 4 I 4 8 * "2-0 Fo Ws : 1 . * 2 * FS: * 90 yr "ou 1 * * PP * * 17 178 4 5 : . Aa a? ; 8 a » o 2 1 
$ : 7 5 4 n » - . "I AI 3k - + . ; f 
W FEE Fx „ Sk of aa 952 . oF : . 
EN — 9 pe * . p a 
* ww : 


9s a HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OP: a 


„ juriſdiction and power of trying Cauſes, are 
fer forth; and the original privileges of the Ne in the time of St. Zrbeldrede, and it's 
exemption from Epiſcopal authority are aſſerted, and declared to have been reſtored 
by his grandfather King Eiger: and all theſe paſſeſſions and hberties are again con- 
firmed by the King, with the conſent of his great men: and that they might remain 
the more firm and laſting to future ages, the King alſo obtained of Pope Ficker II.: 
2 Bull, directed to the King and all the Nobility of the Kingdom, in which by his 
Papal authority he confirmed all thoſe rights, privileges and poſſeffions to the Church 
of Bh, concluding with the uſual denunciation of the ſentence of excommunication 
againſt all that ſhould preſume to violate their liberties, or any ways diſturb the 
Monks in their poſſeſſions. This Charter of the King, and the h Bull, both 
Which are without date, the reader will find in the AEN DI.. 
Bor notwithſtanding the King's protection, and the ſecurity given the Monks for 
| the full enjoyment of their poſſeſſions and privileges, both by Regal and Papal autho · 
rity; they had a long and troubleſome conteſt with a Nobleman of great power 
under the King, Efger ſurnamed Stallere? from his office; who had forcibly taken 
poſſeſſion of their village af ire otherwile called Plaſſta. The Abbot and his bre- 
thren, in hopes of recovering their eſtate by gentle means, produced the Will of the 
phage * the _ 3 Jonſirmation, in evidence of their claim, and en- 
reſtore it; but could not prevail: on which they ap- 
at effect; for Bro” found means to evade the King's 
led to eccleſi cenſures, and denounced ſentence 
e againſt him; this alſo he diftegarded at Py but-being thereby 
ted from entering the Church, and excluded from the ſociety of the faithful, 
he was obliged to Gba and deſired to come to terms with them to which, for the 
fake of peace, and out of reſpect to his character and high ſtation, they conſented ; 
and it was agreed between the parties, that Bfgar ſhould hold and enjoy that eſtate 
of the Church, during his life, and after his deceaſe it ſhould revert to the Church ; 
to which final concord the King and Queen and ex of the Kingdom were 
witneſſes. But the Norman Conqueſt ſuceeeding ſoon after, Eggar was one of thoſe 
Engliſh Lords who fell under the diſpleaſure of ths make his lands and eſtates 
were all ſeized, and he himſelf was impriſoned with many others, and at laſt died 
under conſinement.— Thus was the Church of Ely diſpoſſeſſed of this eſtate; which 
ſeems to have been annexed, after the Conqueſt, to the office of High Conſtable of 
1 and ſo continued as long as that office exiſted. 

AMONG other perſons of note and benefactors to the Church of Ef, in theſe times, 
was Ofmund S a Swediſh Biſhop. - I meet with the Name of this of po rf in me ee 
Writers e- Mea Ka, qe this apcount 17 coma That he ſtudiec 
wha man dl off bs 


"wm VieertL was inthroned Abr TY 1055: l TE: 1057, 
70 only. two years and about ee Months. See Bower's Hiſt. of the Popes. Vol. 204, 
Lib. Klien. MS. lib. ii. cap. 96. 3 He was High Conſtable of Englas „or Maſter r of the 
* the King. — Vid. Spelmanni Gloſſ. ad Stallarius, et Cunſtabsiafias. 4 Sec Camden's 
Britannia, in Effex, pag apin's Hiſt; of Engl. Vol, i. pag. 468. Note 1. 4Lib, Elian, MS, 
Hb. ui. cap. 99. $ * Magi . Bremens. Hiſt, E clefiaſt. præſertim Bremens. — Chronicon E- 
| e Per d nnn Fialandiam, &c- a Joh. Medio. p· 73- Stockholmiæ 1614. 
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fiderable-time- at Bremen, at the expence of Sigfrid a Norwegian Biſhop; but being 
ambitious of raifing himſelf to one of the higheſt ſtations in the Church, he left that 
place, and went to Rome; where he ſolicited to be promoted to the Epiſcopal Order, 
and to be ſent as a Miſſionary to ſome of the Northern parts, that had not yet re- 


ceived the dee. but, it is ſaid, not ſucceeding in that buſineſs, he went into Poland, 


and was there conſecrated a Biſhop, and returned to Sweaen; where aſſuming to him- 
ſelf the character of a Miſſionary of the Apoſtolic See, and affecting to appear always in 
publick with a croſs born before him, he was for a while received under that character: 
however, on application made to the Smediſb Court, by the Archbiſhop of Hamburgh, he 
was rejected: and what became of him afterwards their own Hiſtorians do not tell us:. 
But we are informed, i that Ofmwmd came over into England from Sweden in the reign 
of Edward the Confor, by whom he was 1 received, and lived at his Court. 
He waz a venerable old man, when he came into England, and was much reſpected 
and beloved by the Nobility of this Kingdom. During his reſidence at the Court, 
he often heard talk of the Monks of Ey, and fo much to their advantage, that he 


had a mind to make them a viſit; intending, if it proved agreeable, to retire from the 


Court, and to ſpend the reſt of his days among them. Accordingly he came to Ely, 

and being pleaſed with the reſpect and civilities ſhown him by the Monks, finding 

alſo the place entirely to his {atisfaftion ; he opened to them his defire-of continuing 

chere for life: to which they readily agreed; and ſo was he admitted of their Society, 
to perform all the e offices ndr, m as berg, ad he lived; in conformity 
to the eſtabliſhec Rhens bef 

their Biſhopricks, had lived thees, in a ſtate of retirement from the world, ſtill re- 

mining their character, and continuing to exerciſe their function within the Monaſtery 


as occaſion required. The exact time of his coming to Eh, is not known, but it 


was during the time that Migfric was Abbot, and he lived to the time of Abb 
Thurftan; having a little before his death given all his Epiſcopal ornaments to the 
— Monaſtery. He was: buried firſt in the Old Conventual Church, and afterwards 
remo 
probably are ſtill remaining incloſed in the North-wall of the Ar Sur, and 
over them his effigies may be ſeen painted on the wall. 
Bor to return to our Abbot Wilfric ; — after he had lived 3 in PE ai repittation, 
and governed this Abby with an unblemiſhed character many years; he at laſt fell 
into diſgrace, by involving himſelf too much in ſecular affairs, and prefering the ad- 


vantage and intereſt of his own private family, to the good of the ſociety over-which 
he prefided; which ended in his own ruin. — The Abbot had a Brother whoſe Name 


was Guthmund,3 who made his addreſſes to the Daughter of a Nobleman: Guthmund, 
though he was of a Noble family, . and related to the King himſelf; yet was not 

entitled-to the privileges of the Prime Nobility, neither had he rank with them, not not 

having a ſufficient eſtate, that is, forty. Hides of land in poſſeſſion: on which account 
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vately toda to his Brother the Abbot of Ed, to aſſiſt him in this difficulty; and 
very much importuned him to put him in poſſeſſion of ſome eſtates of the Church, 
ſufficient to make up that deficiency : = And: the Abbot, that his Brother might not 
loſe ſo fair an opportunity of advancing himſelf in the world, too eafily complied; 
and conveyed to him theſe ſeveral eſtates of the Monaſtery, Part of Merebam with the 
Court of the Manor, Liveremere, Nachentune, Acholt; Bedeneftede, and Gerboldeſham ; 
which tranſaction was done privately, and without the knowledge and conſent of the 
Monks; it was not long however, before they diſcovered the whole affair ; and re- 
Proaching him with the wrong and injuſtice done to the Church, the Abbot thought 
proper to leave the Abby, and retire for the preſent to Aabolt, where with ſorrow and 
perturbation of mind, he fell ſick, and after continuing ſome little time in a languiſh- 
ing ſtate, he died very penitent for his paſt offence: his body was conveyed to Eh, 
and there buried. After his death, Guthmund refuſed to ſurrender up the eſtates; but 
was brought to compound with Thurflan the ſucceeding Abbot,” to hold them of the 
Church only during his life: however, in thoſe times of confuſion that followed im- 
mediately after, by the conqueſt of England,” Hugo de Munford a Norman Knight got 
poſſeſſion of them, and the Church was never able to recover them. — The death of 
 #Hilfric happened in the year 1065, when King Edward was in a very weak and de- 
_ clining ſtate of health; and Szigand®* Archbiſhop of Canterbury had then the chief 
management of affairs, who aſſumed to himſelf extraordinary degrees of authority, 
and abuſed it in many inſtances: as the Biſhopricks and Abbies became vacant, he 
took them into his hands, and kept them ſo, or filled them up, according to his will 
and pleaſure, and diſpoſed of the revenues of them: on the vacancy of the Abby of 
2 he took poſſeſſion, and received the profits: of it to his own uſe; and even after 
. an- Abbot was appointed, on ſome pretence or other, he ſtill retainee ome of the beſt 
belonging to the Church. However, to palliate this 1 injury, he ſeemed very 
dera to thoſe Monaſteries he held any conſiderable time in 1 : a8 as particularly 
to that of Eh, he gave largely both in Gold and Silver plate, for the ſervice of the 
Altar; and divers ornaments to the Church, a large Crucifix overlaid with Silver, 
as life; and the images of the Virgin Mary, and 
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4 beginning of the year 1066: the day after, F ara ſon of Earl Godin, 
agreeably, as it is ſaid, to the nomination of K. Edward, was elected by all the Great 
Men of the Nation, and on the ſame day was crowned: by Aured Archbiſhop 0 of af ork. 
Soon after, the Abby of Eh | having been ſome time vacant 15 the death of Wilfric, the 
King appointed THURSTAN' Abbot in his room; a man of approve virtue and 
moderation, who! was born at Withford near Eh, and had been bred up in the 
| Miter from a . me. was EY ry learned x bath. in Engle 15 and Latin. 0 
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_ HARALD began his reign with great popularity, in conſequence of his regard to Piety 
and Juſtice, and of his Affability and Courteouſneſs. No ſooner had he ſucceeded in 
repelling an invaſion of his Kingdom in the Northern parts by Harold Harfager King 
of Norway, than he was alarmed by the invaſion of his Kingdom by William Duke of 
Normandy at Pefneſe. He inſtantly marched with as much of his army as he could 

collect, to give him battle: the engagement laſted from ꝗ in the 1 till We | 
night, when Harald was killed and his army defeated. 4 
O Chriſtmas-day 1066, William was: crowned King at Ys Pminſler by Mare, hav 
ing firſt taken the oath, * that he would defend the holy Churches of God, and: their 
Governors, that he would govern the people ſubject to him, juſtly and prudently; 
© that he would enact juſt Laws, and cauſe them to be obſerved; and effectually hin- 
© der Rapines and unjuſt Judgments: but regardleſs of his Oath, he exerciſed the 
moſt tyrannical cruelties and oppreſſions towards the Nobility as well as Common 
people: and being determined to have the Norman Cuſtoms and Laws obſerved in 
England; he began his deſign with introducing Normans into. all places of truſt and 
profit, made them Biſhops, Abbots, and Governors of Counties, and by their means 
demanded an implicit ſubmiſſion to his Will. He depoſed Stigand Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury and Egelmar Biſhop of the Zan, with other en and Abbots, 
appointing Normans in their room. A? 
No wonder therefore that Thurſtan Abbot of Eh, as well from a ſenſe of has own 
4 A as from a grateful reſentment of the injury done to his Beneſactor King 
Harald, determined to ſupport the intereſt of Edgar Etbeling, whom he conſidered as 
the rightful heir of the Crown after Harald. He readily gave ſhelter to ſuch Engliſb 
Lords as fled into the e of Ely for ſecurity, particularly to Edwin Earl of Chefter and 
 -Morchar Earl of Northumberland, hoping from the natural ſtrength # 2 of the Country, 
being acceſſible only, and that in a few places, by boats, to make it a ſecure retreat, 
while inſurrections were raiſing in different parts of the Kingdom. Among others 
who joined them was Hereward ſon of Leofric Lord of Brunne or Burne in Lincoln- 
ſbire, who had the reputation of being one of the beſt ſoldiers in the age: during his 
; being in Flanders, the King, on the death of his Father had given his eſtate to Too de 
Tailboiſe, whom he diſpoſſeſſed by force of arms; and retiring into the Je of Ely, was 
elected General, and took all. neceſſary precautions to act both on the defenfive and 
offenſive againſt the Normans; who arrived in the beginning of the Summer 1069; a 
conſiderable body of them was ordered to guard the paſſes out of the Je on the 
Eaſtern ſide bordering. upon Suffolk; whilſt the King himſelf attempted to force a 
paſſage on the Weſtern ſide, by forming a bridge or cauſeway of near two miles in 
length over the fens, made of ſtraw, wood, and bags of earth. This work was ob- 
ſtructed by Hereward in ſeveral ſucceſsful ſallies. — During this Siege, the King was 
greatly diſconcerted by the ſucceſs of the combined armies of the Engliſh, Scots, and 
Danes, in taking York and putting his Garriſon to the ſword : He was obliged to 
march thither in perſon, and having bought off the Danes, ſubdued t the e and 
: exerciſed unheard of cruelties throughout that CONT: : Y 5 
np 3 Ig, e 8 "Eazy | 
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hanging over his head, affixed to the wall, ready for uſe, 


them, occaſioned by the anders thet Beſt 20. them for prote er 
the Kingdom, where a dearth prevailed about this time: —theſs things brought the 
Monks to think of means to provide for their own ſafety; and upon conſulting 
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202 KITO AN ANDIQUITIES- or 
-. EARLY in the Spring of the year 1070, he returned to the ſiege of the Jie of E 
encamping in a place oppoſite. to Mldrey, where, by means of a neck of land ſtretch. 


ing out into the fens, the paſſage is the narroweſt of all towards Cambridge: from 
hence he carried on his work, and formed a acroſs the river, which through the 


weight of water was Toon broken down. e by this diſaſter, the King 


retired to the Eaſtern fide of the Ie, and held a Council of War at Brandon, ihe 
it was reſolved to renew the attack at the ſame. place as before. Hereweard, during 


the King's ſtay at Brendon, was there in diſguiſe, and got intelligence of the King's 


deſign, and returning back, though not without the utmoſt danger, he diſguiſed him- 
ſelf in the habit of a common fiſherman, and ſet fire to their Magazines of Straw and 
Timber, and taking advantage of the Enemy's hurry and conſternation, made a fuc- 
ceſsful fally with his boats, and deſtroyed the forts they had erected." _ 

TR King, on this repeated diſaſter, retired to the Caſtle at Cambridge fall of re- 


ſentment; and confirmed to his Norman followers, the alienation he had before tnade 


of the Eſtates and Manors of the Monaſtery which were ſituate without the e. 
And indeed he could not have taken a more ready way to have obliged the Monks at 
Eh to ſubmit: they were willing enough to come to any terms with the King that he 
pleaſed to. impoſe upon them ; but had it not in their power to comply with or to 
aſſiſt the King in his Enterprize, being themſelves under military Goyernment. The 
Nobility and General Officers had their Refe&ions of Dinner and Supper at the Ab- 
bot's Table, and the other Officers at the Tables of the Monl each nen 


WHATEVER encouragement the Monks had at firſt given to A Exgkils 3 
who oppoſed the Conqueror and held out the e of Eh againſt him; the preſent 
ſituation of their affairs made them repent of the meaſures they had taken; they were 
very uneaſy under the conti Wa AACR pot and anxieties * 12 attend a 
ſtate of war; — add to this, a ſcarcit Annen 


among themſelves, they determined to ſubmit to the King, and caſt themſelves on his 
whrey : — but not without firſt ſounding the temper and diſpoſition of the ſoldiery, 
and endeavouring to perſuade the principal Officers to ſurrender the Ne upon as good 
terms as they could make: — but finding them reſolute to ſtand upon their defence, 
the Abbot and ſome of the Monks retired out of the Ju, and went to the King who 
was then at Warwick; and there imploring pardon, promiſed for the future to-behave 
as his faithful and true ſubjects. The Abbot was afterwards admitted to a private 
nce of the King, in which he informed him of the ſtate of the e, and the 


5 WER means to be uſed to ſubdue it, promiſing at the ſame time to uſe his utmoſt 


endeavours to bring it under his obedience ; —and then returned home. — The King 
a that time intent upon e . 2 Were mas where he 


* 4 4 * : * 
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judged it neceſſary ta have garriſons in readineſs to fuppreſs any inſurrections of the 
people; did not immediately return to the Ile of Ely, which being ſtill ſurrounded by 
his forces, he now thought himſelf 0 of, whenever he ſhould W fit to appear 
before it. 

Abou the beginning of the year 1071, Edwin Earl of Cheſter, who was one of 
them who at firſt engaged in the defign of holding out the He againſt the King, and 
was preparing to return thither again, was unfortunately killed in a mutiny of his 
own men: but his brother Earl Morchar, Siward Bearn an Engliſh Nobleman, and 
Egelwin Rifhop of Durham, with ſeveral others of the Engliſh Nobility, arrived by 
ſhipping in the Je, with reinforcements from Scotland. Intelligence of which 
being brought to'the King, he haſtened to bring his Army together, and marched at 
the head of it to carry on the ſiege." The ſituation and nature of the place being 
now better known by his Engineers, he endeavoured to provide againſt and avoid the 
errors and overſights that had been committed in the former attempts. On his 
arrival he encamped at the ſame place as before, and gave orders for perfecting the 
Cauſey over the fens, and for erecting forts and engines all the way, to ſecure them- 
ſelves and their works, which then at an immenſe expence of time and labour they 

were obliged to carry on through a deep, watery, and mooriſh ground, that would 
ſearce bear the weight of a man or any animal without ſinking: but beſides the bad - 
neſs of the foil in general, it was in many parts overgrown with ſedge and reeds, 
which intercepted their view, and prevented them from making choice of the moſt 
_ advantageous courſe, and occaſioned their being often interrupted in their way, by 


3 deep and dangerous pools of water : — theſe difficulties rendered the work exceeding 


tedious, fo that the fummer was far advanced before they had finiſhed it : and the in- 
elemency of the weather added much to the hardſhi ips of the Soldiers, and tempted 
them to frequent mutinies and deſertions. The Cauſey however was at length com- 
Pleated, and the Army marched onward; but found new difficulties from ſome deep 
Waters which lay between them and the firm land. — Boats were now to be fetched 

from a diſtance, and dragged through the fens, in order to carry the Soldiers on a 
floating bridge: the Iflanders were not unprepared to diſpute their paſſage, having 
thrown up a ſtrong intrenchment, and annoying them from a diſtance with a variety 
of miſſive weapons and ſtones. The King erected batteries for the protection of his 
on men, and in his turn put the Iſlanders into frequent diſorder, from which they 
ſeveral times rallied: — but at length through a ſypperiority of {kill in the uſe of 
military engines, victory declared for the King; — the Iftanders retreated and were 
ſlaughtered in great numbers, many were taken priſoners, and ſome few ſkulked out 
of the Me. Among the Nobility then taken were Earl Morchor, and Simard farnamed 
| Bearn, who were ſent Priſoners into Normandy, where they continued till the death 
of the King, A. D. 1087 Egeluin Biſhop of Durham, was ſent Priſoner to Abingdon, 
and died ſoon after. Others the King ſentenced to be impriſoned for life, ſome to 
| have their eyes put out, or their hands and feet to be ent off to remain living monu- 

ments of his Gifpleaſure, and to be a terror to fuch. as preformed ta * * autho- 


Eb Chron. Saxon. — Aua Waxerl. ad annum 1071, 
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rity. Hereward only of all the Leaders in this Confederacy had the good fortune to 
eſcape with a ſelect party of | his men; he lived long enough to reſtore himſelf to the 
King's favour, and to recover his patrimony, dying in peace many years after, and 
was interred in the Monaſtery of Croyland.” © 

" Tux King immediately upon his Victory had ſent a large detachment to Eh, to 
take poſſeſſion of the Monaſtery : and himſelf ſoon after paid his devotions at the 
Altar of St. Etbeldreda, with an offering of one Mark of Gold. — The Monks were 


all that time ſtrictly guarded, and kept ſo much in ignorance of what was tranſ- 


acting within their walls, that they did not ſuſpe& any thing of the King's being 
there, till after he was gone, they were informed of it by Gilbert Earl of Clare; 
from him at the ſame time they found that the King was highly diſpleaſed with 
their conduct. By his and ſome other Great Men's mediation the King con- 
deſcended to accept of 700 Marks, which was afterwards upon a flight pretence 
augmented to 1000. 1 . „ . | 
ee „ » 


b together, untyll ſuch . as Belaſyus Generall of the Kings Army in thys ſervice, of whom cer- 


% 


aſſerts, [Palzograph. Britan. ut 9 7 I have nothing to object, but that no authority is cited to 
ſuppo „from the account above given, that Aldrey Cauſey was firſt 


made during the ſiege, and that it has been from time to time occaſionally repaired, and ſo con- 


2 6 — 
1 * 
1 * 
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* tramitem præbuit, et inſulam pedibus acceſſibil 
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' Tus King, for political reaſons, was too much inclined to take all advantages 
againſt the Engliſb Nobility, the Biſhops and Prelates of the Church; and had a! ready 

b his own authority removed moſt of the Engl;/h Noblemen from their offices in 
che ſtate, and put Normans in their room; and though he forbore making uſe of his 
power in ejecting the Biſhops and Prelates, yet he found the Pope very willing to 
come into all his meaſures, 1 in modelling the Church ; for which purpoſe he had ſent 
his Legates to preſide in the Council held at Vincheſter, who had depoſed thoſe who 
were moſt obnoxious to the King, and replaced them with Normans : and Tj; burſftan 
. our Abbot, though virtually pardoned of all tranſgreſſions againſt the King, by the 


payment, and the King s acceptance of the 1000 Marks; yet was ſummoned to a 


„Council, and called in queſtion for ſome ſuppoſed male-adminiſtration or inſuf- 
ficiency in his office, (what it was, is not mentioned ;) and it appeared, the King in- 


8 tended his deprivation, and had provided a Monk of Jumiege in Normandy to ſucceed 
him; but by the Abbot's prudent conduct and his irreproachable life, the deſign was 
dropped; and he ſubſeribed to the Conſtitutions of that Council, with the Biſhops 


| and the reſt of the Abbots there preſent. — He died the latter end of the year 1072, 
| leaving his Monaſtery 1 in an unſettled ſtate, and a number of Soldiers quartered upon 
it, and moſt of it's poſſeſſions without the Ve {ll i in the hands of thoſe Nermans to 


hom ws King had 285 them. he” 
 THEOD WIN, Abbot VIII. 


* 


and brought into his Treaſury; at the ſame time the King's Officers took away a 


conſiderable ſum of Gold and Silver that the Monks had laid up at Wintewortbe, in 


order to repair the loſſes they had ſuſtained, and to purchaſe new plate for refurniſh- 


ing the Altar; and alſo the rich Cope given them by Stigand Archbiſhop of Canter 


bury, and carried them all to the King's Treaſury at Wincheffer. The King had long 


. before fixed on THE OD WIN a Monk of Jumiege, well known in the Norman Court, 


for the ſucceſſor of Thurſtan ; and now he ſent for him over, and appointed him 
. Abbot of Ely. But when he came, and found that the King had ſeized all the moſt 


1 valuable furniture of the Church, he refuſed to accept the Office, unleſs the King 


*y - would order all the Gold and Silver and Jewels, to be reſtored. The King thought 
t to gratify him; the ſpoils of the Church were returned, and then he undertook _ 


the Charge. — The new Abbot was a foreigner, as were all thoſe whom the King 


| promoted to any conſider able office i in the Church ; but it may be juſtly remarked, 
that thoſe who were preferred by him were generally men of eminent worth and of 
; diſtinguiſhed characters; and ſuch was N heodwin, one that had the welfare and ſplen- Ts 


Adar of his Monaſtery at heart.— He was preſent in the Council under Larfranc held 
in St. Pauls London, A. P. 1075, to the Conſtitutions of which he ſubſcribed; 3 and 


- dice the latter end. of that. year, on the 4th day of December, x after having been 
; only two years and an u half 9 8 and not 3 8 received the uſual nen of { 


Benedictionn. 1 : 5 The 


IIb Eben. MS. ien as, «id g * Wilts Conc, Mg Brit. vol ee 
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s Rc as the King was informed of the death of 7 Jurflan, be ſent to Ehn and 
ordered the Plate that remained and all their moſt valuable effects to be ſeized» 
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during the V. acancy. ; 


1 * wedlateh after the death of Theodwin,* Eudo the Sewer, Villa 4 Baſu, a and 
1 Anger, Great Officers of the King, were ſent down by him to Eh, and in the 
385 Preſence of the Sheriffs made an Inventory of the Moveables of the Church, which 
was certified by the Abbot of St. Edmund s-Buty. And the King appointed Godfrey, 
one of the Monks who had been brought over from Normandy with Theodwin the late 
Abbot, and had under him the chief management of all affairs relating to the Mo- 
naſtery, to take upon him the adminiſtration of the- Abby, till the King ſhould fix 
on an Abbot. Godfrey continued to govern the Monaftery in all reſpects as if he 
had been really Abbot, excepting in name, near 7 years; and was in great favour with 
the King, from whom he obtained many advantages to the Monaftery. ' _ 
_ Iristo the time of Godfrey s adminiſtration, I apprehend, that what is Foodie 
* certain Knights. and Gentlemen quartered on 'the Monaſtery, and whoſe Arms 
were afterwards ſet up in the Refectory or Great Hall there, is to be referred. They 
appear to have been moſt of them Gentlemen of the beſt Families in the Kingdom, 
and Officers in the King's Army, ſent down by the King to be maintained, mA 
the vacancy, at the charge of the Abby, till he could otherwike provide for them, or 
that he had occaſion for their immediate ſervice; and they had their refeAMtns con- 
ſtantly in the Common-Hall with the Monks; with whom they lived in uch perfect 
harmony, that when they were called away to go into Normandy, on the Inſurrection 
of Robert the King's Son, in the year 1077, or 1078; the Monks were fo well pleaſed 
"with their: company, that they could'not part with them without regret; and when 
ceſ * and ſing- 
Ing; and there reſpect ully took their leave of them. Some further account of theſe 
DH Knights and Gentlemen = be ſeen in the- e Numb. ho and TIE Ps 
E in Plate XIII. 


Jourabie ſentinients towards the Monaſtery than he 1 
doubt, the high reſpect that the Monks had ſhown to thoſe vj ed __ oa itle! 


3 5 . PRs Me King had ſent to live with them, in ſome. "meaſure contributed, and reconciled ; 


bis mind towards them. In the mean time, the Libe 
; bse, and ſome of the eſtates belonging to it, were Mill i in the hands. 
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5 WE. Bur at length the king Was: ren n d on, to e MEN Rights e * ee to 
be inquired into, and legally determined; and directed 0 Biſhop' of Barirux, his 

: rother, Chief Juſticiary of England, to ſummon ſever i of the 3 e K od 
out precepts to the Sheriffs of the Counties wherein th 4 

ys by. f- £3 th bs A to attend at a a certain time and Place, for . dh. 
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cordingly, a very great Aſſembly met together at Keng/ord, now à ſmall village in 

5 Suffolk bordering upon Cambredge/dire, on the ad of April, A. D. 1080; where among 

others were preſent Gegſrid Biſhop of Conflance, Richard ſon of Earl Gilbert, Heimo 
the King's Sewer, [Dapifer,]' Four Abbots, Baldwin of St. Ednunſbury, Wifwold of 

Chertſey, Ulfchetel of Crowland, and Alfwold Abbot of Holme, who are called the King's 
Deputies, ¶ Legati Regis; ] allo theſe Sheriffs with their Officers and Attendants, Picat 

and Euftace, Ralph and Walter Deputies for Roger and Robert; Hardwin de Eſcalers, 

Mido, Miner, Mibumer, Odo, Godric, Norman, Colſuin, Godwin; alſo a great many 
other reſpectable Knights, ¶ Milites probati,] both French and Engliſh, of the four 

Counties of Efex, Hertford, Huntendon, and Bedford : and there the Rights, Cuſtoms, 
and Liberties of the Abby were judicially examined, and fully diſcuſſed; and it was 

clearly proved and afterwards finally adjudged, by the Court; That the holy Queen 

[Etheldreda] had full and entire right and dominion in her: poſſeſſions from the be- 

ginning; that it appeared, by the Charter of King Edgar, King Etbelreg, and King 

Eduard, that theſe rights were reſtored to the Church of Ely by King Edgar at the 

_ inſtance of Ecbelwald Biſhop of Winchefter, and other holy Men; ſo as to be clearly 

xempt from the interpoſition of all Secular Power; and that a ſolemn denunciation 
of divine vengeance is denounced againſt thoſe who ſhall maliciouſly attempt to vio- 
late thoſe gt All which proceedings of the Court being certified to the King 
by his Barons; he was pleaſed to iſſue out his Precept to the Sheriffs of the ſeveral 
Counties to ook the Church of Zin poſſeſſion of all the Rights, Cuſtoms, ant 

_ Privileges it enjoyed at the time of King Edward's death; and as they had been 
folenuily adjudged, by the teſtimony of thoſe Counties, before his Barons, at 1 
Court held at Kentford by his Order, for that purpoſe.*. _ 

Tuxsz were the chief tranſactions regarding the Church of Eb, during the 4 
miniſtration of Monk Godfrey; and which tended to the re-eſtabliſhing of peace and 
good order in the Abby, and recovering all their affairs from that confuſion into 
which they had been brought, by the Monks oppoſing the Conqueror, and defending 

the 7. _— him. 1 ny FORAGE: — viz. 1081, Godfrey who had governed 

| f 1 Bs | nen dation, but without the Title of Abbot, | 

King pr NOLEC OE ene N. e - 


1 "of Windher, aud Trier af Wer Church Ws by che Bing s 
hes He Was elated in blood to the King, as. 4s mae 4 Brothe [the Bithopigf  '. 
1 ;+and had been educated a Monk in the Monaſtery of St. Olen in the . 

of Rouen, and thence made Prior of #inchs fer. He was a venerable old man, when 
be nas eee 40 Dh, a an miable cha adden PURE difingui 0 d for his _ : 


Ja 182 e W rime $53, edit ab initio; et Regum Kar. et © Zthelredi, et 

5 i batur priviſegiis, quod e et maxime Ethel woldi reſtaurata ſunt ob 54 
det ab offifm-Secularium poteſtate copioſe redemp ta commercio; et maligne renitentibus conſcripta 1 5 
iet conclamata dampnationis imprecatio.“ ibid. See Se e 3 55 1 1 9 4 
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lent temper, 130 charitable diſpofition of mind. On his coming hither; he Kun: 
the affairs of the Abby till in ſome diſorder; for notwithſtanding the care that had 
been taken by the late Adminiſtrator, and the King's reſtoring their Liberties, Priviz 
| leges, and Cuſtoms in all their poſſeſſions;'\ ſeveral of the: Manors and Lands belong. 
ing to it, were in the hands of ſome great and powerful men, who claimed them, 
either as having been given to them by the King, or on other pretences refuſed to 
reſtore them to the Church. The Abbot thereupon applied to the King; who was 
pleaſed to iſſue out a Precept to Lanfranc Archbiſhop of Canterbury,” the Earl of 
Moriton, and the Biſhop of Conſtance, to ſummon again the ſeveral Counties, that 
were at the former trial of the Liberties of the Church, with as many of the Kings 
Barons who were there preſent, and could conveniently be called together again; - alſo. 
thoſe who were Tenants of the Church lands: — And when they were met together, 
to chooſe a competent number of thoſe Engh/bmen, who knew What Lands belonged: 
to the Church, when King Edward died; and what theſe declared, they were to teſtify 
on oath — After which, they were to reſtore to the Church all the. Demeane- lands, 
which it was in poſſeſſion of at the time of King Edward's death ; excepting t thoſe: 
which certain perſons claimed, as having been given them by the King; concerning, 
which, they were to certify the King, what they were, and who were then in poſleſ-. 
ſion of them: — And as for the Thein-lands, the Tenants of ſuch, were to agree- 
with the Abbot as well as they could; and if they did not chooſe to do fo, then thoſe 
lands were to remain to the Church. This is the purport of the King's Commiſſion; 5 
and though the proceedings on it are not ſet down at large; yet it appears, by ſeveral _ 
other writs : iſſued out afterwards, that the Abbot recovered poſſeſſion of ſeveral 
Manors which were in the hands of ſome powerful men at that time, namely the 
Manor of Bercham from Hugh de Montfort, Brucheſeueu from Richard Son of Earl 
Gilbert, Impintune from Picot Sheriff of the County, Three Hides of land from 
Hugh de Berners, One Hide from Remigius Biſhop of Lincoln, Two Hides from the 
Biſhop of -Bajeux the King's Brother, beſides ſeveral other parcels of ank 
As the Abbot was thus active in recovering the eſtates and increaſing the revenues 
of the Abby, ſo did he in other reſpects ſtudy to raiſe the credit of it, and to put it 


Ax: 


into a flouriſhing ſtate: his advanced age did not deter him from one great under 


taking, which he could never hope to ſee compleated in his days. His Brother the 
. Biſhop of „ inchefler had, about four years before, begun the rebuilding of that Ca- 
e rhedral Church in a ſtately manner; and our Abbot, laid the foundation of a new 


RN 


5 and magnifi cent Church, 3 ſoon after his coming hither. He had afftuent- fortunes of 


his own. and the revenues of the Abby, which were great, to enable him; and he 
ſpared no Pains or coſt to carry on the building of his Church with e wand 1 1 
making other improvements in the buildings of the Monaſter . 6 
IN the mean time, the Abbot was the leſs ſolicitous about the ceremony 56 . ; 
aten which it was uſual for all Abbots to receive ſoon after their appointment; 
Which Was delayed on account of a new claim made by Remigius Biſnop gf Lincoln, 


to pe fora that office, But as the Abby of 20 was ee from the Joy 1 ction of 
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of the Dioceſe, and had uninterruptedly enjoyed the privilege of chooſing 
whatores Biſhop they thought proper; to perform all Epiſcopal offices among them, 
the Abbot: diſclaimed the authority of the Biſhop-of Lincoln, and refuſed to receive 
Benediftion from him. Remigius being a Norman by birth and education, and unac- 
quainted with the cuſtoms and uſages of particular Monaſteries among the Exgliſʒ; 
inſiſted on his common right as Biſhop of the Dioceſe; and the Abbot as ſtrenuouſly 
oppoſed it; ſo the matter hung in ſuſpenſe two or three years: during which time 
the King interpoſed his authority, for putting an end to the diſpute; but without 
effect. One of the King's precepts is directed to Lanfranc Archbiſhop of Canterburys: 
Gosfrid Biſhop of Conftance, and Robert Earl of Moriton, to prohibit Remigius Biſhop- 
of Lincoln from requiring new cuſtoms; for the King willed he ſhould have only 


fuch as his Predeceſſor had in the time of King Edward: — by another directed to | 


Lanfranc, he is commanded to view the Charters of the Abbot, and if it appears that: 
the Abbot of Ely is to receive Benediction by the King's appointment; in«that caſo, , 
: Lanfranc i is ordered to perform that office himſelf : A third is directed to Lanfranc: 


Archbiſhop, Gogfrid Biſhop, and Earl Robert, to cauſe Simeon to receive Benediction- 


according to the Cuſtom of the Abby, and in conformity with the King's former: 
writs: —And by another to Lanfranc and Gosfrid; the King wills, that the Bene-- 
dition of the Abbot of Ely, which Biſhop Remigius demands, be reſpited, till the: 
King is informed by their letters, whether Remigius had proved, or conld . that 
his Predeceſſors had performed that office to the Abbots of Ely.“ 

As the ceremony of Epiſcopal Benediction was thought material in order to com- 


4 plete the character of an Abbot; and. there was no likelihood of ſeeing an end put 


to the preſent diſpute, Simeon alſo: being very old and infirm; his Brother Waltelin 
_- Biſhop of Finchefter, not willing that he ſhould-die without it, earneſtly preſſed him 
to wave for the preſent the: privileges of his Abby, - and comply with: the Biſhop of. 
1 Lincoln's demand: to- this our Abbot conſented, and went without the knowledge of 


his Monks, (and; reeeived the Benediction from him; having firſt obtained of him. 


this expreſs: condition, that it ſhould not for the future be conſidered as a:precedent; 
| but that every ſuce 
and as freely as before.** 
| let ſoon as the Monks, who were very: analog of their rights and prtvilges;. 
his conduct; and carried: their Wanne againſt him ſo high, as to diſown him for 
Liberties * Fes ry he Acton of his Brother the Biſhop-of: Vincbhoſter, who em- 
75 ployed his good offices between them; and in conſideration of the real worth of the 
Abbot, and the eminent 1 er ioes- he * oy" att was nn for en a r- 
„ re was effected. S 
"In the year 1086, the Ling? Nein Ani et nis 10 Savory" off Dog 
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med of this affair, they were much:diſpleaſed-with the Abbot, they cenſured: 


upon in the invidious light of the betrayer of their 
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minded the n and Abbots, and all his Bares and Other chat held their lands 
0 by Kniyhts-ſervice- to attend Him at Salisbury the iſt of Auguſt, with their full 
complement of men; and there he received of them an oath of fealty ; and went 
_ afterwards to the e of W:ght,, and thence took ſhipping for Normandy. It was pro- 
bably at this time that the tenure of Knight-ſervice was fixed by a perpetual law on 
the Church; for our Author, immediately before, mentioning the King's laſt voyage 
into Normandy, tells us, The King eſtabliſhed it by a perpetual decree, that thence- 
forth whenever the Kings of England went forth with their Army; all who held their 
lands by that tenure, ſhould be ready to attend him and perform that ſervice; and 
Tp: no one of whatever degree or quality, preſume to diſobey this edict.” *  _ 
Wu the tenure by Knights-ſervice was firſt impoſed by the King on the Church, 
is not certain; probably in the year 1970; 3 but it was then looked upon as the 
greater burden, becauſe the Church- lands had been free from that and many other 
ſecular ſervices under the Saxon Kings. Such Liberties and Privileges had been for- 
merly granted to the Clergy in the earlieſt of thoſe times, that their lands were wholly 
exempt from contributing to the expences of the Government, to which all other 
lands were ſubject: but afterwards, when by the liþerality of our Kings and the 
Nobility, the lands given to the Church, grew conſiderable; the neceſſities of the 
State required the continuation of ſome ſervices to which they were liable whilſt in 
lay-hands, even after they were given to the Church; accordingly in moſt of the 
grants of La ad to the Church in the times of the latter Saxon Kings, there was a re- 
ſerve of three kinds of ſervice, that is, ſubſidy in time of War, and for building and 
repairing of Caſtles and Bridges; from which none were exempt, except Pere the 
Ancient demeans of the Church. But when the King impoſed Knight-ſervice on the 
Church, the Biſhops and Abbots became in courſe his Barons, (and were {0 hold 
. their lands immediately of him; in conſequence of which tenure, whenever the King 
_ proper to raiſe his Army, he ſent out his Writs directed to the Sheriffs of 
ann.. is Barons, Spiritual as well as Temporal, to be ready at 
ſuch a tim: e, to perform their ſervice in the war, according to the 
of Fees he had 3 impoſed on them; and they were all ordinarily oblig 
perſonal attendance on the King, with their full complement of men ready furniſh 
with horſes and arms: — unleſs the King pleaſed to excuſe them, and t0-accept of 
1 which was a certain ſum, according to the number of fees ſo held, inftead 
thereof. Our Abbot, among many others, with the advice of his Monks, applied 1 
E to the King, with the offer of any ſum of money he ſhould think fit to require, in 
: caſed of this burden: but the King who had fixed he. number of 40 
eben on the Abby, refuſed to make any alteration in the meaſures he had 
; bee ; n ordered n withou ene Keen that number of bare 2 
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cuſtody of the Ila, and to be in readineſs for his ſervice, whenever he ſhould have 
occaſion to demand them, — The Abbot was forced to comply, and when he returned 
home, according to the King's command, took into his pay the ſtated number of 
Soldiers, from among his tenants and dependants, and others who were willing to 
enter into his ſervice, and farniſhed them with arms, and kept them in the Monaſtery ; 
and all theſe Soldiers received their daily allowance in victuals and ſtipends from the 
Cellerer of the Abby. This method of providing for the Soldiery, was how 
ever very troubleſome and inconvenient, as well as chargeable; ſo that the Monks 
| ſoon grew tired of it; and on deliberation judged it more expedient, and for the ad- 
vantage of the Abby, to ſet apart ſome of their eſtates for that purpoſe : this was 
done by granting divers of their Lands and Manors to be held of the Church by 
Knights-ſervice;" whereby the tenants of ſuch Lands and Manors, were obliged by 
their tenure, to provide ſuch a number of Knights or Soldiers properly equiped, as . 
their lands were ſeverally ſet at; to be at the King's diſpoſal, whenever he demanded ED 
that ſervice of the Church. On this occaſion ? ſeveral of the King's Officers and 
great Men, who had formerly got poſſeſſion of ſome of the Church-lands, and could 
fily be diſpoſſeſſed; came into a compoſition with the Abbot, and agreed to 
Hold them wy ar My among when, were Picot Sheriff of the County of Cam- 
bride, Roger Bigod, Hardin de Eſcalers, and others. The lands thus granted be- 
came eſtates of inheritance to the Grantees, as long as they continued to perform 
their ſervice; the Church ſtill reſerving a kind of property in them; ſo that on every 
demiſe, the Heir did homage to the Abbot, before he was admitted to his lands. The 
eſtates thus held of the Church, were all enrolled in a regiſter, kept in the Monaſtery 
for that purpoſe, and alſo the Names of thoſe who held wane Nene Wien =_ 5 
number of fees, or parts of fees, held by each tenant. 
Kine William the Conqueror died in Normandy Sept. 9, 1087, Satin firſt apts 
ed his ſecond Son "William ſurnamed Rufus, to ſucceed him in the Crown of England; 
who was ſoon after crowned accordingly: during whoſe whole reign, the Monks of c =_ 
Ely qere under continual oppreſſion, from the corruptions that prevailed in the | E SM 
Court, On the inſurrection that broke out the following Spring, in favour of his 
_ eldeſt Brother Robert; the new King took occaſion, not only of demanding the whole 
| military ſervice that his Father had impoſed on all the Churches, but laid a greater 7 
burden on ſome of them; particularly he required of the Seren oh, Bb, the ad- 
tional number of forty men, to be then ſent to his army, fo a up the 
| whole number eighty; which was double the number the late Kin had charged on 
bby Tarn an. ener demand of the King, greatly affecte 
Abbo great a infirn | hard on him; for in the ſeven 
lifes of. his life adden ee ig to. be able to ſtir abroad out , = 
5 ths tat and for re ene, e fore | 20 death was confined to his Re 0 


lands at large «app the n 2 es be longing. to the Abby 5 0 e * — 4 | 
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bed. wa had FEM the time of his firſt coming hither ſet his heart on 6 inlpcovide the 
| buildings of the Monaſtery, and had now finiſhed ſeveral new offices for the Monks; 


but the new Church he had begun to build, though the work was ſtill carrying on 
during his life; yet it moved flowly, partly for want of ſufficient means to carry it on, 


ferred the Abby of St. E 
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and partly through the neglect of thoſe to whom the Abbot had committed the care 
of it; ſo that it remained unfiniſhed at the time of his death; which happened on St. 
Edmund's day, November 20, 1093. after he cm lived © 100 e 18 8 and Bo- 


_— this Abby 13 years. 4h : 


Vin and Corruption hardly ever more e in ale kingdom than at t this 


time; the King himſelf in all his proceedings evidenced a ſtrong propenſity both to 
avarice and prodigality; and his Miniſters ma 
to gratify thoſe his predominant paſſions. His chief Miniſter was Ranulf Flambard a 
Norman of mean extraction, but bold and artful ; who had the addreſs of inſinuating 


E uſe- of every occaſion that offered, 


himſelf into the King's favour; and was chiefly valued by his Maſter; for his ſagacity 


an the ways and means of raiſing extraordinary ſums of money on. the Subject, and 
filling the Exchequer. On which account the King promoted him to moſt of the 


Principal Offices in the Kingdom; and made him at the ſame time his Chief Juſ- 
ticiary, and Chancellor, and intruſted him with the management of the whole revenue 
of the Crown. It was by his advice and perſuaſion, that the Temporalties of all the 
Biſhopricks and Abbies in the patronage of the Crown were uſually ſeized, as ſoon 
as they became vacant, and the lands and eſtates belon ging to them oftentimes kept 
many. years in the King's hands, being all that time let to farm, to thoſe who would 
give moſt money for them; and were never filled en in Rat: Rh: without lome 
ſimonical contraſt. e 5 
No ſooner was the Aeath of 3 our Abbot known at ont” but 5 if if ſent 
and cauſed an Inventory to be made of all the goods and effects belonging to the 
Monaſtery, and in the King's name took Poſſelign of the Abby-lands and eſtates; 
which were ſoon let to farm, and the profits thereof yearly returned to the King's 
Treaſury; and continued fo near ſeven years oa that, i is, to the day of the 
King's death, i which happened on the 2d of Auguſt, 4. p. 1100. 
HENRY the youngeſt Son of William the Conqueror ſucceeding to the Kingdoin, was | 
crowned by Mauritius Biſhop of London and Thomas Archbiſhop of York on Come 
the 5th of Auguſt, 1100, being the fourth day after the death of the late King. 
Which day of his Coronation, he reſtored the Liberties of the Church, that had bo . 
4o notoriouſly invaded by his Brother; and promiſed: to fill t > vacant Biſhopricks . 
and Abbies immediately; to aboliſh all the ill Caſtoms the unj juſt claims and de- 
mands of the Crown, introduced in the late reign; and to reſtore the Laws of King 
Edward, according to the emendations made by his Father: on the ſame day he con- A 
nund on Robert Son of Hugb Earl of Cheſter, and 
's the gon of Earl G5 :. RN «13 „ 
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5 IcH ARD, Abbot of Ely, was a Native of A ah deſcended FIRE two 
IX of the Nobleſt Families in that Dukedom, that came into England with William 
the Conqueror.” His Father Richard (Son of Gilbert Earl of Ewe in Normandy, i) had 
the Lordfſhips of Clare in Suffolk, and Tunbridge in Kent, with other great poſſeſſions 

ſtowed on kum by the King, and was ſome time Chief Juſticiary of England: and 
his Mother, whoſe Name was Robeſia, was Daughter of Walter Giffard* Earl of 
| Buckingham. Richard Was brought up from his infancy in the Monaſtery of Bec in 
Normandy, where he very early embraced the Monaſtic life, was an ornament to his 
profeſſion, and became eminent for his learning, eſpecially in Philoſophy and Divinity: 
he had continued in that Monaſtery about thirty years, when to the general ſatiſ- 
faction of the Court, both Clergy and Laityy he WOE knen im on the Nr of i) 
his Coronation to the Abby of Eh. 

Soo after his promotion, Robert Bet Biſhop oy Laa iet Fs ale of 
piving him the Benediction; and in ſupport of it, alledged as a precedent, his Prede- 
ceſſor Remigiuss givin * Benediction to Simeon the late Abbot. But our Abbot 
. oppoſed it, and inſiſting on the known privileges of his Monaſtery, 
refuſed to ſubmit to his authority; and as to the particular inſtance produced, he 
_ flearly proved, that it was irregular, unjuſtly exacted by Remigius, and invalid, as 
being contrary to the Liberties granted to his Abby by ſeveral Royal Charters; and 
| moreover was by expreſs agreement, 1 never to be urged as a precedent. At length; the 
Biſhop not being able to make out his claim, the controverſy dropped; and as it 
happened, the ceremony of Benediction was never more performed on an Pane 
of Eh, either by the Biſhop « of Lincoln, or by any other Biſhop whatſoever, © * 

Tux "Abbot now being a little at leiſure to attend the affairs of his e 

the pri ileges and liberties whereof he had been ſo ſolicitous to maintain; begun to 
form! in his mind 4 plan for its future credit and welfare; of 1 improving the Build= 
ings ; and in particular,” by carrying on the New Church begun -by his predeceſſor 
Simeon, Which work had been neglected ever ſince his death; and alſo of increaſing 
te number of Monks, 3 and filling the vacancies with perſons of character and 
reputation. But whilſt he was thus engaged, and taking the neceſſary meaſures for 
carrying his deſigns into execution; he found himſelf obliged to lay them aſide for 
the preſent; being ſummoned to attend a General Council held at Weſtminſter, i in the 


Fear 1102 1 Which, in its nene 18 Jn to SINE PR 4 out * * ST 1 
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Tris: Council was: held about ee It was: 1 eonii (ith _ King's con- 

"i Ws by Anſelm Archbiſhop: of Canterbury, WhO preſided at it; moſt of the Biſhops 


3nd Abbots, of England v ce preſent, a5 uſual; and beſides theſe, the Temporal 
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Lords were Jefired to attend, to add to the folemnity, and enforce FS e of 
the Conſtitutions, of it, — Several Conſtitutions relating to Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, 
were accordingly enacted ; The firſt was a revival of the ancient Canons of the 
Church againſt Simony; * which they proceeded immediately to put in execution; 
and ſeveral Abbots preferred in the late reign, being found guilty, were deprived of 
their Abbies on that account; there were alſo ſome other Abbots depoſed from their 
Office, not for Simony, as Eadmer,* who was preſent at this Council [expreſſly | 
affirms; but for ſome other reaſons, the particulars of which he does not mention; 
among theſe latter. were Richard our Abbot of Eh, and Robert Abbot of St. 
Edmunds 8. e 
By the account ginn by « our r Author 3 of this 1 the Abbot 85 Ehy's 8 depoſition 
was owing to the factions prevailing at that time. at Court, and the envy and ani 
moſity of ſome great perſons about the King. He tells us, That the two Noble 
Families, the Deſcendants of Earl Gilbert, that of Walter Giffard Earl of Buckingham, 
(to both which our Abbot was early related in blood,) made the greateſt figure of 
any in the Kingdom at that time: they were poſſeſſed of vaſt eſtates of inheritance, 
and by their inter-marriages, . and Family-connexions, were grown ſo power- 
ful, as to raiſe the envy of moſt of the other Nobility : affecting ſtate and magnifi- 
ence in every thing about them, whenever any of them appeared abroad, at Court, 
or rin other Wack aſſemblies, it was with ſuch a train of their relations, and de- 
pendants and armed ſervants, as ſeemed to ſtrike terror, and to demand reſpect and 
deference from all perſons 5 met; which ue occaſion to Pane: dean as 
diſputes between their attendants, and tho 
many enemies. A ſtrong party at Court was forte 3 Sets rs to he. 
advantage of any occalion that offered, to irritate the King's mind againſt them,. by 
reſenting this haughty carriage and behaviour as an inſult on Majeſty itſelf, The 

Council that met this year, giving them a fair opportunity. of ſhowing, their reſent - 

ment; A ad Wop" wah. mei of 1 apd 6 prompt ure e 40 be IO 


King's ile ters fd ae of Contempt of the 1459 8 not paying 1 that 


ns and, Down: that he ought to nh, wall. other great Men did: one par- 
pt . ticular 


3 Fuller, 1 8 e £hnt ann e's of Sicnony i ob en te 


© not taken in the r acceptation, for ſuch as were promoted to their places by money; but ir- "WP 


< new-coyned ſenſe of that word; for thoſe who were advanced to their Dignities by inveſtiture 
< from the King.“ Ch. Hiſt. Book iii, pag. 19.—But as thoſe who'were deprived: there on a Simo- 
niacal account, had been promoted in the late Reign, when venality of Church, preferments was ſo 
notorious; there is no reaſon to take the word in any other ſenſe ag big what 1s 20 — Beſides, if 
| receiving by inveſtiture their e 1 been meant; then Richard our Abbot, who fete 
his Abby by inveſtiture from. the King, from the Pope's Letter to Anſelm, Eadmeri 
Hiſt. Nov. lib. iv. p. 87.) had Mn 1880 5 me Cenſure; i is expreſsly denied by Eadmer. 
- 2 © Abſque Simonia vero remoti ſunt ab Abbatiis, pro. ſua quiſque capla, Richards de Heli, <c 
Robertus de Sancto Edmundo.” 8 n 67. 5 1 Elen. M68. N 


„„ 
* 1 a 3 0 8 *. e FSR 5 r 9 I. 
> OM N 
TY 


* 
. 
3 


THE CONVENTUAL CHURCH OF ELY. 115 
ggeular inſtance brought againſt him, and that might poſſibly be conſtrued to have 
been done in contempt of the King, was, That the Abbot on ſome occaſion or other, 
had ignominiouſly treated one of the King's ſervants, his Jeſter, who had reflected on 
him; ſo as to order him to be violently thruſt out of doors." It is difficult at this 
time, to find any thing that may give further light into this affair; the proſecution 
>: Sachs to have been intended only to mortify the Abbot's pride, and that of the two 
|. © - great Families, to which he was related. However, matters were ſo ordered, that 
A 5 Sacre of Deprivation was paſſed on him. Richard, who thought the Sentence 
unjuſt, appealed from it to the Court of Rome; and being ordered to deliver up his 
. Paſtoral Staff, refuſed to ſurrender it to the King but 1 ſet out for Ely, 

and with the conſent of the Monks, laid it up in the Church. 
As the Rite of 1 re gave occaſion to great diſputes and animoſities beten 
D p Anſelm, about this time, and had ſome influence on all 
affairs; it t will not be improper juſt to touch upon it. —It had long been 
uſtom of our Kings, in diſpoſing of the Biſhopricks and Abbies in their 
2, to give the perſon elected, poſſeſſion of his preferment by Inveſtiture, that 
8 on of delivering to him a Ring and Paſtoral. Staff. This Cuſtom, 
earance of conferrin ſpiritual authority, though perhaps intended 
means os guad the Elect in poſſeſſion of the Temporalities annexed to 
his Office 3 bad ae o N erilſernned. in the Council of Clermont, under Pope 
dee 1. A -D; 1095 ;—a Council held at Rome under the ſame Pope, 
rh ich Anſel eſen nt). it! was declared, that all * — who <=" 
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1 —— Thus the matter reſted till the 
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* 10 Ea © eceiying no ſatisfactory anſwer from Rome, 
ing g Inveſtiture to- thoſe who were lected to vacancies; and 
to co ite any 9 Fho were ſo inveſted; except 
1 1 the King, before 
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Agde s return to England : but the King would: not nt to it, unleſs he would 
alſo conſecrate the others who had been inveſted: fince 3 and this the 
refuſed to comply with. Whereupon the King applied to Gerard Arch | 
York to conſecrate them, who readih | 
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THE CONVENTVUAL CHURCH OF ELY. 117 
rn preſent ſtate of his affairs affording him leiſure and opportunity, he reſumed 
the work he had already made proviſion for, and had in part entered upon before his 

troubles, that of carrying on the new Church begun by his predeceſſor Simeon; i to 

which he applied himſelf with the utmoſt diligence and attention of mind; inſomuch 

; that thenceforward he was continually employed in it to the time of his death; but 

he was the more anxious about the proſecution of this work, becauſe he fully in- 

755 tended to have the Bodies of St. Etbeldreda and the other Saints tranſlated e 
and was above all things deſirous of ſeeing it done in his life-time.* 
IN tlie year 1106, the Eaſtern part of the Church being finiſned and ond con- 

: venient for the performance of Divine Service in it; our Abbot began to make pre- 
parations for a ſolemn tranſlation of the Saints out of the old Church into the new; 
the day fixed udn was e the 17th, being the day of St. Etbeldreda's former 

tranſlatio ectable and eminent perſons both of the Clergy and 

5 4 gt ty wer « PN 3 among whom were Anſelm Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and ſeveral 

| ce Biſhops; The Archbiſhop however, did not come; and ſeveral others that 

v 44 I 0 ined; au chemſelves. On the day appointed, there were preſent Herbert 

„ Norwich, Aldwin Abbot of Ramſey, Richard Abbot of St. Alban's; Gunter 

Þorne ” and 1 id Abbot of Perſbore, Nicholas Archdeacon: of Lincoln, and 

yy other reſpectable perſons who met together, and joined the Abbot and Monks 

Ely; all of them going in orderly and ſolemn proceſſion into the Old Church, 

where the body of St. Erbeldreda lay inſhrined in her Marble Coffin; and there wait- 

3 2 great reverence and devotion, whilſt preparations were making for removing 

5 eager e e as evt ry thing was ready for conveying the Body, they returned 

in like manner; going before it with ſinging and praiſe, into che New Church, where | 


%. was © de 575 ble over againſt the High Altar, in the place before-hand prepared to 
dee it Aſter which Herbert Biſhop of Norwich; made a moſt eloquent and 
5 es. 5 het ick diſcourſe to the eee on the Life and Death, and. Miracles, and 
tte Wonderful ir corruption of the body of St. Etheldreda ; which finiſhed that part 


ty. In like manner were the. three remaining. Bodies of St. Sexburgaz 
Ermenilda,' and St. Withburga, removed the ſame day, and tranſlated into the 
New Ch ah and placed in the following order: —Sexburga 1 more Eaſlward; or at 
the feet al Etheldreda; 3 Ermenilda on the South⸗ſide, that is on the right hand; | 
ind :thhin he Nor h-ſide, or the left hand of Erheldreda : on the Weſt, 
_ Frontins - the of "E#beldreda,, was there an Altar raiſed, which was called 
alter "her Name, St. Btbeldreds 8 Altar. Our Abbot having thus far ſucceeded 
in his ines, did not however-intermithis zeal for going on with the building of 
. hy 15 en ao þ bis attention Was a little diverted from that work, by other 
buſineſs; and particularly by his care, at the ſame time, for © {ging the Fights and 
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not having been ED determined. He thought therefore, tha the moſt effeftual 2 
. way to prevent any future claim of that kind, would be to procure his Abby to be 
converted into a Biſhoprick. He had been in high favour with the King ever ſince 
his return from Rome, and was at this time one of His principal Counſellors; which 
gave him the advantage of frequent acceſs to the King, and opportunity of propoſing 
to him the ſcheme of erecting a Biſhop's See in the Abby of Eh; and this he firſt 
communicated to the King at a private audience, with ſuch good: addreſs; that h 
ſoon obtained his approbation and conſent to it: and thereupon meſſei 5 
immediate diſpatched to Rome, to ſolicit the Pope's. afſent. + Thus Ts Abbot 
had ſucceeded in the plan he had formed of advancing; himſelf, and i his 
Church to an higher degree of honour; but before he could fee it accompliſhed, 
death put an erid to that, and all his further views: for e was ſeized with e 
which he found was in a little time likely to "Trave:mortal; on which, 
all his Monks ſhould be ſent for to come into his preſence; and aft y we 
aſſembled, he made an humble confeſſion of his das ind received the Holy ACTA» 
ment wang Faqs. and ſoon alder breathed nd laſt. He died on the 1th day of 


non that hid unt ſons. 4 to e to We os affair of 
Biſhoprick, being informed of lin death, ſtopped all-fi further proces 
buſineſs, and returned home. e 
RICHARD, who was the laſt Abbot of Eh, 4s <>, "tf zoble by d 
| A great eſs of mind becoming his birth. Ae een ; FP 
Church, of which his e Simeon had laid the foun 


| with the Croſs, wok Tower i in the int terſeftion of the » Orc 1H and th of 4wo Arthas is” 
leaſt, were compleated in his time; and if was may 

thor, who wrote in the reign of Hen F „ as 1 apprel 
was built ; this Church was then for C lit | 
of it, and for elegance of the form, equal 
Kingdom: It muſt 11 be added 
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2 ? 


1. ue. f rhe + bly ai to HERVE Y 2 7 Ban gor, 
during the Vacancy. 


FrgR the death of Richard the laſt Abbot of Ely, HRRVEx Biſhop of Wah 
in Wales, at that time reſiding at the Engliſp Court, was ſent down by the 


King, to take upon him the adminiſtration of the Abby, till another Abbot ſhould 


be appointed. Hervey was conſecrated Biſhop of that See by Thomas 1. Archbiſhop- 


of York, during the vacancy of the See of Canterbury, by the death of Lanfranc.* 


His ſtrict diſcipline whilſt he governed his Church, and endeavoured to advance the: 
morals of the Velſb, was by no means well adapted to the untractable temper of that 


people; for finding that his Eccleſiaſtical cenſures had no effe& on them, he thought 
it neceſſary to make uſe of armed force, to effectuate his judicial proceedings, and re- 
duce them to order: but theſe rigorous meaſures ſerved only to inflame them the 
more, and raiſed ſuch a ſpirit of oppoſition to him, as came at length to an open 
rupture and defiance. In one of thoſe popular inſurrections, a Brother of the Biſhop- 


and many of his attendants and ſervants were ſlain, and the Biſhop-himſelf narrowly 
eſcaped the ſame fate. To avoid theſe dangers that threatened him, the Biſhop fled,. 


and eame to the King of England for protection: and as he was well known at the 
 Engh/h Court, and reſpected there on account of his abilities and learning, the King: 
received him kindly, and took him under his protection. In the mean time, the 
; Abby of Ely falling vacant, the King ſent him down thither, to take upon him the: 
Adminiſtration of it, and to we ene 1 oy till he. could an 7 what to do- 105 


in his affair. 

HE RVR v, whilſt ke refided at Eh, negletted no is of 3 ingratiating him- 
fag with the Monks;3 and. by his addreſs, and courteous behaviour to them, daily 
gained upon their affection and eſteem; which by every prudent means that he 


could think of, he endeavoured to 15 808 and turn to his own advantage. The 


deſign that had been formed of converting this Abby into a Biſhoprick, he knew, 
had failed of ſucceſs only by the death of Richard the late Abbot; and he ardently 


wiſhed to ſee it revived. In order to which, in converſation with the Monks, he- 


frequently. hinted in general terms at the honour and advantage it would have been: 
to them, in caſe it had been carried into execution; repreſenting the fitneſs and con- 


venience of the place for that purpoſe, in ſuch a manner as to draw their attention, 
and lead their inclinations that way: he afterwards proceeded in making them large 
promiſes, and offered them his beſt ſervice and endeavours to accompliſh the deſign, 
if they would give their conſent, and accept him for their Biſhop. The Monks: 


ſeeming in no wiſe, averſe t to te but rather to-acquieſce in every thing he had pro- 
for their formal et. applied to the King, who- 
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edel of the motion. — But as the Biſhop of Lincoln had laid 8 to ſome Und 
a juriſdiction even within the Ie of Eh, which matter had never been legally ſettled; 
and moreover, as the reſt of the County of Cambridge, propoſed to be taken in, to 
conſtitute a Dioceſe for the new Biſhop, was undoubtedly part of the Biſhop of 


_ .Lincolr's Dioceſe, and could not conſiſtently with juſtice be taken from him without 


his knowledge and- conſent, and likewiſe a compenſation made him, for giving up 
that part of his juriſdiction; Hervey found it neceſſary in the next place, to conſult 
him about it: accordingly having obtained a private conference with Nobert then 
Biſhop of Lincoln, it was agreed and concluded between them, that the Manor of 
Spaldwick | in Hurtingdonſhire, then part of the poſſeſſions of the Abby of Ey, ſhould 
be given up and conveyed to Robert and his Succeſlors oy _ in — for his 


uriſdiction within the County of Cambridge. 1 
WIEN the affair of fixing a new Biſhoprick at Eh, had ritorn tec ahbs far, the 


Kin g thought proper to lay it before the Council afſembled at London in Whitfuntide 


1108, as we are informed by Eadmer; who, immediately after relating the pri cipal 
tranſactions of that Council, informs us of another affair which came under their 
conſideration at the ſame time; and that was the extenſiveneſs of the Dioceſe 

Lincoln, which was generally thought by much too large and burdenſome Fu the 
ſuperintendency of one Biſhop : it was therefore concluded by the King, the Arch: 
biſhop and the other Great Men of the Kingdom, , that the antereſt of Religion re- 
quired, that another Biſhoprick ſhould be taken. out of the whoſe See ſhould be fixed 


in the Abby of Ely. 


Bz SIDES theſe SPN. lg which more. particularly regard. religion, EFT Kin 8. 


we are told, had further views in this tranſaction] and was in ſome. meaſure influ- 


ended by political motives ;; he conſidered the The. 95 Eh as a place of importance, 


diſadvantage of 


* 


that one bool th was not ſufficient'to x 


not only for the great wealth of the Abby; but alſo on F of the ſituation of 

it, being ſtrongly f rfified by nature; and therefore c apable of being turned to the 
the government ; ' ich danger 8 prehended might ! in ſome 

"meaſure be guarded againſt, by-dividing the revenues, bY placing a Biſhop in the 


Abby. However, the De: to and conſent of the Pope, , Auſtin thought neceſſary 


to confirm their proceedin to obtain which, the Ki himſelf” and Anſelm wrote 
Teverally to him about it. en in his Letter informs his Holineſs, That a Coun- 

cil being lately held at London, the King, and Biſhops, and Great Men, and other 
prudent: and religious perſons of the Kin gdom, had taken” into their conſideration 


| | the ſtate of the Biſhoprick of Lincoln; ; which appeared to them to be ſ extenſive, | 


bee] 0 rm all the Epiſcopal office 3 in it; 5 and had | 
reſt of Religion required, that it ſhould 


Alb Soncurred 


8 be divided, and ne Biſhoprick erected within it, the See whereof ſhould be 
placed in the Abby of Eh it was not intended that the Monks fl | 


ould be excluded, 
40s continue e thre, la to! \ the W of other 
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0 Biſhopricks! in England, * where Monks reſided, and not Canons; — that Robert the 
preſent Biſhop of Lincoln had given his conſent, and declared himſelf well ſatisfied 
with the recompenſe that was to be made him. and his See, out of the poſſeſſions of 
the Abby of Ely: — deſiring therefore his aſſent to what things they had done in it, 
and to confirm them by his authority.” This is the ſubſtance of Anſelm's letter to 
the Pope, which Eadmer has preſerved in his Hiſtory of thoſe times; * but though 
he has omitted to inſert the King's letter, wrote on the ſanie occaſion ; the purport 
of it will fully appear from the Pope's Anſwer to it, which the reader may find in 
the Appendix. 3 Hervey having received his inſtructions both from the King and 
Anſelm, ſet out for Rome, carrying the King's and the Archbiſhop's Letters to the 
Pope. The chief buſineſs on which he was ſent, as far as we can colle& from thoſe 
Letters, was to procure the Pope's aſſent to, and confirmation of what had been 
ſettled before in the Council of London, viz. the erecting a Biſhoprick at Ely : but it 
does not appear that either the King or Anſelm had mentioned Hervey to the Pope, 
as the perſon deſigned for that new See. However, he managed the affair with ſach 
prudence and dexterity, as to ingratiate himſelf highly in the Pope's favour; who 
not only confirmed the See at Ely, but gave him alſo letters of recommendation to 
the King and the Archbiſhop, expreſſed in general terms, to provide for Nen 
caſe of a vacancy in any one of the Biſhopricks. 
O his return from Rome, Hervey brought with him four Letters from the Pope; ; 
3 to the King, one to Anſelm, and the other directed to Anſelm and all the Biſhops 
of his Province: they are Dated on the 11 of the Calends of December, 7.e. No- 
vember 21, [1108.] In the firſt of them, after the uſual benediction and ſome com- 
"ithonts of commendation of the King, the Pope goes on thus, © You deſire of us 
aby your Letters, that a new Biſhoprick may be conſtituted, by Authority of the 
< Apoſtolick See, at Ey; becauſe, you ſay, the Biſhoprick of Lincoln is ſo very ex 
© tenſive, that one Biſhop is not ſufficient to perform the whole Duty, that properly 
© belongs to his function. We both commend your pious zeal, and readily give 
Sour aſſent to it; —yet ſo that it be fixed in a place of ſome note, that the honour 
due to the Epiſcopal character may be ſupported. For a Biſliop is conſtituted and 
« appointed to this end; to inſtruct the people of God, both by his Life and Doctrine, 
and to win the ſouls of thoſe committed to his charge, to our Lord the true 
Shepherd. With regard to your other requeſts, though they ſeem: ſomewhat irre- 
© gular, yet we would by no means refuſe to comply with your deſire. Further- 
© more, it is well known to your Highneſs, that Hervey, a Biſhop commendable 
2 both _ hie good life and learnin 8. has by dane ms the barbarous treat- 
hopes ment 


#21 0. In Anglia fon hodie 3 XVII: - Epiſcopatys,”; in ode eorum ſoot Monachi in- Sedibus Epilcopa- 

. libus. Hoc in allis provinciis aut nuſquam aut raro invenies; ſed ideo in Anglia hoc r plays 
* quia primi prædicatores Anglorum S. Auguſtinus, Mellitus, Jon, Laurentius Monachi t | 
In aliis novem Epiſcopalibus' ſedibus Canonici Seculares,” Annal. Waverleienſ. ad an. 11 . 


. * TAs Nov. lib. iv. p. 1 See ee Numb. VI. 1. 35 Numb, VI. 25 nn 
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*have a regard, ). to your Highneſs.”* 
_ - THE third letter is to Anſelm, and i is chiefly taken wp in 1 Hervey to 


6 * which, aſter the 111 ALR | 
7 en ace. of the Werk beck: the Bvidences of the Apoſtolick Sce, nnd. the 


Tee er Rn 
2 them. — We are informed, both by the Letters of the ee Son, 


| cient to perform. the duties of the Epiſco 
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- © ment * has met with, been driven from his See, and after the ſlaughiter of * 


« Brothers and Servants, been forced to ſave himſelf by flight. We deſire therefore 


ol and entreat your Highneſs; that if any Church ſhould happen to be vacant, he 


* may be preferred to it, by authority of the Apoſtolick See; that ſo the talents of 


one that is ſo well qualitied to do abba to religion, may 7 not remain n and 


unemployed.“ 
Ix the Pope's ſecond letter to the Wins he ſays, We received your W 


© which were highly pleaſing to us, as they ſhow your zealous affection to St. Peter 
and to us his Servants; — we do the more readily grant your requeſts, as we are 
« perſuaded what you deſire is done out of zeal for Religion. As to the affair you 


was pleaſed to intimate. privately to us, we have had a particular regard to it. And 


indeed, in every thing, as far as is conſiſtent with our duty to God, we are ſtu 


to promote the honour and dignity of your Highneſs. — Alſo in reſpect to the ex- 


© change your Highneſs is pleaſed to recommend to our conſideration, by our bro- 


+ thers Biſhop Zervey and Peter our Chamberlain; — if what you propoſe, will be, as. 


you ſay, for the advantage of the Church; we readily give our aſſent. — We 
* heartily recommend our faid brother Biſhop Hervey, Jad Wow we perceive you 


of his great ne. and the 


be ploridked for, in caſe of a vacancy, in conſideratior 


| barbarous treatinent he had met with ; and more pa ICAL 
gence and fidelity in the buſineſs __ had committed to his charge, 7 


irected to Auſelm and all the Biſhops of his 3 
ting nnd benediction, he thus proceeds, Among all 


THE Pope's laſt letter is dir 


imony of the Engl; Hiftory, do plainly prove, that the Kingd 
<of ne is Pu an _— manner entitled to the love ans indugens of the 
102 1477 Suse x; eib, wn ne to the diſpoſal 


pa fees in it: for which cauſe our ſaid | 
iar King of Englond n with bp of the Biſh 
| k Yew, n/a Jiri ple cated dh. To whoſe tags becauſe 
s of wicty, we have freely given our aſſent; and 


y «for ever; 3 we atſo that the Dec.” Wich your Fraternity; [orftra Farmen to- 
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8 the ſaid Biſhoprick, ſhall for ever ſo remain. Moreover, concerning the Monaſtery 
ein which this Epiſcopal See is conſtituted, we Decree that the Cuſtom of other 
_ « Engliſh Monaſteries, in which there are Biſhops n be duly obſerved and 
y insane. 5 
Tx exact time when F al returned to England 151 theſe Letters is not men- 
none whether at the latter end of the year 1108, or the beginning of the follow - 
ing year; however, it is evident, notwithſtanding the ſtrong recommendations he 
brought with him from the Pope, that he did not get poſſeſſion of the Biſhoprick of 
Eq, till late in the year 1109. * The occaſion of that delay was probably owing to 
the King's abſence at that time; and to the death of Archbiſhop An/e/m, who died 
April 21, that year.] The King was in Normandy all the Winter of the year 1108, 
and did not return to England till a little before Whitſuntide 1109; + at which time 
He kept his Court at London with extraordinary ſplendour, and received the Ambaſſa- 
dors of the Emperor, who came to demand the Princeſs Matilia the King's eldeſt 
Daughter in marriage; which was then concluded on; and the King demanded on 
that occaſion three ſhillings on every Hide of land, from his Subjects. The Biſhops 
attending the Court as uſual, the King alſo took that opportunity of conſulting 
them on the caſe of Thomas II Elect of Turi, who had delayed or refuſed to make 
profeſſion of Canonical obedience to the See of Canterbury, and therefore was not 
yet Conſecrated. Here it was determined by the King and all the Biſhops, that he 
muſt ſubmit, or elſe quit his pretenſions to * See. He choſe S to ſubmit, 
and promiſed to make ſuch profeſſion of Canonical obedienee to the See of Gonterbury 
as his Predeceſſors had done. On which, a Day was fixed for his Conſecration, 
which was the 27th of June following: at which time Richard Biſhop of London, 
William Biſhop of Wincheſter, Ralph Biſhop of Rechefter, Herbert Biſhop of Norwich, 
Ralph Biſhop of Chicheſter, Ranulph Biſhop No Durham, and Hervey Biſhop of Bangor, 
met together at St. Paul's Church London, for the Conſecration of the ſaid Thomas 
Elect of Tort, who was then conſecrated accordingly, and made profeſſion of Cano- 
nical obedience. to the Metropolitan Church of Canterbury, in the preſence of all 
_ thoſe Biſhops, and of hr Flor of the Chu Fen of Py, and many Monks 
fee a „ 
TRS E were all affairs of x moat, that took up thy King's en en * 
ime; and may very well account for the delay Hervey met with, before he could 
procure his full Tranſlation to Ely. Eadmer takes notice of this circumſtance, and 
tells us, * that notwithſtanding Hervey's great aſſiduity and conſtant attendar 
the Court, he was not able to effect his purpoſe, till towards the end of the year 
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e out 

* A Nun VI. 5. Our We „lib Elien: MS. kb. « cap. 5 by miſtake; ſets 

down 1108, for the year in which the See of Ely was erected; the occaſion of which miſtake will 

be accounted for, in the Appendix, Numb. VIII. 3 Floren. Wigorn. ad annum -1409. 1 Annal. 

Waverl. ad annos 1 108, & 1109.  5-Eadmeri Hiſt: Nov. lib. iv. pag. 104.— — Marth, Weimer 
ren . ent rt rer een kt 22955 Pa: 1 oh th OW 
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ont the cauſe, and ſuppoſes it was owing to the Pope's not giving his aſſent to 
erecting the See of Ely; which being manifeſtly inconſiſtent with the above-cited Let- 


ters of the Pope to the King, and to the Biſhops of England, he goes. on without 
any rational ground to ſuſpect that theſe Letters are not genuine. But I reſerve: the 
conſideration of the genuineneſs of thoſe Letters, to another place, in which the 
occaſion of Mr. harton's miſtake will be pointed out, and ſet in a clear light. In 
the mean time I ſhall only obſerve, that about the latter end of Autumn in the year 
1109, the King being then at the Caſtle of Nortingbam held a great Council; in 
which were preſent Matilda the Queen, Matilda the King's Daughter then eſpouſed 
to the Emperor, Thomas II Archbiſhop of 7or4, and moſt of the Biſhops and Tem- 
poral Nobility of England ; and there the King granted his Royal Charter for con- 
verting the Abby of. Eh 1 into a Biſhoprick; The Charter? ſets forth, That the 
King having taken into his conſideration -the ſtate of his Kingdom of England, and 
finding that the harveſt was great but the labourers: few, and therefore the labour 
t too much upon them; and particularly the Church i. e. the Dioceſe] of Lincoln was 
very full of people; — He had by the authority and advice of Pope Paſchal, with 
the aſſent and at the requeſt of Robert then Biſnop of Lincoln and his Chapter, and 
„with the approbation of Anſelm Archbiſhop of Canterbury of bleſſed memory, and 
of Themas. II Archbiſhop of Tork, and of all the Biſhops and Abbots of England, 
and of all the Great men of his Kingdom, — eretted' the Monaſtery of Ely, (in 
which Abbots had preſided to his time,) with the County of Cambridge, namely, 
4 g much as did heretofore belong to the juriſ diction of the Church of Lincoln, in- 
0 cluding the two Abbies of Thorney and Chateriz, into an Epiſcopal See, in as free 
and abſolute a manner in all reſpects as the other Biſhopricks of his Kingdom, and 
* to be for ever abſolved from all ſubjection to, and all Epiſcopal claims of, the See 
of Lincoln; and with the advice and aſſent of the aforeſaid Pope Paſchal, did convey. 
a 1 make over the village of Spaldwick i in the County of Huntendon, part of the 
poſſeſſions of the ſaid Monaſtery, with all it's rights and appertenances, to the 

£ E of Lincoln, and to Robert Biſhop of the Pai Ste} and to his Succeſſors for 
* ever, in as free and ample a manner as ever the Monaſtery. of Ely held and enjoyed 
it. And then it concludes thus, This buſineſs was firſt moved at Londen in the 
| * Feaſt of Pentecoſt at V miner, and debated in my preſence, and before Arch- 
C biſhop Anſelm of bleſſed memory, and all the Biſhops, and Abbots, and Great men 
of my Kingdom, and obtained the common conſent of them all: And after the 
« death of the aforeſaid Archbiſhop Anſelm, (by the authority of Lord Pope Paſchal, : 
© as is above ſaid,) was by the mercy of God, happily concluded and determined in 
the Council held at the Caſtle of Nottingham on the Feaſt of the Tranſlation of 
c * St. e, the 7 namely on the 1 6th day 5 the Calends of Ae '3 


In 
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7 Numb. VIII. 5 adix, en VAL... . ee 
do inform the Reader, that the genuineneſs of this 9 — unjuſtly been WOT and: the 


| .._ credit of it called in, queſtion by Mr. Selden, [Seldeni in Eadmerum Notz et Spicilegium, 
pe ALI] CREE ſharton, [ [Ang]. Sr. vol. n * . to their 
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ſhould continue to reſide in the Monaſtery, when the Abby ſhould be converted into 
a Biſhoprick ; agreeably to the conſtitution of other Biſhopricks i in England of that 


ſort :— And in the Pope's Anſwer, which is directed to Anſelm and all his provincial 
Biſhops,: he decrees, concerning. the- Monaſtery of Ely, that the cuſtom of other 


Engliſb Monaſteries, in which there were Biſhops appointed, be duly obſerved and 


maintained. It is to be noted therefore, that the Epiſcopal Sees in this Kingdom, 


with reſpect to the Societies that lived on them, were of two kinds; in ſome of 
them, the Eccleſiaſticks belonging to and reſiding at the Cathedral Church, conſiſted 


of Secular Canons, of whom the chief was the Dean; and this Society was the 


Biſhop's Chapter, and ordinarily his ſtanding Council, with whom he conſulted in 
the adminiſtration of his Dioceſe : —In other Epiſcopal Sees, there were Monks only 
who reſided at the Cathedral Church, in which the Prior, who was their Chief, and 


the Monks, conſtituted the Chapter; theſe were called Conventual Cathedrals; and 


ſeem to have been almoſt peculiar to the Exgliſb Church; for the Author of the An- 
nals of Waverley obſerves, [ad annum 1152,] There were then ſeventeen Biſhopricks 


in England, in eight of which Monks reſided; this (ſays he) you will ſeldom meet 


with in other Countries; but ſo it was in England, becauſe the firſt Preachers a- 


© mong the Engliſh, namely, Auguſtin, Mellitus, Juſtus and Laurentius, were all of 
them Monks: but in the other nine Sees, there are Secular Canons.” The Conven- 


tual Cathedrals hinted at by this Author, were Canterbury, Wincheſter, Worceſter, Bath, 
Rocheſter, Norwich, Ey, and Durbam; in which Sees the Biſhops were alſo as Abbots: 


and as all theſe Cathedrals conſiſted of Monks of the Benedictine Order, or ſuch as 
profeſſed to follow the Rule inſtituted by St. Benedict, which was the baſis on which 


their other local Statutes and Ordinances were founded; they had nearly the ſame 


uſages and cuſtoms in each of them: ſo that an aceount of any one of them will be 
ſufficient to convey a | carving n of yu: en * government eſtabliſhed 


in them all. 

As to the Church of Eh i in particular; on the tas of the Abby into a Biſkop- 
= the Biſhop's authority over the Monks did not wholly ceaſe; for though | the 
immediate government of the Monks devolved on the Prior; yet the Biſhop i in all 
reſpects was ſtill confidered as their Abbot or Superior; as appears by the Letter 
of Archbiſhop Lanfranc to the Prior of Canterbury which is prefixed to his Conſti- 
tutions; 3. his place in the Church was the firſt Stall on the right-hand, the fame 


eng? the 4 Abbots had Rees Bl Wed; be e in the e Chapter-fiouſe and i in all 


r to ) now, in a Pede Diſerratign 


7 


miſtake of the i ke 8 pn 5 1 as 1 Gan 1 
| and Defence of it, which will be inſerted in the Appendix, umb. VIII. 

i Page, 120. * Page, 121. 3 Inde nemo turbetur, quod in tractatu earum 1 no- 
"6 1 Abbatis tantum, non Epiſcopi vel Archie piſcopi ponitur; Ordo enim Monachorum deſcribitur, 


gquorum per Abbares frequentidis quam per Antiſtites vita diſponitur; quamvis et ipſi Antiſtites, 
4 paternam curam vice Chriſti ſubjectis ſuis . non abſurde Abbates, id eſt Patres, con” 


0 1. actibus vocabulo appellari queant.” — Brit. _— Wilkins, vol. i. pag. 329. 
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I Auſelms Letter to the Pope abovecited, * he propoſes: that the Monks of Ely 
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their publick afſdradiles; whenever he thought proper : he ftill retained the power 
of appointing and diſplacing feveral of the chief Officers of the Monaſtery; and 
dhe power of preſcribing further rules and ordinances for their behaviour. 
BEFORE we come to give a ſeries of the Biſhops and other Dignitaries of this Church, 
it will not be improper here to take a general view of the Convent, and give an 
account of the ſeveral members it conſiſted of, and the principal Officers belonging 
to it. The whole Convent regularly conſiſted of ſeventy Monks; for that number had 
uſually been in the time of the Abbots, and was deſigned to have continued after 
the Change; and is frequently referred to, as the ſtated number, in their Statutes; 
however, it was ſeldom complete: generally there were about fifty in the Monaſtery. 
They had all one common Hall or Refectory, where they had their refections or 
meals; and one common Dormitory divided ihe cells, in which they all took . their 
reſt; except the principal Officers, who had ſeparate apartments aſſigned them, 
within the peoninitts of the a oh it and . a 2 of 2 o ſervants and 
"Tas. PrroR was the Chief Officer-in th PP Abe wink Koene in Ss 
tion to the Biſnop:) ee eee the Cufos of the Order; being appointed to 
ſu perintend all the inferior Officers and Members of the Society; to ſee that. every 
one in their. ſeveral places and Nations regularly performed their duty, according to 
their Rule, and the local Statutes and Ordinances that were given them. He had his 
Hall, Chambers, Study, and other apartments, which. were callec the Prior 8 lodg- 
ings; a private Chapel, with Chaplains to attend him; a Kitchen alſo and other 
offices, with Servants and attendants, . diſtinct from the common ones of the Society: 
and preſided in great ſtate, being uſually called Lord Prior. This chief Officer ſeems 
to have benz Ap ut in and removable * the ben ; but was afterwards re 
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his pleaſure; viz. 7 Sb 1 | 

THE SUBPRIOR; 3 was Le Prior's s Deputy: or - Subſtitute, and alliſted him 

7 hilft preſent, and preſided i in his abſence: 3. he. had convenient apartments to im - 

elf, and ſufficient revenues eee to his Office, for finding kim in neceflaries 

1 proper attendants. I 5 
Sackfs TA, or the Sacriſt; he had the e care wr, the Books, Veh Plate, and 

: 3 Ornaments belongin g to the Church; of providing the Elements for Cele- 

bration of the holy Sacrament; and finding Wax-candles I and Tapers uſed in Di- 


| "0 * and likewiſe of buryin of 1pe ial. truſt in 
: 8 Un this 
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E Mary yearly, the Wax Candles uſed in the Church through 


year, were conſecrated with great ceremony, and a ſolemn proceſſion with lighted candles 
e W e Sactilt was wont to deliver out Candles c ch of of tho in 
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2 Monaſtery, having alſo the charge of the Fabrick of the Church and other 
buildings, and keeping them in repair: on which account the revenues belonging to 
his office were proportionably large: he received all the offerings and oblations made 
at the High Altar, and other Altars in the Church; legacies given to the fabrick, or 
for ornament to it; Pentecoſtals throughout the Dioceſe; the Church of St. Mary 
in Ely was very early appropriated to his Office; William Longchamp the 4th Biſhop 


of Ely gave 1 ſheaf of corn from every acre of land in the Biſhop's Demeſnes 


- throughout all his manors towards finding Tapers and Candles; which was after- 
wards ſettled at a fixed annual Rent, of 100. 135.44, ſtill paid to the Church, called 
Candle-corn-filver; Geofry Burgh Biſhop here, appropriated the Church of Sr. 4udrew 
in Cambridge, for augmentation of the revenues of this office; as did Biſhop 

Northwold the Church of Wentworth ; * all which revenues, beſides the rents of bee 
lands and tenements in Ey and elſewhere, the Sacriſt receiyed; and annually ac- 


counted for, (as did alſo all the other officers,) at Michaelmas. Beſides this, the Sa- | 


eriſt had a kind of Archidiaconal power in St. Jabus Hoſpital, and over the Ch; 


Chaplains on the Green, in Ely, as the Biſhop's Vicar or Deputy; and in his own right, 


exerciſed ſpiritual -and eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, (Flereſies only excepted,) over the 
Chaplains of the two Parochial Churches in the City, and all the lay-ſervants be- 
longing to the Mpnaſtery, and in theſe Granges and Manors near Eb, namely, 
Turbwifey, Brame, Stuntney, Thorney, Northney, nene, and Sebepey, 
 CELLERARIUS, or the Cellerer; whoſe office was to provide and lay in al the 


common proviſions of the Monaltery, Fleſh, fiſh; fowl, eggs; ſpices, cheeſe, falt, and 


other neceſſaries for the Monks in the Common Hall or Refectory; for which pur- 
paſe, he virend a certain allowance out of the common treaſurys of the Mona 
beſides the revenues of certain eſtates which ds appropriated to ye 


s exchanged for one at er: . in Efex;) alſo the Vineyard and a Garden in 
n nements . An Me _— ſome 
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bab 3 at i leap al che Citizens uſd to come din each of t 
2 Candle as due by cuſtom: and it was foynd that 700. 5. weight of Candles were hardly ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer the-demands of the claimants on- In the year 1277, Robert Kilwardby 
Ardhbiſtiop of Canterbury viſited this Church, aig this expenſive.and unreaſonable 
euſtom, iſſusd out his 2 forbidding che Citizens making ſuch demands, and the Sacriſt's 
5 with them, under pain of .excommunication. Regiſtrum Epi. Elien. M. pag. 203. — 

uſed. in the Church amqunted yearly to 1000 pavtids-weight:or upwards. | 


.* Theſe were 
perochiel Clergy TN their pariſhioners throughout the Dioceſe, were formerly obliged to viſit 
yearly at Whiffantide. Bp. of Ely's Regiſter, Liber. M. pag. 1 95. This 8 was diſ- 


ſolved ſome time between the 845 1418 and 1446; and Wentworth is now a Rectory again, in 
the Patronage of . bo 2 Northwolck's time, (temp. Henr. 3.) the Vallerer 


_eccized . e ö 1 40 ſhillings per diem, 40 e weave i . 


office; of which the Manor of Stunrncy, and Liars Manor in Zy mere. part : and 
Biſhop A wings of Dageney at Nerthrovld in Narfolk; (which was: after · 


wever, it appears afterwards by the Saeriſt's accounts, that che e er of candles 
pious:oblations made to dis Catedral, as to the Mother Church; which all the 
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- /CAMERARTUS, or the Chamberlain; who provided all neceſſary clothing for the 
Monks, and their beds and bedding in the Dormitory: to this office were appropri- 
ated the Rectories of Hauxton and Wicham, by Biſhop Northwold. 

. ' ' OTHER" Officers of the Monaſtery, who were choſe by the Prior and Convent, were 

_ ELEEMOSYNARIUS, or the Almoner; who had the charge of diſtributing the 
mn of the Monaſtery. All the broken meat and bread left at the Prior's table, in 
the Refectory, the Infirmary, and at the Hoſtle for entertainment of Strangers; was 
delivered to his ſervants and given daily to the poor: he viſited the ſick and poor 

ple at their houſes, and relieved them according to their neceſſities; he alſo diſ- 
ributed the bread and alms, on the ſeveral obits and anniverſaries kept in the Mo- 
1 naſtery. The Almoner had beſides for theſe purpoſes the rents of divers lands and tene- 
ments in Eh and at Srretbum, and received 20s. on the death of every Monk to be 
given away in Alms: and Biſhop Balſbam A. P. 1275, augmented his revenues with the 
| Rectory of Futon, which was then appropriated to this offiſe. 

PRECEN TOR, or the Chantor; he preſided in the Choir-ſervice, as Maſter of the 
Organiſt, Singers, and Choriſters, and paid them their ſalaries : his place in the Choir 
was in a conſpicuous ſeat on the South-ſide or right-hand, thencecalled the Chantor's 
Side: and in folemn proceſſions this Officer was always diſtinguiſhed among them 
by the richneſs of his Cope. In this Monaſtery he was alſo chief Librarian, and had 
within his office the Scriptorium, a room where writers were employed i in tranſcrib- 
Ing Books beth for the Library, and Miffals and other Books'uſed in Divine Service; 
this room was furniſhed- with vellum, parchment, paper, inks, colours, gums, and 
other neceſſaries for limners, uſed in illuminating their books; and leather, and o- 
cher implements, for binding and keeping them in repair; all which things were 
provided by him; and for defraying theſe expenſes, he received the profits of ſome 
lands and tenements in Ely appropriated to his office, beſides a portion of ee 
from a farm called Cuttemere in Littiebury, given by Hellus the 2d. Biſhop, ern 
_— of the Bree the ſame Biſhop. alſo gave the &eCtories of St. ew's 

Wittleſes . be - e and 4 e of "tions: in Pampi fi 
HosrIIAxtus, whoſe b buſineſs was to receive bo hs” ravel : 
| the Monaſtery, and entertain them with meat and drink, firing, and proper atten- 

dants and lodgings, according to the ſtate and condition of the gueſts; for which 
purpoſe he had within his apartments a ſeparate hall, parlour, bed · chambers, all of 
them properly furniſhed; a Kitchen alfo and other offices for their accommodation: : 
ſome lands in Stretham were originally ſettled by Bp. Heruey, and the Rectoxies of 
: Witchford and Melareth and Surton, with other revenues given by-ſucceeding Biſhops | 
and appropriated to ſupport this kind of Hoſpitality. Perſons of rank and eminence 


ON to the e were e entertained! by the Prior, in his Wan 


N. 


* The ord Ws 8 given ray i on the obits TY ſtated 8 obſerred in | this Church, 
mounted to about 30-pounds annually; and other revenues en to ahi office, to near. as. 
much; — the profits of the Rectory of F oxton. . 5 5 
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INFIRMARIUS, who had the care of the Infirmary, where the ſick and infirm 
Monks reſided, not being tied up to the ſtrict rules obſerved in other parts of the 
Monaſtery ; but were allowed to eat fleſh at all convenient times; and were provid- 
ed with proper diet, phyſick, and attendants, and all things neceſſary for their con- 
dition, and a private Chapel for thoſe who were able to attend. The Rectory of 
Mratting was appropriated by Bp. Nigellus to this purpoſe, who alſo granted one tree 
for firing in every week in the year out of Somerſbam wood, for the uſe of the In- 
firmary; beſides which there were two Fiſheries, and the rents of ſome lands and te- 
nements in and about Ely given to ſupport the charges of this office. 

PfirANTIARILus, whoſe office it was to take care that the Pittances of the Monaſtery 

were duly ſerved up: theſe were extraordinary diſhes either of fiſh, fleſn, fowl, dried 

rved fruits, according to the ſeaſon, given to the Monks, chiefly on feſtivals, 
wre de ee and obits obſerved in the Church: for moſt of the Biſhops and Priors, 

and, others, beſides the alms left to be diſtributed to the poor on thoſe occaſions, 
left alſo ſome further ſum for the better refection of the Monks, at the ſame time; 
and this Officer received that money, and took care that it was duly ene * and. 
the d iſhes regularly ſerved up in the Hall. 

 GRANATARIUS, was the Keeper of the e whoſe 1 was to buy i in; 
and deliver out. the ee Malt, and other Dem for che wie of the Prior and 


Convent. 3 
et rv Hb e or. oh Treaſurer, who. hd all hs Rents and u of 


the Monaſtery, not appropriated to particular purpoſes 7 e on, paid che common Ste 


peales,. under the direction of the Prior. 

Cus ros ALTARIS: BR. MARIA, Keeper of St. Marys Altar: this * to 33 
| 23 Orig 
the Altars in the Church, till this Altar was put under a diſtinct officer; who thence- 
forth received all the offerings there made, and provided Books, Veſtments, Chalice, 
C * and Ornaments, and Lights for that altar, uſed in the celebration of the 
the South-Iſle of the Church, even with the High Altar: but after the new Chapel. 


of St. Ay (now. uſed as a Parochial Church for Trinity Pariſh,) was built, he was, 


in Bh, and. the profit of al all:Manor in Cotenbe 

- Tiras . 1 dans nl cher of -inferioi ade, . beſides W A 4 
en, Monaſtery; but theſe are. the r, Officers who were Monks, ang. 
OY ther SIE) the * 2 ution of it, in the reign of King Henry the Eigbib. 


| L « 1 9 2 . 8 37 
EDO. : : : Fa. ae 8 _- N 7 & 4 „/ +, FE or a kN * 
: 4” 0 2 . 3 3 1 | 1 
E 2 ; i 1 2 4 * e e „ * G4. hed +4 N * n "Sh Py - 25 
* . : 
Sg 4 85 5 8 «7.13 
5 + Fo * 1 * BIBS fo EB, J 
90 £ ” 
1 0 4 4 . WY. + . 2 "et 
£ h l 4 F. ohh 4 4 ; 85 5 , D ; 3 
„ 55 e gt ny 2 jolt feb EM etie o -4- 6 3 JJ N | ; 
3 3 . TO" : F 2 p ps 8 2 8 3 "2 $46 , 5 * : x $ 2 7 : d 
8 1 1 . SY. % B5& 4 4 1 * 2 : 3 . 3 4 W out 2 15 Ta Ha bY # YZ” + S * FE, * bY K. 4 N p 5 2 3 8 F vs $406 ” A * * RSS AY + ; FE ; 
* . P :; F 4 BY = 7 ** 5 . 
: a X — . 2 C 1 f 9 
N : ; s « vp 5; % ; r ä a 
q * 2 — 3 $4 n bu Fink Sas © he 5 *% . Sy y * 1 5 7 ä * 0 g , 
; N R * r 1 1 w 


THE CONVENTUAL CHURCH Or REIT. 229 


zinally part of the Sacriſt's office, for he received the offerings made at all 


Maria daily throughout the year. The place where it ſtood, was in 


's Chapel and the 22 ſome 6 lands * > dg : 
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ERIE e r in Males, being i in favour ith King Henry 1. had 
the Adminiftration of the Abby of 50 rante NP 
the laſt Abbot, who died in the year 1107: He had $64 beth long there, en he 
revived the defign, which had been fiſt 7 formed 1 5 late Abbot, of Sg: 
3 A eee ed er bsbagg W. purp. Wire ted and end the 


hen he Ppes © conſent; where | | 
pa bes? at Ey. This buſineſs Oweve! fu t with-fonts Selay; e . n 
account of ſome un. affairs that took up the wh Je attention mm that dimes 


and his Charter for Comerting the Abby of Ehy 1 into a dene and erofting a an 

een part of the 1 — roaln, 

hoprick; as appears by the Charter itſelf above-cited; 
pated by the King, and fally-trandated to it, and foon 

ee where A n ——— inthroned B hop in 
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s hald them in their own cg, and ad to peeform any 
N rh brag power and mee of ſome — men; and the Cuſtody of the 
Bridge leading into the Ve, was in the hands of thoſe who held it againſt the will 
and conſent of the Biſhop... To remedy theſe diſorders, and proſecute the rights of 
"np 8 he took care to cure th himſelf the * 8 favour and . 5 and 


33 


re, Numb. VII, : Append, Nu m 4 


of ke 
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| bythe" powerful albſtatice of his friends, and his own aſſiduous and perſonal appli- 
cation, he | recovered, ſoon after His coming to the See, the Manor of ZHedbem in 
Herrfiruſbire, from Ranialf Biſhop of Darhum, who had diſſeizedt the Church of it 
in the Reign of K. Fillion II, dap polleffion-ever fince: he afterwards, on 
divers occnſions and at different times, obtained grants of further privileges; and a- 
mong eme exemption® of the Monks and their fervants from Toll; Paſſkge, and 


1 ont England, in purchaſing timber, lead, iron, ſtone, and other ma- | 
torials for building: and repairing the Church; alſo a Fair to be held at Ey y Days, 


viz: | qi days before the 23%. of June, being the Anniverſary of the Death of 
St. Btbeldreda; on that day, and 3 days aſter. 3 He alſo recovered ſeveral Liberties 
and Immunities that had been intermitted, and procured the King's Writs and 
Charters for eee eee e A to the Church; foms- of which may be 
i found in the Appendix. 5 
As ſome of the lands FRO were held of the Church by Baade biss wee ſab- 
jekt alſo to Caſtle-· guard in the King's Caſtle of Norwich, and ſeveral ſums of money 
were paid by the tenants for Livery, Ward-peny, and other works and operations 
exated of them, for repairs of the Caſtle, and maintenance of the King's garriſon 
there; by reaſon of which, the King's officers frequently gave the Biſhop and his 
tenants much trouble and vexation; he was deſirous at any rate of eaſing his Church 
from ſuch kind of burdens: and though attended with © conſiderable expenſe, he 
Ae Rex are purchaſe of the King an exemption from all thoſe duties and 
rvices: which the King accepted, and confirmed by his Charters, 5 and further 
d that the whole of thoſe duties and ſervices which had been performed by his 
Nor wich- Caſtle ſhould be transferred to the If of Ey; ſo that for the fu- 


cler as they had formerly done in the Caſtle of Norwich. 
ANOTHER burden of which the Biſhop eaſed his Church in part; was that of 


42 overrated, i pond the King for min who was pleaſed, at N - Biſhop 5 bare" 
to grant 4 Char lent RE to a 40l. part of the * "ou Rely 
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1 E phe] ats. ago as K. Henr. 30 time,) by modern eu 
Bey, Ins. +. rrp — 2 but theſe Fairs, like moſt others 


i ch Kingdom, have wen e ene fears. . N 
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ITE? 


uld do the ſame in the Nr, at the appointment of the Biſkvp and his 


8 y duty bar te, the King from all Tay Sek: by the tenure of 


” 


it ſhould b be dentanded — va para ere be quit of the ſaid adn Ps ever. 
 THEsE: advantages however, were not obtained to the Church, without the 
Biſhop's paying largely to the King for them; as is evident from one of the original 
Rolls of the Exchequer in the reign of Henr. I. ſtill extant, and cited by-Mr.Madox; * 
in which are found ſeveral ſums of money that our Biſhop was indebted, and in 
part paid, to the King, for Grants of privileges and confirmation of Liberties, and 
on other accounts; and particularly 1000). for the King's transferring the ſervice of 
thoſe mw held of the Church by Knights-ſervice, from Norwich-Caftle to the I/le of 
Ey; for taking off the ſureharge of 40. Scutage from the Church, &c. 


a Benedifine Nunnery, in the Advowſon of the Crown, founded about the year 9803 
by the Lady Alfwen, Wife to Erhelfian Earl of the Eaſl-Angles, and Nurſe to King 
Edgar, with the aſſiſtance and advice of her Brother Ednuoth Bp. of Dorcbeſter; but at 


this time reduced to very low circumſtances; and the Biſhop is ſaid to have been in- 
duced, out af compaſſion to the Abbeſs and Nuns, to undertake their cauſe, and 


treat with the King for retrieving their affairs; who was pleaſed by his Charter to 
convey the Patronage thereof to him and to his Succeſſors; under whoſe protection 
and ſupport, it ſoon recovered; and niet in a een, ate ol the os 


diſſolution of Monaſteries in England. | 
IN regard to the temporal juriſdiction within Fay tro e of ü the 6 


was veſted in the Church; Hervey as Biſhop, was conſidered alſs as Abbot, _ in- 


titled to all the privileges, rights, and prerogatives that the Abbots had formerly en- 
joyed: for which reaſon, becauſe the Abbots had always. been in poſſeſſion of that 
juriſdiction, or the executive part of it, in appointing Officers and Miniſters for the 
adminiſtration of juſtice throughout the whole e of Eh; he therefore claimed the 
ſole exerciſe of that juriſdiction to belong to him and his Succeſſors: which claim 


ſeems to have been allowed and confirmed by the King, appears by bis . * 


rected to all the Barons or Frank- tenants of the two Hundreds of the Me, that they 
attend the Biſhop's Hundred -Courts, at the ſummons of the Biſhop's officers, as 


they had uſually done aforetime, that the pleas of the Churc 


- a. -right and juſtice obſtrufted for want of proper en and they are order. 
* ö = ks 25 | , ed 


i) a d Appendix, on the moſt ancient Great Roll of the Exchequer now remaining; which had er- 
Toneouſly been adjudged to the 30 year of King Stephen; but e to belong to 


5 © comporum de. 7 marcis àuri et dimidia. pro miniſterio Willelmi nepotis ſui. In theſauro 184. pro 


 marcis auri; et debet 4 marcas auri et dimidiam. Et quater xx et 12 et 105. — Et idem 


a A 
1 "i. 


And ne it was by the ſame means that he obtained Chateris Abby: 3 this was 


ch might not be delay- 


W e „Mr, leder, at « the end.of his Flory at h. Exchequer, has ds, 5 


he the rſt's 
a he makes to appear by the following extracts; . Herveius Epiſcopus de Ely reddit 


das debet 100 marcas-argenti pro quadam veteri conventione que facta fuit inter eum et Regem 


1 15 Normannia. Et idem Epas debet ql. pro placito quod fuit inter eum et Abbatem S. Edmundi 


© et Abbatem de Rameſia. Et idem Epũs debet 240 l. ut Rex clamet eum uietum de ſuperplus 


Militum Epiſcopatus, et ut Abbatia de Cateris fit quieta de Warpenna. — Et idem Epys reddit ; 


—Y 18 de 1000 l. ut Milites Epiſcopatus de Ely faciant Wardam ſuam in Inſula de 257 ſicut 


in Caſtello de Norwic ; In theſauro et Et debet 6361. Madox, ut ſupra, pag. 74 


3 Appendix, Numb. xx1z. ne placitum vel rectitudo Eceleſie remaneant nutri udi⸗ 
by 1 W Numb, xxIII.— NE alſo Ow XXIV, 125 g 
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ed * the King to perform the ſame. dier to the W as they had dar dane 
to his Eredeceſſors the Abbots, of E. 5 

I the times preceeding the 1 a for Cane: time. abb dhe whole reve- 
nues of our Abbies, and Cathedral Churches were in common to each Society: but 
the Normans introduced the cuſtom of dividing the poſſeſſions of the Church between 
the Abbot or Biſhop, and the other members thereof. Archbiſnop Lanfranc is ſaid 
to have ſet the example 1 in. his. own Church of Canterbury; * and was ſoon followed. 
by moſt other Biſhops in the Kingdom. With reſpe& to thoſe. Cathedrals where. 
Canons inhabited, they had uſually-diſtin& portions or prebends. aſſigned. them, con- 
ſiſting either in particular lands, or ſums of money allotted them, ox for the moſt; 


part, of the Parochial Churches formerly belonging to the Cathedral, which were: 
annexed to. their Stalls; each Prebendary receiving the profits of his Church ſo an- 


nexed, and. ſupplying their ſeveral cures by Vicars or Subſtitutes: but in. the Con- 
ventual Cathedrals, the eſtates and poſſeſſions. were divided between the. Biſhop and. 
the Prior and Convent, who continued to enjoy their ſhare in common as before. 
Hervey, being ſettled in his Biſhoprick, and judging it better and more convenient. 
both for himſelf and the Monks, to have their eſtates ſeparate: and independent of- 
each other, thought proper to apply to the King, whoſe approbation and conſent 
were neceſſary to authorize and confirm. a diviſion: and the King accordingly. iſſued 
out his Mandate, * by which he commands that the Monks ſhould have a juſt por- 
ion and equal ſhare of all things belonging. to. the Abby, according to eſtabliſhed, 
cuſtom. and agreeably to eccleſiaſtical juſtice; namely, of all the lands, poſſeſſions, 
dignities, and goods, that had at any time been given and granted by the faithful for 
their uſe and ſupport, and which the Abhy was in poſſeſſion of when it was convert 

ed into a. Biſhoprick: and this diviſion is ordered. to be made on Oath, by good and 
lawful men of the Honour of St. Erheldreda; and the portion thus aſſigned to the 
Monks to be committed to writing, and thenceforth applied f for their maintenance 
and ſupport, and ſo freely and quietly to remain. In purſuance of this Mandate, 
the Biſhop afterwards granted the following Charter, whereby the ae of the 
Church were divided between the Biſhop and the Men, 5 


HERVYE xs by the grace of God the firſt Biſhop af Ey, to 1 


„Church; as well preſent as future, greeting. Whereas by the providence of God the 
Abby of Ely was committed to my care, and the name of Abby being now ſup- 

< preſſed, it has by the authority of our Lord Pope Paſcbal, with the conſent of 
7 Henry our King, by and with the advice of his Nobles, been converted to the dig-- 
< nity of a-Biſhoprick ; I have therefore decreed to ſever the neceſſaries.of the Monks, 
* from thoſe of the Biſhop.” And foraſmuch as the neceſſaries of the Monks have 
1 * been collected in common from all parts of the lands and poſſeflions of the 
© Chureh; fearing leſt thereby, in time to come, matter and occaſion o diſpute and · 
« contention may ariſe; I häve rherefore decreed that" the lands and W of 


5 Hh 57 the. # 


4 >X Scriptores, al. 1313; : + Appendix; Numb, dr. 8. the Chartes in dhe : Ap end. 
W ax% 1 5 1 . 
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GREETS aback - 


„ w meronr AND ANTIQOTTIES er n 
sche Monks, and thoſe of the Biſhop be ſeparate; and they havin; hunch fie 


I do allow them the ſeparate poſſeſſion of the following things, to find then 
_ *-ceſfaries, and grant them ſo to continũe for ever; utileſs my ſucceſſors hall think 


_ ©fit to fapply them more liberally. The names then of the Lands tiny alfotted 
them, are theſe; Within the Ne, Sutton, Witham, Wichford, moers 
© Shuntney with the 23000 Eels appendant to that Manor; al the 
« lations at the Mother Church, to furniſh neceffaries for the fie Church; alle the 
Church of fi mir with the lands, tithes, and all things to the fame ap- 
g3 a rtic the whole tithe of my manor of Bun; one Dairy 
i Bam, which ſhall be divided into three parts, two of them to be 
2 to the Hoftle for eterteinment of Strangers and the third part 
© fiding the Monks with neceflaries; alſo Four weighs of Cheeſe ly * penſas 
caſei T1 in Dereford, and fir weighs of Salt in Terrington; — more 
allowance of wood as they had in the time of my Predeceſſors from merſbam 
eee one orgs! on eie, eren bank, W 2 dere _— land 1 bone 


< vineyard allo i in n Ey as alley were in — 57 before L came to' the Biſhoprick; 
< — fix fiſhermen with their manſes, to fiſh'in the waters where they uſed to do. 
4 Without the Ne, in the County of Cambridge, Huukeſton, Neun, [Sceldford, 7 
, Melret 2, Swe ben, uu 12 = Keps of Unken and Mak; due to the 3 | 

| _— "Fol, aan g with wee — alte Ke Scke of he five 1 
Bey thorp, to be at the diſpoſal of 
| the Monks, and 0000, err) uric! Tu pie Gt FOI 
y time, or that ſhall here fte * Feen thn whether io Ei, or 15 
r Tithes, or 'Fiſhetics, or in ao ot in a ny Kind of re ever 6s, that any 
rn ; with all the ib Z 


. Elen. bet. 88. „ 1 
= | ps "from the hem of Hartwig de Scalarlis; be the Mator of Short the queſtion. is, 
mu _ how much a hopes contained; and I apprehend it was g quarters London meaſure: For greg 
— 4 ___ reign/of Henr. 3, this rent was enchanged by William-one of the deſcendants of Hard 
- . = for 3 acres of arable land. and one acre of meadow of his Demeſnes 1 in iid, 


CATHED RAL CHURCH OF ELY {2romors.) | 
whatſoever: fo fully that none of my Succeſſars 
33 eng but rather faithfully and conſtantly ſupport 
« and maintain them in the full enjoyment of all their poſſeſſions. — But if any one 
« ſeduced by his wicked mind, ſhall attempt to infringe, violate, or make null and 
void this our Conſtitution and Grant; — may he be condemned by God and all his 
| . ie eee. 20 0005], 06 nog be, eee 
77 excatly clſutialied with this Charter; and oo 8 
Biſhop had thereby given them only the worſt of the lands, and 8 
and moſt valuable part to himſelf and his ſucceſſors; and ſo far from allowing a ſuf- 
ficiency for the uſual number of 70 Monks, and their ſervants, and to keep up hoſ- 
Aa, that he had ſcarce left a maintenance for 40. They had, it ſeems, been 
averſe to the making any.diviſion of the Church-lands, and for having n n- 
nue in the fame ſtate as before the Biſhoprick was erefted: but the Biſnop havi 
ed the King's Mandate for dividing them, they were accordingly divided; _ 
Monk: forced | to take what was given them, and "gy eee in eee. 
„ of a more ample . allowance afterwards, and until a more equit 
canonical portion ſhould be allotred them. How far their complaint was ot, co: 
not now be ſaid with certain 
venues formerly belonging to the Church of Eh; « You may judge, 8 of che 
value of its ancient poſſeſſions by this; that though many of them have been taken 
— e eee che banda th ee e he who now. preſides there: 


* mil and im keeping ee. ae eee le 200d tothe Monks 55: 
Mandate for. ddt ee ity andthe e 


aty; but that it was not quite groundleſs, Nee 


or madre pens, i prod fo zal, at repreſen 
- } the Biſhop might reſerve as phe the Monks. ſhare, Held 


ene the great.expenſes be had been at, in purchaſing of” 


the King ſo-many benefits and advantages to the Church, 5 
CERTAIN. it is that Hervey made very advantageous terms for kimfelf and his 


ſucceſſors : r with i to the n e within the Ille of Aye 


5 » Ibid. . Pound, Ang) ps on Lee r 
God wi Angl. pag; 249, without at hh nt eee. ap-- 
plied ro-Richard the laſt Abb of Ely; but as it is certain that the revenues of the Church were: 
chen in common, and were firſt divided by Bp. Hervey, there is no room to doubt, but Malmeſbury. 

hints at that Biſhop. - e keen quod Monachi de Hely habeans de us Abbaria jutum por- | 
* tionem et equam diviſionem ſec = —_— yo ro OO. . 
© nimites eorum portio.et res tocius Abbatie dividantur-ab invicem, et per ſacramentum bonorum et 
« fidelium &c.* vid. Append. Numb. xxv. 5 S0 Walkelin Bp. of Wincheſter, who divided the re- 
venues of that Church between himſelf and the Convent; jet retained in his hands the value of 3001.” | 
WOT ER Os pry . TOs 17 Rr W 40e der. 
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thereof themed naturally to falt to hip hae as ſueceſſor 

Abbots; but as the Monks. had an intereſt in the profits ariſing: from it, * the 
diviſion of the revenues; ſo. he afterwards allowed them all the profits. from fines, 
forfeitures of their tenants, and all other caſual advantages ariſing within their ma- 
nors and eſtates, in as ample manner as the Biſhop enjoyed them in his manors and 
eſtates, and in the reſt of the Me. He diſcharged himſelf and his ſucceſſors from any 


obligation to ſupport, build, or repair the Fabrick of the Church, or any part there- 


| of; 1 leaving it entirely to the care of the Monks, to be ſupported: and maintained; 


but ow up towards i it, all the re and oblations made at the: ſeveral Allars 


+4) 


HE had a ee turn r ind: * difficult and: pepe le of ths 
Church; occaſioned by the many encroschments made on it's Liberties by men in 
Power, and exactions of the King's Officers, in violation of the privileges of the 


place; together with the diviſion of all the lands, eſtates, and revenues of the 


Church, which was effected in his time, and by his means, afford ſufficient proof of 
His abilities: he was active and perſevereing in his undertakings; and | ſeems. to have 
tranſacted all buſineſs of conſequence by immediate and perſonal application to the 
King, who being frequently abroad, he divers times attended him in foreign parts, 


and by his intereſt and addreſs, reeſtabliſhed the Liberties and Privileges of his 


Church, and freed it from many e in which he fohnd, it. . me We _ 


I his 1 bo . he expreſſed great deſire of bang ale, Biſh 


. 


in blood; 7 0 ee dan e e e | 
Ang both his ſpiritual and temporal | 

fairs. — during his illneſs ſeemed deſirous of taking upon him the tick 
Habit and profeſſion, but whilſt he was preparing te enter on that ſtate; and before 
he could accompliſh 1 it, he Was prevented by death; which happened on the zott 
day of Auguſt in the year 1134. He was buried the next day in his Cathedral 
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wat W- no | ligation to it, 3 a 1 times, of 
their mere liberality and zeal for the honour of God, thought fit to contribute ] ue to the repairs, 
ornament, and in ſeveral inſtances; to the enlarging or rebuilding parts of the Church. Bp: Geofry 
*Ridel built the Weſtern Tower, Euſtachius the Galilee, Hugh 3 added 6 aches to he eaſt- 
end, and John Hetham rebuilt the 3 arches adjoining, towards the J e N _ 
in il. <p Wes '3 MS. Hatkian, ant * IT 22 ara * 5 is "Ne N _ EA 
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u. NIGELLUS. 1733. 


FER the Death of . the King took into his hands the Temporalities 
of the See, and received the profits near two years: but in the year 1153, 

when. the King was preparing to. make a voyage into Normandy, ( which proved his 
_ bat) he was prevailed. on to permit ſeveral vacancies in the Church to be filled, 
before ve went; one of which was the See of Ely: but, on condition that the Monks 
elected and received for their Biſhop his Treaſurer NiGELLUsS ; ' he was at that time 


Prebendary of St. Paul's Londen, and Nephew of Roger Biſhop of Sali iſbury: and 


was accordingly Confirmed at Burnham, Jane 27, and Conſecrated at Lambeth on 
the iſt of October following by William Corboil Archbiſhop of Canterbury. Soon after 
his Conſecration he came down to Ely, where he was received with extraordinary 
marks of reſpect and joyfulneſs ; but the Office he held under the Kin g, who was 
then gone into Normandy, made it neceſſary for him to reſide at London: on which 


account he ſoon left the place, having firſt communtes ae. care of his Dioceſe to one 


Ranulph a Secular Clergyman. 

Om the death of King Henry I, who died in . "RE . 113 5. PW a Fail 
5 of Bolougne his Nephew took poſſeſſion of the Crown, which had been ſettled on 
| bis Daughter the Empreſs Matilda. The part the Biſhop of Ely took at that 
N juncture, was to ſit ſtill, and wait for a more favourable opportunity of declaring 


+ his real ſentiments: : he even. continued in the office of Treaſurer ? during the firſt 


part of Stephen's reign: in the mean time he took care to put the e of Ely into a 
ſtate of defence, by building a Caſtle 3 at Ey, and repairing another at Aldrey, into 
which he put a garriſon; but did not think fit openly to eſpouſe the cauſe of the 


Empreſs, till the year-1139; and the occaſion of it is too remarkable to be omitted. 


1 A general rumour prevailing at that time throughout the Kingdom, that Matilda 
Was co 

5 Stephen, - t 
and Ey, were fayourers of the deſign, and their Caſtles intended for the recep- 
tion of his enemies; and that the only way to avoid the danger, was to get poſ- 
: ſeſſion of thoſe Caſtles. - Not long after, about the end of June that year, the King 

| called af great Council to be held at Oxford, to which the Biſhop of Saliſbury was 

parti ularly.. ſummoned ;- who would willingly have excuſed himſelf on account of 
his age and infirmities; but as the King refuſed to admit of any excuſe, he took 
with him, beſides his own attendants, his two Nephews the Biſhops of Lincoln and 
Eh. who. alſo. had with them. a numerous train. of Servants "al armed, and came 


A «Lib, Elen. MS. Ib. 1 3 N Hig. BE 4 "3 There are now no 


- 1 of this Caſtle, which Was Os demoliſhed in the rei Ts Als rw. I almoſt - 
n's reign were to roy Script. col. 


2043. — However, one of the Wards of the City 1 ity it ſtood retains the Name, being called to 


3 others which were erected in 


5 11 day Caſtle- Ward. 4 Malmeſb. de 5 "pl ME) Pas. 181. — e * W ad. 
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ing into England to aſſert her claim to the Crown; + it was ſuggeſted to 
t] at the Biſhop of Saliſbury, and his two Nephews the Biſhops. of Lincoln 
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with his Horſe near Aldrey, and thereby made himſelf maſter of the place, b 
his enemies had time to recolle& themſelves, or make any reſiſtance. The Biſhop 


of their innocence; and further, by a Charter dated at Cam 
| he confirmed their liberties and poſſeſſions ; but he ſeized the efts of the Biſhop, >. 


| and took-into his hands all his revenues, both within and without the The. + 


committed the care of his Dioceſe: but Ranulpb himſelf having deen 
75 found: guilty of nen ip! raiſe diſturdances in the State to ſerve his own 


138 misronr AND aerrourrine OF THE 


- 
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| to the cel. Here it happened, that a quarrel ariſing between the retainers of 


the three Biſhops, and thoſe of Alan Earl of Richmond; many were wounded on both 


| ſides, and a Knight belonging to the Earl was ſlain. The King laid hold on the oc- 


caſion to arreſt all the three Biſhops for breach of the peace; and for a pledge of 
their fidelity, infiſted'on their delivering up to him their Caſtles; and they were or- 


dered to be kept in cuſtody till they complied. But whilſt the matter was in ſuf. 


penſe, the Biſhop of Ely found means to eſcape, and went to his Uncle the Biſhop 


of Salisbury's Caſtle at the Devizes: the two other Biſhops by threats and rough uſage 


were brought to conſent. As foon as the King was informed of what courſe the 
Biſhop of Ely had taken, he took with him the Biſhop of Salisbury and his Son 
Roger, who was the. King's Chancellor, and went, and laid fiege to the Caſtle: and 


as the place was ſtrong and would take up much time to reduce it by force, he 


made uſe of this expedient to make himſelf maſter of it: A gallows was erected 
near the walls, and the Biſhop of Salisbury and the Chancellor were led up to it; 


and word was ſent to thoſe within the Caſtle, that the Chancellor ſhould be hanged, 
and the Biſhop of Saliſbury ſhould neither eat or drink, unleſs it was immediately 


delivered up to the King. * Upon which the Biſhop of Ely thought proper to ſur- 
render it, only on condition of having his Wa! and retiring to the e of Ely, 


he was there joined by fome of the diſaffected Barons, and ſome meaſures were taken 


for the defence of the place. But the King ſoon having information of their deſign, 
aſted thither with his forces; and with the greateſt expedition collecting a number 
of boats together, with hurdles and planks upon them, ſuddenly paſſed the river 


had the good fortune to eſcape out of the Ne the night before, and made the beſt 
of his way to Ghecefter, * where the Empreſs, who arrived in England a little before, 


then refided. The Monks of the Church fearing leſt this unlucky affair might turn 
to their ruin, reſolved to meet the King; and ers hemſelves at his feet, pro- | 
feſſed that they were in no wile concerned in this act of 1 bellion againſt him; and 


gave him ſuch convincing proofs of it, that the King declared: en, well movie þ 


Nor long after, the King being taken priſoner at Eincoln, the Biſhop, with the 


; afſiſtance of ſome forces he received from the Empreſs, recovered the Th: of Ely, 
and was by her means fully reſtored to his Biſhoprick. On his return to Eh, he was 
4 received by the Monks with the greater pleafure and reſpect; as there had for ſome 
time before been a diſagreement. between them and the Biſhop, occaſioned by the 


flanderous and falſe reports made of them by Raxulph, to whom the Whey had 


" private 
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private intereſt, was now fled from his charge through fear of being puniſhed for his 


miſconduct: whereby en * mutual confidence between” the Tone and them 
was reſtored." _ 


WHEN the war broky out again, « on * King's recovering his liberty, the Biſhop - 


did not openly engage himſelf in it, but ſeemed rather to wait the event. In the 
mean time the haughty behaviour of the Empreſs, gave the King ſuch advantage, 
that her cauſe became deſperate; and the Biſnop foreſeeing that his perſiſting in his 


oppoſition, muſt inevitably bring him under great difficulties, without any real ad- 


vantage to her affairs, endeavoured to make his peace with the King on the beſt 
terms he could; which was, not vithout * ne 1 about by the me- 
diation of his friends. 

IN the beginning * the year 1143, a Council being held at Saks, at which 


the King was preſent, and Henry his brother Biſhop of Winchefter preſided as the 


Pope's Legate; one Vitalis a Clergyman preferred a Charge againſt the Biſhop of Ely, 
for illegally diſpoſſeſſing him of his Church; and the Legate ſeeming to countenance 


the charge, others were encouraged to accuſe him for diſſipating the goods of the 


Church, and ſpending them on his Soldiers, and as being a principal mover of ſe- 
dition in the Kingdom: for which they appealed him to anſwer the ſame before the 
Pope. As ſoon as the Council broke up, the Biſhop thought proper to conſult ſome 
of his friends, who were with the Empreſs in the Weſtern: parts of the Kingdom: 
and in his journey thither was near being ſurprized and taken priſoner by a party 
of 98 King's forces near FYarham-Caftle 3 in Dorfetſhire; his -horſes, carriages and 


plundering the Country. Towards the end of the ſame year, + he received a Sum- 
mons from the Legate, in conſequence of the above-mentioned appeal, to attend 


| the Court of Rome: : but the loſs he had ſuffered at Varbam, rendered him unable to 


e\ ; without further ſupplies. On conſulting with Gocelin of Ely 
deacon, and others, they adviſed him to accommodate 


| of the Monks, to ſurrender to them the Manor of Hag/tock, as a Niedge for repay- 
1275 ment of the 1 within three n after his return. — Thus Homies and 


Was ae and the ſentence aſſed 
Dunne the time © that the; iſhop was 
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daggage fell into their hands, among which was the whole coſtly furniture of his 

; Chapel: the Biſhop however eſcaped to the Empreſs's Court; and having, finiſhed 
his buſineſs: there, ſet out for Eh, where he arrived ſafe, though not without great 

danger of being intercepted by ſeveral parties of Soldiers, who were roving about and 


out of th Church aan dee and to obviate any diſcontent and murmurings 
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: | defend it, invited Ga. 7y de Magnaville to their aſſiſtance, who had ſome 


| e time before 
left the King in diſguſt for diſpoſſeſſing him of his Caſtles: of Yalden and Pleſſiz, and 

| ſeized the Abby of Ramſey in Huntingdonſhire, which he fortified againſt the King; and 

RE” 5 being thus put into poſſeſſion, of the Ve of Ely alſo, it awaked the attention of the 
King,” who ſuſ] pected that it was done with the conſent or at leaſt the connivance 


of the Biſhop, though abſent at that time at Rome; and therefore again ordered all 


efſions e the N to be ſeized, and ener of them __ 


his effects and poſ 
his Soldiers: -- © f 


fairs in great diſorder and perplexity; and the King ſo much exaſperated againſt 


Nobles about the King, he was at length permitted to make his ſubmiſſion; never- 
theleſs on condition of paying a fine of 300 Marks, and furrendering up his Son 
as an hoſtage and pledge of his fidelity: after which he received the King s pro- 
tection for his perſon and effects, and returned to Ely. He was at that time lo re- 


fupply their own urgent neceſſities, in the courſe of the war, in which they hat 


200 Marks, which;theyp rocured by ſtripping off more of the ſilver from the 8 


= | 5 5 ment whereof he confirmed to them the Manor of Hadftock by his Charter, and ſet- 
ted it- 1 for the en and e e, Mt. 2 Shrine and A | 


55 the latter part of King: Saen en hed ſeem 
_—_ "© length the ſatisfaction of ſeeing peace reſtored, and th 
VJ Henry Duke of Normandy Son of Matilda the Empreſs by' a — 
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that Court; he was 


moſt exact knowledge and {kill in the forms and proceedings of 
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3 f : 75 . honour of reſtoring that Court to it's former di ity and ſplendor. +: He afterward 
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| 1 | Azour the latter end of the year 1144. the Biſhop turn to England white No 
A Feen eco be dite Iibertics ini; Polleltions of he Clinivb,: A Littors of 
recommendation from the Pope to the King and Archbiſhop; but found all his af- 


him, that it was with difficulty he obtained the favour of appearing in his preſence | 
and delivering his Letters from the Pope: however at the interceſſion of ſome 


, duced in his circumſtances, as not to be able to raiſe a ſum ſufficient to pay the 

mie that had been ſet: and the treaſures of the Church were ſo exhauſteg, that the 
Monks were not in a capacity of aſſiſting him, without having recourſe again to the 
ornaments of the Church; a great part of which they had already made uſe of, to ; 


been frequently pillaged: they were induced, however, to lend the Biſhop the ſum of 


of At. Erbeldreda, and parting-with ſome other ornaments of the Church; for — 


the Barons of the Exchequer, and probably Treaſurer: and as he was judged to have | 


* upon and particularly intruſted by the King, in reforming the many abuſes Y 
that had been introduced into it during the late times of « confuſion; and had tbe 


Ws F 


he 828 
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time Archdeacon of Eh; and he himſelf ſtill continued to act as one of the Barons 
of the Exchequer for ſome time, whilſt his Son ſat in the ſame Court as Treaſurer. 
Son time in this reign; he founded a Hoſpital at Cambridge: for a Maſter and 
ſeversl Brethren, to the honour of St. Jobn the Evangeliſt; which continued under 
the patronage: of his Succeſſors the Biſhops of Eh, till the year 1510, when the lands 


and ſite of it were ſurrendered up to the Executors of Lady Margaret Counteſs of 


Richmond, who e e fonaded:: 00 NON noble. and ITN e. of 
St. Fohn'the Evangeliſt.. ; 
WIEN he wholly tire bu buſinefs does not- appear but in the year I 100 
b the great quarrel happened between the King and A. Bp. Becker, about the Con- 
ſtitutions of Clarendon, our Biſhop was hindered. from attending the Court, having 
been lately attacked with the palſy;+ though it ſeems he afterwards ſo far recovered, 
as to be able to attend buſineſs, 5 and ſat in the Court of the Exchequer the follow- 
ing year. He continued Biſhop of Ey near 36 years; and dying on Friday May 30, 


Bi my of PO -near the A of the "OY Croſs. OR Ew 1 


4 


e 10, GEOFFRY RIDEL. 1174. 


4 


1 Fr ER : a vacancy of four years, eb FRY River, Chaplain to the King, one of 
11 the Barons of the Exchequer, and Archdeacon of Canterbury, was duly elected 
by the Prior and Convent of Eh at Vefiminſter on May I. 1173, before Richard de 
= Chief Juſtice of England, who gave his aſſent, in the abſence of the King, who 


as then in Normandy. * He had been preferred to his Archdeaconry by A. Bp. Becket ; 


in 1163, on the King's earneſt recommendation; and during the vacancy, was Cuſtos 
of this See. Immediately after his election he went down to Eh, and was with 


much ſolemnity- inthroned in his Cathedral Church on the 17 of May being 


| Aſcenſon-day ; 9 and that before he was either Confirmed or Conſecrated. Several 
other elections to different vacant Sees were made at the ſame time; and not long 


= Richard Prior of Dover was elected to Canter Bury; but as there was a diſagree- 


ment at that time between King Henry the Father and the young King Henry his 


_ app zeal was made to the Court of Rome; and the Elect of Canterbury going thither to 
obtain the Pope's Confirmation for himſelf and the reſt of his Brethren, the young 


Bis. wr over or ef. Orleans, n fer AN to any them. 1% — The Pope 


9 5 expected 


„See Madox's Hiſt of the OR FL N ane nme, 


Præſul. Angl. pag. 250. 3 The Biſhop y's Regi iſter B. pag. 244. + Gervaſii Chron col.1 330. 
s Madox Hiſt. Excheq. ut ſupra; — 2 his Nun Anglic. in the Diſſertation prefixed, pag. l 
Our Author (Lib. Elien. MS, lib. iii. cap. 131.) remarks that in the latter part of his life, he was 


'obli to be carried about in a carriage by his Servants. 7 Ad inſtantiam Cardinalum Alberti 


iet Theodini, Henricus rex Pater regis in Anglicana Eccleſia fieri liberas electiones et permiſit et 
"© ſeripfit.* Radulf. de Dieeto Ymag. 
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1 L 69, was buried in his Cathedral Church on the Sunday n. by nr . 


4 n; the latter oppoſed them all, as being made without his conſent: whereupon an : 


_ x": N 
x f . 2 * 1 7 1 e 
x * 1 4; : J q "#2 * 4 4 <5 EI 
A n 2 ; 2 Ks : 6 , $5 S e : 
5 ESE. 8 "HM 8 ; 
ES 7 2 ws” 4 * 8 7 — 4 y a, T 
8 N Fs | - hy \ n * 8 9 1 7 
e I” . 5 W 6 Wr — ry 3 P 


liſt. inter X Script. col. 68. * Angl. Sacr. vol. i. p. 301% 
Matth. Paris Hiſt. p. 106. * Rad. de * ut =, [v9 e 1 7 Lene PAS: 538." Big 


2 


ſpoke in regard to his See, is not eaſy to determine. Cert 


the purgation of himſelf, that he made on his Confirmation, F 
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. on this occaſion chat all the Elects wud have en before him: and 
when he enquired particularly why the Elect of Ely was not there? Berter anſwered, 


My Lord, he has the Goſpel-excuſe : — What is that? ſaid the Pope: — He has mar- 


ried" a Wife, replied Barter, and therefore he cannot come. — Whether this was 
meant as a reflection on the Elect of Ely, as having been formerly married; or only 
it is, that about that 


time many of the Clergy in the higheſt ſtations in the Church had been married 


men; only they were obliged, before their admiſſion into holy Orders, to make a vow 
of celibacy: for inſtance, Roger © 
cellor in K. Stephen's reign; and Nigellus the late Biſhop of EY s Son Richard the 
King's Treaſurer was Archdeacon of Ely, and in the next reign was promoted to 
the See of London; Joceline Biſhop of Saliſsurys Son Reginald was at this time Elect 


* 


+ op of Saliſbury had a Son who was Lord Chan- 


of Bath: And that the Ele& of Ely had formerly been married ſeems-probable, from 
om thoſe exceptions 
which were made to his character, before the Pope, by the young, King s Ambaſſa- 
dors; namely, That he had neither by word or deed, or by writing in any wiſe pro- 


cured or promoted the death of Thomas | Becket] the late Archbiſhop; neither had 


he, ſince his admiſſion into holy Orders, been married or cohabited with any woman: 


which ſeems to imply that he had formerly been married. However, after the return 
of the Archbiſhop from Rome he was Conſecrated at Canterbury, with ſeveral others, 
Oct. 6. 1774. Before his promotion to the See of Ely, he had heen employed 1 in ſe- 
veral embaſſies abroad, and particularly at the Court of Rome and in the contro- 


verſy between the King and Becket A. Bp. of Canterbury about. the Conſtitutions of | 0 

Clarendon, he took part with the King, and ſtrongly oppoſed my 2 83 of the 

Archbiſhop; for which he was excommunicated by him. 5; 
"AFTER he was made Biſhop, he continued in high favour enn the King: . who 


in his progreſs i in the year 1177, came to Eh, and with many Biſhops, Earls, and 
Barons, held there a great Council on the ſtate of N 
5 turn to London he conferred the Abby of Thorney on 8 
Eh. In the year, 1179, he was appointed Chief of the King's Ttinerant juſtices, 35 with 
four. others, in Cambridgeſhire, and ſeven other adjoining ( Counties. With regard to 
his Church, he recovered in the King's Court at Windſor, 4 + from Roger Bigod, Earl 
7 of Norfolk, the ſervice of fix Knights-fees in Suffolk, and ſome. other eſtates that 
had been alienated from the Church during the Civil Wars in King Stephen's 
reien; and procured of Pope Alexander III. a Bull of Confirmation of all the Lands, 


onal affairs: * After his re- 
lomon Prior of the Church "JN 


Poſſeſſions, and Liberties of the Church, dated the 20th of April, 1 179. 5 He alſo 


repaired. very elegantly. with filver the two ſides and part of the covering "8 
boa e ne ſeveral . rich. Ve n! | ornamented | the en wich 
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paintings; and men me he now y work a 1 at t the Weſt-end of the Church, 


almoſt up to the top. 

H was nominated one e the 0 of King ther 5 will, "hich bears Date 
| at Waltham A. D. 1182. The King dying abroad in Fuly 1189, our Biſhop, among. 
many others of the Biſhops and Nobility, went down to Wincheſter 3 in great ſtate, 
to wait the arrival of the new King. Whilſt he was there, he was taken ill, and 
died a few days after, viz. on the 21ſt. of Auguſt 1189. His Body was conveyed 
thence to Ely and interred in the Cathedral Church: And, as he died inteſtate, all 
his effects, conſiſting of Plate and Jewels to a great amount, beſides 3306 Marks of 


MEG: in Oy , were ſeized to the King's WF. 


"IV. WILLIAM LONGCHAMP, 1189. 


"oh HANCELLOR of England, was elected Biſhop of this See Sept. 15. 1 189, ar t 
LA a general aſſembly of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal at the Abby of 
Pipewell in Northamptonſhire; Conſecrated at Lamberh Dec. 31, 1189, and inthron- 
ed Jan.6. He was a Norman, and of low extraction, but raiſed by King Richard to 
be one of the greateſt Subjects that we read of in this Kingdom. Upon' the King's 
going to the Holy Land, he appointed him alſo Chief Juftice of the Southern part 
of England, and Protector of the Realm; and that nothing might be wanting to 
him in Dignity, the Pope, at the King's requeſt, and in conſideration of one thou- 
ſand pounds, conſtituted him Legate. Theſe Powers he is faid to have exerted 
with great inſolence, pride, and oppreſſion: however, there is no donbt but it was 
chiefly his greatneſs that drew upon him the envy and hatred of the Nobility; his 
inflexible loyalty to his Prince whilſt abroad, made him the more vigilant to guard 
_ againſt every ſtep that was taken againſt his intereſt. Jobn Earl of Moreton the 

| King's Brother ſhowing by all his actions, that he had an eye on, the Crown, the 
Chancellor was the more watchful of him, fo as to guard againſt that undue in- 

| fluence he was attempting to make on the minds of the people: which drew on him 
the reſentment of that Prince: ſoon. after his vigorous proceedings. againſt Geofry | 
N Arehbihop of Nori another of the King's Brothers, who had lately come into Eng- 
contrary to his engagements to the King, 7 firſt gave his enemies an handle to 

e clamours of the people againſt him. Earl Joby laid hold on the occaſion, 
it himſelf at the head of that party of the Nobility which was diſguſted; and 
: they alt loudly exclaimed againſt the pride and inſolence of the Chancellor, and 
loaded him with all the groſſeſt calumnies, true or falſe, that were moſt apt to irri- 
tate the populace ne him. In As mean time, an aſſembly of the Lords being 

75 Called, met together: at St 's I in an irregular en wee ane 
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not daring to truſt himſelf" in ſuch an ay: they proceeded to ſentence + ex- 


communication; which had ſuch an effect, that he thought it moſt convenient to 
provide for his own ſafety, and retire out of the Kingdom in diſguiſe; but being 
diſcovered in his paſſage in woman's apparel, he was brough o Dov! 
treated with the utmoſt contumely and rigour, and there impriſoned; With great 
di fficulty his enlargement was at length obtained by the interceſſion of other 
Prelates. Upon Which he retired into Normandy, waiting the return of King 
Ridbard; and ſo far fatisfied him of his innocence, that the King reſtored bim to 


the higheſt b of love and confidence; he returned into — 1 19 : and con- 


63 1 1 his 5 forme) he fell ſick, and died at 
Puiftiers Jan. 30; and was buried in a Ciſtercian Abby called Ban or Pram * 5» # 


heart being brought to Ely and there depoſited i in his Cathedral. 


NorwirRSTAN DING the Character of this Prelate has been . by 
moſt Hiſtorians in a very unfavourable light; yet there are Writers 2 of unqueſtion- 


5 able credit, who deſcribe him as a wiſe, generous, good- natured man; and one 


whoſe probity and perſonal merit alone recommended him to the King; -and that 
the publick hatred he incurred, was the effect of envy.and po aer miſcoritruQion, 
rather than of a conduct that could not be juſtified. | * 
: DURING his Regency, in order to ſtrengthen the place of 115 Refidence, 7 far- 4 


90 rounded the Tower of London with a large and 11 5 Foſs, e by age it FO . 
communication with the river A „ | Ont 


ͤͥ 8 
5 conſiderable. learning, 3, Archdeacon of Richmond, 8 5 the 


X Church of Tok, and Dean of Setifury, and Keeper of the Great Seal, + (in 
the abſence of the Chancellor) was elected Biſhop at Mallieroil in Normandy 5 by the 


TH erated the Kin — 11 of 


Ate of Chancellor, ls Sake Archbithop WE ante; en WON 
Hewas one of the Biſhops who accepted from the Pope he employ 


the Act of excommunication of King John, and putting the K under Ry Inter- 


ther with the Biſnops of 


ore Sca — and were outlawed. After various negotiations the King 0 i bee 
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CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF. BLY, . laisnors.) 145 
gilt to the Pope 's Authority. And the Biſhop of Ely 8 and received a 
- Confirmation from the King of the privileges granted by King Richard I. and alſo 
the Patronage of the Abbey of Thorney,. and died at Reading * Feb. 5.1215. and was 
buried in his Cathedral Church near St. Mary s Altar, in the old Chapel of St. Mary. 
Tu building of the Weſt part of the Cathedral called the Ga#le is aſcribed to 
Him, 3 He alſo granted to the Convent a parcel of Ground, lying between their Re- 
* feRtory and the Gallery leading from the Biſhop's Palace to the Cathedral, to make a 
| Cellar; and gave much Plate and Ornaments to his Church, and appropriated the 
Churches of 'Steuchworth and Melreth to the uſe of the Convent : and left 5 Marks 
yearly for one Taper. to be kept bowing. before RT 8 Alter and two Marks and 

a half for his Anniverſary; + | | 
AFTER the death of Euftachius, the 3 elected Geffry 4 Burgh Archdeacon 
of: Norwich; but before his Election was publiſhed, they revoked . iy and choſe 
Robert of _ for their Biſhop; to whom the King refuſed his aſſent; however, hav- 
ing got poſſeſſion of the place, he held it without Conſecration near five years; and 
2 to himbaf a nn hn Wa all the ace and other Fights of 


3 "ties appears that Robert "OY taker 88 with 1 15 the Dauphin of France . 
N Ring Jobn; and after the acceſſion of Henry III, he went over into France; and there 
publiſhed falſe rumours of the King's: death, to raiſe diſturbances, in this Kingdom, 
and promote an invaſion. - , Whereupon the King wrote a. moſt. ſubmiſſive | and 
Preſſing Letter to the Pope; 5 informing him that Robert had been preintruded 1 into 
the gee, in order to put Lewit into poſſeſſion of the dr of Eh, which he calls one . 
of the beſt fortified places in the Kingdom; © and therefore beſeeching bim to take 2. 
upon himſelf the care of providing a proper perſon for the See of Eh by his own 12. 
authority. Accordingly the Pope commiſſioned Pandulf his Legate here in Engla 4. 
and Stephen Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 7 to caſlate both Elections, end by apoſtolick 
y authority, to boned to Ne oe wy Eh, | ? 
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His: nbc and ſecylar emplayments did not hinder him from attending chicfly 
4 the duties of his function. In his Epiſcapal Character he was one of the moſt e- 
minent exar ples of piety and virtue in his time; great commendations are beſtowed 
on him by 4 contemporary Hiſtorian, * for his rehgjous courſe of life, his hoſpi- 
tality, and liberality to the poor: Beſides this, he was 2 generous benefactor to the 
Monks of Eh, by adding to their revenues, and confirming to them all the former 
grants of his Predeceſſors: He alſo, with their conſent, enacted ſeveral Statutes for 
the better goyernment of the Convent: 3- He alſo united the two Hoſpitals « of St. John 


Baptiſt and. St. Mary Magdalene i in Ely; gave them Statutes. and a Rule, and put them 


| under the immediate government of t the Sacriſt of Ely, as the e Biſhop's s Vicar; reſerv- 
ing to himſelf and Succeſſors, the power of admitting and diſplacing the members; 
by his ordinance the Hoſpital was to conſiſt of 3 Chaplains and Brethren, who 


were to have a ne Refectory and Dormitory, and wear a uniform habit. And 


for the advancement of Academical learnin g, he placed ſome Scholars and Students 


in the Hoſpital. of St. Jobn the Evangeliſt 1 in Cambridge, then belonging t to the e 
nage of the Biſhops of Eh; and incorporated them with the former members : 4 :+ in 
© hich. ſtate. they continged till about the year 1 280; * when not agreeing well toge- 

| of EF by, removed theſe Scholars to his new fopndation 


> purchaſe of the Manor © Branford | in Suffolk, with the adyguſon 
of Weſterffield and Whittenton, now. Whitton annexed, and the Manor 


the profits 20 Marks bp axly to the Four Chaplains of the Chantry s he 
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unr AND ANTIGUI TES o THE. 


| he Thitd 104 Alienora his Queen, and their Children, and the Souls bs the Biſhops 
and Mon ks of Eh, . and of all their Benefactors: and that this Service might not be 
Interrupted, he obtained a grant from the King, for reſerving. at all times thoſe 20 
Marks, for the uſe of his Four Chaplains, in the Vacancy of 255 See, whenever the. 

5 Temporalties ſhould come into the King's hands. a 
Ix the year 1235 he began the foundation of that PARTING EEE the C Ga. 
| thedral at the Eaſt-end. confiſtin g of ſix Arches, called the Preſpytery; ; which work 
| | he continued till the year 12 51. The expenſe of this Fabrick was 53 50/. 18. 8d. He 
„%%% nl finiſhed the great Weſtern Tower with a lofty Spire of timber covered with lead; 
| this Spire was taken down i in the reign of Henry the Sixth, when the Tower was raiſed 
with ſtone-work about 64 feet higher, and put into the preſent form; he likewiſe re- 
built a great part of his Epiſcopal Palace in Ey; ; and at Ditton, Shipdam, and almoſt 
pl the other 1 belonging to bis See, he 8 2 85 Rye oven in + hm 
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* 


"Ys | 7 Gt September 3 7. 12 52. the Whole Church was dedicated with what Akane); 6 
„ the honour of St. Mary, St. Perer, and St. Etheldreda+* and on this occafion he had 
the honour of entertaining the King himſelf, Prince Edward is Son, and many of 
| his Nobles and Prelates, moſt magnificently. He died at Dounham-Aug. 6. I - 54. 3 
and y was honourably buried behind the High Altar at the feet of St. Etheldreda, in the 
middle of the Preſbytery, which he had lately built; and into which he had ſolemn. 
| ly tranſlated the Reliques of St. Etheldreds, Witbburga, Sexburga; Ermenilda, and of / 
St. Alban. +. His: Monument was a raiſed one of grey marble, with his effigies curi- 
ouſly carved, in his epiſcopal habit, and as it were inthroned or inſtalled; at the 
head were angels ſupporting a Crown of Glory on the ſides of the Stall were carv- 
Abbot,. and a Monk; on the left, St, Erheldreda, 
an Abbeſs crowned, and a Nun; and at the foot of the Stall, the ſtory of st. Edmund's | 
Martyrdom: alluding to the founding the Church of Ey, and St. Edmund's Abby, 
over which he had prefided, This Monument which ſtopd cloſe by St. Erbeldreda's 
Shrine, Was probably removed at the time when that Shrine was demoliſhed ; and 
0p Gan 1 'omb, 5 5: 7908 d! the i incurious ceo 
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the Churches of Meldburn and Swafbam, for the increaſe of - hoſpitality. He had the 
character of a modeſt, faithful, and well-learned man 
noniſt and Civilian. 1 In 1256. being ſent Ambaſſador! to negotiate a treaty be- 
tween our King and Afonſo King of Spain, he lived but juſt long enough to finiſh 
that buſineſs; for the Treaty was ſigned by him at Sughq in that Kingdom Sept. 20. 
1256.3 and he died on the 22d or 23d of the ſame month, and was there buried z 
his Heart was conveyed to Ely; and depoſited in the. Preſbytery on the north ſide, be- 
tween two pillars near the high Altar; where we ſtill ſee a Monument 3- or 
Cenotaph, which was erected to his Memory. He left to the Convent by his Will, 


x Wy 2 


200 Marks 4 for founding a perpetual Chantry of Two Chaplains i in the ee. 


Church: And gave to the Priory of rn 200 n, 5 105 io 8 
err at —— 89 88 5 | 3 


N 1. nuch DE. BALSHAM. 1267. b 


LL to cleft, and recommended Henry de Wengham his Chancellor to be elected in- 
to the Biſhoprick: But the Monks were determined rather by their regard towards 
the perſonal merits of HUGH DE BALSHAM their Sub-Prior, and choſe him. The 
King being exaſperated wm this occaſion, ' gave free liberty to Fohannes de 
Walerannus, who had the cuſtody of the Temporalties during the vacancy, to com- 
mit great waſte and Havok! throughout the Woods, Lands, Fiſheries, and Villages 
belonging to the Biſhoprick, with grievous exactions on the Tenants; and refuſed 


to confirm the Election with his conſent: though the Chancellor i in conſideration 


2 


* 
N 


y Biſhop | Elect 


in conſequence of an Order made by the Court of Rome, that evei 
tho his perſonal appearance at Rome, though at an immenſe expenſe; 
ſecuted his Appeal thither; and obtained of Pope Alexander a Confirmation of his 
Election: and was accordingly conſecrated by the Pope October 14. 1257. This Ap- 
peal to the Court of Nome was firſt made by the King's Proctors, who found that 
the Archbiſhop intended, after cancelling the Election of Hug, to provide or ſub- 
ſtitute another in his room, upon the pretence of a Devolution to himſelf as Arch- 
biſhop. ? It appears, from the authority juſt cited, that the cuſtom. of this Convent 

was for the e — 8 to cleft Seven, * * after which theſe Seven 
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and very eminent as a Ca- 


8 Pc ON the death of William dr Kiltewy, the King granted the Convent license 
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E oro ar AND ANTIQUITIES- or Tur 


::800N 5 his return from Name, in the year 12 58. 43. Hear, HI. he ſued: the 
Maſter of the Knights Templars, before Hugh Biget Juſticiary of England; for 
his right of Haſtilage in the New Temple; when he {et forth, that Hugh Norwold 
and William de Kilkenny, and others his Predeeeſſors had, and were in rightful - poſ. 
ſoſſion of Hoſtilage there, Whenever they es came to Londn; and particularly the Uſe 
of the Groat Hall, the Chapel at the entrance into the Hall, Chambers, @ Kitchen, 
ory, a Cellar for wine throughout the year, a ſtable, and all other caſe- 
| i ith free ingreſs and egreſs at all times; of 
Maſte ſſeiſec E and denied him entrance: and n 
1 Gaimiago at 2601 The event was, the Biſhop recovered his right, with Coſts. 

Bein ls Foifcopate, we find «puttin nted by the Pope 5 ts 

1 Monks of Eh, i in confideration of their Cathedral Church being ſituate on an emi» _ 

l 1 nence, and expoſed to cold and ſharp winds; to wear Caps ſuited to their Order. 
m the year 1268. the Biſhop iſſued out an Order to his Archdeacon to ſummon all 
Pariſh Prieſts c. to repair to the Cathedral once a year in Whitſun-week and pay 
* Pentecoſtals, and to exhort their Pariſhioners te do the like; und r pain of 
| Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures. $ Tt was this Biſhop that ſettled the Diſtinction of Jenin 
lor 8 the Hy of Combridge, and the A eace Ely 


* ſelf anc Suceeſſors Biſhops of By, 4 "FRE of rv 
which he annexed to his See : he alſo purchaſed the Patronage of Three Churches, 
1 Norfolk, and Hinton and Coningion in his own Dioceſe; and theſe 
te ſettled on his! uceeffors, in recompence for Three Churches belonging to his See, 
* he had aL; 2 Wi ;ſebech and Fonton to the ule of the Convent 
vf Bh, and Triplow which he had aſſigned to his Scholars efiding in Cambridge. In 
"the 80 1 280. from 27 affection to e > and reſpecting the ſtate of the p 
Seheiges: in the Une of bree dhe men uch pet £0 i for convent 
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 EATHEDRAT CHURCH OF ELV. (eisnors.) 151 
Hoſp tal might not be loſers by this appointment; the further ordained that they 
mould have certain Rents, and ſeveral Houſes near to their Hoſpital, which he had 
before afſigned to his Scholars. By his laſt Will he left to his Scholars many Books 
in Divinity and other Sciences; and 300 Marks for erecting new buildings; with 
which ſum they purchaſed a piece of ground on the South - ſide of the ſuid Church, 
where they built'a very fine Hall. | "This was the firſt endowed College in Cambridge - 
The Univerſity, in grateful reſpect to his memory, by an Inſtrument dated at 
Cambridge 7 Kal. Jun. A. D. 1291. and ſealed with the Univerſity Seal; obliged them- 
ſelves annually to celebrate a ſolemn commemoration of his Obit. He died at 
Doddington June 16.5 1286. and was buried the 24th of the ſame Month in his 
Cathedral ee before the n. Altar, We. 7 homas de e n Biſhop 0 of | 


Jou DE kukzzr 1266. 


SHE Prior an Convent having feeeived the King's Werler to dect a new 
1 Biſhop, dated at Pari July 8, anne 14% + JohN Dk kIxE EBT, Canon of 
| Welk and Tt, Arehdeacon of Coventry, Dean of Yinhirn in Dorſetfhire, and Trea- ; 
ſurer to King Ed 1, was dy then elected Fuly 26. 1286: he was at that time 
only Deacon; Was ordained Prieſt by Archbiſhop Peckbam at Feverſham Sept. wi 
and confecrated the day after at Cantorbary.,5 In the latter part of the reign of 5 
Henry III, he had been Keeper of the Beal; which: office he held at the time of 
that King's death: 7 before his advancement | o the See of By, he had been elected 
Biſhop of Roch! er in 1283; dut dectined A ecpting | of that dignity, as appear by 
a act of renuncjation dated June 16. that year, * Fo 
As is ſaid to have involved himfelf too müch in & 1 ar en . a5 60 have 
neglect his Paſtoral function; and in the exerciſe of his office of Treaſurer was 
y tho "_ to have carried his rd to exceſs: In the of we SHORE: the 


Film the Cities, Bur © 55 and the e King : * wg = 
1 8 he Viss! A Venen erat * e Sark 


| "i Ibid. = ds cal. $8 Pen, 3 3 1.MSS > Halten. 53 et 721 3 1 16. 
nognulli MSS ponunt. MS Regiſt, EGI M. pag. 119.8 MS Cotton. Titus. A. 1. Maden 
: Hil. Excheg. Pag: 49. . 7 Rymer Ford. vol. i. pag. 888. Angl. Sacr. vol. i, p.352. Note o. 15 
2 PIG 1 MS Regift. ot R. fol: 2% NS Cotton: © audius,” C:11, 
fol. 345,8 e iba Ws 6 mach enlarged and improved, by Purchaſes of land and other 
fon? adn dd by his Succeſſors; that the whole, confiſting of nog, TR 1 9 
a e be 9 20 . in the 9 of OO Elizabeth, | 


_— 
1 6 ** > 


| Oder, to conſider about an Aid or Subſidy to be granted to the King: according- 


=> i commendably and uprightly in his office of Treafurer. of the King's 


4 herents on the one fide; and other Ma 
ties on the other, concerning the Statutes, Cuſtoms, and Privileges of the 


'3 EC TIT Be 
4 p © a 
* * 1 
4 7 75 * 1 
2 6 RE 8 
# N e * 
* 7 3 
£ WE 
-> 


ov * 4 


2 - 0s7TORY AND ANTIQUITIES: or THE 


"1 | "Uh At of the year 1290. having been attacked with an acute fever; he 
** afterwards to be ſo well recovered, as to be thought paſt danger; but ven- 
"turing out too ſoon, and not taking proper care of himſelf, in a few days he had a 
. which proved fatal to him. He died at Ely March 26. 1290. and was buried, 
(Ralph de Walpole Biſhop of Norwich performing the funeral Tn in (ug Cathedral 
2 before the i on the e of the Choir, 
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„ WILLIAM DE LUDA, 4 * 
: REB EN DA RY a Saint Paul's London, and of Net and FEY Fun 


an of St. Martins 1 Grand Londbn, and Keeper of the King's 


of Durbam, Dea: 


| Wardrobe, was elected Biſhop by the Convent May 4. 1290. and the ſame Month 
- ordained Deacon, and confirmed by John Peckbam Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 


by him ordained 'Prieft at Bocking in Eſſex Sept. 13; on the iſt of "Ofober followin g 
ne was conſecrated Biſhop in St. Mary's Church in Ely, and the ſame day inthroned 
in his Cathedral Church: at this Conſecration the Archbiſhop was aſliſted: by Seven 
of his Suffragan Biſhops, Robert Burnel Biſhop of Bath and Wells, the King's Chan- 
* cellor, Jobn de Pontys Biſhop of WW inchefter, Oliver de Sutton of Lincaln, Ralph de 
. . Walpole of Norwich," William de Ie Cornere of Saliſbury, Peter Biſhop of Exeter, and 
Aman Biſhop of Saint Aſaph.* The occaſion of this extraordipary aſſembly of Bi- 
_ ſhops at that time, was a Provincial Couneil or Convocation of the Clergy, which 
ie Archbiſkop had ſame time before ſummoned to meet at Ely. on the ad of 


* the hex ap and the 2 by their Proetong, met in the Chapter-Houſe at 


In" 1292. he is ſaid t have been appoint Chancellor, 3 ath of Rober: 
Bikers ſhop. of Bath and Melli; though it js probable he held that Office: but, 4 
Aittle time. However, he was highly valued by the King for his abilities and inte- 
grity: and the Character given of him by a contemporar) Hiſtorian, + is that of Vir 

* magnificus et eminentis iſcientize;” and he further adds, that he had conducted 


4 1 as to gain the eſteem of all, from the higheſt to the loweſt. 
I the year 1294, we find a Sy bmiſſion made to the Biſhop by the aper of 
unbridge; in a diſpute between Henry de Boyton Chancellor of Cambridge and his 
ſters Regents in Theology : and other Facul- 
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- Our Biſhop was Fare Vibe King? in mw one © i his Comm 
der the \mediation of the Pope, to ſettle” the conditions of a 1 Truce between «the 
Kings of France and England." © * 

Tun Ring having in the begi 
of the Clergy to be taken into his hands, 2 for their refuſing to grant him an aid 
in defence of the Realm, in in conſequence of the Pope's inhibition; and on their 
perſiſting in their refuſal, having cauſed it to be proclaimed that they were out of his 
1 ſoon after came to Ely; as appears by ſeveral Letters and Writs of the 
King dated at Ely February 12, that year* 3-probably the King's buſineſs there, was 
to take the advice of the Biſhop: and ſome! other of his faithful Counſellors then 


preſent; for the Biſhop of Ey was one of thoſe Prelates vyho were mediators between 


the King and the Clergy,” and found out the means of reſtoring them to-the King' 8 
protecti ion, by giving him the Fifth of all their eccleſiaſtical goods for that year.! 
H died March 27,5, 1298; and was buried in the Preſpytery on the South-ſide, 
between two e near the Five Altar, at ys entrance into "the old 9 of 
e 2 1 
HIS predeceſſor Sohn + + Kirkely had lelt by \ Will « to ap See of 25 his M anion 


n ng &f the yeab! 1297, breed tho! Tonlporittics 


Houſe and certain tenements adjoining, in Holbourn in the Suburbs of Londen: and ; 


this Biſhop purchaſed ſeveral other houſes, and ſome lands adjoining, and left them 
to the Church of Ely and his Succeſſors, on condition, that his immediate Succeſſor 
ſhould pay 1000 Marks to his Executors, within 3 months after his Confirm ation: 
he alſo gave by his Will 200 Marks, to purchaſe 20 Marks a year for maintenaneę 
f Three Chaplains, to pray for his Soul and the Souls of the Bifnops of Ely 
habitation.” OG W 1 


ON the death of Wi iam 45 Les the King' 8 Officers fined 7 5 A ck 1 Tempe- . 
s of the Biſhoprick, but alſo the revenues of the Priory, 5, s On which occaſion/ 


eir Succeſlors Taps ever in the l hone belides three Holes: for their 


- the Prior and Convent, . rather than be. fabje&t to ſuch inconvenience for. the future, 


Marks obtained a 


by a fine of 1000 


* future rack: of bes 8 1 


4 ** TY F # ; 1 
+ 3 a 4 2 3 PR. 7 cs I® 2 # * N. 4 3 we 3þ [0 1 TY % 9 4 r 2 * — 2 
. "Te oh. * AY 8 n "+ 4 LY A 1 5 F n NE, AS Hans op * : «BP: 
N Y K * i 8 : ; 7 : 2 Ln A . . As 


5 ” 
RV! 
83 2 
+ % 3 * 
e 
W 


IF y 1 ere of the ditnks. Jobs Salman . Prior wa 
8 en Prins of . oh . 


* A 3 Oe + 


EY Ts We vol} b „ Marth: eee ee 3 5 Rymer Feed. vol. ii 


. Wo 3 —Angl. Sar. vol. i. 520. 4 Henr. Knyghton, inter X Seri col. 2492, i TI} BY 


. Ang]. Sacr. v. i. p. 522. hut Mar. ag, according to the Ely Obituary, MS Cotton. . Velpal. A. 6. 
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| * in Lr. the Prior, in Chancellor thought fit w appeal to _ 
the Pope: and both went to Rome to ſolicit their cauſe in, perſt | | 
Election; but gave the Proftexs of the Convent liberty to Nominate: 7 
the exempt " [Abbots - of the. ame Order, namele. of: St. Bduandbwoy, Weſtminſter, 
8 | 3 hich they xefuling ta do, bx hie onm authority he. tran- 
to, the See of EH, RALPH DR WALPOLE, Biſnop of Namaich, Fuly 15. 1299; 

4 promoted:the Prios of Ah to. the: See of Norwich; and: the Archbiſhoprick of 
Dublin being at that time-vacan by the death of William Ottanine, wha: died in his 
return. from the Court of Rome, * ppb eine, nen 
dete ve e eee dec 8 


HE 5 F e and eee h exe dor the 
| o * MR 


been made by diffeent Archbiſbops of Zanterhury, and on occaſions had 
deen preſeribed. by his Predeceſſors Biſhops of Ehx: felefting thold which were ne 
ceſſary and proper to be continued; and ab gating 5 ch as | 
and change of things and cu ances, he uperfluous 
lete; he compiled from the whats with ſome ac titions: of 1 0 — 
body of ſtatutes ; which he joined: to be inviotably obſerved by the: donv 
the fame. „ „ 

ent the 8:6 ad only e es y e 


4 = n but eee Wi nchel les god gs to le. | and confirm the election, 
y, on a ate of his e literate; the Convent appealed. to the C of Rome z 
OT where: he Eleft ſubmit ti ng | is pretenſions to Fo X Bealee, he e co 
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CATHEDRAL: emvnent or RL böishore > izs 
tion, and conſecrated him Biſhop at Rome." His Diſburſements at that Court, toge= 
ther with the Expenſes of his Journey, were eſtimated at about 1 5000/.* On his re- 
turn to Bly, he refuſed being inſtalled by the Archdeacon of Canterbury, who was pre- 
ſent and claimed that privilege ; but took poſſeſſion of his place in the Church, by 
virtue of the Pope 8 authority. He confirmed all the grants of his predeceſſors to the 
Convent by his Charter ; 3 in which are enumerated the diſtin& rights and privileges 
ok the Biſhop and Convent, in their ſeveral Lands and Manors belonging to the 
Church. He left by Will his books and furniture of his Chapel to the Convent; but 
the Archbiſhop claimed his right to the pontifical Ring, 7 as due to him on the death 
of every one of his Suffragans. He died at Downham, Jan. 21. 1310. 5 and was ins 
ae in the Church before the High Altar next to his immediate Predectfſſor. 


. JohN DE KETENE. 1310. 


HE e See being bertifled to the King, as uſual, and nis licehce 
obtained to proceed to an election; the Prior and Convent elected Fobn de 
Ketene, Altaoner of the Church, Mar. 2.1310.5 who was Confirmed- * the Atth- 
biſhop ro Fuly, and Conſecrated Biſhop at Canterbury 6 Sept. following. | 
Ix this Biſhop's time, viz. in the year 1313, King Edward II. ſent Lane mans. 
tory to borrow money of the Clergy and Eccleſiaſtical Corporations, to enable him 
to reſiſt the Scots under Robert Jr Brur: $o6 Matks were charged on the Biſhop, 
and 300 on the Convent. 7 The ſame year Robert, Biſhop of Glaſgow in Scotland, who 
had been guilty of ſome offence againſt King Edward II. and had been ſent to the 
Court of Rome, to anſwer for his condutt; was by the Pope remitted back to the 
King, to be kept in cuſtody, till peace was reſtored between the two Kingdoms. The 
King ſent him to Ely, and wrote _ the Biſhop and to the Prior and Convent, ® t6 
Has him in their cuſtody ; and to provide lodgings fitting his ſtate and condition 
. x the precincts of the Priory, where he might be ſecurely kept, atid treated 

et, and be maintained at his own expetife. He contintiet in this conffte- 
amn 22555 _—_— no was r th to Thr, 


went. till about the middle of the next Sun | 
Au thence to Curt. | ied: i; 
I the year 1314, the King vitted Eh, and a his Eafter there 
nificence: and during his ftay there, being attended by" 4 op in 
mfr 6f the Church, he took occafion to mention the difpute between the Monks 
of $t. Man's and Eh, er the Body of the Eu Prot Mo; which | 
he decided in favour of the former... 3 e ee 
2 Tits whey. 8 and was b ried 
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XVI. JohN HOTHAM, $056 


YREBENDARY of York; Rector of Cottinghan | in Yorkſhire, and Chancellor of the 
King's Exchequer, 1 was elected Biſhop, confirmed July 20, and conſecrated 

at e the 30 of October, 13 16. He was much employed in publick buſineſs, 
both before and after his pramotion to this See: in 13 10, he was the King's Eſchea- 


tor beyond the Trent ;3 in 1313, he attended the King in his expedition into France, 


and was one of his Commiſſioners to treat with Philip King of France: 4 in 1314, 


q and 1315, he was employed as the King's Plenipotentiary into Treland to the Earl 


of Ulfer ; with full commiſſion to tranſact and ſettle with the Rebels, and all other 
perſons; to remove Officers, and to place others in their ſtead. 5 In December, 13 16, 
he was ſent, with others, on an Embaſſy to the Pope, to treat concerning the reve- 


nues of the Dutchy of Aquitain, lately mortgaged to the Pope for 16,000 Florins: 6 
and ſoon after his return, May 27,1317, was appointed Treaſurer of the King's Ex- 


chequer 37 and the year following made Lord Chancellor of England. s 3 Whilſt he 
was in that poſt, he obtained of the King in Parliament at Terk, a Confirmation of 
all the former Rights and Kerb of * Church of Eh, both of the 3 and 
Convent. TT | 

THE Biſhop then 8 was s perſonally preſent in the 99 55 08.1 12.1 yy 19, 
when the Engliſh were defeated by the Scots, in the battle of Myton upon Swale ; and 


E narrowly. eſcaped being taken priſoner 10 after which he was appointed one of the 


Commiſſioners, to treat concerning peace with Robert Brus en with whom a Truce 
was concluded for two years: and ſoon after reſigned. his Office of Chancellor. 
THE Chapel of St. Mary, now Trinity Church, was begun i in his time, by John de 


15 Wiſbech, one of the Monks of this Church, at the charge of the Convent ; the firſt 

Stone thereof was laid upon Lady- day, 1321, by Alan de I, alſngham, Sub-prior of 
the Convent; who was on Dec“. 21, following, appointed by the Biſhop, Sacriſt of 
the Church, a Man every way qualified for that ſtation, | eſpecially as among his other 


accompliſhments, he was eminently {kilful in Architecture, and other mechanical 


Arts: he had not been quite two months in his office, before he had A favourable 
y opportunity of exhibiting a ſpecimen of his talents and abilities that way. In the be- 
Einning of the year 1322, on the 120 of February i in the night, the old Tower in the 
middle of the Church ſuddenly. falling down, ruined alſo. the Choir that was under 


e Sacriſt, to whom the cad overſight, and TPO of the Fabrick belonged, 
the 


4 Thid. pag. 405, 408 id. p. 492, 532, 833. 382,83, 584, et 624. Madox 
' Hiſt! Excheq. pa 572. 3 Rymer Fœd. vol. iii. p. be 9 MS Regiſtr. Epi 8 129, 130 Es 
This Charter confirms, by e all the former Grants of Liberties to the Church of ly; ">. 
is dated at York 1 Dec. 12 Edw. ii; and in the body of it, is ſaid to be granted by the King 
De aſſenſu Prelatorum, Comitum, Baronum, et aliorum Procerum R e noſtri in preſenti Petia. 
"© mento Noftro apud Eboracum convocato exiſtentium,” 1e Weever $ be ELLE p. 755. 
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the fame year, formed the deſign, and plan, and laid the foundations of that more 
convenient, as well as more elegant kind of ſtructure in its room which we now ſee; 
it is of an Octogon form, ſupported by eight pillars, covered with a Dome, and 
crowned, with a ſpacious Lantern. The Stone-work was com pleated in 6 years ; and 
the Wood-work raiſed thereon and covered with lead, in 14 years more : the whole 
was finiſhed at the expenſe of the Convent ; (with 2060. 15. od. in benefactions ; 39 in 
the year 13423 and coſt 2406/. 6s. 114. | 

WIILS T the Convent were engaged in this expenſive work; the Biſhop generouſly 
took upon himſelf to compleat the Preſbytery ; by taking down, and rebuilding in 
a more elegant manner, that part of the old work eaſtward of the Dome, then car- 
rying on by the Convent; and joining it to that part of the Church built by his 
Predeceſſor Hugh Nerthwold. This work, containing the ſpace of three Arches length- 
wiſe, was WO rebuilt and finiſhed at 8 Biſhop's expenſe, which amounted, to 
203 41. 125. 81. 

IN the year 132 3. our Biſhop was 1 with the King J Commiſſion, to- ſettle 
affairs] in Gaſcogny, at that time in great diſorder ; 32 and was. inveſted with full powers 
to appoint a Governor of the Me of Oleron. 3 

IN. the year 1324, he was again appointed. Commiſſioner, to treat concerning 
pon with Robert de Brus. The next year we find him joining Queen Jabel and 
her adherents; and in 1 326, the King having retreated beyond the Sea with his fa- 

| vourite Hugh Ia Deſpenſer Junior, and others; he was one of the confederate Pre- 
lates and Nobles, who appointed the King's eldeſt Son Edward, Duke of Aguitaim 
Guardian of the Realm, during the King's abſence. On the return of the King, the 
confederate Lords ſent and demanded the Great Seal ; which being given up, was 
by the Queen and Duke of Aquitain, delivered te the Biſhop of Nerwich.5 In the 
month of Fanuary 1327,* King Edward II. having made a formal reſignation of the: 
Kingdom, and his Son proclaimed King, by the name of Edward III; the Great 
Seal was again given to the Biſhop of Eh, who cauſed to be engraven, on the lower 
| part of it, two Flowers of the Arms of France.) The ſame year he purchaſed wo : 
Henry de Grey, Heir of Jobn de Grey, Lord of Rythyn, a Houſe and ſeveral parcels of 
Land, contiguous to his Manor of Ho/bourn, in the Suburbs of London, conſiſting of 
a Vineyard, Kitchen-Garden, Orchard, and incloſed paſture : he alſo purchaſed other 
Lands and Tenements of John de Pelham, ſituate near his ſaid Manor of Holtourn, 
within the Pariſh of St. Sepulchres, London ; all which he ſettled on the Church of 


= ; Aividing them between his Succeſſors the OE and the Convent; ® to the 
_ latter 


oy Sacr. 01 i. . MSSHarleian. 258. 3727. 2 Rymer Feed. vol. fl. p. 986. 3 Ibid. | 
"holy. ip 1 Ibid. p. 104. 5 Ibid. e237 6 Anno incipiente 1 Jan. 7 Rymer Fced. vol. iv. p 
1 The Dean and Chapter of Ely now poſſeſſed of their ſhare of this Eſtate; part "which 5 
1 ſtill called the Vinyard, ſituate in St. e Pariſh, Holbourn, with other Lands and Tene- 
ments there, and in St. Sepulchre 3 Pariſh in the Suburbs of London. How the Biſhops of Ely came 
10 be diſpoſſeſſed of their part of it; and other Lands, &c. contiguous to their Manor-Houſe, Hol. 
* Re, find in N-. 37 71 P4815. of che b MSS. in the Fei Bio- 
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latter he gave alſo his Manor of Dageney at Nertbwold in Norfolk, and other Landy 
and Tenements in Eh, (afterwards called Le Cellerers Rents;) on condition they 
ſhould give yearly 57. to the Poor, and allow 5/7. for a Pittance, and diſtribute 15. 
to each of the Monks, and 25. to the Preſidents or Principal Officers of the Convent 
on his Anniverſary ; and the remainder to be * to the * of the 
Cellerer's revenues. 

IN the year 1329, he obtained for the Var and anten a Grant from the Ring. 
to have the cuſtody of the See on every vacancy, and to receive the profits thereof; 
for which they were to pay to the King and his Succeſſors 20000. 80 the year, or in 

proportion for the time it ſhould continue vacant . 
Hz died at Somerſbam, Jan. 14. 1337.3 (having been afflited with the Pally for 
two years before his death,) and was buried behind the Altar of the Choir, in the 
middle of that part of the Preſbytery which he had built: a magnificent Tomb was 
L erected over him, with his Effigies in Alabaſter ; it was adorned with a ſumptuous 
Branch, for ſeven Tapers, on the top of it; and in the ſeveral compartments on the 
2H ſides and eaſt-end, adorned with ſculpture, repreſenting the Hiſtory of the Creation 
x and Fall of Man; and many other decorations: the Tomb ftill remains, but much 
| | defaced, and diveſted of the above-mentioned ornaments : + inſtead whereof is placed 
on the top of it a kind of wooden ornament, and a mogern Inſcription, 5 (wrote a- 
bout the time of Q. Elizabeth, or K. James I.) with a wrong date of his death, and 
mentioning part of his munificence to the Church; but falſly aſcribing to him the 
building of the Dome and Lantern; which doubtleſs were built by the Prior and 
Convent; as appears by almoſt all other accounts, and confirmed by ſeveral origi 
your Acros of the Sacriſt, ou remaining in the Archives of ay en 12 Hor 


XVII. SIMON. DE MONTACUTE.- 1337. 


% after the vacancy of the See, the F rior and Co vent applied as uſual to. 
0 the King, for his licence to proceed to a new election: but the King and his 
| Miniſters made fo many difficulties and delays that it was near two months before 
they obtained it. In the mean time, the King, (as afterwards appeared,) was ſecretly | 
negotiating with the Pope, and had wrote to him in favour of the Biſhop of Vr. 
caler; defiring that he might be tranſlated to Ely. However, the Convent proceed - 
ing 0 hoe: 53 ande chalice. of their Prior Jobs de Crouden,. a, Man -4 


TOs 1 


| x Ms Ba- urg Ceed buen n 1 . ee 
p1R, fol. 242. 3 Ap no ſcilicet 1% die Jan. nte. —Obiir 18 „ eee 

e REY ro ta 488 Cones | icus. A. 1.— Et Harleian. 238. et 9 

a 48. + Plate XVIII. 3 See Appendix. $ Biſhop Hatham, was a conſider - 


| 3 to the Ab e eee l ſhire 3 on which be ale the whale Ma- 
nor enays , on Cackeaey x * atronage | Wann 
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But alt their proceedings were annulled at once, by the Bull of Pope Benedict XII. for 
Tranſlating STMON DE MONT ACUTE Biſhop of Forcefter to the See of Eh." In the 
year 1318, King Edward II, fpeaks of him as his Kinſman, [Conſanguineus Nuſter, ] 
in a letter to the Pope, requeſting a Diſpenſation for his holding any Ecclefiaſtical 
Benefice; either with or without Cure, to aſſiſt him, (being a younger Son, and un- 
der 15 years of age,) in the proſecution of his ſtudies at Oxford. He had the like 
recommendation to the Pope from King Edward III, in 1328. 3 The next year he 
obtained a Prebend in the Church of Lincoln, and was afterwards Archdeacon of 
Melli, which he reſigned. about 1332, on being made Archdeacon of Canterbury. In 
1333, he was by Papal Proviſion, at the requeſt of the King, made Biſhop of Vor- 

ceſter, and conſecrated. May 8. 1334. and by the ſame authority, 1337, Tranſlated. to 
the See of Ely: 4 on hors account we find a Letter of Thanks from the King to- 


the Pope. 


TEIs Biſhop by Ys 133 Patent, dated 3 1337. granted 3 an annual Pen- 
fion of 10 Marks to John Thorp a Clerk, nominated: by the King, to be continued, 
till he was provided for by the Biſhop, with ſome eccleſiaſtical Benefice. * _ 
Nou. 9. 1337. by his Official and Commiſſary John Clipſton, he confirmed Richard 
4. Harlyng, J. C. P. elected Chancellor of the Univerſity of Cambridge: and in 1 340, 
a diſpute having riſen in the Univerſity, about the election of a Chancellor; the 


Biſhop of Ely appointed two Commiſſaries, Doctors. of Civil Law, to keep the Ju- 


riſdiction of the Univerſity during the vacancy.7 
Oun Biſhop is ſaid to have enlarged the privileges of the unn :3 but in what 
is not mentioned: however, he preſcribed a new body of Statutes. for his 
Scholars of Peter-Houſe, dated at Ely, April . 1344, whereby they were afterwards. 
governed; and gave the Maſter and Scholars the power and privilege of nominating. 
_ and. preſenting. their own Members; (who. had all of them before been collated by. 
the Biſhops. of Ey; ) reſerving to himſelf and ſucceſſors only the power of admitting 


and confirming their Election: :? he alſo gave them the Patronage of Niger Rectory, 


and a ſmall Manor i in Hadenbum, called Chetvel.s 


Du RING his: Epiſcopate, there were ſeveral magnificent: 3 carrying on, 1 | 


20 g to the Cath. Church, namely, St. Mary's Chapel, which had been begun in 132 1, 
but not finiſhed till 1349. The Dome and Lantern, begun in 1322, and compleated 
i 13435 ; and the new Choir, which was begun to be erected 1 in 1336 8.— He was a 

3 BE Prelate 


4-This Roll is dated at Avinion 2 Id. Mar. Regiſt Montacute, 8 Fad. 
783. 5: ue Ford. vol. iv. p. 744. 6 . Montacute fol. 4. How long dv cuties the 
King's nominating a'Clerk to be provided for by every new Biſhop, with ſome eccleſiaſtical Bene- 
fice; and allowing him apenſipa in the mean time, had bern in uſe; does not appear: this Biſhopꝰs 
Regiſter being the oldeſt now remaining: but I find it was conſtantly obſerved to the reign of 
F & eqcimiers Serra oo Wings comme e ers, that all the Chancellors 1 
| Ely, before they entered on their Office; 
lb al 1433. rerfity' was wholly exempted from their Inke. 
tian, by Papal x + Job: GaiFift Arden, Cn fh f pft, . 
mn Parker Fiſt de. Cimab 1 6 


y a 1 15 8 Feed, 1 ll. N. 8 1 ibid. 5 iv. ag: 279. 
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Prelate liberal in his contribution to theſe works; but eſpecially to the Chapel of 
St. Mary, on which he expended very large ſums of money, and intended to have 
finiſhed it ; but did not live to ſee that deſign g Having fat Biſhop here 
eight years and ſome weeks over, he died Fune 20. 1345. and was buried before the 
Altar in St. Mary's Chapel, towards the EDN " phe at he was * moſt ou 


e Benefactor, as een e a 


XVIII THOMAS LISLE. 1345. 


| HE 0 of Eh {Oak obtained Licence Fa elect a Biſhop, proceeded by 
1 Way of Compromiſe, appointing ſeven of their Body to elect; who unani- 

mouſly agreed upor their Prior. Alan de Walfingham. * But the Pope, Clement VI, by 
Proviſion ſuperſeded their Election in favour of THOMAS L. Is Lk, a Dominican or 
Preaching Frier, and Prior of the Houſe of that Order at Winchefter ; who having 
been ſent by the King to the Pope in the year 1340, 3 happened to be at Avignon 
with the Pope, at the time of this vacancy; and he was there Conſecrated Biſhop of 
Ely accordingly. After his return to England, which. was in the ſame year 1345, he 
was obliged to make a formal renunciation in writing of all words contained in 


the Pope's Bull of Proviſion, 4 that were prejudicial, to the King and the Tights of his 


Crown; and to declare his holding the Tempe ralties of his See, proceeded of the 


King's grace and favour, and not by any authority from the Pope: on which, the 
King by Letters to the Privy and open of Ely, ordered them to BYE. him Ma. 
of the Temporalties.5, z = 

Fon a time this Biſhop. 3 himſelf with 9 . 4 appeared with 
great magnificence of retinue ; the expenſes of which he ſoon found were too great. 
for his revenues to ſupport, and therefore retrenched them, by leſſening the number 
of his retainers. He was alſo very ftrict and ſevere upon thoſe who had in any ; wiſe 
infringed his rights and prerogatives; againſt whom he very freely iſſued out ſen- 
tence of exco mmunication: "Dy WHINE and ſuch like, behav! tour, he waere himſelf 


exremel utipopular. e NE 
IN 1346, or 1347, hs King bY man ted of him a Loan of Wool, to be paid in Gold 


or ery from which the Biſhop excuſed himſelf, by the plea of Poverty and Ina- 


ity... _ he 12 700 I e 1 went abroad ir into Foreign, Parts, and v was at Rome at 
OE OOEITS” a * 5 "ke : Wo hel 9 8 „ . RR | 1 the 
8 15 


_ 1 Foe . i. p. 91 2. — et « Godwinus de Preful. 1 ern 8 Ms pans, 
aun 1344 babent. Extat 05 Regiſtrumejus, unde conſtat Dim Simonem Epi m varia ne- 
a peregiſſe infra annum 1345. Mai die 2 151345. Ordines celebrat in Eccleſia parochiali de 
td. Nai die 25: 1346. apud Balſham admiſit Scholarem Sti Petri Cant. ad Nominationem et 
rer ſentationem Cuſtodis et Scholarium: et eodem die mandat eiſdem pro inductione, &c. Vide 
e <jus, fol. 35, et 116. Angl. Sacr. vol. i. pag. 633. 3Rymer Fagd.: vol. v. pag. 176. 
- 4 Breve regium pro liberatione Temporaf um. Regiſtrum L. Iſle, fol. 67. Inolevit conſuetudo 4 
C A. D. 1303.) quæ ad Reformatam uſque Ecclefiam Anglicanam obtinuit ; ut Epiſcopi in acci- 
Fe a Bee Temporalibus renunciarent in Scriptis omne Jus, quod prætextu Proviſionis Papa- 
$ le pr a Epiſcopatuum habere  poſſent, ſeque ea ſoli Regis liberalitati referre 
N 9 Sacr. v. i, Þ. 33% 1 5.10 Sept. 19 Edw. 3. Regiſtr. L'Ifle 
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the time of the great Plague that raged i in England and in moſt parts of Europe, in 


the the year 1349, and returned in 13 50. 


Tu unhappy difference this Biſhop had with the Lady Blanch Wake, ſoon after 
his-coming to the See, drew upon him a long train of misfortunes, which ended 
only with his life. This Lady who was related in blood to the King, being a Danghter 
of Henry Earl of Lancaſter, had ſome Eſtates in Huntingtonſhire adjoining to the Bi- 
ſhip's Manors there: which gave occaſion to ſome miſunderſtanding between them, 
on account of their limits and boundaries. During this conteſt, it happened that 


one of her Farm-houſes at Colx was ſet on fire in the night, by ſome malicious per- 
| ſons, and burnt down: and the matter. being judicially enquired into, the Biſhop 


was accuſed of aiding, abetting, and conſenting to the fact; and a verdi& found 
him, with damages to the amount of -goo/. which the Biſhop was obliged to 


1 pay 3 whereupon he moved for a Writ of Attaint againſt the Jurors, which was 


granted; and the King iſſued a Commiſſion for trying it at Huntington. But when 
the Judges fat, by ſame contrivance or other, (ſaid to be by procurement of Lady 


Pale, ) the Records and Proceedings of the Court, on which the Indictment was 
grounded, were miſſing, and could not be found: ſo the Court broke up without 
doing any thing 1 in it. Thus diſappointed of his remedy, the Biſhop reſolved to wait 


upon'the King in perſon, and complain of the injuſtice done him. It happened that 
the King was taking the diverſion of Hawking in the field; when the Biſhop with- 


cut much ceremony, made his complaint. The King patiently heard what he had to 
ſay; after which he told him, that the cauſe between him and Lady Vale, appeared 
to him in a very odious light, and was of very bad example to his people; for 
which reaſon he intended to take the matter into his own hands, and if he could, re- 
ſtore peace between them. The Biſhop replied, that he only deſired the benefit of 


the Law. and Juſtice ; — And who hinders you, ſaid the King, from having Law 


and juſtice? — In his reply, the Biſhop was ſo indiſcreet and unguarded as to ſay, 
he could not have Juſtice done him; and made uſe of ſome expreſſions reflecting on 
the King, as partial to the Lady's cauſe: at which the King was juſtly offended ; 
and ſoon after in full Parliament, complained of the Biſhop's irreverent behaviour 
to him; which the Biſhop then preſent endeavoured to palliate and excuſe. But the 
_ King calling to witneſs Sir Richard de la Vache a Knight who was by, when the words 


were ſpoken, he confirmed all the King had ſaid. Whereupon the Archbiſhop of Canter- 


bury and the other Prelates, believing the Biſhop's miſbehaviour proceeded from heat 
and indiſcretion, rather than avowed deſign, fell on their knees, for pardon of the | 
Biſhop's offence: however, the Biſhop himſelf not joining with them, but ſeeming ob- 
| rays to ſtand on his defence, the King turned away, and would ee him no more. 


Nor long after this rebuke, the Biſhop was involved in another and greater miſ- 


a fortune; for the old Wee Rtill ſubliſting, Ralph a MEAS, one of his Domeſticks, 


in 


Hh. R iter L'Ifte. fol 17,21. —Hinc obiter n dual, Noni Clericorum Parockialiam | 
in tota Diceceſi Elien. hoc tempore fuiſſe 145, aut circiter ; ex hoc autem numero, conſtat ex Re- 


iſtro, 92 Inſtitutos fuiſſe infta annum 1349. (anno * 25 die Mar.) pry per univerſam 
an, rarely et * gentes immaniter ſæviente. | 
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in a rencounter with one of Lady Wake's Servants, killed him, and made his:eſtape: 
into Normandy. The ſtory is told more at large in Biſhop Godwin, * and other Hiſto- 
rians: it may be ſufficient here to ſay, that the murder was proſecuted; and the 


Biſhop being very unpopular, was inſulted by a mob in Huntingtonſbire on that ac- 
count, and by the Coroner's' Inqueſt, brought in as acceffary to the Murder: on 


which he was ſummoned to appear at the King's Bench Bar; and made his appear- 


ance accordingly : when the charge againſt him was read, he pleaded not Guilty, 
and offered to put himſelf on Tryal by his Peers. But the Parliament not ſitting, 
and the Biſhop being under diſgrace at Court, the motion was over-ruled, and a 
Jury of Commoners empannelled to try him; who acquitted him of the Murder, but 
brought him in guilty of harbouring and concealing the Murderer after the fact: in 
conſequence of which, Writs were iſſued out tothe Sheriffs of all Shires where hs 
had effects, to ſeize them to the King's uſe, and the Temporalties of the See were 
immediately taken into the King's hands: and the Biſhop now deſpairing of ever 
recovering the King's favour; and moreover, afraid of being impriſoned on an out- 
lawry, fled beyond Sea, and went to Avignon, where the Pope then reſided, The 
Pope and his Conſiſtory, at the Biſhop's requeſt, took cognizance af the cauſe: cited 


many perſons to appear at Avignon; and upon their default iſſued out ſentences of 
Excommunication againſt them; ordering the bodies of thoſe who had died in the 


interim to be dug up, and taken out of conſecrated ground. The King's Judges, 
on the other hand, proceeded with great ſeverity Wann ſuch as 5 had mow em 
Rences of the p“. 
A Negotiation was at length ſet on foot, for terminating theſe PR 3 | 
the King and the Pope; 3 but in the mean time the Biſhop: 3 0 
1 46r, and was there buried in a Nunnery of the Order: of St. Dom, nick. | 


''UpoN' his death, the Pope by Proviſion declare 


Biſhop of Ely: but he dying of the Peſtilence then raging in England, 10 Dec. 1 1367, yy 


before his Tranflation was compleated; the Convent of Eh, by Licence of the King, 
proceeded to Elect Fobn Bockingham, Keeper of the Privy Seal, and Dean of Lichfield. 
9 155 the e * 5 no 195 8 to . a, By Rs or, 6. moe . 
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3 W 
EY De Prefulibus 75 bf pag. 7280 1 FI a i. Fe 6357. 3 2 2 His holding : an Ortination i in 
his Cath. Ch. at Ely, Sept. 24. 1356. is che lateſt act of his, that is mentioned in his Regiſter: and 
he is ſaid to have ſet off for foreign parts, Nov. 19. following. Angl. Sacr. vol. i. p. Fro 3 Rymer 


- Feed. vol. vi. p. 328. Anno ſcilicet incipiente 1 Jan. 5 This Parochial Church was ſoon; after 
Dedicated to the H. Trinity, the exact time I do not indy but it occurs under the Title cs — 


Po . * 


8. Trinitatis de ih in the Sacriſt's ee 13. * II. AD. I . 3 


'B BY T of Weſtminſter. and dae of England, (che had been lately elected N 
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adjoming to the North-fide of the Nave of the Cathedral Church. He is reckoned 
among the Benefactors of St. Peter's College in Cambridge, to the Maſter. and Scho- 
lars whereof he Appropriated the Church of Hinton near Cambridge. He was: alſo 
appointed Lord Chancellor of England by the King, 19 Feb. 1 363; 2 and in 1366; by 
Papal Provifion tranſlated to the See of Canterbury; which See he reſigned Nov. 17, 
1368, being created a Cardinal; and went to Auignon, where he died 1 376; and was 
firſt buried there in the Church of the Carthuſians, of whoſe Houſe he had been the 

Founder: and after three years his Body was taken up, and according to his own 
appointment; brought over to England, and interred in the Chapel of St. Benedict in 
the Abby Chureh at Veſminſter, under an Handſome Monument, which Is ſtill to be 
nods with his wing gue in Alabaſter. 


A 


„JohN BARNET, 1366. 


j * RCH DE AC ON of London and Canon-Reſidentiary of St. Pau 5 was VET | 
crated Biſhop of Worcgſter 1362; and the next year made Treaſurer of Eng- 


land,; and tranſlated. to Bath and V ells, and by Papal Proviſion 3 tranſlated to Ely, 
1366. He was very, old and infirm when he came to this See; however, he conti- 
nued Biſhop here above ſix years; having.in the mean. time reſigned. the Office of 
Treaſurer, about the middle of the year 1370. 

THE Biſhops of Ely had at this time belonging to the See, no leſs” than ten diffe- 
rent Manor houſes, Caſtles, or Palaces of Reſidence, 4 which were ſufficiently large 
and commodious for the reception of themfelves and their Family; to which they 

uſually reſorted by turns, and lived with great hoſpitality, according to the cuſtom 
of thoſe times, chiefly on the produce of their Demeſnes; appendant to which, there 
was always a certain Stock, called Implementa Epiſcopatus, conſiſting of Cattle neceſ- 
fary for cultivation of thoſe lands. During the laſt five years of Biſhop L' es life; 


dr he was. e at id and the ab b m the Og 8 hands: ; by 
„ Why 


2 | This & ela Poe did not tlie effestz Feen next vacancy: his Succeſſor 
Biſhop Barnet . x Rector: but afterwards Bp. Fordham &ed the Appropriation in the year 
1395. Anno incipiente ſcilicet, 1 Jan. Rymer. Fad. vol. vi. p.403. .3 Formerly the Popes. 
made uſe of their Plenitude of power in Proviſions, only occaſionally : by the connivance of our 
Kings, and their interpoſition in favour of thoſe they were deſirous of promoting in the Church; 
theſe Proviſions became at length more frequent: for whenever the Chapters did not Elect ſuch as. 
Were oof commended by the Crown; immediately application was made to the Pope, to promote 
them by way of Proviſion : and this they did, till the Pope's' power was fully eſtabliſhed by cu- 
from: It is remarkable, that in the Bull of Proviſion whereby this Biſhop is tranſlated to Ely (See. 
| Rymer. Fced, vol. 6. p. 539.) the Pope openly and without diſguiſe profeſſes, that he had Decreed 
thence forth ta — all he Archbiſhopricks and Biſhopricks in England vacant by Tranſlations, 
to his own diſpoſal : which was in effect to ſay, that he had reſerved them all abſolutely to himſelf ; 
for by the T ranſlation of any one to a ſuperior Biſhoprick, the reſt would follow in courſe. + Theſe! 
were, * Palace of Ely near the Cathedral; Ely "Houſe Holbourn, their. Town-Houſe ; Biſhop's 
| Hatheld, (now the Scat of the Earls of Saliſbur Rk, and Hadham, both in Hertfordſhire; Somerſham 
in Huntingtonſhire ; Balſham and Ditton, in re 7 e e * {les 


and Doddington, theſe three in che * * Ely. be 
| 2 


* 
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ſome. mültnanagtment or other of the King's Officers, this Stock was embezaled _Y 
made. away with. Biſhop Langham complained of it to the King, and applied to him 
for reſtitution; and the King was pleaſed to grant his requeſt : however, he being 
ſoon after. tranſlated to Canterbury; it was deferred to this Biſhop's time; and in 
the year 1368, the King iſſued an Order out of his Treafury for payment of 706 J. 
135. 4d. to be applied for ſtocking the Biſhop's Demeſnes, viz. for 471 Oxen, at 20s, 
per head ; for 292 Stotts, * at 13s. 4d. and for 41 Draught-horſes at 205. and this he 
ordained to be the ſtanding ſtock of the See; and that every Biſhop, immediately be- 
fore his entering into the Church to be inthroned, ſhould at the Weſt Door thereof, 

take a ſolemn Oath, to leave the ſaid Stock n. or the full value thereof, to his 
Succeſſorr. 

H zx died at Hatfield, 7 Ri 373.3 and his Body was brought to o Eh, and bucks 
near the High Altar, between two pillars on the South-ſide of the Preſbytery; which 
he had beautified by three Windows 4 on the South-ſide, and two on the North. A 
handſome Monument of Grey Marble, with his n engraved. on Oe (now 
torn off,) was there erected to his Memory. 

THE Convent of Ely proceeding to Election, as uſual; Henry de Wakefield Trea- 
ſurer of the King's Houſhold, was by them duly elected: but the 1 mee all 
. bene and * his Proviſion riese er the d rngp 1 


XXI. THOMAS DE ARUNDEL, 1374. 


ECOND Son of Richard Earl of ends, and Archdescon of Te aunton, who u was 
8 then only twenty- two years of age, and a Subdeacon. He was conſecrated. April 9. 
1374. at Orford in Kent by 1 the Archbiſhop of Canterbury j but was not inſtalled at 
Ely, till two years after. e 
Taz Chancellors of the Univeckty rs 1 at his t ge held their Office . 
only for two years. When a new Chancellor was elected, he, being attended by one 
of the Proctors, and one of the Beadles of the Univerſity, always uſed to wait on 
the Biſhop of Ey, wherever he happened to be at that time, whether 1 in, or out of 
his Dioceſe, in order to obtain his Confirmation, before he entered on his Office. 
The method of proceeding on this occafion was in a ſummary way, and without the 
formality of writing: the Proctor only verbally preſenting the Elect to the Biſhop, 
and praying him to Confirm him according to the cuſtomary manner: and the Ele&t 
having taken the Oath of Canonical Obedience, e and alſo another Oath to this ef- 


_— vi. „ That = J ul not bros to obt al i * 6 conſe 1 to any ſtarute 119 or to 


2 Be 4, By 
A Fahy Bag 30 « 


2 ; Sgr,—accnin 12 Pag (Slot ad 1 are a kind of Horta; 1 2 to Ali 
Equi careZarii ht-horſes here mentioned, I leave to others to determine. MS. 
quid om Eh A. fol.36. 3 MS . 721. Angl. Sacr. vol. i. p. 664. + The Windows 


here mentioned, were in that part of the Pre 57 5 el Rien Northw A bullding ng; the old ones 
of which were taken down, in order to malte more conformable to thoſe in Biſhop Hotham's 


rr, which were more ornamented with Tracery in the Stone-work, and with painted Glaſs. 5 Plate 
XV. Sometimes the Oaths were i — Fe "100 
| miſſion and Confirmation. i 
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be _ by the Univerſity; that may be in any wiſe prejudicial to the rights of the 


| Biſhop of Zh, his Succeſſors, or his Church of Eh; i was admitted to his Office, and 
Confirmed by the Biſhop, and received the Benediction: and after his return to the 
Univerſity, a Congregation being called, one of the Proctors adminiſtered to him 
the Oath for the due and faithful diſcharge of his Office: on which, the Proctor im- 
mediately delivered to him the Seal of the Chancellor, and the Key of the common 
Cheſt. — It happened that the Biſhop ſoon after his Conſecration, being then at 
Micham in Surry ; May 7, 1374; Robert Thurkilby one of the Proctors of the Univer- 
ſity, attended with one of the Beadles, came before him, and there preſented John 
Donwich Doctor of Decrees, lately elected Chancellor of the Univerſity, for his Con- 
firmation, as uſual: V the Biſhop accordingly admitted and confirmed him; but 
without firſt requiring of him the Oatlis, that had uſually been adminiſtered on the 


like occafions. Not long after, the Biſhop by inſpecting the Regiſters of his Pre- 
deceflors, finding his error and omiffion ; appointed his Official Nicholas Roos, LL. D. 
his ſpecial Commiſſary, to require and demand the uſual Oaths ; who accordingly 
cited the Chancellor to appear before him, in All Saints Church in Cambridge, for 


that purpoſe, on the Monday after the Feaſt of St. Michael then next coming: and 
| the Chancellor refufing to obey the Summons, a warm and ſpirited conteſt was car- 
_ ried on between them: at length the Cauſe was removed into the Archbiſhop's 
Court of Arches; where Sentence was given Dec. 77 the ſame year, in favour of the 
Biſhop's claim, and the rights of his See of Ely.3 

_ .. April20, 1376, the Biſhop was enthroned 4 at Ey. with the uſual lolemnities 3 5 
and; in the Summer proceeded to a Viſitation of the Convent. 


A diſpute having riſen between the Biſhop and Edward Burnell Archdeacon of 


Ely, about Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdition, and carried on in the Court of Canterbury, it was 


terminated in 1379; and on June 28, the Archdeacon in perſon came before the Bi- 
ſhop at his Manor at Downham, and made his ſubmiſſi ion, with profeſſion. of Cano- Ml 


nical Obedience. 5 


Ix the year 138: 3 on complaint made to the King, of the ill government of 


| King [ Hall 6 in Cambridge, under the then \Maſter 3. by whoſe negligence the Build- 
ings were ſuffered to run to ruin and decay; ſome of the eſtates and poſſeſſions waſt- 


: ed and deſtroyed ;. the Books, Plate, and other Goods belonging to the College diſſi- 


pated 


„ Regiftr. Montacute et Le Ine, paſfim. bis Regiſt. Epi A. fol.r0s. „ Regiſtum Arbn- 


del. fol.5 » 56, &c. The whole Proceſs, occurs in the Regiſter here cited; by which it pears, that 
| Aden Beg eüng the uſual Oaths taken hy the Chancellors on Admiſſion and Con- 
Armeen A ie, due, pee. this Conteſt. However, Biſhop. Arundel and ſome of his 


immediate Succeſſors Ad not conſtantly inſiſt on the Chancellors taking the Oaths ; but ſometimes 


admitted and confirmed them without it: nevertheleſs, ſaving to themſelves and Succeſſors the 
right of exacting it, whenever they ſhould think fit ſo to do. ' + Ibid. fol.14. 5 Ibid. fol. 22, 30. 
6" This College or Hall was founded and endowed by K. Edward III. 3 32 Scholars, under the 
Government of a Maſter, Warden, or Cuſtos, to the honour of God, the Virgin Mary, and All 


Saints, in which Pariſh it was fituate : it was confirmed by Simon Montacute, Biſhop of Ely, A. B. 


1343. [Regift. Montacute, fol. 29.) and afterwards with alt irs Revenues abel a 2172 74. 
Per ann. ine * College by K. * A. P. hat 
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pated and loſt; and the number of the Scholars: inſtituted by the Royal Founder 
diminiſhed : the King by his Letters Patent, dated at Veminſer, July 14, anno 7 
appointed the Biſhop: Viſitor thereof; in the King's name, and by his authority, to 
call before him the Maſter and Scholars, and others that he ſhould think proper, and 
enquire into, and to correct and lden . ſuch Wee and reef eee as he | 
ſhould find committed. r. FT: 
THE Chancellorſhip of the Univerſity being va vic, 4 in 1 494; the Biſhop'by nis 
Letters dated at Downham, July 28, conſtituted William de Gotham and 2 de Burgh, 
Doctors in Divinity, his Commiſſioners to ſupply and execute that Office, during 
the vacancy: and Jom de Burgb one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, deing elected to 
that Office by the Univerſity, was admitted and confirmed Chancellor by the Bi- 
| ſhop; in his Chapel in Haun ne _ ys and chere! took the Oaths uſual 
on that oecafien :, F wy 3 
Oc. 24, 1386, Michail te Pole Karl of 90 lt Hovinie "wy ortdantd Hons — 
ice of Lord Chancellor of England, on the preſſing inſtance of the Lords and Com- 
mons in Parkament, though with great reluctance on the King 1 dhe eee 


of Ely was by the like petition appointed Chancellor in his ſtead- 423) 

IN. 2388, he was by Papal Proviſion tranſlated to the See of Nori; vacant'by the 
renate of Alexander Nevyll, and the next year reſigned the Seal-of Chancellor, But 
in 139 1. he was again made Chancellor; and in 1396, was tranflated/to the See of 
Canterbury; and died Feb. 19, 1414.5 He was à Prelate of great magnificenee and li- 
berality, and . whilſt hie . N dee Let "9; n __ the "TO 8 A * 
. k. Ly f 
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en Dean of Melk, Prebendary of Lined, Nek, and hich Fer, and 
 V'V- Keeper of the King's Privy Seal; was by Papal Provifion promoted to the 
| See of Durham in 1381, and Conſecrated Jan. 5, following. He was much in favour 
with King Richard II, and by him made Lord Treaſurer, Fan. 17, 1386, but remov- | 
ed from that Office, at the inſtance of the Parliament, in OHobe- following. On the 
vacancy of the See of - Eh, by Bp. Aritndel's Tranſlation to Dk, lie was by Pope 
Urban VI, Tranſlſated to Ey: this appoitith ent was conſidered as a kind of Degrad- 
ation; which however, he was forced to accept; having received the Pope's Bull E 
for that purpoſe, which was delivered to him Sept. 27, 1388, at Huntingdon, & in his 
way to Cambridge ;,whither he was going to attend the Parliament there fitting at 
that time: the'fame day he made his profeſſion of Obedience to tlie See of Rome, 
in the Choir or Chancel of the Conventual Church of Barmoell, before ABp Courr- 
1 Was s commiſſioned 1 to receive e it: and at 1755 fame ond e and ase t 4 e King 
1% © AI REb vs rig FO - 8 e per- | 
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perſonally -preſent, gave him poſſeſſion. of the Tem poralties of the ak 1 but he 
was not Inthroned at Eiy till Oct. 24, 1389.2 
Dugixo his Epiſcopate, the Univerſity of Cambridge is ſuid, to have obtained of 
Pope Boniface IX, 4 Bull of Exemption, from the neceſſity ow Raving * Chancel- 
lor- elect, confirmed by the Biſhop of Eyy. 3 95 
po” HE diſputes which had long time ſubſiſted between the Biſhops of Ely and their 
Archdeacons, concerning the exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, within the whole 
Dioceſe of Bly ; were by this Biſhop and John Melborn, LL. D. his Archdeacon, re- 
ferred to the ſole arbitration of Archbiſhop Arundel; and by him all matters relating 
thereto were terminated in 4402 3 4 when the Church of Haddenbum was appropiat- 
ed to the Archdeaconry; in compenſation for ſome part of the Juriſdiction, which 
the Archdeacons before had exerciſed; but was now ſecured to the Biſhops. 5 
THERE Was alſo. another Controverſy, between the Biſhop and the Prior and Con- 
vent, which begun in 2400, and was attended with great trouble and expenſe on 
bath ſides ; and is ſaid to have coſt the Biſhop three thouſand Marks, and the Con- 
vent about two thouſand: & it was in relation to Eceleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, claimed 
by the Prior and Convent in certain diſtriéts, and their right to all Fines, Amerce- 
ments, Forfeitures, Goods and Chattels of Felons and Fugitives, and other Privile- 
s in all their Manors within the Ve f Ely; and ſeveral other claims: all which 
: s were, by the interpoſition of King Henry V, referred to Arbitrators nominat- 
"by: him, and accepted by both Parties; namely, Henry Mare Keeper of the King's 
Privy: Seal, William Hanford, Chief Juſtice of the Kings Bench, and Rager Norton, 
another of the King's Juſtices; who, after hearing and examining the claims and e- 
vidences of bath Parties, gave their final Award _— their 8 ge dated on 855 Feaſt 
of St. Nicolas, [ Dec. 6,] 1417 
Havi continued Biſhop here above 37 years, FOR Pu at og in a 18 
advanced age, eee wo was interred in St. Mary's Chapel, not far from 


TIMED ee 
XXIII. PHILIP MORGAN. 1426. 


TT n FA as" of Eh having 1 Licence to proces to en 7 the | 
1 King and his Miniſters recommended to them William Alnewick, LL.D. the 
King 8 Contellons and Keeper of ws, 3905 Seal, or, their Miba the Monks, how- 


ever, 


x Re iſte Fordham, "Ei | + Ibid. * 3858 * e, 5G i. Bos 3 Where this 
Biſhop br Regiſter is cited for it; though I To not there find any mention made of this Bull: how- 
ever, 1 appèears thence, that. this Biſhop continued to confirm fog Chancellors till 1400; in which 
year. May 28. Richard Billingford, 8 T. P. was confirmed by him in the cuſtomary form, and took 
the uſual Oaths of Canonical Obedience; and this is the laſt Chancellor of the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, I meet with, Confirmed by any Biſhop- of Ely.— Vid. Joh. Caii Hiſt. Academ, Cantabr. lib, 
li. p. 1 30, Kc. + The claims of each Party, with the whole proceeding thereupon, and the Arch- 
biſhop's final award; may. be met with, either in Biſhops Fordham's Regiſter, fol. 229. or in the 
Biſhop of Ely's. Regiſter, A. pag. 53, 54, &c. 5:Rymer. Fed. v. viii. pag. 238. MS Harlcjan. 
5 3721. 7 MS Liber Niger 8%. in OfficioRegiltrari apud Cantabr,—MS Conn, N Xi. . 32 25 

5 13 Kal. Dec. 1425. MSS Harleian 3721, et 7032. pag. 37 u 
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_ ever, hath — their own Prior: Peter de Ely : but before he was confirmed, i. 
ap that Pope Martin V, by his Bull, dated Feb. 27,1425," had Tranſlated Phi- 
1L1e Mox Ax, LL. D. Biſhop of 1 the See of Ey: the King conſented to 
it, and accordingly gave MA poſſeſſion of the Temporalties, April 22.1426. This 
Biſhop was an eminent Civilian, and had formerly been Chaplain to King Henry v. 
by whom he was frequently employed in Embaſhes, into Burgundy, France, Arragon, 
and' other parts abroad. April 8, 1418, he was made the King's Chancellor of Nor- 
mandy; the year following Promoted to the See of Ware 7 "Rn thence Tran. 
lated to Eh, as as before obſerved. 
A. D. 1430,5 happened that ssen bie coroverty wht this Biſhop aid the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, (John Helbroke being at that time their Chancellor,) con- 
ce al Juriſdiction; which the Univerſity claimed as veſted ſolely in 
| theniſelves, by virtue of two Papal Bulls, of Honorius I, dated A. D. 624, and of Ser- 
gin I, dated 689; copies of which, though the Originals were not to be found, they 
pretended to be in their poſſeſſion. The Biſhop, on the other hand, inſiſted on his 
Viſitatorial power, both as their Dioceſan, and as confirmed by uſe and preſcription. 
The Univerſity hereupon made their Appeal to Martin V then Pope; who not being 
perfectly acquainted: with the cauſe; appointed the Prior of Barnwell and John 
ing Canon of Lincoln, or either of them, his Delegates to terminate the diſpute. The | 
cauſe was heard by the Prior, (the other not attending,) and determined in favour 
of the Univerſity : and that ſentence afterwards: confirmed by Pope Eugenius IV, in 
me year 1433; by-which the Univerſity was en to oy Ree! vous Trop \rehie- 
G pgs and Epiſcopal Juriſdiction. * _ {0 
Haix held this See 9 years, 26 weeks, Ins; 4; date Sin the time the King 
gave him pe ſeſſion of the hid ee he died at Hatfield, 08. 25, 143537 and was 
buried according to his own appointment in n the Col n of the Charter 
1 2 Ty ane * Monur ſcriptiqi | 
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manit he 1 0 ly „ chbſe Robert Fitz 

Hugh, Biſhop of Londen; but he dying before his Tranſlation; the King ſent 
Lord John Trproft to them, earneſtly recommending to their choice Thomas Rudburn, 
Biſhop'of St. Bf : notwithſtanding this, they fixed on Thomas Bourchier, Biſhop 

of Warcefter, Chancellor of Oxfarg, at that time "agar * go D 3 god. ſent 
e two of ler Monks! to e 0 25 on, 
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dieſire. The Biſhop Elect however applying to Pope e IV, he, as it is ſaid, 

confirmed the Hlection, and ſent his Bulls to the Ele& ; who nevertheleſs did not 

dare to make uſe of them, for fear of falling under a Præmunire. 

O this diſpute, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, the King and his Miniſtry 1 
occaſion to gratify one of his numerous Adherents of the French Nation, who 

had loſt their all in that Kingdom, and followed his fortunes into this. Among 

theſe, none deſerved particular marks of his Favour more than LEwIS DE LUXEM- 


_BURGH, ABp of Rauen, who had long ſupported the Engli/h intereſt in France; and 


was beſides of ſo great a Family, and ſo nearly allied to the Crown of England, that 
it is rather ſurpriſing that he was not more amply rewarded, and that ſo little is re- 
corded of him by our Engliſb Hiſtorians. 

Hk was the Son of Yon Lord de Beaurevoir by Ae 4 Engbien, BS Brother 


: of Peter de Luxemburgh Count de St. Paul,” The firſt account we find of him is in 


1422 3 3 when, on the Deaths of Charles VI, at Paris, and our King Henry V, within a 
| few weeks one of another, he was the chief of an Embaſſy from France, to congra- 
tulate the young King Henry VI, on his Acceſſion to both Crowns: for the Succeſſion 


of that Prince to the Crown of France, being ſettled by the Peace of Troyes; the Duke 


of Bedford, the King's Uncle, then Regent, with the Council of that Kingdom, and 


8 the * of Paris, gere to . on that occaſion z at the head of which was 


Engliſh interels in 1 he was T Chancellor of that Kilo > as well as o 
 . Normandy, for King Henry; and being a man of great parts, as well as of diſtinguiſhed 
extraction, he bore a great ſway in the Tranſactions of thoſe troubleſome times. 


tie of Paris, Lewis of Luxenborough, Biſhop of Tyrwyne and Eli, beyng 


men's poſſeſſion and governaunce.” As he was fo cloſely connected with both Courts, 


it is likely that he was often occaſionally in England: accordingly in Nov. 1437, 10 

Hm VI; when the young King went over into France to be crowned at Paris, we 

are told that he was accompanied thither by our Biſhop, his French Chancellor, with 
the prime Nobility and Clergy of both Kingdoms.“ But what follows, ſeems to point We 


* 


- called Conſanguineus Domini Regis, as as-alſo of his be- 


2 4 aud - ps Ga this Biſhoprick: Mp 14 Ns. 1432, 
: 1 1 ger. . 15 p68. 8 This Biſhoprick ha fince included in thoſe of Bow 
BEES aan OE Lis ef Hear *. FS b. * 4 Id. * cxvi. "HE Wn 


ing in great favour * 


— 


This we may collect from the following account in Hall's Chronicle; 3 where, 4 
though he is called Biſhop of Eh, this muſt be underſtood by anticipation; for he 
Was not Adminiſtrator of that See till eight or nine Vears after. = In 1429, Jobn 
Duke of Begford. Regent of France, perceiving that the Exgliſs loſt ground in that 
5 Kingdom, and being willing to ſecure Normandy, he retired thither, leaving Govern- 
ha Chauncellor of Fraunce for the Kynge of England; a man of no leſſe witt, then of 
. Wh birthe, levynge with him a conveniente nombre of Engliſhmen to defende bothe the 
_ Oytie and Territory of Paris, and the Vſle of Fruunce, then beynge in the Engli/h- 
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| Ann of Heath Dutcheſs of Bedfird, firſt Wife of the Regent, died: © The Regent 
Was perſuaded, ſays the Hiſtorian,“ by the Lorde Lewes de Luxenboroughe, Biſhop of 


Tyrwyne and Ely, to marye the Lady Jaquet, Doughter to Peter Earle of St. Paule, 


and Neice to the ſaide Biſhop, and to Lorde Yobr of Luxenboroughe, to the intent, that 


by thys newe affinitie, the old acquaintaunce and familiaritie, whiche he had with 
that Noble Familie of Luxenboroughe, ſhould be renewed and inforced, and with a 
more ſurer Knot, knit and confirmed. Whereupon he departed from Calice to Tyr- 
aoyne, where he was hyghely received of the Earle of St. Paule and his Bretheren, and 


there he maried the faire and freaſne Lady Jaquet, of the Age c of 17 — with all 


Tryumphe and Nupeiall Solempnitie,” 

IN 1435, our Biſhop being Governor of en that City e to the French ; 
at which time he, with Lord Willoughby and others of his party, both Engliſb and 
French, made a retreat into the Bofile ;* which they defended for ten days; but 


were forced to ſurrender it, and had liberty to retire to what place they pleaſed. Hal! 


further informs us, 3 that in 1436, The Ducheſſe of Bedforde, Siſter to Lewes Earle 
of St. Paule, myndyng to marye, rather for pleaſure then for honour, withoute coun- 


fayl of tier Frondes, maryed a luſtye Knyght called Sir Richarde Moodvile, to the 


greate diſpleaſure of her Uncle the Biſhop of Tyrwyne and the Earle her Brother. 
This Sir Richard was afterwards made Earl of Rivers, and by his: Lady had Eliza- 
beth C Queen t to King Edward IV, by whom ſhe had Es Ts of 20k, Wife of King | 
Henry ö 
IN the ſame year 4650. on 19 Ofteber he was elected Archbiſhp of N in Nor: | 


mandy, and was, inthroned 9 Auguft following: but as the Enghfh affairs in France 
began to be much on the decline about this time; it is very probable that he had 


no full enjoyment of his See on account of the Wars; and therefore quitted France 
entirely, and came into England to enjoy the Patronage of K. Henry VI; to whom 
| he ſteadily adhered, and had given the higheſt proofs of diſintereſted loyalty. Where- 
upon the King, as a reward for his gratuitous and faithful\ſervices, and in confider- 
ation of the great loſſes he had ſaſtained on his account; firſt aſſigned him an 
annual penſion of 1000, Marks ifſuing out of his Exchequer here, with 1000. per annum 


out of the Revenues of Norm ndy, for his ſupport: 4 and afterwards by his Letters 


Patent, gave him the annual profits of the See of Ely, which were due to the King 


from the Prior and Convent, vis. 20001, inſtead of his former Penſions. 5' But the 


_ diſputes between the King and the Convent of Eh, in regard to a Succeſſor to Biſhop 


Morgan, being difficult to be adjuſted; the King nominating one, while the Convent 


as ſtifly adhered to their own choice; a medium was found out for adj uſting matters, 


fo as neither of the two parties ſhould be gratified. For the King on June 22 11437, 


wrote to the Pope, * ſtrongly recommending his moſt dear Couſin Lewis ABp of 
; Rowen, to] 0 anne ww wa Dioceſe ; mY wo quod * Arctiepiſcopatus fuit 


1 11 bf Have vi. fol. cxxi, b. 1 fol. cxxx. b. 1 f. Sai. | '4BRyn . 
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paryi valoris, propter guerras ibidem ſepips exortas; and defiring his confirmation 
of him in that office: he alſo wrote to many of the Cardinals on the ſame ſubject, 
with great commendations of his deſerts. This was all done by the King, with the 


_ aſſent of his Council; and the Letters are ſtill to be met with among thoſe of Biſnop 


— Beckington of Bath and Wells, in the Lambeth Library." Whereupon the Pope, aſſent- 
ing to the King's requeſt, Bulls of perpetual Adminiſtratorſhip were granted at the 
beginning of the next year; revoking at the ſame time the Bulls of Bp Bourchier's 
Tranſlation. Actordingly the Archbiſhop of Rouen's Procurators received the Tem- 

oralties of the See of Ely on April 3, 1438,* as the Ely Regiſter teſtifies ; although 
7 he Spiritualties could not be extorted from ABp Ch:cheley before the end of that 


year: he having in a Synod at London held Apr. 28, 1438, remonſtrated againſt this 
tranſaction, as being of ill conſequence to the Engliſh Church, in the bad precedent 


it gave of introducing Foreigners into ſome of its beſt preferments : he therefore 
deſired the Synod to conſult and deliberate about it.. What anſwer was made, or 


1 5 whether any thing further was done in Convocation relative to this matter, does not 


appear: but before the end of the Vear, the Spiritualties were ſurrendered up: and 
in the following Year 1439; the Parliament at the King's requeſt, alſo acknow- 
ledged t his title of Perpetual Admiiniſtrator of the See of Ely ; and confirmed to him 
al Linds of Privileges, Franchiſes, and Liberties belonging to his Church, in as full 
and ample. 8 manner, as he might haye held It, by the Name and Title of Biſhop 
of EV. 
: "ag 143 9, on 1 18, he was cat Cardinal Prieſt by Pope Eugenius IV, by the 


Title of 55 Nuatuor Coronatorum : 5 but as his advance ment to the Cardinalate, with- 


out the Royal Aſſent, would have vacated all his other preferments, he did not ac- 
cept of it, till he had informed the King thereof; who gave his conſent in the fulleſt 
manner, with leave alſo to hold any *. Eccleſiaſtical preferment, he ſhould after- 


wards obtain, in order to ſupport his ſtate and dignity. Theſe Letters Patent are 
dated 7 Febr. Anno 19 Henr. VI, vis. 1441.“ But this was, as I apprehend, upon his 


ſecond advancement by that Pope, to the ſuperior dignity of Cardmal Biſhop, by the 
_ thle of Biſhop of Taſculum in 1442 3 7 for it is certain that he was Cardinal Prieſt in 


14393 as there is an original Parchment in the Archives of C. C. C. C. relating to a 


eswe before his Vicar General John Blodwell, Doctor of Decrees, Dean of St. Aſapb, 
B armwell and that College, concerning St. Botolphs Church in Cambridge, when the 


Patronage thereof was adjudged to belong to the latter: s in which his ſtyle runs 


thus, Reverendiſſimus in Chriſto Pater et Dominus, Dominus Ludruicus miſeracione 
divina tt. Sanctorum Quatuor Coronatorum, Sancte Romane Eccleſie Preſpyter Car- 


dinalis de Lucemburgo vulgariter nuncupatus, Rethomagenfis Archiepiſcopus, Eccleſie- 
. et 8 Eltenſis in aber, et ebe e Perpe- 


1 95 HE tuus: 
5 2 Tanner Bibl. Brit. Art. e. Ms Cotton Veſpaſian, 4 19. fol. 102. 3 Wilkins's 
Concil. Mag; Brit. vol. il. p. ge 6. +Rym. Foed. vol. x. pag. 737. + An Sr ap 8 

5 Rymer's Fœd. vol. x. p. AI. 7 Gatlia 8 TOR i. pag. 599+ Ec Ang 
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tuus: the very ſtyle he makes uſe of in 1443, in a Grant of the Conſtableſhip of 


Wiſbech-Caftle, dated at Holborn, Tuly 23, not two months before his death. So e 
it is reaſonable to conclude, that though he might have been ſo promoted by the 


Pope, yet the Confirmation was never fully compleated ; and probably for the afore- 


faid reaſon ; eſpecially as he is called by the ſame Title by the Pope, in his Bull to 
his Succeſſor, appointing him Biſhop of Eh. And this ſuſpicion is confirmed by a 
Note in the new Edition of Godwin, ? 3 where it is ſaid, that no memorial 1 1s to be 


found of this alteration of Title in the Archives of the Vatican. 


IN 1440, his Nephew the Count de St. Paul revolted to the French Intereſt : this, no 
doubt, gave great uneaſineſs to the Engliſh Court, and to his Uncle in e. 


1 who had experienced ſo many Royal favours from it.! 


IN 1442, on Dec. 9, he under the ſtyle of Chancellor of Je, mh others, was 
appointed Ambaſſador, to treat of a Peace with the King's ann Charles the French 


King, 5 his Adverſary, as he is called in the Inſtrument. 


HE governed this Dioceſe wholly by his vicars- General, and w was ; himſelf hardly 
ever reſident in it, or had any intercourſe with' the Monks of his Church; who 
probably, on their attachment to, and choice of Biſhop Maker, oo be looked 


| on with indifference or jealouſy, on that account. 


AFTER he had preſided over this Dioceſe five Years int ihr: more thin fi 
Months, he died at his Manor Houſe at Hatfield, Sept. 18, 1443; in the Church of 
which place his Bowels were interred; his Heart was carried over into Normandy, 
by his Servants, and depoſited in his Metropolitan Church there; after his Body 
had been conveyed to Eh, and there buried with great ſolemnity between two mar- 


ble Pillars, on the South, ſide of the Preſbytery, juſt by the Eaſt end, and near the 
Altar of Relicks; 7 where there is an handſome Altar Tomb erected to his Memory, 
with his Effigies thereon of Stone. 3 After his deceaſe, and we myſt, preſume, after 
” his funeral obſequies. were over in England, his Servants had Licence to depart the 
Kingdom, and to go over into Normandy ; when they moſt; likely carried his Heart 
with: them,. in order to place i it in his moſt Li 
Grant was paſſed 16 Nov. 1443, 9 for 37 Perſons; to go into Nor mandy, who are called, 
Nuper Familiares et Servientes domeſtici Cardinalis de Luxemburgh,” with their Ef- 
fects, Horſes, &c. By the number of his Servants, it appears that the Cardinal muſt 
have been at great expenſe in his houſehold, and lived in a ſplendid and hoſpitable 
manner: as ſo many were attached to his fortunes abroad 3 and as he ae 
muſt have had many more who ſtaid in England. tech ny 


mptuous Cathedral at Rouen. This 


AFTER the funeral Services were all performed, his ors gave to the Church 


' of Ely a Silver gilt Croſs, with the Images of our Lady and St. John; and to the . 


High Altar, for its uſe, two Palls, a Chuſuble, two Tunics with Albs, and other or- 


naments en to, them: e each Monk had G's 0 ä ; 


8 | XXIV. 
3 Regiſtrum Epi. Elen. B. fol py '® » MS Colledt. . Cole jt? . Ng "Ds Prælul pag. 268. 
Note o. + Hall's 1 Life of Henr. VI. fol. clxii. a. 5 Rymer's Fœd. vol: xi. p.13. $* Ang). 
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XXV. THOMAS BOURCHIER, 1444. 


again elected THOMAs BOURCHIER Biſhop of Vorceſter: however, before his Tran- 


HE Prior aud Coirverit fvias: Steinel the King's Licence to elet a Biſhop a 
on the Death of Cardinal Lewis de Luxemburgh, dated 14 Of. 1443; they 


ſlation could be expedited, the Pope alſo ſent his Bull of Proviſion, dated at Rome, 


Fan.1 following, for tranſlating him to Ely : * and the King admitted him to the 


Temporalties, by virtue of that Bull, 27 Febr. 1444: 3 but he was not inthroned at 


Ely till 27 Mar. 1447, above three years after. 


THis Prelate was related in blood to the nobleſt Families in the Kingdom, being: 


himſelf Great-Grand-Son to King Edward III. He was Son of William Bourchier, 


Earl of Ewe in Normandy, by Ann his Wife, Daugh ter of Thomas of Woodflock, Duke 
of Ghecefeer, ſixth Son of that Monarch. This Lady was eldeſt Siſter, and one of the 

Coheirs of Humfrey Plantagenet Duke of Buckingham, and had been -herſelf firſt mar- 
ried to Edmund Stafford Earl of Stafford: ſo that ſhe was a Lady of one of the greateſt 
_ Houſes, and dignified with ſome of the moſt illuſtrious Titles of this Kingdom: 
for ſhe was Counteſs of Hereford, Eſex, Ewe, N. orthampton, Buckingham, and Stafford: * 


who dying 17 Henr. VI, 1438, ſhe appointed him, then Biſhop of Veregfer, to be one 


of the Executors of her Will. 5 
IN 1424, May 24, he was admitted to the Prebend of Colwicbh in the Cathedral 


| Church of Lichfield ;' s and occurs Dean of the Collegiate Church of St. Martin le 


Grand in Londen in 1428 ;7 he is faid to have been educated in Nevis Holle in Ox- 
Ford, of which Univerſity he was Chancellor from 1433 to 1437, and was created 


Maſter of Arts in the former of thoſe years. In 1432, he occurs Prebendary of We ft 3 
 » Thurrock in the Free Chapel of Haſtings ;* and on 25 July 1433, was collated to the 
Prebend of Coryngbam in the Church of Lincoln.“ In the ſame year, Dec. g, he was 


elected Biſhop of Wercefter ; but met with ſome difficulties before he was eſtabliſhed 


in that Biſhoprick : for Pope Eugenius IV, had provided ＋ homas Brown Dean of Sa- 


rum, to that See, who was then with him at the Council of Bail; and by Letters to 
the King intreated that he would confirm his Proviſion : but the King wrote to 


Brown, and ordered him to give up his pretenſions, if ever he expected any prefer- | 


ment in England; and let the Pope know, that he did not conſent ; ; being rather de- 
ſirous that his Couſin Thomas Bourchier, ſhould be provided by his Holineſs to Wor- 


ceſter; and did readily conſent, that the other might be promoted to Rocheſter: where- 


upon the Pope, not willing to diſoblige the King, granted his Bulls of Proviſion for 


hs DORA Bourchier t to the See. * 8 and the 28 gave him . of the | 


* 9 Aſia's Feed, ol. xi. pag. 44. R mum K fol. 1. . Feed. vol. xi. pag. 52. 


4 Brook's Catalogue of the Kings, &c. p. 160, 169, 320. 5 Newcourt, vol. ii. pag. 1 2 1 
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Was elected Archbiſhop of Canterbury on St. George's Da 
Monks, who were left at full liberty to chooſe whomſoever they pleaſed, the King 


25 155 diſtinct vlaims and rights of the Biſhop and Convent, a 
K. Henr.V, A. P. 1417.—See above p.167, under the Artic 
5 yy p. 671,672. = Godwin de Præſul. P. _ 5 1 DEA 
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Bistor Bourchier's former election from Worceſter to the See of Ely, together with 
his reaſons for declining it, has been already mentioned: but now on the death of 


Cardinal Lewis de Luxemburgh in 1443, he was tranſlated by the ſame Pope Euge- 


-nius IV, to this See with the King's conſent and approbation. Notwithſtanding the 


Prior and Convent of Ely elected him a ſecond time, it ſeems as if his firſt acceſs 


thither, was not very agreeable to them; for the Monk who writes his Life, begins 
with heavy complaints of the hardſhips the Church of Ey ſuffered during his Ad- 


miniſtration. He was tranſlated, ſays he, from Worcefter to Ely on Mar. 12, and 
received all the profits of the See, from St. Andrew's Term to Lach- day, to the a- 


mount of 2951, which we had paid to the King; yet the Biſhop would not 5 


us to collect the money; to the great detriment and damage of the Churc 


4 alſo deferred his Inſtallation for above two years; and impriſoned the Tenants of 
our Franchiſe in Eh, Braham, Mepal and elſewhere; nor would deliver them into 
the cuſtody of our Bailiff by Indenture, according to the Form and Ordinance of 


our Award ;* by the advice of John Hay his Steward, he amerced our Prior, and ſeveral 


of the Monks in office to their great grievance; and being much intreated to be 
Kinder to them, Gifts and Preſents being offered him, he only gave them back good 
words: we only gathered from him Flowers, inſtead of Fruit, as from an uſeleſs 


N Tree. Except on the Day of his Inſtallation, he never would celebrate Maſs, or ſo- 
lemn ſervice in his Cathedral. After he had ſat 10 years, 23 weeks, and 5 days, he 


as tranſlated to Canterbury by Pope Nicholas V, on the Feaſt of St. Bartholomew, 
4454. He afterwards gave to the Church of Ely 100 Marks, towards the repairs of 
the Tower, and at his Death, in recompence for his/firſt Election to be Biſhop of this 
Dioceſe, he gave an Image of our Saviour, of very great value, with other things. 2 
By this account it ſhould ſeem, that his removal to the See of Canterbury was 


| Such to the ſatisfaction of the Convent of EY; and by the manner of his Election 
t the Prin 


imacy, one would think that the Monks of that Church were under no ap- 
prehenſions of any rigorous treatment from him: for we are informed, that he 


ay. Apr. 231454, by the 


neither by word or writing, giving the leaſt intimation whom he would have placed 
in that high ſtation, leſt he ſhould ſeem to bias the Liberty of the Election: which 


Was celebrated, we are told by another authority, 5 with peculiar credit; for whereas 
others had been uſually extorted by Letters from Kings and Princes, or provided by 
Popes, this alone ſtood exempt and free from ſuch ſolicitations, and was performed 


with the greateſt Liberty and Freedom. He was inthroned at Canterbury, 26 Jan. 


9 following, at which Solemnity were preſent all his Noble Relations, * 8 
- 2 of the principal n, Clergy, and Gray: of the Kingdom. | 8 


ON 


1 Angl. e pag: 671. * Secundum n landi PE * "Ang 

finted : — it ſhould be read Landi noſtri ;—and refers to the Final Award, concerning the ſeparate 
ven by. the Arbitrators Venda by 
of a. Body 3 _ Sacr, 


P8438. 
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ON Mar. y, 145 5, 33 Hen. VI, he was conſtituted Lord Chancellor of England; and 
ſo continued, as it ſhould ſeem, till 1457, when the Seals were given to William 
Waynfleet Biſhop of Wincheſter, who by miſtake is called by Dugdale,* William Wick- 
bam; whereas the latter had been dead above fifty years, However, we are told by 
Rymer,* that he reſigned the Chancellor's Seal 11 OX.1456, 3 35 Hen. VI; which 11 OG. 
is put down by Dugdale as the day on which his Succeſſor was confirmed in that 
But office, and places it in 1457. I leave it to others to ſettle the Chronology. 
AFTER the Battle of Touton on Palm-Sunday, Mar. 29,1461, in which Edward Iv 
was victorious, our Archbiſhop performed. the ny of his Coronation on June | 
29 following. 3 
IN 1464, Sept.1 8, he was created a Cardinal, by the Title of 8. " IE in Thermis, 
is Hat being GEE to hin on Dec. 9 K the en of TE; with great ; 
 ſolemnity. + 
IN the time of Edward IV, he . a Grant from the Gene of the Alien 
Priory of Cranfield in Eſſex, which he gave to the Prior and Convent of Chrift Church | 
in Canterbury: and they by a Deed, dated Sept. 2,1473, obliged themſelves and Suc- 
ceſſors to pray for the good eſtate of him while living, and for his Soul after his 
deceaſe: s which I mention the rather, becauſe Biſhop Godwin remarks, e that the 
troubles and confuſions of the times he lived in, were probably the occaſion why 
nothing of his Bounty to the Publick is recorded of him, except ſome ſmall Bene- 
factions to the Univerſities. And indeed he lived in very trying times, from the Reign 
of Hen. VI, to that of Henr. VII, when the Kingdom was in continual confuſion; and 
it required no ſmall degree of prudence and ſagacity, to conduct himſelf with ſafety 
through all thoſe 3 Though he owed all his promotions to K ing Henry vI 
nt he was made choice of, or ex officio, crowned his Succeſſor Edward IV; on whoſe 
death in 1483, the Great and Privy! Seal, with the Royal Signet, or Seal-Ring, were 
committed to his cuſtody; ? and in the following year he crowned his Succeſſor and 
Brother King Richard III; and what is ſtill more extraordinary, afterwards married : 
King Henry VII, to his Queen Elizabeth of York, Daughter to Kin 8 Eduard IV. hav- - 
ing before crowned her Huſband at Weſminfter.* 
' AFTER having fat Archbiſhop of Canterbury 32 years, he died at bis Palace of : 
Knoll i in Kent, on March 30, 1486, 9 and was buried according to-his Will, on the 
N orth ſide of the Choir of his Metropolitan Church, near the High Altar, under 2. 
very magnificent Tomb, which is ſtill remaining. He left to his Church of Canter- 
** an * of the Holy Trinity of pure Gold, 9 ſet with Jewels, and 27 Copes + 
of 
1 2 3 > . 
Cc 0 Hakens, vol. i 22 ay wo xi pag. IP ae 1. 0 bas 6, Now 14: 
p. 443. Ibid. ®* Biſhop Godwin A (De Præſul. Ang]. 4 3 0 ) That Cardinal Bourchier 


vas a Biſhop 8 51 years; a longer time than any other he had met with among the Engliſh 
Biſhops : but our modern times have produced a more remarkable inſtance of that kind, in the late 


. moſt worthy Biſhop of Worceſter, Di, John Hough, who was Conſecrated Biſhop of Oxford May 
21,1690, and died Biſhop of en, ST 557748, in the 9 ou of his Aer, ST; been a 
. near 53 _ ns 
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of red Tiſſue; to the Cathedral Church of Worceſter, an Image of the Bleſſed Virgin 
of Silver gilt; and to the Church of Ely 200 Marks: with Legacies to ſeveral Mo- 
naſteries; and in recompence for Dilapidations he left 2000 / to his Succeſſor ; and 
| Legacies of about 1257, to each of the Univerſities, to be kept in Cheſts, for the 
be W poor Scholars: ” 


. 


XVI. WILLIAM GRAY, 8T.P. 1454. 


N the Tranſlation of Biſhop Barner to the See of Cres WILLIAM 
GRay, S.T.P. the King's Procurator * at Rome, was by King Henry VI, re- 
-commended to Pope Nicholas V, (by whom he was much eſteemed,3) to ſucceed: him 
at Ely; who granted him his Proviſionary Ball,* dated at Rome, June 21, 1454 being 
at that time Notary Apoſtolic, and Referendary to his Holineſs. 5 The King reſtored 
to him the Temporalties of his See Sept. 6 following, s and the Archbiſhop confirmed 
him the ſame day, and conſecrated him at Mortlake the day after, viz. on Sept.7,14 54.7 
THIs Biſhop is ſaid to be deſcended. of the noble Family of the Barons Gray of 
| Codnor : : 5 but of this there is great reaſon to doubt: as the Arms of that noble Fa- 
mily are the ſame with thoſe of the late Duke of Kent; being indeed both of the 
ſame original, and quite different from thoſe aſſigned to, and certainly borne by our 
Biſhop, who gave Gules, a Lion rampant, and a bordure engrailed Argent ; ; which Arms 
were given by an antient Family of the Name of Gray in Suffolk :s certain it is that 
our Biſhop was educated in, and proved a very liberal Benefactor to Baliol College in 
Oxford, where he not only built good part of the Library, but alſo furniſhed the ſame 
with rare ' Manuſcripts on the buildings whereof the Biſhop's ſaid Arms are ſtill re- 
maining in ſeveral places; 1 as they are alſo in ſeveral windows of their Library, 
Which, 1 ſuppoſe, was finiſhed at the joint expenſe of Biſhop Gray, and Robert Abdy 
the then Maſter: of that College; whoſe names, as Dr. Savage obſerves, are never put 
5 aſunder, in . where ef are remembered. = W 1b it is evident that our 
T7 „ 
3 This 3 of 12 571 to Cambridge, was os united to 4 8 P=nefaion of De. 
* Richard Billingford, Maſter of Benet College, and Chancellor of the Univerſity, wao had founded 
it, in order that the Students of the Univerſity might borrow out of it on their particular occaſions. 
[See Maſters's Hiſt. of C. C. C. C. p. 38.] From their being united in one fund, it was afterwards 


-called Bourchier's and Billingford's The: it was. in being in 1601, when 100] was borrowed out 
of it for the Univerſity ; but was afterwards embezzeled . — the iniquity of the times. Ry- 


mer's Feed. vol. xi, p. 367. Angl. Sacr. vol. i. p. 672. * Godwin de Præſul. p. 268. + Regiſtrum 


. -Gray, fol.1. 5 Angl. Sacr. v. I. p.692. Rymer, v. xi. p. 358. 7 Regiſt. 8 01.5 Bale 
de Script. Illuſtr. Brit. v. ii. p. 64. 9 MS Book of Heraldry” penes Ma 2 ole. 10 Dr. Sa- 
pyages Balliofergus, p. 68. ** Id. p.109. — On the North fide 2 our ſaid Library, the firſt Win- 

dow hath the Arms of Biſhop Gray, which are, a Lion rampant Argent, in a F ield bake a Border 


15 | be ae Argent; and Abdy's Arms; the Verſes in Wreaths about 9 5 


1. Conditor ecce novi ſtructus hujus fuit Abdy: 
2̃. Preſul et huic Edi Gray Libros contulit Ely. 
The fifth Window hath Biſhop Gray's and Abdy's Arms, with this Motos 
I. Hos Deus adjecit: Deus his det gaudia celi z - 8 
27 + BO0p en opus hoc, ny wes! et ng” ' Id. p. by; 50. . 
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Biſhop retained a moſt grateful ſenſe of that place of his education; from whence, 
being maſter of an ample fortune, he removed to Ferrara, where he ſtudied under 
Guarini of Verona with as great profit to himſelf, as credit to his Maſter ;* eſpecial- 
ly in the Greek and Hebrew Languages. 

IN 1434, we find him Rector of Amerſham in Bucks, at which time bs, was collated 
by his Kinſman and Nameſake, William Gray Biſhop of Lincoln, to the Prebend of 
Tame, and on May 16, to the Archdeaconry of Nortbampton, in that Sach 3 both 
which preferments he held till his promotion to this See. 

Ix 1440, he was Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford; 4 and on Oct. 21, 11443; 
was collated to the Prebend of Zongdon in the Cathedral of Lichſield.s In 1448, he 
was made Archdeacon of Northumberland, which, I ſuppoſe, he quitted in 1450, for 
that of Richmond, to which he was admitted March z of that year, being then S. T. B; 
having been before, viz. 16 Dec.1447, collated to the Prebend'of Barnby in the Me- 


'  tropolitan Church of Nr; in which Church he was further collated to _ Prebend 


of Driffeld, Aug. 20,14 52.9 a 4 
. THOUGH- ſtudious, he did not neglect the 1 el of the World: 7 e 


Ke Henry VI, admiring his great prudence and abilities, conſtituted him his Procu- 
rator at the Court of Rome; and Pope Nicholas V, on account of his recondite and 
| excellent learning, and above all his humanity, benevolence, and candour, of his 
con accord appointed him, on the vacancy, to this See in 1454 ;* being at that 
time his Referendary and Notary Apoſtolic, 39 though he was not mthroned at Ely 
till March e 
e his return, he was appointed, ſays Cadwig,nt Chancilioe. or 8 to his 
Learned Annotator, * Treaſurer of England. In 1467, he was appointed by King 
Edward IV, his ſpecial Commiſſioner, to treat of Peace and Friendſhip with Alpbonſo 
Biſhop of Ciudad, Councellor and Ambaſſador from Henry King of Caſtile and Leon; ; 
which Treaty was concluded at Weſtminſter, 6 July, 1467."3 
ON 27 04,1469, he was conſtituted Lord Treaſurer of England, and fo 1 
March y of the next year: 4. however Dugdale ſays, that he was ſo appointed 27 O#. 
1479; which great Office he diſcharged only part of a Year, reſigning the ſame to 
Jobn Tiptoft Earl of Worceſter, on or before July 10 following.'s But he means the 
| ſame Year with the former ; for he calls it 9 Edu. IV; now Mer of that Year 
turns out ö | 
IN 1471, 1472, 1473. he was ; nominated the King 8 firſt Commiiones, ag 
other Biſhops and nenn, to treat of Peace with the Ss of N III, 
King « of Scittand,** :- | TR 
DURING the time he was s Biſhop, the 15 and Comment were at great charges 
m repairing the lower part of the Weſtern Tower; the Arches and Pillars of which, 
bein 8 uns inſufficient for its ſuppott, were. e obliged to be race | 


: | Godwin, p. 268. 2 | Lala < Script. Brit. p-4 461+ 3 Willis's Surv. of Lache p. 1175 Fa 
4 Le Neys P: 442. 5 Survey of Lichf. p. 431. $5 Willis's Surv. of York. p.131. 7 Leland. 
pag. 462 Godwin de Præſul, p. 268. Rymer Feed. v. xi. p.358. »Regiſt. Gray. fol. 120. 
2+ De Preful. pag. 2065. * Ibid. Note v.. Rymer's Fad. v. xi. pag. 383. Id. P-648, *s | 
| 35 nee _ . * 993 TI mas 9 wha? Liv 753. and 47765 


| 5 HISTORT AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE 
by wholly new-caſing them with Stone, in the moſt ſubſtantial manner, as we now 
them: in this work the Biſhop was a liberal Benefactor, by giving at different 
times conſiderable ſums towards it. He alſo ornamented the Preſbytery, with two 
Windows on the North-fide, near the place where he was afterwards interred ; on 
the ſides of which Are his Arms fingly engraved in Stone ſhields ; and oppoſite to 
them, in other ſhields of the ſame fort, are the Arms of Gray alſo impaling a Saltier, 
poſſibly for Neville ; and not improbably defigned for his Parents, 
In 1478, the Biſhop began to decline in his health at London; after Eofter, he 
came to Ely, and from thence he removed to Downham; * where he was attended 


by the famous Phyſician of thoſe times, Dr. Walter Lempfter, formerly Fellow of 
King's College in Cambridge, and then ſettled in London. On May 10 of the preced- 


ing Year, the Biſhop had ſettled an annual Penſion of ten Marks on him, to be paid 
out of his Manor of Di#ton; * he having then attended the Biſhop at Dodington : but 
now that his attendance was become more neceſſary, the Penſion was increaſed to 
twenty Marks for his Life, which was granted at Downham, Apr. 18, 1478; and rati- 
fied by the Prior and Convent on 21 of the ſame Month: + beſides which, the Doctor 
was to have Bouch de Court, which, I ſuppoſe, means Entertainment, for himſelf, 
we deere and three horſes, as often as he ſhould have occaſion to come to 

ſhop, on his Lordſhip's account.“ The Grant and Ratification of this Annuity, 
as it 3 4 little light on the Hiſtory of Phyſick, and may be looked upon by the 
Gentlemen of that Profeſſion as/a Curioſity, are remitted into the Appendix.“ This 
Penſion continued to be paid to Dr. Lempſter many years after the Biſhop's deceaſe : 


For in the Catalogue of the Harlelan MSS, now in the Britiſh Muſe eum,7 is this, 
Warrant for Payment of an Annuyte of 20 Marcs] which the worſhipfulle i in God 


© William Grey, late Biſhop of Ely, graunted to Walter Lemſer Doctour of Phiſſike, 


and did to be ratified & hs under the Convent Seale of the Monaſterye of 
© Eh. Veven at We ſim. 25 Dec. A® primo.” This was the 18 of Rich, III, viz. 1483.8 
Ov Biſhop died at Downham 4 Aug. 1478: from whenee on the day following, 
his body was conveyed with great ſolemnity, almoſt all th Clergy of the Iſle affiſt- 
ing-on Horſeback, with. Torches and led Horſes; and on the Aftern. noon of the ſaid 
day, his Exequies were ſolemnly performed in the Choir: on the motrow he was bu- 
ried betwixt two marble Pillars on the North-ſide of the Pr dbytery, near 7 place 
} where Biſhop Alcock's Chapel i is now built? | 
Ar his death he bequeathed x variety of Plate an Ornankeiits to the Church, = and 
to Bano! College, many curious and valuable Books and MSS, which he had collect- 
ed in Italy. He is ard to o have written a Ferch owl, and ay 173 Oy py though i 


| Hg is now ext 4 24 3 

A Monument of wrt Me Ale wits erefited to 1 memory, over the plac las his 
interment, having thereon his Effigies in Marble, and under that his Portrait en- 
graven on Braſs, both which, as. well as moſt of the other decorations are now gone 2 


55 INE rene of the Monument * repreſented 3 in Py XX. ' ab 
. * VI. 0 HN 


0 r e e 3 Regiſt Gray. 81. 96. 14. o. 97. e 
Eben. B. fol. 84. 64 ix Ne. XXVIII. N 433. Artic., 1761. fol. 160. See more 
inſtances of the ſame kind, Id. Art. 90g. fol. 74. ys 9 Angl. Sacr, Ke i, 15 673. 39 Id. Ibid, 
33 Leland de Re Brit. p. 46. Pitſeus. p. 855. | 
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XXVII. JOHN MORTON, LL. D. 1478. 


58 FAS eldeſt "JON of Richard Morton of Milbourne 87 Andrew's, Dorſet, Eg Gita 

Vat Beere in the ſaid County. He received the firſt part of his education a- 

mong the Monks of Cerne Abby, and thence removed to Baliol College in Oxford ; 

became Moderator of the Civil-Law School, en of Peckwater Hall i in 1453, and 
was one of the Commiſſaries of the Univerſity. 

IN 14 50 he was collated to the Sub-Deanery of the Cathedral of Liese and in 
1458 to the Prebend of Fordington in the Church of Saliſbury, (which he reſigned in 
1476.) In the ſame year 1458, he was inſtalled Prebendary of Corringham3 in the 
Church of Lincoln, reſigning hisSub-Deanery.” In 1472 he was collated to the Recto- 
ry of St. Dunſtan's in the Eaſt, London, + (which he held only two years,) and about 
the ſame time to the Prebend of Iſlington | in the Church of St. Faw; which he ex- 
changed the next year for that of Chefwick. 

IN 1473 he was made Maſter of the Rolls, in 1474 Gechdsesen of Wi bee, (in 
both which offices he was ſucceeded by his Nephew Robert Morton afterwards Biſhop 
of Worceſter.) He was alſo in this year collated to the Archdeaconry of Chefer. The 
next year he was inſtalled by Proxy Archdeacon of ew M and alſo collated to 
the Prebend of St. Decuman in the Cath. Church of Wells. In 1476 he was inſtalled 

. Prebendary of South Newbald in the Church of Tork, and alſo enn to the Arch- 
deaconry of Berkſhire, and the next year to that of Leiceſter.) 

THESE numerous promotions ſhow the eſteem with which he was regarded by 

a ſeveral eminent Prelates, particularly by Cardinal Bourchier ABp of Canterbury, 8 to 


whom he recommended himſelf by a diſplay of eminent abilities as a Civilian, during 


his practice in the Court of Arches: and through his favour a way was opened to 
his future greatneſs under King Henry VI, who made him a Privy Councellor : and 
he ſo ſtrictly adhered to the intereſts of that unfortunate Prince, when moſt others 
deſerted him; that even King Edward IV could not but admire and reward his fide- 
1 lity, taking him into his Councils, and in 1478 making him both Biſhop of Ely and 
Lord High Chancellor of England;? and ſuch was the continuance of his regard to 
him, that at his Death he appointed him one of his Executors. He received his no- 
mination to the Biſhoprick of Ely the day after the interment of Biſhop Gray, and 


| Was the next day elected; though the Papal Bull of Proviſion did not arrive till 


Dec. 24. The Temporalties were reſtored Jan. 4, 1 479, 0 and hewas-Conſecrat on 
. the 31%, and In 55 29 en ee Fo great State and Magnificence, ** 


BEING 
| x Bargmegrage of Engl. vol. il p. 33. Edie 19204. * Willis's Cath. Lincoln, f. - 3 MSS - 
Cole, vol. 5 p. 298. # eren Repert. — 5 p. 1 71. - 5 Willis? Iogoſis. p. 107. 


S Baronettage &c. 115 34. 'Le Neve. p. 164, 260. Godwin de Præſulibus Angl. p. 190. 
9 Chronica Juridicialia. pag. 139. 0 Anno incipiente. un The Abbots of Thorney, Bury, and 
Ramſey, with the Priors of Ey Barnwell, and Angleſey, and the Maſter-of the Rolls his . 

attended at his Inſtallation; together with the following Knights and Gentlemen of the Country, Sir 

Thomas Howard, Sir John Donne, Sir John Wingfield, Sir Harry Wentworth, John Sapcote, Sir Ed- 

* * rn * mee, Sir . Sir Villines is ag his Wn 
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BEING fiewaly attached to the intereſts of Edward IV, no wonder if he was ; looked 
on with an evil eye by Richard Protector of Edward V; and accordingly, when the 
Privy Council was aſſembled in the Tower to conſult about the Coronation of that 
young King, the Biſhop of Ely, together with Rotheram ABp of York, Lord Hanley, 
and others, was taken into cuſtody, as known enemies to the meaſures then in agi- 
tation. But our Biſhop was ſoon releaſed from priſon, and given in ward to the 
Duke of Buckingham, at that time a warm partizan of Richard, but by converſation 
with the Biſhop drawn off to oppoſite intereſts. The Biſhop was ſent to the Duke's 
| Caſtle at Brecknock, and eſcaping from thence into the e of. Ely, he paſſed the Seas 
in diſguiſe, and negotiated the Marriage between Henry Earl of Richmond and the 
Princeſs Eligabeth eldeſt Daughter of Edward IV; thus providing for the future peace 
and tranquillity of the Kangdons,: by makin 5 a coalition of 58 Ah Houſes o 
. Dork and Lancafter.* = 
Hz had before this time, under Rewarel W. wo 8 in many beet 
en of State, and ſo early as 1473 had the Cuſtody of the Great Seal committed 
to his care for a time. 3 In 1474, he was ſent: Ambaſſador to the Emperor of Ger- 
many, and to the King of Hungary, to concert a League with them againſt Levis 
King of France: 4 and the next year attended the King with his Army into France; 
and in Auguſt, together with Sir Thomas Horvard, and two others, was appointed 
Commiſſioner to treat concerning the propoſals of Peace which were offered by the 
French King; whereby a Peace was concluded on terms moſt honoarable and advan- | 
_  tageous for the Engh/b. TO TT n 
- HaviNGby many ſignal Services eee bimſelf to the Earl of Richmiind, „ 
Henry VII; he was, on the Death of Cardinal Bourthier ABp of Canterbury in 1486, 
appointed to ſucceed him in that See, and was admitted to the Temporalties of it 
Dec. 6, that year; having immediately after his Election received a Grants of the 
e en 0 it to an own a wa: the a of all Preferments annexed tor it, 


= | Sir Rob {at 3 Yoke dais, . ne Gents 4 a N wich 3 Biſhop o on ea ſo- 
Wo lemnity. The particulars of this Feaſt, with ſome Poetry on the occaſion, are preſerved in a curious 
=_ old printed Book in black Letter in the Heralds Office, and deſerves a place in the Appendix; as 
=_ well as another curious Memorial relating to this Inſtallation, preſerved, among the Harleian MSS 
In the Britiſh Muſeum, giving an account of the Biſhop's Pilgrimage from his Palace at Downham 
= An the Ile, two Miles from Ely, to his Cathedral Church on Aug. 29, being the. Feaſt of the Decol- 
= | lation of St. John Baptiſt, our Prelate's Name-day, barefoot, with the Ceremonies of his Inſtalla- 


w 


BB tion; from whence the whole © Xe. went with the DUIOp to his Palace to A e za Enter- 
= £7 tainment. Sy Ne XXIX. XXX. 5 
as Chron Ed. v, fol. Kii. 6. 2 How this tang, was 080 8 is minutely kt 

* down in the Chronicle which goes under 4 name of Edward Halle, [Life of Rich. iii. fol. xxix. a.] 

Xx. where the Biſhop's Character is naturally drawn, according to the manners of that Age; and the par- 
= 5 7 ticular converſations. between the Duke and Biſhop are alſo related, and may by the Curious be per- 
= uſed. — A. late moſt ingenious Writer has obliquely accuſed our Biſhop bo the violation of his 

_ allegiance. to Richard iii. [Hiſtorical Doubts on the Life of Rich: iii. p. wa ] But can there be 
any violation of allegiance to a Perſon to whom none was due, or for aught that appears, was ever 
3 made? — As the Biſhop was clapt up in priſon before Richard was crowned, and was never after 
=_ a4 ax liberty, till he attained it by his own flight, it is moſt probable he never ſwore any allegiance to 
_ =—_ ; "- at all, 3 oe Fad. vol. xi; p. 782. 8 . * p. Ps ects 5 5 9. 
5 £2 2 (ALS and yol. Xii. pe 14. 8 3 Ibid. 1 * ge „ 
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On Aug. 8, 1487, he was appointed Lord High Chancellor of England. In 1493 
Sept. 20, he was created a Cardinal of the Church of Rome, by Pope Alexander VI, 
by the Title of St. Ana/ftofie. * He held the office of High Chancellor to his death; 
which happened on Sept. 15 or 16, 1500. He was buried beneath the Choir of the 
Cathedral Chur ch of Canterbury, and had a ſumptuous Monument erected for him. 

- WHILE he was Biſhop of Ely he executed a work of very large expenſe and ſin- 
0 gular utility for draining the Fens and extending Navigation, by that Cut of 40 feet 

in breadth and 4 in depth from Viſbech to Peterborough, which is called New Leame, 
or Morton's Leame, being in courſe 12 Miles long; he alſo continued the ſame through 
Wiſbech, and by other Cuts made a new Out-fall to the Sea.? He alſo rebuilt and 
beautified the Biſhop's Palace at Hagſeld, and rebuilt the Caſtle at Wiſbech: And many 
other inſtances of his liberality in repairing Edifices at Canterbury, Lambeth, Maid- 
Alone, Allington-Park, Charing, and Ford, are mentioned by Leland; 3 and at Oxford he 

repaired the Canon-Law School, and was a large Contributor to the rebuilding of 
St. Mary's Church, and the mir School; his Arms are ſtill remaining 8 the 
Tower of Wiſbech Church. 

Br his Will he made large bequeſts t to pious uſes ;4 2000 among theſes, he left to 
his ancient Church of Ely his Silver Croſs, weighing 235 ounces, and his Epiſcopal 5 
Mitre richly ſet with Pearls and Precious Stones: — in return for which, and alſo in 
gratitude for many other favours conferred on them, both whilſt he ſat Biſhop there, 
and afterwards as long as he lived, the Prior and Convent of Ely obliged themſelves 
to find at their own expenſe, one of their Monks to ſay. daily the Maſs of Reguiem 

« for his Soul, and the Souls of his Parents, Friends, and Benefactors, for 20 years 
© from the time of his death: and that the ſaid Monk in every ſuch Maſs, ſhould 
after the reading of the Goſpel, in going to the Lavatory, ſay the Pſalm De profundrs, 

and aſk every one then preſent, to ſay a Pater Noſter and Ave Maria, for their 
© Souls, agreeably to the Will of the ſaid moſt reverend Lord John Morton, expreſſed 
* in his laſt Will and Teſtament.” This Obligation of the Prior and Convent 18 Ca 
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XXVII. oN AL Ok, kk; D. 1486. 


8 ON of William Alcock by Joan his Wife, was born at Bever ley in Yor 2 e, 
. educated at Cambridge, and commenced LL. D. before 1461; in which year 
he was collated By Ti 11 8 Kemp Biſhop of. Londen, : to +: 1 6 of St. Margaret 
5 „ 
1 . de vit. 'Pontif. end Tom. ii. col. 167). Candene Britannia, col. 294: 412, , 
n Dug dale's Hiſt. of Imbanking &c. pag. 364, 372, 376. 3 Itinerary. vol. vii. pag. 129. + He 
; Funded Exhibitions for Scholars at both Univerſities, for 20 years after his deceaſe; 20 at Oxford, 
and 10 at Cambridge. Among his bequeſts, there was one to the Lady Margaret, the King's 5 
Daughter, * to whom he was God. father,) of a Golden Cup, and 407. — He is ſaid alſo to have 
founded 4 Scholarſhips in St. John's College in Cambridge: (Godwin de Præſul. p. 131. Note I. 


but as that College was not founded till ſeveral years after his death ; if there are any ſuch, they 
_ muſt be from "Bag. of br Thr N at firſt for ras other: Ln cs BE | i N 
|: * Elen: B | 
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Fijh- Street; and the ſame year promoted to the Deanery of the Royal Chapel of 
St. Step Ben We efminſter : 2 in 1462 he was appointed Maſter of the Rolls. Dec.16, 1468, 
he was inſtalled Prebendary of Brownd:ſwoed in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul 5 
and the ſame year collated to the Prebend of South Alton in Salisbury Cathedral. 
IN 1470, he was of the Privy Council to the King, and conſtituted his Ambaſſa- 
dor to the King of Caftile; 3 and the following year, together with the Queen and 
others, was by King Edward IV, appointed to be of the Privy Council to his Son 
Edward Prince of Wales : he was alſo in the ſame year one of the Commiſſioners for 
treating with the King of Scotland. In 1472, he was promoted to the See of Rocheſter, 
and alſo made Keeper of the Great Seal, till Robert Stillington Biſhop of Bath and Wells 
ſhould be recovered of his infirmities. He founded a Free-Grammar-School at King- 
fon upon Hull about the year 1476, in which year he was tranſlated to Worceſter Sept. 18, 
and received the Temporalties from the King Sept. 24. — While he continued Biſhop 
there, he very elegantly enlarged the Collegiate Church of Weſtbury. About 1478, 
he was appointed Preſident of ales. In 1481, he viſited and reformed the Priory of 
Little Malvern in Worceſterſhire, rebuilt their Church, | reptired, their Convent, 9 15 in 
A great meaſure diſcharged their Debts. 
ON the death of King Edward IV, in 1483, being then Præceptor to King Bauer V, 
he was removed from that charge by his Uncle the Protector; “ however, he was 
* ſuffered to enjoy his Liberty; and not, as ny 5 a, the Jong King's Friends, 
| clapt up into priſon. 
ON March 6, 1486, 1 Henry VII, ſoon after that King” 8 Acceſſion, on ABp Roth 
ram 8 diſmiſſion from the office of Lord Chancellor, t the Seals were delivered to his 
cuſtody 5 which he reigned not long after to Biſhop Morton, and in October follow 
ing was tranſlated to Eh. 5 * 
IN 1487 he Viſited in perſon the ancient N of St. Rag in Cambridge.” 
1 18 probable that the many diſorders he then found in that Houſe, firſt ſuggeſted to 
dim the thoughts of ſuppreſſing it, and converting it into Aa College of Students ; 
though it was ſome years before that deſign was put in execution. For after- 
wards, upon his repreſenting the great irregularities of the Nuns, he obtained of the 
King a Patent, dated at Weſiminſter Fune 12, 1497,* for diſſolving the Nunnery, and 
founding 1 in it's ſtead a perpetual College, conſiſting of one Maſter, fix Fellows, and 
"a certain number of. Scholars, for the increaſe of Learning, Piety and Virtue, to be 
8 called the College of the B. Virgin Mary, St. John the Evan geliſt, and St. Radegund, 
—_— _ near Cambridge; to be governed by ſuch Statiites as He or his Succeſſors ſhould think 
3 Proper to make and ordain. But the Biſnop havy thought proper to add to this Title, 
bo "m,n of the Holy Name Jeſus, it was even in his time commonly called Fe/us College. 
Since that time it hath increaſed much in Buildings and Revenues, under the Patro- 
a a the Me? © of Bas ; nd: now. x conſiſts 7 4 a [AMES ge r an thir- 
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Hrs Device was a Cock; of which alluſion to his Name he was extremely fond; as 
appears by his placing the figure of that Bird, with moral Sentences upon Scrolls in 
almoſt every part of the publick buildings which he erected; — theſe were many and 
expenſive : He adorned almoſt all his Manors with new buildings, and raiſed from 
the ground a noble Hall and Gallery * in his Palace at Ey; and the remainder of his 
revenues he ſpent in acts of Hoſpitality and Beneficence. 

HE died at his Caſtle of VWisbech Oct. 1, 1500, and was buried in the middle of a 
i Chapel which he had built for himſelf, at the Eaſt-end of the North Iſle 
of the Preſbytery of his Cathedral Church. 

HE was not only a conſiderable Writer, but an excellent Architect; which occa- 
ſioned his being made * Comptroller of the Royal Works and Buildings under King 
Henry VII: and his Chapel above-mentioned is a noble Specimen of his {kill in Ar- 

chitecture; though at preſent 1 it lies ſadly mangled by the fanatical zeal of tumultuous 
'  Reformers, in the ſame neglected ſtate, which gave occaſion, above a Century ago, 
to Biſhop Godwin® to expreſs his wiſhes, that ſome Perſon of the many who were 
| benefited by Biſhop Alceck's munificence, would have the generolity to pay for it's 
reparation. — His Tomb, with his Effigies thereon much defaced, is placed on the 
North-ſide of the Chapel under an Arch of Stone. Some time ſince, on opening a 
Grave at a diſtance from this Chapel, a Stone was turned up with this Inſcription, 
1 Johannes Alcock Epris Elien. hanc fabrycam fieri fecit 1488; being probably the 
Date when he began the Chapel: this Stone 1 is at pos placed in the Eaſt wal of 
the my” oP; 


XXIX. RICHARD R ED MAN, D. D. 150 r. 


FTER a vacancy of near a year, being then Biſhop of Exeter, was tranſlated 
to the See of Ely by Papal Proviſion : the Temporalties were reſtored to him 

on U Sept! 26, 1501, by King RE: Way who alſo wm bam all the i, due to the 

Harne during the vacancy. 5 

Hz is faid to have been educated; at Cambridge: 57 8 a Canon Rebular of st. 
; An of the order of Premonſire; and i in 1 471, was Abbot of Shoppe | in Meſtmor- 
land, (being alſo in 1491 Viſitor General of his Order ; ;) which he held in commendanr 
? with his 8 of St. 2 to which be was ran as being zealous in the 


1 intereſts 
. ee Py wil 8 — - The Gallery n now remaining on the Welk gde of the Palace, was 
built by Biſhop Goodrich ; whoſe Arms are on the Bow-window towards the Green. 2: Parker's 
Hiſt. of Cambr. p. 119. De Præſul. Angl. p. 270. + Plate XXI. 5 Bak, who rarely ſpeaks. 
of any ws with moderation, thus acknowledges the good and amiable qualities of this worthy 
"Biſhop : +. Johannes Alcock, ab ipſa pueritia bonarum literarum ſtudiis ac pietati deditus, its 4. 
_ « virtute in virtutem crevit, ut eo nemo per Angliam majori ſanctitatis nomine inſigniretur. Pars 
. cifnmẽ plane per totam ætatem victitaſſe dicitur, duriterque vigiliis, ftudiis, abſtinentiis, & aliis- 
+ caſtigationibus domuiſſe prurientis ſuz carnis illicebras : -— in omni vita abſtinentiſſimus iſte erat. 
| Bake, cript. illuſtr. Britan. Catalog. 
L Godwin de Præſul. Angliz, . p. 220. — es Wks 
| pen hor dn nM rtfordſhire, and 


| Survey of St. Aſaph Cath. p. 6: 
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| intereſts of King Edward IV, when Thomas Knight was deprived on account of his 
attachment to King Henry VI. It is probable that R. Biſhop of St. 4/aph. OZ. 30, 1468, 
mentioned by Mr. Fharton,* was meant for him; though (from the confuſion of the 
times,) he obtained not licence of Conſecration from Canterbury till OF. 13, 1471, 
and does not ſeem to have been Conſecrated till the middle of the following year, 
However, as King Henry's party gained ſtrength in 1469, Biſhop Knight ſeems.to h ave. 
been re-eſtabliſhed in his See, and received a Summons to attend King Henry's Parli- 
ament at Weftminfter.;* where acting zealouſly for the reſtoration of his old Maſter, 
againſt the claims of Edward IV, he was by that Prince convicted of High Treaſon ; 
and to compound for his fault, was forced to reſign his Biſhoprick 3 3 upon which 
he had an eſpecial Pardon paſſed 02. 30, 1471, g 

Bis Ho Redman proved a moſt liberal and generous Benefactor to the See of 
St. Aſaph, by rebuilding his Cathedral Church, which had been burnt down about 
1404 by Owen Glendour, and laid in ruins near 80 years, with only the walls ſtand- 
ing: theſe he repaired about 1490, and having carried them up to their preſent 
height, he placed thereon a new Roof, and made the Eaſt-Window, the Biſhop's 
Throne, Stalls in the Choir, and other inſide reparations and ornaments; 34 his Arms 
7 remaining in divers parts of the Fabrick. 

IN 1487 he was entangled in. the affair of Lambert Symnell, and on that account 
Falling under the diſpleaſure of King Henry VII, was complained of to the Pope for 
this his diſloyalty; who by Bull dated Jan. 9 that year, commiſſioned the Archbiſhop 
with the Biſhops of Vincbeſter, Ely and Exeter, to inquire into that matter, and to 
tranſmit the reſult of it to Rome. 5 It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the Biſhop acquit- 
ted himſelf to the King's ſatisfaction; as he was in 1492 appointed by him one of 
his Commiſſioners to treat of Peace with the Scots, and the year after was made one 
of his Privy Council.“ In 1495 he was promoted to the See of Exeter, having the 
Tomporalties it reſtored to him 1 keg 7 0 ; "and in 1 587.5 was s tranſlated to 

N . E ly; 


ke takes 1 1 not; ks PPE reports, fas Yi was firſt 1 or of Kelſhall ; in that County, 
and then of Stretham in the Ille of Ely, both of the gift of William Gray Biſhop of this Dioceſe, to 
whom it is ſuppoſed, he was Chaplain; but I preſume that he was neither Rector of one, nor the 
other; for the Maſter Richard Redman, M. A. and Chaplain to Biſhop Gray, who at Downham 
preſentetibim 1 Mar. 1455, (Regiſt. Gray. fo. 12. .) to the Rectory of Kelſhall, and who was 
.Chaplain to that Biſhop in 1457 ; (ibid. fo. 27. 5.) who further collated. him to the Rectory” of 
Stretham aforeſaid, 17 Mar. 1458, (ib. fo. 7 a.) when he is called his Domeſtick Chaplain, was 
a different Perſon from out Biſhop Redman; as will appear from the following circumſtances: In 
1488, being grown very old and infirm, having been in poſſeſſion of Stretham 30 years, he "was 
diſpoſed *to retire, and ptobably to Cambridge, for the remainder of his life: accordingly, on 
29 OX. 1488, he reſigned the ſaid Living of Stretham, into the hands of Biſhop Alcock, (Regitt. 
- Alcock. fo. 32, 33, 34.) on account of his great age and infirmities; at which time be is called 
Honorabilis Magiſter Ricardus Redeman, S. T. B. when the Biſhop aſſigns him a Penſion of 12 J. per 
. out of that Reftory; giving theſe reaſons for that aſſignment, Becauſe he had laudably taken 
care of his Pariſh during his incumbency, and that the Clerical Order ſhould not be diſgracetl 
15 < through Poverty.” Which Penſion was to be paid quarterly at the High Altar of St. Sepulchre's 
Church in Cambridge. De Epr's Lond. & S. Aſavenſibus. p. 361. Id. p. 352. Id. p.361. 
4 Willis's Survey of St. Alb. p- 5, 48, 70, 133. Godwin de Præſul. p. 641. - 5 Rymer's Feed. 
vol. xii. p. 333, 334+ d. P. 494. 2 Godwin de * LE: 941. Nora. * 
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Eh where having lived with great Hofpitality not full four years, he died on Aug. = 9 
1505, at Eh-Huuſe in Holborn, and was buried according to his on directions in his 
Cathedral Church of Eh, between two Pillars on the North- ſide of the Preſbytery, 
where a ſumptuous Monument! is erected to his Memory. By his laſt Will he gave 
conſiderably to his old Monaſtery of Shappe ;* ſeyeral ſmall Legacies. to all the Reli- 
gious Houſes in the Dioceſe of Ey; 100 Marks to the Cathedral, and the like Sum 
to be diſtributed: to the Poor on the day of his Burial. In his journeys, through 
any towns where he ſtaid but an hour, it was his practice to cauſe a Bell to be rung, 
that the Poor might come and partake of his Charity, which he plentifully beſtow- 
ed among them. Biſhop Godwin who records this of him, ſeems however not to 
approve of this oſtentatious way of giving Alms, as bordering too much upon what 
our B. Saviour has reprehended i in the Phariſees; and therefore ſubj oins, Veriſimile 
« eſt illum qui tam multum palam donabat, Rs etiam ene clanculum, 
n omnibus non innoteſcerent. e e dne £7 8 4 Faria fee 
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| JAMES. STANLEY, D. D. 1506. 


7A 8 | the third Son of Thomas Stanley, 9 Earl ot Der: in 1485. Mr. Word 
"reckons him to have received his education at Oxford. 5: In Biſhop Godwin 
he is conſidered as a Graduate i in Cambridge: : * however, he occurs Prebendary of 
Holywell in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 7 to which he was collated fo 0 28 
Aug. 26, 1458, 8. and held it till 1481, when he exchanged it for the Wardenſnip 
of Manchefter. In 1491 he was inſtalled Prebendary of Tatminſter prima in the Cathe- 
dral Church. of e which he exchanged the next year? for that of ee pri- 
ma, 


3 Plate XXII. 2 Wil 5 "ay of Ely Cath. p. 85 be” Haines Preface to Per, Lang- 
toft's Chron. p. xxxiv. De Præſul. Angl, b. 270, 271. 5 Athen. Oxon. v. I. p. 652,653. 
&æ Faſti p. 2. In order to his Promotion to this See i as 1506, Mr. Wood infotms. us, that he by 
che Name of Jacobus wg e per bujus Univerſitatis Scholafticus, ſupplicated the Congregation of. 
Regents, that he might be to proceed in the Civil Law; which was granted, with ſome 
_ conditions : and. Ke on Jan. 29. of the following year, the faid Re ents, with the Non. Regents 
did grant, chat the ſaid James Stanley Bp. of Ely might be created Dr. of Decrees, by a Cap put 
"= his in Head by William A. Bp. of Canterbury and Richard Bp. of London : which Grant being 
a 1 1 1 executed at, or near London with ſolemnity 3 a 2 of Thanks was ſent to the Uni 
verſity for the honour they had done unto him. De Præſul. Angl. pag. 27 1. — Where Bp. 
Godwin lays e expreſsly, that he was Dr. in Divinity, and his late Editor. Dr. Richardſon | (Note rc) 
ularly, that he was ſo of Cambridge. 7 Newcourt's Repert. v. i. p. 160. This 
Wo circumſtance ſerves to correct a miſtake in Mr. Archdeacon Knight, who in his Life of Eraſmus, 
(pag. 18, 192) takes notice of a young illicerate rich Prieſt,” who reſided with him in his Houſe at 
5 aris in the year 1496, and who had refuſed a Biſhoprick on a conſciouſneſs of his Inſufficiency ; 
but was to have poſſeſſion of it the next ear, when: he had made ſome further progreſs in Learn. 
ing, and had made great offers to Eraſmus to inſtruct him: but all in vain; for Eraſmus in his 
| boaſting way, ſays, that he deſpiſed oy great offers, which would have taken him from his Stu- 
dies. This perſon Dr. Knight ſu 5 have been our Bp. Stanley: but him it cauld not be, on 
many accounts; as the title of tens, or Youth could 12 agree to his Age, even ſuppoſing bim 


725 to have been a Beneficiary ever ſo rh » for in 1458, 28 years before, we find him a Preben- 


_ dary of St. Paul's: e or 10 e time Fas 1 1 ach 
| mus für the al offer of that . 1 * ge BLOKE ret 
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An: in 1500 Archdeacon of Richmond; in 1 505 Prece 


Herby. bearing date 12 Dec. 2 Henry VIII. 1510 35 when 


which was $ the deny and ere e a8 Was * his Tomb of grey 
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ma in the lame Church! in 14093 he was made Dean of St, Martin's le Grand: Lon 
mor of rwe having been 


alſo Prebendary of the Collegiate Churches of Southwell and Nippon. 
Ix 1506 he was promoted to the See of Ely, by the Pope's Bull of Proviſion, 2 
bearing date 17 July, that year. The Temporalties were reſtored Nov: 5 following 


by the King ; who alſo by a Grant dated 13 of the ſame month, gave him d e 


Fes of the See during the vacancy, to the amount of near 2 50. 

Ir is reaſonably enough ſuppoſed by Mr. Baker, 3 that the powerful week of 
bis Mother- in- law Margaret, Counteſs of Richmond and Derby, occaſioned his promo- 
tion in the Church: © The worſt thing, ſays he, ſhe ever did! This reflection, 
no doubt, is in regard to our Biſhop's Morals ; which will by no means bear the 
ſtricteſt ſerutiny; and partieularly hints at the ſtory related by Biſhop Godwin, in 
reſpect to his incontinency: and this has led that Hiſtorian to be ſo ſevere on his Me- 
mory, that he ſays further, IT hat he died without performing any one thing, de- 
ſerving to be remembered: . — thereby cancelling at once, on account of that 
ſingle fault, all the good actions of his Life, — However, we ought not, I think, on 


that account, to forget ſome worthy actions that are recorded of him. 


Hz was extremely generous in point of Hoſpitality :' a Benefactor to Ye efus C Col- 


lege, by giving to it the Im propriation of the Reftory of Grear Shelferd near Cam- 
bridge, partly for founding a Fellowſhip therein, the Patronage of which he reſery- 
| - to his Succeſſors the Biſhops of Ey: he alſo compiled the Statutes of that College, 


nd got them confirmed by Pope Julius II: he likewiſe built a noble Chapel on the 
N orth-ſide of the Choir of the Collegiate Church at Manchefter, and wainſcoted the 
whole South-fide of the Choir, with ftalls and other ornaments; and much improv- 


ed the Biſhop of Zly's Palace at Somer/ham : add to this, his provident care in improv- | 
ing the Patronage of his See, by another Fellowſhip in the ſame Univerſity, which 
ſtill remains in the nomination. of his Succeſſors: for it appears by an Indenture of 


agreement between our Biſhop and the Executors of the Cpunteſs of Richmond and 


1e agreed to give them 
poſſeſſion of the Houſe or Priory (as it is there called) of 8t. Jobs the Evangeliſt in 


Cambridge, in order to found the preſent College of that Name ; that he was careful 


to maintain the dignity and honour of his Cathedral Church, by ſtipulating, That 
the Biſhops of Ely, who were Founders and Patrons of the Houſe or Priory, ſhould 


till be accounted as ſecondary Founders. of the College: and moreover reſerved to 


himſelf the Nomination and Election of three Fellows during his life, and to renew 


them as often as their places became vacant; and to his Succeffors for ever, the No- 


mination and Election of one of the Fellows of the ſaid College. T9, 
Is died at Manchefer Mar. 22, 1515, and was there buried in the aforeſaid Chapel, 


Sd, 7 a Marble, 
"a A Reese Wet v. i. i. p. DN _— +. Rymeris Fin, . 5 * 3 Preface to.Bp. 
Fiſher's Funeral Sermon on the Counteſs of Richm and Derby, p. wn an. n de | 
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8 Marble, by his natural Son Sir Jabn Stanley on the Table of which Tomb, is a 
| ſmall Figure of the Biſhop in Braſs, in Pontificalibus, and an Wen at his n. 

| Tag Un en a mene in Flate XXIII.“ 


XXkI. NICHOLAS. WEST, LL.D. 1515. 


As the Son of Jobn Meß, a Baker of Putney in Surrey. By the violence of 
-V V his temper and by his miſconduct, he is {aid to have ſuffered diſgrace in his 
Bt years. But theſe failings were abundantly compenſated by his future regula- 
rity and diligence, and by a diſplay of good Learning, particularly in Divinity, and 
the Civil and Canon Law; which endeared him to Biſnop Fi/her and Sir Thomas 
More, and proved the occaſion of his riſing in the World. Before his promotion in 
the Church, we ſind him much employed in publick affairs in the reign of Henry VII, 

to wack he was ON and . his an in matters of n was ſo — 


wo 


that 
- al 1B s Character kms n cally drawn in a MS Hiſtory of the Der Fa- 
jt” * Bip Sankey of a Gentleman who has contributed Materials to the biographical Par 


of this Hiſtory :) it is in Verſe, and feems to have been written by a Perſon who lived near his time, 
and 0 might remember him : After n of che we 8 Tamer; and his W Chil- 
dren, he thus proceeds; _ 
„ third 3 5 « goodie Man, 2 Prieſte: 
« Yet little Prieſte's mettal was in him, b Chriſte ; 
As manic more, pittie ! Sacred Orders take 
For Promotion, rather then for Chriſte's FR 
* And ofte, moſt long of frendes, the truthe to an: 5 
IIIʒt is greate grace if ſuch a one prove well. 3 
2 Greate abuſe in Prieſthood, and Matrimonie, 
. When fancie of Frendes ſhall chuſe for the nN 
. A goodlic tawell Man, as was in all England, 
Rs And ſped well in matters that he took in hand. 
. King Henerie the VII a Prince noble and fage, - 
Made him Biſhoppe for his Wiſdome and Parentage. - 


5 be ; 3 5 Of Elie many a day was be Bysſhoppe there,; 
{45 „b Builded Sommerſame, the Byshopp's cheife Mannere. 


An great Viander, as anie in his dayes: 
Cʒß5ß ß TAY. Bysſhoppes that chen was, this is no diſprai 
©. Becauſe he was a Prieſt I dare doe noe leſs 


FFP leeve, as I know not of his hardineſſe. 


S hy What Prieſte hath a 8 the one _ dss 
F | Hee woulde —— foe, by the Croſſe in m purſes, 5 | 
* > © Yet 1 truſte his Soule fareth never the wu 1 
F For hee did Actes bouldlie divers in his daies, FEET 
elf hee had beene nde Prieſte, had becne e wotie rae 
„ „Her did ende his life at merrie e Mancheſt er, 5 

„„ And right honourablie lyes buried . „„ 
jj eee; OG which he began of D noe ate ii 

ir John Standeley made it out, when he was gone. 

© God ſend his Soule to the heavenlic companie ! | 
Farewell, godlie James, Bysſhoppe of Elie!“ 

Steward ſeems to have hit off his Character in theſe few wo rds,(Angl. Sa I v che) 7 
'Libtis peritior /— which-notably ſuit, with ſome lines in this 


8 5 - as Hiſt o of the Provoſts and Fellows of King's College,---Godwin de dre. Ang). N . 
55 "08 ST: 


5 France, Spain, and Scotland for above twenty · ſye years, 
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that he was em ployed i in numberleſs Embaſſies and N egotiations' abroad, 1 d 


Hs received the firſt part of his education at Eton, and — I into King's 3 
College | in a 148 3» and being Fellow of that College proceeded to. his De- 
grees in Arts, and afterwards became LL. P. before 1501. He quitted the College 
about 1499: was Rector of Egglęſcliſfe in the Biſhoprick of Durbam: Archdeacon of 
Derby in 1501: and becam Rector of Witney i in Oxfordſhire in 1 502; which Bene- 
fice he retained till he was made a Biſhop. In 1510, he was inſtalled Dean. of Wind: 


: PX 


fer, and was Regiſter of the moſt noble Order of the Garter. 


O Sept. +23, 1514, be was with other Ambaſſadors, e to Me the 
Lady Mary, the King's Siſter, into France, *: where ſhe was married at Abbeville 
Oct. gen or x6" to Leto X11, and Crowned Queen Nov. 6. But Lewis dying Jan. 1 
following, ho. King ſent over Charles Brandon Duke of Suffolk, with Sir Richard 

Wingfield and our Dr. Met with Letters of Condoleance to his Siſter the Queen of 
France; who there privately married the D. of Suffolk. The two former returnin g 
into England, Dr. Veſt remained at Paris Apr. 16, 151 I, being commiſſioned by the 
King to ratify the Peace lately concluded between the two Crowns, . and to. receive 
the Oath of Francis I, for the due obſervation of the Articles; which ceremony. was 
performed May 8 in the Caſtle of Montargis. Before this time, Apr. 18, 1515, we find 
him ſtyled Biſhop Ele& of Ey ;* fo that he was very ſoon. after the death of Bp. 
, Stanley nominated to that See. On May 18 the King granted him the profits of it + 
for his own uſe, from the death of his Predeceſſor: and Pope Leo X alſo. by his Bull 
dated at Rome Aug. 6, conferred the ſaid Biſhoprick « on him by way of Proviſion 23 
the King put him into poſſeſſion of the Temporalties Sept. 6; On Oct. 7, he was 
| Conſecrated at Lambeth by ABp. Warham; and inthroned by Proxy Feb. 21 following. 


On May 30, 1515, he was, together with Thomas Lord- Dacre and d Greyſtock, and 
2 Magnus Archdeacon of the Eaft-riding i in Turtbſti e, appointed | Commiſhry 
to treat with the King of Scotland: On Oct. 88 518, he yas btoployed 2s Amb X 


dor in a Treaty of Peace between Pope Les X, Francis I, and other Powers; _ 
alſo in a Treaty of Marriage between the Princeſs Mary Daughter of K. Henry VIII, 

and the young Dauphin Francis; at which time an Interview between the two Kings, 
Henry VIII and Francis I, was concerted; and our Biſhop was appointed to attend 
at that Ceremony; which took place at Ardres near Calais, the celebrated Camp Drap 
ZOr.7 On Feb. 10, 1519, he was appointed to ſurrender the City of Tournay to the 
French King. May 27, 1520, he attended the King at Canterbury at the reception of 
the Emperor Charles V ;* and on Aug 28, 1525, we find him named with other Com- 


miſſioners in a Treaty of Peace and Friendſhip, with the Ambaſſadors of Francis 1,9 is 


* 


then/a- Priſoner at el and 75 Mother 15 285 Regent of France. N 
| „ 

* Rm Feed. PR xili pag. 25, 1 1. 16. Jy! 209, 332, 5 7 140 Herbert's Life of 

Heor. VIII. p. 22, 27, 30.---Fiddes's Life of Card. 7. ey. P. 67, 76, 96. Rymer's Feed. 
Vol. xiti. p. 347: 3 Ibid. pag. 491, 5or. Ib. p. 510. Ib. p. 515, 516. KRegiſtrum 
Weſt, fo 3. Montfaucon Antiq. de la Monarchie Franc. vol. iv. of rk 102%” my e Ferd. 
N V is. e . N 8 0 25 . nw” 8 TER „ 


3 


4 Was 


— 


„ 


3 


\ caTHEDRAL CHURCH OF EL v. 7 ttb e. * ; 4090 
Hs is generaly acknowledged to have lived in the greateſt ſplendor of any Pre- 
late of his time, having above an Hundred. Domeſticks, at the wages, ſome of 405, 
others at 4/.—Each being allowed for their Winter and Summer Liveries 7 yards and 
an half of Cloth, and 4 yards for their Winter Cloaks. The Poor relieved daily at 
his Gate with Meat and Drink were 200; beſides. many occaſional largeſſes. ' * 
Ar Putney in Surrey, where he was born, he built a very elegant Chapel · adjoin- 
ing to the Church: and was a | conſiderable Benefactor to N $ Fee in Plate 
and other reſpects. | ry " 
PERHAPS the Reader-would n not Wy any {ane reſs upon " many encomiums' 
on the Learning, and other great accompliſhments of our Biſhop, which are to be 
found in the Dedications of ſeveral Books of Literature and Piety to him though 
thoſe of Biſhop Fiſber + muſt be allowed to carry conſiderable weight with them. 
IN the affair of the Divorce, he was a zealous Advocate for his Miſtreſs Queen 


1 Catharine, to whom he had long been Chaplain ; and wrote a Book, De non d Heluen- 


RI own miſb n 


do Henrici Regis primo Matrimonio cum Catharina: whilſt King Henry VIII was, at the 
ſame time, in eager purſuit of a Divorce. Theſe circumſtances conſidered; no won - 
der if our Biſhop was made ſenſible, that however great a favourite he might here- 
tofore have been; yet that now the caſe was quite altered; and he found his inter- 
eſt with the King daily decline. The Gout and other bodily infirmities, brought 
upon him, or at leaſt aggravated by the trouble and uneaſineſſes he met with in the 
abovementioned affair, it is generally thought, put a period to his Life on April 6. 
as Bp. Godin ſays, or by other accounts o on the 284 of that Month 1533. 
Accoxpixd to his appointment, he was buried in the Chapel which he had 
1 built for that purpoſe, at the Eaſt end of the South-Ifle of the Preſbytery of his Ca- 
 thedral ; — a work whoſe ſingular elegance and exquiſite workmanſhip ſtill appears, 
notwithſtanding the outrageous violences which it has ſuffered from the fanaticiſm 
of Enthuſiaſtick Reformers. His Arms are engraved and painted in. various parts of 
the Chapel; and his Motto carved on the Stone - work, is often repeated on a Mould- 


| ing running round the whole, Grotia Dei ſum quod ſum :—alluding, perhaps to bis 
| haviour, in his firſt ſetting out as a Scholar at the Univerſity, and his EX. 


emplary conduct afterwards; and which probably he made uſe. of, nat ſo. much as a 
M.aotto, as Memento on that occaſion. On a braſs plate was formerly this Inſcrip- 
tion: Of your Charitie pray for the Soule of Nicholas Weſt ſometyme Biſhop. os, 
3 this See, and for all Chriſten Soules: in the whych Prayer he hath HO. to 
« 7 en ſo doing, 40 days of ; Pardon, + for every time. hey Hall ſo 19 ] 


XXII. THOMAS GOODRIGH. D. Waise 


A he ond. of Biſhop We 05 his Nepheve and Godſon Dr. Nicholas Hewkins : 
Q Archdeacon of Eh, at that time the King's Ambaſſador in foreign parts, was 
2 ene to ſucceed him: 7 ber he dying before his ee ou 191 cleft * 
* MS Hiſt. of King's College. — Godein 4s Prieſt Ang. gu 71. * „did. 3 1 88 4 Vid. 


. 4 Cardinalis Fiſheri. p. 103. Wircehurgi 1397. Fol. Brifal. Angl. p. 272. +6 An 
2 vol. i. p. 676, 7 Gadvin de Præſul. * p. 272. res Sacr. vol. I. p. 676. 8 
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the King Nang his Licence to the Prior and Convent, dated March 6; 1 334. to 
chooſe themſelves a Biſhop ;* who thereupon elected in their Chapter-houſe the 151 


of the fame Month, THOMAS GOODRICH, $.T.P.; which Election was con- 


firmed by the Archbiſhop April 13 following, in the Pariſh · Church of Creydm; Who 

alſo conſecrated him in his own Chapel in that Town, on the * of that Month. 
He was inſtalled by his Proxy William Meje LL. D. 2 May: | 

'THrs Biſhop was the Second Son of Edward Goodrich of Baſt Kirly in "VER 
ire; was admitted Penſioner of Benet College in Cambridge * ſoon after the year 1 500. 
He became Fellow of Feſus College in 1510, commenced M. A. in 1514, and the 
following year was Proctor of the Univerſity. Being of a ſtudious turn, he made 
great proficiency in ſeveral branches of Learning, particularly in the Civil and Ca- 
non Laws. In 1529, he was appointed one of the Syndics to return an Anſwer 
from the Univerſity of Cambridge, concerning the Lawfulneſs of King Henry VIII's 
Marriage with Queen Catharine ; and from his readineſs to oblige the King in that 
| buſineſs, was recommended to his royal favour He was preſented to the Rectory 
of St. Peter's Cheap i in London, by Cardinal Wo Ifey at that time Commendatory of the 


; Mon: aftery of St. Man; and ſoon after made Canon of St. Stephens gamer, and 


e to the King; by whoſe favour he was advanced to this See of Ex. 
Bx Tx a zealous forwarder of the Reformation, on the 10 of Sept. after bis 
coming hither, he Viſited the Prior and Convent of Ely :3 and the next year ſent a 
Mandate to all the Clergy of his Dioceſe, dated at Semerſham June 27, 153 $5 with 
orders to eraſe the Name of the Pope out of all their Books, and to publiſh j in their 
Churches, that the Pope had no further authority i in this Kingdom : : this Mandate 
may be ſeen in the Appendix ; 34 together with his Inj mctions, dated from E 21 
Oct. 1 541, to the Clergy ; ; to ſee that all Images, Relicks, Table-Monuments of 
Miracles, Shrines, &c. be ſo totally demoliſhed and obliterated, with all ſpeed and 
diligence, that no remains or memory might be foun 


nt "of them for the future. 
Which Infunctions were executed with ſuch ſpeed, ſecrecy, and punctuality i in his 
Cathedral, and other Churches in the Dioceſe of Ely ; that no traces remain of ma- 
ny famous Shrines and Altars, which formerly were the rat of Frequent 1 ; 
nor any figns at al, that they had ever exiſted.s/ | EE Ou. 

In 1540 he was appointed by the Convocation to be one of the N of the 
Tranſlation of the New Teſtament; and st. Jan's Goſpel was allotted to his ſhare : 
He was named one of the Commiſſi joners for reforming the Ecclefiaſtical Laws, both 
by Henry VHI and Edward VI, as well as by the Univerſity of Cambridge; and had 
a hand in compiling the Common Prayer Book of the Church of England 1548; and 
alſo the Infitution of a Chriftian Man. Befides this, he was of the Privy Council to 
"__— TL ax | 1 r va ge: Im; fererat ien, and 


F e bother 
> Pe Files bathe, dts. 4th 487, ae 2 l Hig, Acc c. pag. 193. 
5 Regiſtrum Goodrich. fo. 3, 25. N 


The ſame Policy made the Purchaſers of 
Religious Houſes, eee donn the Edifices, . particularly: the Churches and 
1 ls belonging to em; #24 be * | 
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other buſineſs of the State. In 1551, he was made Lord Chancellor of England, in 
the room of Lord Rich, which high Office he diſcharged with ſingular reputation of 
integrity : though i in matters of Religion he was ſuſpected by ſome, of too much diſ- 
poſition to temporize in favour of Popery, upon the acceſſion of Queen Mary : but 
for what reaſon, I know not ; unleſs ! it was, becauſe he was ſuffered to keep his Bi- 
ſhoprick to his death; though 1 the Seals were then taken from him. He was eſteem- 
ed a Patron of Learned Men; and expended large ſums i in building and embelliſn- 
ing his Palaces, particularly at Eh, where the long Gallery carries tokens of his mu- 
nificence, his Arms ſtill remaining on the ſtone- work of the Bow- window towards 
the Green. He died at Somer/ham May 10, 15543 and was buried in the middle of 
the Preſb ytery of his Cathedral Church, under a Marble with his Effigies i in Braſs, 
mitred, in his Pontifical Habit, and the Great Seal as Lord Chancellor | in one of his- 
5 Hands, and an Inſcription round it, which may be ſeen below. 


XXII. THOMAS THIR LBV, LL. b. 1554. 


As born at Cambridge, and educated in Tr: rinity Hall in that Univerſity, of 
which Society he became Fellow, and was very eminent in the profeſſion of 
Civil Law. In 1534 King Henry VIII preferred him to the Archdeaconry of Ely 3. 
and not long after made him Dean of the Chapel Royal. On the Diſſolution of 
Weſtminſter Abby, the King having, by his Letters Patent dated Dec. 1 7, 1 5405 
erected it into an Epiſcopal See, appointed him Biſhop thereof, to which he was 
Conſecrated on the 190 of the ſame Month. This new Biſhoprick, however, did 
not continue many years 3 for in the reign of Edward VI, Buhop Thirlby; was pre- 
vailed on to ſurrender it into the King s hands, March 29, 15 50; who thereupon 
diffolved it ; at which time Middleſex, which had been aſſigned for it's Dioceſe, was- 
reunited to the See of London, and the Biſhop tranſlated to Norwich. As he had 
been a Privy Councellor to K. Henry VIII, and Edward VI; fo on the acceſſion of 
N Queen Mary, he continued in the ſame ſtation; and being in high favour at Court, 
was tranſlated to Ely, the Temporalties of which he received Sept. 1 5, 1554; and 
vas ſoon after ſent Ambaſſador to Rome, to repreſent to the Pope the ſtate of the 
igen, and promiſe in the Name of King Philip and Queen Mary obedience. to 
the Apoſtolick See. He is faid to have been a diſcreet moderate Man, in reſpect to 
his religious tenets ; and when he had the invidious taſk impoſed on him of Degrad- 
ing Archbiſhop Cranmer, before he was burnt as an Heretick, he was obſerved to ſhed: 
: abundance of 1 5 whilſt | he was e, that Otfice, However, there was one 


| Cler-- 

CF Plate XXV. 4 «Thomas 'Goodricus annos plus g minus 5 vigint Ecclefie hujus Epiſcopus hoc 
loco ſepultus eſt. Duobus Anglie illuſtriſſimis Regibus, variis et Religionis et Reipublice-mune- 

tibus pergratus fair 3 foris enim apud exteros Principes ſepe Legatus; domi quidem cum Regi 
Edwardo ejus Nominis Sexto aliquamdiu Conſiliarzus extitiſſet, Magnus tandem Anglie factus 
* Cancellarius, Chariorne Principi propter ſingularem prudentiam, an amabilior populo propter 
« integritatem et abſtinentiam fuerit, adjudicandum eft perquam difficile. Obiit 10 die Maii Anno 


a Chriſto nato Milleſimo lguingenti imo E. 2s — 1 8 Deus . f con- 
85 OE" le poor * 11 ce io 


1 


Fa 


- 4% 


* 
has” 


l 
A - n 
. — = 


—= 
— 


_ 
— — 


„ 
. 
. 

— — CD — 


* 
— 


— — ere nm — 
— — 


ITS — — 2 
22 — DAE eo or IS een om 2 
— . ̃ A Tn TR EIS 
3 >, WWW * * 
ry 1 1 i 2 
; 


4 * 
—— — 


S Ih 
_ 
le 


EP IL 


2 
2 
. 
—— 
— 


— 


IST —— 
— — — 
1 ns 


=> 
ES 


= 
an - 2 — I IEC - - 
- oy — — — =_ 77 2 * 
— = — — = — — — — — — — = — I — — — 22 — — ES. _ 5 ——_— 33 — — —_ 
I ab <2 7 - — — —— — — ————— = r ——— — — te om — — — —— TS, = 
2 — — ä x —— - I 2 — * ns — > — — = = — — — —— _ = o — 3 — == a 
—— — . — — — — — _ — = — ge a = — - * PET ma — 2 — 2 * 1 * 
” - 2 — , — = — — —— — . — — — , — — — — — — — — — — — — ——_— Og — — — - — = & 
— - — ny — — - —; ) <e—— — — _ " x - = — — » * — _ n a % = 
= — 2 — — —.——. — — — _———_—__ — * = C — — - — — 
y 2 * 2 = I — — _ io 
PEER * - * — — — — — un 
— 


— —— ISL 


— 
— = — 22 
* 


— ng 2 as 
— — £m 


ans . 
1 = —_— . 


99  /-+1818TORY: AND: aur. U 1918s. or TAE ö 
Clergyman- | - Hullier Vicar of Baburbam, burnt at Cambridge for Herefy in his 
time; 15 two others William Wolfey, and Robert Pygot condemned to ow Jes, by 
Dr. Fuller his Chancellor, and burnt at Wifeech on the like account. | 
BisHor Thirlby muſt be reckoned one of the moſt conſiderable Benefators to his 
| Fe 6 Bly; for having by his intereſt procured from the Crown the beſt and moſt. 
valuable part of the Patronage it at preſent enjoys; a Grant of the Nomination and 


 Advowfor of the Eight Prebends in his Cathedral Church to himſelf and Succeſſors 


for ever. His benefaction alſo to Je efus College in Cambridge, will be remembered with 
gratitude by that Society, to whom he obtained a Grant of the Advowſons of the 
n of Fordham, Gilden- Morden, Whitthford, Gomberton, 'Hinxton, and Swave 0. 

In the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign, he continued ſome little time in fa- | 
your; and was employed in publick affairs, bein g nominated one of the ' Queen” 8 


Commiſſioners in a Treaty with the Ambaſſadors of France,3 and alſo in another 


Treaty with the Ambaſſadors from Scotland: but ſoon after the Queen s firſt Parlia- 
ment broke up; on his refuſing the Oath of Supremacy, and oppoſing the Reforma- 


tion of Religion, that had been reſolved on; he was deprived of his Bſhoprick, and 


committed to the Tower. He was reckoned a Learned and Good-natured Man, and 
of an even and pleaſant temper : one inſtance I find recorded of him is, that — 
his commitment, being ſearched by the Lieutenant of the Tower, and aſked why he 


carried ſo much Gold about him, (having, it is ſaid, in his purſes and doublet to 


the value of 500 French Crowns,) replyed, © He loved to have his friends about him, 


as not knowing his fare without them.“ “ He did not long continue in his con- 


finement in the Tower; for his friends ſoon after obtained leave for him, and 
Dr: Boxall his Archdeacon, and Tuſta! late Bp. of Durham, to live together with 
ABp. Parker at Lambeth;- where they were all very kindly treated. Here our Biſhop | 
lived for about 10 years; and dying in the Palace at Lambeth, Aug. 26, 1 570,. the 
the ABp. took care to have him decetitly interred in the Chancel of the Pariſh Church 
there; and placed over him a large plain Stone, with this ſhort Inſcription, * ; Hic j "mp 
oh _ ee 7 Cane olim 8 e Lt obũt 26 Sia A. A I 70. | 


By 


_ XXXIV. RICHARD cox, D.D.. 7559. 


ORN at Whadaan in Bucks, was educated i in Eton School, {Or thence clecied to 
King's College m Cambridge, of which he was admitted Fellow 1519 but he 


| removed thence in 1525, with ſeveral other perſons of that Univerſity, at the in- 
ſtance of Cardinal Muſſey, to his new-founded College in Oxford ; of which he was 


made a Jer F . and Lee to the Degree of M.A. the following N. | 


into 1 5 tronhls on i that account ; which Peobebif occaſioned hs leaving the Yai 


85 eng Some u time e after, he was made Maſter of Fam e e to the King, 5 


95 « This Gran may be 65 in «Rome's Feed, pe xv. pag 227 2 Park ker's 28885 Sand. 
pot. Lk * « of Ei. TT . F 


CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ELY. r) 199 


and Tutor to the Prince of W2les, afterwards K. Edward VI. In the year 1541 the 
King preſented him to the Archdeaconry of Ely, (vacant by the promotion of Dr, 
Thirty to the new-erected See of Weſiminſter,) to which he was admitted on Mar. 2 5; 
and the ſame year he was nominated the firſt Prebendary of the ſame, by the King' 3” 
Charter of Erection, dated Sept. 10; — he was alſo inſtalled Prebendary of Sutton in 
the Church of Lincoln June 11, 1542. — About this time he was likewiſe nominated 
to the Biſhoprick of Sourhwell in Nottinghamſhire, one of the new Sees which King 
Henry VIII intended to have erected, and to have endowed out of the revenues of 
the late diſſolved Monaſteries; but that deſign being laid aſide, the King appointed 
him Dean of the Cathedral Church of Ofeney near Oxford, another See of that King's 
foundation; which being transferred in 1546 to Chrift-Church in Oxford, he became 
the firſt Dean there. When King Edward VI came to the Crown, Dr. Cox was made 
his Almoner, and being in much favour at Court, the Univerſity of Oxford elected 
him their Chancellor. All this reign, he was very active in promoting the Reforma- 
tion of Religion that was then carrying on; and was further preferred to a Canon. 
ry of Winder, and to the Deanery of Weſtminſter, into which laſt he was inſtalled 
Oct. 22, 1549, and held it in commendam with that of Chrift-Church, as he did moſt 
of his other preferments as long as King Edward lived. On the death of that Prince, 
and Succeſſion of Queen Mary e was one of the firſt that was committed to priſon, 
having been ſuſpected, it ſeems, of fayouring the Succeſſion of the Lady Jane; how- 
ever, he was ſoon releaſed : when finding the Government-meaſures all tended to 
the overthrow of what had been done towards a Reformation of Religion in K. Ed. 
wards time, and to the reſtoration of Popery ; ke thought it not ſafe ſtaying in Eng- ; 
land, but fled, with many others, to Frankfort. in Germany; where he continued in 
- exile, during that reign of perſecution, a zealous defender, and conſtant in the uſe 
of the Engliſo Liturgy. In the very beginning of Q Elizabeth's reign, and before it was 
publickly known how ſhe ſtood affected to Religion, Dr. Cox returned: to England ; 
and was admitted into the ſecret counſels of her Miniſters, and appointed to confer 
With other learned men well- affected to the Reformation, on the proper means for 
7 reſtoring Religion, , to reviſe the Common Prayer uſed in King Edward's time, and to 
prepare other matters againſt the ſitting of the Parliament ; which meeting on the 
25% of Jan. 15 58-9, he was appointed to Preach before them ; and during their ſeſſion, 
Was, with other learned men of the Proteſtants, engaged to hold a publick diſputa- 
tion with the Popiſh Biſhops, before a great Aſſembly of both Houſes, and the 
Lords of the Queen's Privy Council, N. ot long after, on the deprivation of Bp. 
Thirlby, for refuſing the oath of Supremacy, Dr. Cox was nominated to the See of 
Eq, and was conſecrated * Dec. 21 following, being then Sixty years old. He was ge- 
nerally eſteemed a wiſe and learued Prelate, well acquainted with Church matters, 
and on that account was often conſulted by the Queen and her Miniſtry, and his 
| e much relied on. . has indeed been . eee as one who had more re- 
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card to ſecular concerns, and to his private advantage, than to the true intei eſt of 
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his Church; and that merely on account of thoſe Eftates that were alienated from 
his See, on his firſt coming to it. But if that matter be ſet in a fair light, it muſt 
appear that he was in no wiſe blameable for it. In the firſt Parliament of Queen Eli- 
zabeth there was an Act paſſed, That the Queen might, on the vacancy of any Arch- 
biſhoprick or Bifhopnick, reſerve to herſelf any Lands belonging to them, giving the 
value in Tenths and 1mpropriate Rectories in lieu of them. The ill uſe that might 
be made of that power, of taking away the Church-lands, but without enriching 
the Crown, was apprehended at that time. On that occaſion we find Dr. Cox then 
Bp. Elect of Ely joining with Dr. Parker ABp. Elect of Canterbury, Grindal Bp. Ele& 


of London, Barlow'of Chicheſter, and Scory of Hereford, in an humble Addreſs * to the 


Queen that ſhe would be pleaſed to forbear fuch exchanges ; and that they might 
not be thought unmindful of her great and neceſſary charges, (which was made one 
of the pretences for this Act,) they made her an offer, in the name of .the Province 
of Canterbury, of 1000 Marks to be paid her yearly, in conſideration of her forbear- 
ance thereof, 'The Queen, however, was perſuaded to proceed roundly in this buſi- 
neſs; Commiſſioners were appointed to ſurvey the ſeveral vacant Sees; and her Cour- 
tiers did not fail to make uſe of the opportunity of picking and chooſing for them- 
IND RED the cenſure that has too frequently paſſed on many of the Biſhops in that 
reign, for giving up the ancient poſſeſſions of their Churches, to the detriment of 
their Sueceſſors, ſeems in general to be without good foundation; for certainly it 
was not in their power to prevent it. : non tt 
WIT reſpect to Biſhop Cox's Alienations, as they are called4, though he certain- 
ly parted with divers ef the beſt Eſtates belonging to his Church, ſpecified in the 


ſelves ſome of the beſt Eſtates belonging to them.. 


Patent of 4 Eliz.5 yet ſurely. it cannot with juſtice be ſaid, that he was eaſily wrought 
upon to do it. The truth is, theſe Manors were not voluntarily given up, but were 


. | OO Ls ro Tr TI INE OT 1 kept 
1 There is a Copy of this Act, in the 7. of Ely's Regiſter K. — It was never printed in any 
Edition of the Statutes at large: but Bp. Gibſon firſt inſerted it in N e &c. out of the Re- 
cords of Parliament. pag. 676. 2 The original, ſigned by the A. p. and ps. Elect, is ſtill in 
the Library of Bene't Coll. Camb. Miſcellanea iii. pag. 38 1. from hence I tranſcribed it, and ſhall 
ive it a place in the Appendix. Ne. xxxii. 3 The Sees of Canterbury, London, Hereford, Ely, 


Chicheſter, Saliſbury, Lichfield and Coventry, Bath and Wells, Exeter and Norwich, were doubt- 


leſs ſtripped of ſome of their Manors and Lands in the year 1560 ; as appears from the Reſtitutions 


of the Temporalties of that year; (which may be ſeen in Rymer's Feedera. vol. xv. 8 5745 575» 


&e.) for there is the following clauſe of Exception inſerted in each of them, viz. * eptis omni- 


bus Maneriis, terris, &c. prædicto Epiſcopatui dudum ſpectantibus & pertinentibus, modd in 
manus noſtras, vigore cujuſdam Actus Anno Regni noſti primo inde nuper editi & proviſi, 


.* electis et captis, ac in Scaccario noſtro de recordo reſidentibus. — And that moſt of the 
other Sees underwent the like ſcrutiny, when they happened to become vacant, appears like- 
wiſe from the other Reſtitutions in that reign, 4 Willis s Cathedr. Ely, pag. 338, 360. 5 Ibid. 
pag. 338. — The Manors taken away from the Church of Ely at chis time, were Eaſt Dereham, Pul- 
| +4 Bridgham, the Hundred and Manor of Mitford, the Manors of Terrington, Walpole, and 
Weſt-Walton in Norfolk; Brandon, Wetheringſet, Ratleſden, Hecham, Herteſt, and Berking, in 


_ "Suffolk and Totteridge in the County of Hertford, valued together at 6957. 115, 44, —— In ex- 


change for which, the Queen granted the Tenthis of the Dioceſe amounting to 3841, 14 5. 94. and 
the Impropriations of Gilden Morden, Swafham Prior, Swaf ham Bulbeck, Stow cum Qui, Water- 


beach, St. Giles's Cambridge, Comberton, Hinxton, Harleſton, and Swaveſey, valued at 207/, 10s, 


: CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ELV. (BisHors.) I95 
kept in the Queen's hands, by virtue of the abovementioned Act; and the Biſhop 
was obliged to receive whatever the Queen's Commiſſioners thought fit to give in ex- 
change, out of the Tenths of the Clergy, a and 5 then in poſſeſſion of the 
Anne 

WHAT 8 this worthy Biſhop met with, in the latter part of his life, for 
endeavouring to preſerve the other poſſeſſions of his Church entire to his Succeſſors; 
by withſtanding the unreaſonable ſolicitations of ſome great perſons at Court, who 
had got the Queen herſelf to interpoſe her Letters in their behalf, for him to give up 
Eh- Houſe in Holbourn, and Somerſham Manor and Lands, one of the beſt Manors of 
his See; — may be ſeen in Strypes Annals of the Reformation". — The cruel 
uſage he underwent, and all for the preſerving the revenues of his Biſhoprick, made 
him. very deſirous of reſigning his See, and retiring from the world: and he often- 
times ſolicited the Queen's leave fo. to do; and in the month of February 1580, he 


, ſeems to have obtained her conſent to refign : but whatever was the impediment, he 


did not live to ſee that buſineſs fully compleated; ſo that he died Biſhop, of Ely Ju- 
ly 22, 1581. He was buried in the Preſbytery of his Cathedral Church, on the South 
ſide of Biſhop Goodrich, under a Marble, having his Effigies thereon in braſs, but it 
has long ſince been taken away ; and Biſhop Goodwin® informs us, there was coly n 
part of the e PPE) on It in gs . 2 was this; 4 


XXXV. MARTIN HETON, D. D. 1600, 


1 E See of Ely continued vacant, from the death of Biſhop Cox, above ei ght- 
teen years; during which time Queen Elizabeth received the whole 4 3 
= the adminiſtration thereof in ſpiritual matters, was ſupplied by Commiſſioners 
| appointed. by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury; the Dean of Ely being generally one no- 
minated in the Commiſſion, What was the Queen' s inducement at laſt, to ſuffer = 
to go out of her hands, does not fully appear: however, about the end of the year 
1599, ſhe ſent down her Conge d Elire to the Dean and Chapter of Ely, to proceed 
to an election of a new Biſhop, 'nominating MARTIN HETON D.D. Dean of 
Wincheſter, to be by them elected Biſhop: who was accordingly elected Dec. 28, 1 599, 
Confirmed by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury Feb. 1, and Conkecrated on "Sunday Fed. 3. 
following. | 
Tuts Prelate was the Son of George Heton, Eſq ; of Heton-Hall ! in- the Pariſh of 
To in e the eien Seat 15 hs F amily, and his Mother was, Johanna 
Daughter 


A* vol. u. pag. 3375 RP 368, 488, 528, 95 648. 5 Ibid. pag 488, 528, 5505 581, 582, 58 3. 
3 De Præſul. Angi. pag. 274. | 


1 © Vita caduca vale, falveto vita perennis; 


Corpus terra tegit, Spiritus alta 1 
In terra Chriſti Gallus Chriſtum — 


* Da, Chriſte, in cclis te fine fine ſonem.“ | 7 „ 
s The true reaſons for keeping the See of Ely fo. long vacant, will appear TE ſome curious 1 
2 found . ** * MIS. N* 6850. — which the reader * ſee in the * 
* XXxlil, - ' 
5 b „ | 


KI 
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© changes to be made, when it was out of their power to [prevent it. 
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Daughter of Sir Martin Bowes Lord Mayor of London, in 1545. The firſt part of his 


education was at Meſiminſter School; whence he was ſent to Oxford in 157 1, and be- 
came Student, and afterwards in 1582, Canon of Chriſt Church; he ſerved the office 
of Vicechancellor of that Univerſity in 1588; the next year was preferred: to the 
Deanery of Winchefter ; and from that Dignity was kenne promoted, as before ob- 


ſerved, to the See of Ely. 
IT appears by a Deed indented, Dated June Io, 42 Ele. [A.D. 1681 BY) "SY 


led in Chancery, that divers antient Manors and Eſtates * of the clear yearly value 


of 113217. 358. 9d. 4 and half farthing, were then alienated from the See of Eh; and 
by this Biſhop, with the conſent of the Dean and Chapter, conveyed to the Queen, 
her Heirs and Succeſſors for ever: And in recompenſe and ſatisfaction for the fame, 
the Queen granted and conveyed to the Biſhop, and his Succeſſors certain other 
eſtates, conſiſting chiefly of Dunes impropriate, and other Hereditaments to the 


amount of 11447. 195. 7d. + yearly value. The Character of this Biſhop has been 


3mpeached, and his Memory ſeverely treated, on account of theſe alienations, Mr. 
Willis terms them ſacrilegious alienations?, and adds that Bp. Heton was a greater 
Alienator than his predeceſſor Bp. Cox3. Had theſe alienations been the voluntary 


acts of thoſe Biſhops, the cenſure, it muſt be owned, had been juſtly laid. But, as 


the Law then ſtood, the Queen had it wholly in her power to make thoſe exchanges; 
and might, I conceive, have taken to herſelf, had ſhe ſo pleaſed, all the Eſtates of 


all the Biſhopricks in England, by way of exchanpe, without aſkihg the conſent of 
the Biſhops. Theſe exchanges, it is confeſſed, were generally made to the diſadvan- 


tage of the Biſhopricks ; but the Parliament 4 had given the Queen, in the firſt year 


of her reign, an unprecedented and enormous power over them; and in the exerciſe 


of that power, ſhe acted throughout her long reign, with the utmoſt impartiality ; 


for there was not a Biſhoprick in the Kingdom, (except perhaps Briſtol, Glocefter, Ox- 
: ford, and Peterborough, which had nothing to ſpare;) from which the Queen did not, 
at one time or other, when they happened to be vacant, take to herſelf a conſiderable 
part, and generally ſpeaking, the beſt and moſt nch 
giving them in exchange, as ſhe might legally do, either the tune of the Clergy, 


of their poſſeſſions ; 


or Rectories im propriate. — Well was it for the ſucceeding Biſhops, that this extra- 


ordinary power in the Crown was reſtrained by an Act; paſſed ſoon after | But it is 


hard that all the Biſhops of that reign ſhould be blamed, for tuflering thoſe ex- 
| In 
* The Manor ws Soke of Sai with the Demeibe ta the Park, . Paſtures, | 
and Free-Chaſes thereto belonging, the Manors of Fenton, Bluntiſham, Colne, Erith and Pidley in 


the County of Huntingdon : The Manor of Fen-Ditton, the Mill at Sturbridge, the Water-Mills 


in the Town of Cambridge, Houell's Grange, Caldrey's Grange, Dereham Grange, the Site of the 
late Priory of Swafham with all the Lands and Paſtures thereto belonging, a Tenement with all the 


Lands, Meadows, &c. in Ditton Valence alias Wood-Ditton, the Manors: of Balſham, T riplow, 


Granſden, Hardwicke, Shelford, in the County of Cambridge: The Manors of Stretham, Wilber- 
ton, Haddenham, Littleport, Doddington with Benwick — March, in the Iſle of Ely: The Ma- 


vors of Feltwell and Norwold in Norfolk; of Glemsford and Bramford, and a Meſſuage in Milden- 


hall called Lambholme, in Suffolk: The Manors of Im phy Hall, Ratingdon, Hadſtock, and 
Littlebury in Eſſex; and of Little Hadham and Kelſhul in Herefordlhire. - Survey of Ely Cath, 
p· 361. . 3 Ibid. p. 340. 4 Gibſon's CO PPS. - 31 * cap. 3 


# 


7 


I regard to Biſhop Heton, I do not find that he was in any. wiſe blameable on 
that account ; but was, as far as I am able to diſcover, in all reſpects a very worthy 
and deſerving man. The general character which he maintained, during the nine 
years and fix months he ſat Biſhop of Ely, was that of a pious, hoſpitable Biſhop, 
and famous for his good Preaching. | 


Hx died at Mildenball in Suffolk July 14, 1609, and was buried in the South Iſle of 
the Preſbytery of his Cathedral Church ; where his two Daughters, one of them 
married to Sir Robert Filmer of Sutton in Kent, Bart. the other to Sir Edward Fiſh of 
Bedfordſhire, Bart. erected a very elegant Monument to his memory, with his Effi- 
gies thereon in Alabaſter, which ſuffered, it is ſaid, in the time of the great Rebel- 
lion, the Hands and Noſe being broken, but the reſt of it remains entire with the 
underwritten Inſcription '. . e ee 

. „ 1 * M. S. ; | | h | 
_ Martinus Heton, ex antiqua Hetonorum Familia in Agro Lancaſtrenſi oriundus, Filius Geor- 
gi Heton Armigeri et Johannæ ejus Uxoris, Filiæ Martini Bowes Equitis Aurati; a qua partu- 
' riente et expirante Deo et Eccleſiæ Reformatæ dicatus eſt. Ab Academia Oxonienſi ad omnes 
- Scholaſticos Gradus et Honores evectus; ibique in Æde Chriſti unus octo Canonicorum conſtitutus, 
a Sereniſſima Regina Elizabetha ad Decanatum Wintoniæ, annum jam agens trigeſimum ſextum, 
promotus; Hujus Epiſcopatus ultimo locum ac ſedem obtinuit. Conſecratus Feb. 3. A. D. 1599, 
per decem annos plus minus, tum pie, tum publice, tum munifice, hic ſe geſſit in Cathedra, ut 
qui communi voluntatum conſenſu et Amores et Officia erga ſe excitaſſet, non ſine dolore, non fine. 
duplici damno abreptus eſſe videatur. Obiit Julii 14, A. D. 1609, Etatis ſuæ 57. 
REO, Martinus Tumulo hoc Elienſis Præſul Hetonus, | 
Parte ſui ſola deteriore jacet, . 
Parte ſui meliore procul tellure receſſit; 
Clauditur hæc Colo, conditur illa Solo. 
Quo nec Vir melior, nec amantior alter Honeſti, 
Sianctior, integrior, candidiorve fuit. 
Quæ morum dulcedo inerat | quam nobile pectus 
Que probitas ori] quæ pietas animo!  _ | 
Quantum quantyla terra tegit, quam dotibus amplum, 
Doctrina, ingenio, relligione Viru mini 
Qua terris ergo ſupereſt, bonus et Pater et Vir 
Audit: fama viri poſthuma veridica eſt. . 
Scripſit Gulielmus Gager LL. D. Cancellarius hujus Diceceſeos, 
Hoc etiam incidam ſupremo in marmore Carmen, . ; 
Et repetat verum polthumd farms decus. s. FONG 
Ah! qui te celebrat non eſt, O Hetone, Poet whe ad, Eve phe 
Qui canit has laudes, omnia vera canit. 0s „ 


= 
wes 


Mens bona, fama, fides, et ſancti candor honeſti, 
Relligio, pietas priſca, ſerenus honor, 
Magna quidem, vacuis ſed inania nomina ſaxis, 
Digna prope et tumulo mortua verba ſuo: 
Cuncta ſed hac vixere anima. tunc luce paluſtri 
Nec frigens Elis, nec lare mceſta ſedens, 
Dum Paſtor gregibus panem diviſit utrumque, 
In prædam ceſſit temporis ipſe cibus. 155 I 
_ Celſ® at mentis honos anguſto carcere claudi f e 
Non tulit Urbs, animi ſtant —!. ⁵fßßßß]ß5..(...9 
Deflevit Georgius Heton, Cantab, Theolog. Bacalaur, Nepos Meſtiſſimus. 


* 


: * p 1 N - J - < . * 
wt g F \ : 8 £ 
48” , 7 4 3 A 
# 1 . * , x ? 6 — "Sy - 2M 
a n 1 — 2 =. 
3 5 7 4 2 $ 
o 1 * 4 D 
- +. iVY 1 
: . 4 
# : "» 
te: 1 75 i ; r 1 * 
f ; ; 3 { -- 
* by : 7 2 Fo 
- 4 * * * * 7 * Eo 
* Y * 0 — x i x 4 
- & 5 : 8 A 
8 \ 7 Ad " 
0 FW ; d dE q p +. 
9 4 - 


» 


x98 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES or THB | 


XXXVI. LANCELOT ANDREWS, D. D. 1609. 


ISHOP of Chicbeſter, was elected to this See Sept. 22, 1609. This moſt A 
ed and excellent Prelate, was born in the Pariſh of Al-ballows Berking in Lon- 
Aan; he received the firſt part of his education in Merchant-Taylors School; and was 
thence ſent to Pembroke Hall Cambridge, where he was choſen Fellow in 1576. After 
his entering into Holy Orders, he attended Henny Earl of Huntingdon Lord Preſident 
of the Council in the North, and was by him employed chiefly in Preaching, and 
frequent conferences with Recuſants ; meeting with great ſucceſs in converting ſome 
Prieſts and many of the Laiety in thoſe parts; he became Chaplain to Sir Francis 
Walfingham. Secretary to the Queen, and by his means was preferred to a Prebend 
in the Collegiate Church of Southwell, and made Prebendary of St. Pancras and Reſi- 
dentiary of St. Pauts London. He was alſo Vicar of St. Giles's without Cripplegate ;. and 
became Maſter of Pembroke Hall in 1589; and about that time was Chaplain to 
Archbiſhop Mitgift. In the year 1 593 2, the Queen promoted him to a Prebendal 
Stall in St. Peter's We eftminſter ; and in 1601, made him Dean of that Church, In 
1605, he reſigned his Maſterſhip, Deanery, and other Church-preferments, on be- 
ing made Biſhop of Chicheſter, to which he was conſecrated Nov. 3, and the day after 
appointed Lord Almoner3 to King James I: he was tranſlated to Ely in 1609, and 
from thence to Wincheſter in the beginning of the year 1619; and was moreover Pre- 
late of the moſt noble Order of the Garter, Dean of the King's Chapel, and Privy 
Counſellor of England and Scotland. He died at Winchefter-Houſe in Southwark, 
Sept. 21, 1626, in the 71 year of his age, and was there buried in the Pariſh Church | 
of St. Saviour, where a ſtately Monument was erected to his memory with an I nſcrip- 
tion+ thereon, ſetting forth his preferments in the Church and State, with high en- 
comiums on him; and not beyond his real merits ; for he was indeed a perſon of 
extraordinary endowments, very pious and charitable, of a moſt-blameleſs life, an 
eminent Preacher, (96 of his Sermons are ſtill extant,) of univerſal learning, and one 
of. thoſe who were principally concerned in the new Tranſlation of the Bible. Of 
his benefactions and charitable acts, I meet with, among others, the following par- - 
ticularss: He obtained Licence of Mortmain of 80 l. a year for Pembroke- Hall, 
whilſt he was Maſter ; gave 1000 J. for founding two Fellowſhips there ; the Patro- 
nage of Rawreth in Eſſex, (his own patrimony ;) ſome Plate, and 370 Books to the 
Library. When Reſidentiary of St. Pauls, he built the Houſe in Creed-Lane, be- 
longing to his Prebend, having- recovered it to the Church : repaired the Dean's 
Lodgings in Ve efeminſter : the Palace at Chichefter, and the Houſe at oa ap he 
alſo laid out 2000 J. in repairing Ely. Houſe in Holbourn, Eh- Palace, Downham Manor 
and Wiſgeach-Caftle ;—as much at Winchefter, Farnham and Waltham * In a word, it ap- 
pears by his Will, that he had applyed to charitable uſes no leſs than 6326 /; beſides 
his private alms, which within the ſix laſt years of his life only, amounted to 13007. 
5 XXXVII. 


IM Muſa Britan. MS, Harlcian No 6994- Sect. 96. 2 Widmore's Hiſt of Weſtm. Abby. 

P- 144. 3 Rymer's Feed. v. xvi. p. 636, + Which may be ſeen in Dr. Richardſon's Continua- 
tion of Godwin de Præſul. Angl. p.241. 5 Parker's Zxeaeres Cantabr. inter Cuſtodes Aule Pemb. 
* Britan. HarlcianColleQions. MS, N*7033. * ay” viz, Vol. * of Mr. T. Baker 's Collections. 
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XXXVII. NICHOLAS FELTON, D.D. 1515 

FAN the tranſlation of Biſhop Andrews from Ely to Wincheſter, Dr. NICH OLAS 
\ FJ FELTON Biſhop of Briſol was tranſlated to Ely March 11, and inſtalled in 
his Cathedral Church by proxy March 31, 1619.— He was born at Yarmouth in Nor- 
folk, and admitted of Pembroke-Hall-in Cambridge, of which College he was choſen 
Fellow Nov. 27, 1583 *. Archbiſhop Mhitgiſt collated him to the Rectory of St. 

Mary-le-Bow, Jan. 17, 1595-6, being then B. D; and he was ſometime alſo Rector of 
St: Antholin's, London. — He was elected Maſter of Pembroke-Hall June 29, 1616; ad- 


| mitted Rector of Eaſton- Magna in Eſſex, Oct. 23, the ſame year; and collated to a 


Prebend in St. Paul's, (being then D. D.) Mar. 4. following. In the year 1617, he 
was promoted to the See of Brito], to which he was conſecrated Dec. 14: the next 
year he reſigned his Maſterſhip, and was nominated ! to the Biſhoprick of Coventry 


and Lichfield; but was tranſlated to Ely, Mar. 11, 1618-9, as before mentioned. He 
died Oct. 5, 1626, in the 63* year of his Age; and was buried under the Commu- 


nion Table! in St. Antholin's Church London; but without any Memorial or Inſcrip- 
tion. He was a very pious, learned and judicious Man5; and one of thoſe who were 
employed by King James I, in the New Tranſlation of the Bibles, 


XXXVIII. JOHN BUCKER IDGE, D. D. 1628. 
FTE R the See of Ely had continued vacant more than 4 year and a half, 
H JOHN BUCKERIDGE, D. D. Biſhop of Rochefter was elected Biſhop of 
Eh, April 17, 1628. He was Son, of William Buckeridge, by Elizabeth his Wife, 


Daughter of Thomas Kebleubyte of Bafilden i in Berks, Son of John Keblewhyte, Uncle to 
Sir Thomas White Founder of St. Job's College in Oxford 7; educated in Merchant= = 
Taylors School, and thence ſent to St. John's College aforeſaid in 1 578, where he was 


choſen Fellow, and proceeded, through other Degrees, to D. D. in the latter end of 
1596. After leaving the Univerſity, he became Chaplain to Robert Earl of Eſex, 
and was Rector of Nortb. Fambridge in Eſex, and of Nortb-Rilworth in Leiceſterſpire, 


and was afterwards one of Archbiſhop Mbitgifts Chaplains, and made Prebendary of 
Hereford and of Rocheſter. In 1604, he was preferred to the Archdeaconry of North- 


hampton; and the ſame year Nov. 5, was preſented by King James to the Vicarage 
of St. Giless Cripplegate, vacant by the promotion of Dr. Andrews to the See of Chi- 


chbeſter; about which time he was Chaplain to the King; was elected Preſident of St. 


Jobn's College in Oxford 1605; and inſtalled Canon of Windſor Apr. 15, 1606. His 


eminent abilities in the pulpit were greatly eſteemed at Court; inſomuch that he was 


choſen to be one of the Four, (Dr. Andrews Biſhop of Chichefter, Dr. Barlow of Ro- 


| cheſter, and Dr. Jobn King Dean of Chrift-Church, Oxford, being the other three,) who 
were appointed to preach before the King at Hampton- Court in Sept. 1606, in order to 


being the Two Melvins and other Preſpyterians of Scotland, to a right underſtanding 

; of 
pack 8 Britan. MS. Harleian. No 703 3. fo. 296. © FO" > Res p. 136. 3 Ibid. 
4 Parket's Lucero Cantabr. 5 There is an excellent Picture of this Biſhop, given to * late Biſhop | 
Gooch, by the Rev. Mr. Cole of Milton, Cambridgeſhire, late of King's College; to be hung up in 
the Gallery of the Palace atEly, and to belong to it for ever. *Godwin de Preful. Angl.— pag. * 5o 
ec * v. i. P. 357. 
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of the Church of England”. In the year 1611, he was promoted to the See of Ro- 
chefter, to which he was conſecrated on June 9. Afterwards by the intereſt of his 
ſometime Pupil Dr. Laud, then Biſhop of Bath and Wells, he was tranſlated to Ely in 
1628; where having fat a little more than three years, he died on May 23, 1631, and 
on the 3 1b of the ſame Month, was buried in the Pariſh-Church of Bromley | in Kent, 


without any memorial ; leaving behind him the Character of a * pious, learned | 


and Wy Lies He was ſucceeded by 


XXXIX. FRANCIS WHITE, D. D. 1631. 
y ISHOP of Norwich, who was elected to this See of Ely, Nov. 15; ; had the Royal 
Aſſent Nov. 29, 1631; and re eftitution of the Temporalties, Feb. 23, following. 2 


He was born at St. Neots in Huntingdonſbire, and educated in Caius College i in Cam- 


Aſtley in the County of Leicgſter, by Lord Grey of Groby3; he afterwards became 


Rector of St. Peter's Cornhill, London ; and was promoted by the King to the Deanery 


of Carliſſe, being inſtalled there Oct. 1 5, 1622, He was alſo appointed Senior Dean 
of Sion College, London, by the Charter of Foundation, dated Mar. 13, 1 Charles I. 4 
Nov. 3, following, he was conſecrated Biſhop of Carliſie; and was made Lord Almo- 
ner to the King: two years after was tranſlated to Norwich ; and thence in 16 31, to 
Eh ; ; where having been Biſhop Six years and about three months, he died in 
Feb. 1637-8, at his Palace in Holbourn, and was buried with great ſolemnity in St. 
Pauls Cathedral, London; but without any memorial. He was generally accounted 
a Man of great a a good Preacher, and a an excellent e 10 Polemi- 
cal Writer. | BY 


rt ES MATTHEW WREN, D. P. 1638. 


LDEST Son of Francis Wren, Com and Mercer of London, was born in the 


Pariſh of St. Peter- Cheap, London, Dec. 23, 158 5; admitted a Student in Pen- 
Sale Hall, Cambridge, June 23, 1601; and elected Fellow of the ſame in Nov. 1605. 


He became Chaplain to Lancelot Andrews, Biſhop of Ely, (who collated him, i in 1615 


to the Rectory of Teverſham near Cambridge ;) and was afterwards nominated one of 
the Chaplains in ordinary to King James I; and appointed to attend Prince Charles 


in that capacity, in his journey into Spain, on that memorable occaſion of the Spa- 


: niſh Match. Soon after his return with the Prince, who arrived at Portſmouth, Oct. 5. 


4623, he was inſtalled Canon of Vincbeſter; and in May following preſented to the 


Rectory of Bingham in Nottinghamſhire; was made Maſter of Peter- bouſe, Cambride, 
July 26, 1625; Dean of Windſor, and Regiſter of the Garter in 1628; and the ſame 


year elected Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge. He attended King Charles I, on his go- 


in 1 to ' Scotland in. 16 3 3. and Wee after bis return was s made bas: of the Cloſet, His 
2 8 next 
5 Newcour Ibid. k (UTP Fed vol. xix. p. 32 2334.3 MS. Notes of FrheBiſhops of Ely. 1 A. D. 


5 1625 +6. — Par. 1. Car. I Rymer's Fred. v. xvni. p. 320. Sion College was founded dy Thomas 
White, S. T. P. Vicar of St, Dunſtan's in the Weſt,, who by: his Will, bearing Date A. D. „ 
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ge. After leaving the Univerſity, he was preſented to the Rectory of Brougbton- 
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nent advancement was to the See of Hereford, of which he was conſecrated Biſhop, 
Mar. 8, 1635; and in the ſame year on Dec. 5, tranſlated to Norwich; made Dean of 
the King's Chapel Mar. 7, following; and at length tranſlated to Ely, Apr. 24, 1638. 
Hx was a perſon of great abilities and learning, of unſhaken loyalty to his Prince, 
and a zealous advocate for promoting order and diſcipline in the Church; which he 
endeavoured, (in concert with Archbiſhop Laud,) to raiſe to a higher pitch than the 
| licentiouſneſs of the times would permit; and thereby created to himſelf many ene- 
mies. On the breaking out of the great Rebellion in 1641, the Biſhops having been 
by force excluded from the Houle of Lords; he joined with ſeveral other of his Bre- 
thren, in a-proteſt* againſt all proceedings of the Houſe during their excluſion ; 
"whereupon they were all charged with High Treaſon, and on Dec. 30, 1641, com- 
mitted to the Tower: but being ſet at liberty May 6, 1642; our Biſhop retired to 
his Palace of Dounbam near Ely ; and was there arreſted again Aug. zo, following, 
hurried up to London, and on Sept. 1, again committed to the Tower; where he con- 
tinued under confinement near eighteen years, with great patience, reſolution, and 
' firmneſs of mind. Having at length outlived the Rebellion, he was freed from his 
long impriſonment on March 17, preceeding the King's Reſtoration May 29, 1660: 
and in teſtimony of his thankfulneſs to God, for his own deliverance, and the hap-- 
py turn of Publick affairs, he built at his own charge”, that elegant Chapel of Pem-. 
 broke-Hall, where he had been educated ; endowed it with the Manor of Hardwicke 
in Cambridgeſhire; and dedicated it himſelf on the Feaſt of St. Matthew Sept. 21, 1665; 
and by his Will left all the Plate richly gilt, and the whole furniture of his Epiſco- 
pal Chapel, which was very ſumptuous, for the uſe of it for ever. He died Apr. 24, 
1667, in the 82“ year of his Age, and was interred according to his own appoint- 
ment, in a Vault which he had cauſed to be built for that purpoſe, under the Com- 
munion Table of the new- built Chapel of Pembrole- Hall, without any further me- 
morial than the initial Letters of his Name, and date of his Death, on his Coffin. 


XII. BENJAMIN LANEY, D.D. tn 


18 HOP. of Lincoln was thence' tranſlated to EH june 12, 1667. He was Lond at 
Ipſwich in Suffolt, and admitted firſt a Student in Cbriſt's College Cambridge ; : 
5 removed thence to Pembrote- Hall, of which he was elected Fellow Oct. 16, 1618, 
being then M. A. arid proceeded to the Degree of B. D. in 1622. In the year 162 5, 
| he had leave of abſence for two years, being about to ſet out on his travels, as it 
| ould ſeem, in the King's ſervice; for the College received Letters from the Secre- 
tary of State, requiring in His Majeſty's Name, that all profits be reſerved to Mr. 
Laney, during his abſence. He became, afterwards Rector of Buriton in Hampſhire ; 
was elected Maſter of Pembroke-Hall, Dee. 25,16 30 0; inſtalled Preberidary of Mincheſler 
5 July 
. « Wilkins Concil. Mas: Brit. N iv. p. 63. . his Diary lately publiſhed in a Book. 
EO Parentalia ; or Memoirs of the Family of the Wrens: by Stephen Wren, Eſq; 3 Ibid. 
A large volume in folio of Theological Meditations, all written with his own hand during his im- 
iſonment, which he entitled Tar A p *Avapngixir pcs was remaining at the time of his death: 


whether any part of them were afterwards printed, among his other Works, I know not. — He 
| ray Inſtituted and Collated to all Preferments in his Dioceſe, when he was confined in 9 
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| of his Maſterſhip Mar. 13, hes, by 
for refuſing the Covenant. He attended his Royal Maſter King Charles I, as one 


fome Mural Monument , erected to his ROY with an I ſer 
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July go, 1637; elected Vieechancellor in 1634; and was made Chaplain in vfdinary | 


to King Charles I, who — him to a Prebend of Velminſter, in June 1639. 
| ts, on account of his loyalty ; arid was turned out 
the Earl of Manchefer the Parhament's Viſitor, 


of his Chaplains, at the Treaty of Uxbridge ; and after his death, became Chaplain to 


King Charles II, and waited on him ſeveral years in his exile. Upon His Majeſty's 


happy Return, he was reinſtated in his Headſhip; and made Dean of Nocbeſter in 
July 1660 ; promoted to the See of Peterborough in the month of December following; 


whence he was tranſlated to Lincoln Apr. 2, 1663; and at gt” to Ely in 1667. 
HE was a Perſon of a generous Spirit, and ſpent the chief of his fortunes in works 


of Piety, Munificence, and Charity. He rebuilt great part of his Epiſcopal Palace : at 


Eh, which was much ruined and decayed A late times of uſurp⸗ 
his Will gave 500 1. to Pembroke-Hall ; and left a conſiderable eſtate 

the remainder of his perſonal effects, (after his Debts and Legacie the 
hands of Truſtees, for the uſe of the Poor inhabitants of Eh and Soham, for put- | 
ting out Children Apprentices. He died on Jan. 24, 1674-5, and was buried in the 


South Ifle of the Preſbytery in his Cathedral Church, where may be ſeen a hand- 
I tion, as eue. . 


XIII. PETER GUNNING, DD. 17675. 


T ISH oP of Chicheſter, was thence tranſlated to Eh. He was the Son of Mr. Peter 
Gunning Vicar of Hao in Kent, educated at the King's School in Canterbury, 
and admitted a Student of Clare-Hall in Cambridge; of which Society he was elected 


Fellow, about the year 1633. Having taken the Degree of M.A. and entered into 
Holy Orders ; he had the-Caracy of St. Mary s the Leſs i in Cambridge, given him by 


the Maſter and Fellows of Fa Egg. He became an eminent Preacher, and as 


ſuch was licenſed by the Univerſity in 1 6413 where, upon the breaking out of the 
Rebellion, he ſoon diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his zeal in che cauſe of the King, and 


defence -of the Church; 3 particularly, © by proteſting publickly againſt the Faction, 
© when moſt formidable, and urging the Univerſity to publiſh a formal Proteſtation 


Aa againſt the Rebelliaus League, in a Sermon at St. Mary's. + And afterwards, being 
on a viſit to his Mother in Kent; he preached two, Sermons in the. neighbourhood of 


Tunbridge, exhorting his audience to a charitable contribution for the King's forces 
in thoſe parts. Having by this conduct drawn upon himſelf the reſentment of the 
OY Powers, he was for ; l (for a time to ene K deren taken, and impri 


„Per vnn. 2 F. . Reverend in Chriſto Patris Bux AMINE byjus Ecdehie Epiſcopi ia 
clark Laneiorum gente in agro Suffolcienſi oriundi. In cujus Elogio grandiloqua fama di Git non 


mentiri. Nuſquam melius quam in hoc Preſule habitavit. Anima, nuſquam melior; Mente Cor- 


poris dotes commendante, Mentis Corpore. Hic facundia amadilis, acumine terfibilis, eruditione 
auctiſſimus, et meruit palmam et tempſit. Hune Monarchiz et Hierarchiz: ruinæ feriebant im- 


pavidum; hunc earundem Reſtauratio ad Thronum Petroburge ſem, triggers Elienſem, 
gravis annis, et 


extulit horrentem; et fidiſſimum Filium, reddidit ter dignum Fatrem. 


_xternitati maturus, exceffit emeritus Viator; et quod in terris — Fackus of eft in Celis 
Comprehenſor. Denatus Jan. 24, A. D. 50741. Atatis autem ſuæ 845 Tumulo prope ab Wr r 
| riete condebatur Feb. 10.“ 


8 3 Maſters's Hit, * Call. Camb. P- 158. Dr. cone Sermons on his Dea P- 7. 
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ſoned: however, by ſome means or other, he obtained his liberty; and was then ſun- 5 
moned to Cambridge, to take the Covenant; which he abſolutely refuſed to do, and 
was thereupon deprived of his Fellowſhip.” This occaſioned his leaving the Univer- 

ſity; having firſt, with the aſſiſtance of ſeveral of his Friends, drawn up a ſpirited 

and well wrote Treatiſe againſt the Covenant; which was ſoon after publiſhed.” He 

then retired to- Oxford, and was there incorporated M.A.; was made one of the 

_ Chaplains of Neu College, and Curate of Caſſington, a ſmall Village near Oxford; 

where he officiated two years, and in the mean while preached occaſionally before 

the Court then at-Oxford ; and was admitted to the Degree of B. D. the day before 

the ſurrender of that place to the Parliament. Being thus obliged to quit that Uni- 

verſity, he became Tutor to Lord Hatton, and to Sir Francis Compton; and after- 
- wards Chaplain to Sir Robert Shirley, who out of regard to his great worth and learn- 

ing, ſettled on him a Penſion of 100 J. a year for his life: but having the misfortune 

to loſe this his great Friend and Patron, (who for his Loyalty was committed to the 

Tower, and there died;) he then fixed at London, and conſtantly made uſe of the 

Engliſh Licurgy 1 in the Chapel at Exeter-Houſe ; and in his diſcourſes there from the 

Pulpit ; and in his publick and frequent Diſputations with all kinds of Sectaries, in I 

their own Congregations, with great courage maintained and defended the cauſe of 

the Church of England ; though. he was often ſent for, and e for it by the 

Protector himſelf :- 5 

ON the Reſtoration, he was not only reſtored to bis Fellowſhip ; but alſo was one | 

*& the firſt, who were admitted to the Degree of D.D. by Mandate from the King, f 

dated June 21, 26603 the next month he was made Prebendary of Canterbury, and in 

December admitted to the Rectory of Catteſmore in Rutlandſhire, and was about that 

time alſo Rector of Stake-Bruern 1 in the.County of Northampton. In February follow- 

ing, on the King's recommendation, he ſucceeded to the Maſterſhip of Corpus-Chry 72 

College! in Cambridge, and to the Lady Margaret's Profeſſorſhip, both vacant by the 

death of Dr. Love Dean of Ey: but he ſoon quitted them, being appointed Regius 

Profeſſor in Divinity, and M aſter of St. Joln 8 College, i in the room of Dr. Tuckneys 

| who, had been obliged to reſign, on a Penſion of 100/, a year, to be paid by his Suc- 

ceſſor. In the beginning of the year 1670, be was promoted to the See of Chichſter, 

being conſecrated Mar. 6; and after five years, was tranſlated to Ely, being confirm- 

ed Biſhop thereof Mar. 4, 1674 5: And having continued Biſhop of this Dioceſe nine "Fs 

years and four months, he died on July 6, 1684 ; and was buried in the South-Iſle of 

the e near his Predeceſſor Biſhop Laney; where there is a very handſome . 

MEA with his Effi ies ein Maxhle, and the In- 


Suffer 3 Part. ji. my OY 7 a g. 8 6 . 
4 Wen 8. 1 dmodum ig Chriſto Patris ac Domini PETRI GUNNING Cantiani, 1 
2 Aulæ Clarenſis apud Cantabr. Alumni et . Coll. Corporis Chriſti, et Sti Johannis 
Præſecti; Domine Margareta et Regii Profeſſoris; Eccleſ. Cantuarienſis Canonici; Ciceſtren- _- 
ie ict it Larvae hoc RARE 8 Erenplar * Ane, Eos „„ 
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HR was fe one of the moſt learned Prelates of his time, and was moreover 
of a very charitable diſpoſition, and a liberal Benefactor to all places he had any re- 
lation to. Beſides his conſtant acts of charity and generoſity. in his life-time, in re- 
lieving the poor, ſupporting many Scholars at the Univerſity, . and adding to the 
maintenance of poor Vicars in the Sees of Chicheſter and Ely; he gave 5007. towards 
building St. Paul's Landon; 2001. to the rebuilding Clare-Hall, where he had been 
Fellow, and by his Will left them 300 J. towards a new Chapel; to St. Johns Col- 
lege, where he had been Maſter, he bequeathed his Library, (valued at 500 J.) and 
600 l. in Money. Some time before his death, he had an intention of making a new. 
Choir to his Cathedral Church of Ely at his own expenſe; but that deſign not tak- 
ing effect, he left by his Will 300 J. for new paving the Choir: and by a Codicil to 
his Will, dated Sept. 11, 1683, he ordered that after all Legacies and Payments 
diſcharged, the reſidue , ſhould be employed for the. preſent relief of poor. Vicars 
within the en of eee and ct Y wo where the, ener are in 


the . 


XLII. FRANCIS: TURNER, D.D. 1634. Not 
FAS the Son of Dr. Thomas Turner Dean of Canterbury, and Canon Reſidentiary 
of St. Paul's London; educated at Vincheſter School, and thence elected Fel- 
low of New. College in Oxford ; where he took the Degrees in Arts; that of Bache- 
| lor Apr. 14, 1659, and that of Maſter in the beginning of the year 1663. He com- 
menced B. D. and D. D. July 6, 1669; and in December following was collated to the 
Prebend of Sneating in St. Pauls London. On the promotion of Dr. Gunning to the 
See of Chichefter, he ſucceeded him i in the Maſterſhip of St. John's College in Cam- 

bridge Apr. 11, 1670. In 1683, he was made Dean of Windſor; and the fame year, 
was promoted to the See of Rechefter, being conſecrated on Nov. 11; and the next 
year Aug. 23, was tranſlated hither. Though he owed moſt of theſe preferments 
to the influence of the Duke of 7vr4,* afterwards King James II; yet, on the acceſ- 
| fion of that Prince to the Throne, as ſoon as he perceived the violent meaſures that 
were purſued 1 in that reign, and the open attempts to introduce Popery and Arbitra- 
ry power; he oppoſed them to the utmoſt. He was one of the ſix Bi ſhops, who 
Joined Archbiſhop Sancreft on May 18, 1688, in ſubſcribing and preſenting a Petition 
to the King, ſetting forth their reaſons, why they could not comply with his com- 
mands, in cauſing his Majeſty's Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience to be read in 


their Churches. This Petition being ſtyled by the Court, A ſeditious Libel againſt 


His Majeſty and his Government, the Biſhops were all called before the Privy Coun- 


cu}; and "ng to enter into e e {ah in the ns of the King' 8— 
| Bench, 


7 

1 1055 3 3 ab Academil, Ferlefiun 3 inter "Py LO AER Hales 
coram ipſo Cromwello, Concionibus, Diſputationibus publice aſſeruit, tantum non ſolus ſuſtinuit, 
vindicavit. At cum Deus et Rex redux nobis otium feciſſet, hie tamen indefeſſus, ſtudiis, vigillis, 
precibus, JeJuniis totus incubuit; Fidelibus erudiendis, refutandis Hæreticis, vitam egit Cœlibem, 
Angelicam; bonis Eccleſiæ legatis Chriſtum Hæredem eripfit; et Virtutibus wa omg 8 6075 5 
Cale, Jul. 6, A. D. 1684, Etatis ſuæ 1 5 "Te 
A © Maſters's Hiſt. of Bene't Coll. Cambr. p. 139. 2 Newcourt's Repert. vol. i. p. 213. 3 con. 0 

| tinuatio Godwini, de Præſul. Angl. Per Rev. Virum * 9 P- 277, 54%. 
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Bench, to anſwer the miſdemeanor in framing and preſenting the ſaid Petition; 
were on June 8, committed to the Tower: on the 15 of the ſame Month, they were 
brought by Habeas-Corpus to the King's-Bench Bar, where pleading Not Guiliy to the 
Information againſt them, they were admitted to Bail; and on the 29 came upon 
their Tryals in Veſtminſter-Hall, and the next morning were acquitted, to the great 
joy of the Nation. However, when King William and Queen Mary were ſettled on 
the Throne, our Biſhop, among many others of his Brethren and the Clergy, re- 
fuſed to own the eſtabliſned e e out of a conſcientious regard to the Alle- 
giance he had ſworn to King James II; and refuſing to take the Oaths required by 
an Act of Parliament made April 24, 1689, was by virtue of that Act ſuſpended from 
his Office, and about the beginning of the following year, deprived of his Biſhoprick, 
After which he lived: the reſt of his days in retirement; and dying Nov. 2, 1700, was 
| buried in the Chancel of the Parochial Church of Therfield i in Hertfordſhire, 22 
he had been Rector,) in a Vault formerly made for the interment of his Wife; to 
whoſe memory he had erected a handſome Monument; and had at a great expen { 
new-paved the Chancel with Free-ſtone, the part about the Al tar with Marble; wain- 
ſcotted the walls, erected Seats after the form of a Choir, and cieled it with Fret- 
work zi but without any other Memorial of himſelf, than this one word ingraved 
an a ſtone | over the Vault, EXPERGIS CAR.. e | 


XLIV. SY'MON PATRIOK, D. D. 69 . 


7 AS tranſlated from the See of Chicheſter, to this of Eh, July 2, 1691.7 This 
VV -very pious and learned Prelate was born at Gainſborough 1 in Lincolnſhire, Sept. 8, 
1626 and admitted a Student of Ryeen's College in Cambridge, June 25, 1644: where 
having taken the Degree of B.A. he was elected Fellow Mar. 1, 1648.9; and pro- 
ceeded to his Degree of M. A. in 1651 3 about which time he was admitted i into Holy 
Orders by Jeſebb Hall Biſhop of Norwich, then reſiding at Heigbam near that City, 
after the loſs of his Biſhoprick. Not long after he became Chaplain to Sir Walter 
© Saint-Yoby of Batterſea, who gave him that Living about the year 16 58; which Va- 
cated his Fellowſhip; ; and the ſame year he took his Degree of B. D. After the Re- 
ſtoration, in 1661, he was elected Maſter of Queen's College, by. the major part of 

the Fellows, 3 againſt the King's recommendation of Mr. Anthony Sp. | 
wards Biſhop of Norwich: but the cauſe, being heard'before the King and Council 
was decided in favour of Mr. Sparrow. In 1662, Mr. Patrick was unexpettedly pre- 


ſiented by. William Earl of Bedford, to the Rectory of St. Paul's Covent-Garden, to 


* 


which he was inſtituted Sept. 23;5 where by his excellent Inſtructions and Example 
he gained the entire love and eſteem of his Pariſhioners ; and more eſpecially, by con- 
tinuing with them all the time of the great Plague in 1665. The following year he 
determined to proceed in Divinity; but having reaſons to be diſpleaſed with his old 
College; thought proper to enter himſelf of Chriſt- Church in Oxford; and was there. 
9 e han 1 ne oh on July 5. b 666, 008 Kone: r to We" R of 

| Acht 
'x Chanhey Hit. Anti. of Herifordthire, | 1 5 itt * fo, 1 1. EY Wood's Hiſt. 
of Oxf. 10. ü. ÞB $40. 4 Kenner's Regiſt. anc [Chron p. 596 5 Newcourt's Repert. . i. p. 70% 
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06 (| ++ HIST'ORT' "AND ANTIQ 
Abdut cat time he anidOllagtaibicki yeiliady'to i Mujultjy o . in July done rs 
ferred him to a Prebend"of %., and eee "tb-the" Jeanery 
| Mg, in Wich he was inſtafled Aug. 1, 16%%%//bt eee 
DURING the feign of King James I, he was PRO thoſe e 5 | 
| 1 heir Diſcourſes atd Writings diſtinguithed themſelves, in defending the Froteſſant 
Religion, and that of the Church of England in particular; and in oppoſing the vio- 
lent atrempts chat were then malle to introduce Popery and Arbitrary. power: on 
which account, he was foon after the Revolution, advanced to the See of Chichefer, 
void by che death of Bilhop Late; being confoorated Oct. 13, 2689 “ and at length 
on fully 2, 169 1, was tranflated to E, which became vacant Meera Turner's re- 
A_— ake the Oaths to King William ani geen Mary. Beis eat 
WL r he Was Biſhop here, he brought to a final iſſue ada Sult that bai been 
[ 46% depending between the Biſhops of Ey and Lord Hatton's Family, and procured | 
#0 himſelf and his gucceffors a Fee · farm Rent ef 100 /. a year out ef Hatton=Garden, 8 
- andthe Meſſuages erect thereupon; and "moreover, for the bendfit of His See, ob- 
ttined an Act of Parliament, 4 for leuſing out the Manor and Demeſne-lands -of.. 
Douunbum in tlic He if Eiy, the Marfion whereof had Falten te ruin in the time of 
the Ulurpation; and for clearing himfelf and Suceefſors from dilapidations there. 
_ Hr died at Ely May 31, 1707, in the-eighty-firſt year-of his Age, and was buried 
in the Pry tory adiome Hlonument, was ſoon 


ot nis Cad ee Ne 1 
245 Neves Fall. E | id. p. N 3 Mr. Fade Vice Cbanbeflain t to \ Queen Eliza- 
ech, (afterwards orc — or,) a Favourite Sec er Ml e, had prevailed on her Majeſty to 
+71 and write to Biſhop Cox, to let him have the beſt part of 'Ely-Houſe;Holbourn, _ all the 
f rear Garden and Cloſes belonging to it, on :Leaſe for 2 1 years, at little or no Rent. Bring: thus 
_ polkeſſed of it, he Jaid out money, upon it, and fitted it to his own convenience: but con idering 
N carte preſent s'eafewolild net bind Ins Surceſſors, 'beeduſe it was ef D F nothing 
" rds would ſerve, bit the whole Seat: of the Biſhops of Ely. in Holbourn\in perpetuity. In 
order to which, he applied. again to the Queen, and obtained hef Letter to the Biſhap for that pur- 
pole: and though the Queen preſſed the Biſhop hard; yet in an e Latin Letter to her, he 
humbly: ſuggeſt his refofal ; concluding, "that to a f ation of that his Houle, his 
fear cience, could never yield . ver, it ended c that the Biſhop ſhould by way 
” .of Mortgage. convey to the Queen, and the Queen 40 Mr. Hatton, che Houſe and Gardens, &c. 
At that time in leaſe to him; but. withal to be Tedeemable” upon. the payment of 18007; the ſum 
which Mr. Hatton affirmed he had lald out upon it. Nothing was done towards paying off this 
Mortgage, till Biſbop Andrews's time, who did refolve,to Nennt, leſt the Church ſhould ſuffer at 
"the lon run: but this was. prevented by the removal of him to Wincheſter, Biſhop Wren. after- 
Wards did tender the money, and obtained a Sentence in the Court of Requeſts: but the long Par- 
ament put a ſtop to the proceedings, by the ſonment of the Biſhop z and ſome kind of Ordi- 
d nance there was Sade, (hut not by the Houſe of Lords,) to reverſe the Sentence. During the W. - 
mops impriſonment, in the time of the Rebellion, the greateſt and beſt part of the Houle was pul- 
led down, the Garden was built into Tenements, to the value of ſeveral Thouſand Pounds a year; 
and Ely: Houſe reduced to a very dark. and incommodions habitation, withont any remains of it's 
Fr ancient Splendor and Magnificence, except the ancient Hall and Chapel. After the Reſtoration, 
Lord Hatton found it needful to inſiſt on privilege of Patliament, to avoid anſwering, to a Bill ſoon 
| _ vexhibited againſt him in Chancery; by which means, and other incidental delays, neither Bp. Wren, 
nor nny of his immediate Succeſſors, (by whom the Bill was revived,) were able to make any conſider- 
| able progreſs in the Suit; till Bp. Patrick at length thought proper to put an end to it, by accepting 
WIG: a year to be ſettled on, his See.? + fo 9 Will. Parl. 3. Seſſ. ET 4: 
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after erocted to his memory, with an Inſcription referred to below. * An account of 
the Books, Sermons and Tracts that he wrote, may be ſeen in Biographia Britannica; 3 
with other Memoirs of his Life. Biſhop Burnet ranks him among thoſe: many wor- 
thy and eminent: Clergymen in this Nation, who deſerved a high Character, and 
were ae an honour to the Church, and to the Age in which e . 8 


XLV. JOHN MOORE, D. p. 1705. 


| ON of Thomas Miore of Market- Harborough i in Leiceterſpire, was admitted a Stu- 
dent of Clare-Hall in Cambridge, and was elected Fellow of that Society. He af- 
terwards became Chaplain to Heneage Finch Earl of Nottingham ; by whoſe intereſt 
and favour he roſe to conſiderable preferments; and in particular was promoted to 
the firſt Prebendal Stall in this Cathedral Church of Eh, being collated thereto by 
Biſhop Gunning, June 28, 1679.“ His next preferment was the Rectory of St. Au- 
 fin's London, to which he was admitted Dec. 41, 1687; but he quitted that, Oct. 26, 
2689, 7 on his being preſented by King William and Queen Mary, (to whom he was 
then Chaplain 1 in Ordinary,) to the Rectory of St. Andrew's Holbourn, vacant by the 
promotion of Dr. Stilling fleet to the See of Worceſter. On the deprivation of Dr. Wil- 
liam Lleyd Biſhop of Norwich, for not taking the Oaths to their Majeſties, he was 
advanced to that See; being conſecrated July 5, 1691; and at length was thence 
tranſlated to this of El, July 31,1707. He ſat Biſhop here exactly ſeven years; and 
dying at Eh-Houſe Holhourn, July 31 Mor, was interred on the: North-fide of the 
Preſbytery of his Cathedral Church, near his Predeceſſor Biſhop 1 ang has an 
"m__ Aae wee to his Momo, with, an Joſe tion as below.? He wa 
N A: | 8 PT. 1551 18 Ty "+ TH V 7 UK cir 
4 45 T_T: dum — 
nĩu bee 225 Ns nero ons yi Cit wr Romans Para pete 
propter eximia erg Fe ac Rempublicam 1 5 ab optimis en plus Wen Ei e 1 : 
evecti: cujus Pictarem: inſignem, Mores ſanctiſſimos, Ingenium elegans, acre, copioſum, | 
ram in omni Literarum genere Seientiam, abunde teſtantur Dicta, Facta, Scripta iphus Omnia | 


on. 


Comm 


præſertim eruditiſſimi et mia ares in S, S. Scripturam Commentarij, quovis Elogio majores, 
quovis Marmore diuturniores. Vis, fi urs alius, Candore et Charitate vere Chriſtianâ, Conſtants 
Animi jnviea, AEquitate nullo pimium ſtudio inclinata. In optimis Artibus colendis e. 
diſque, in Ne tis maximi moment} gerendis, in yniyerſis. vi Jantiflimj- reg. muneribus "| | 
plendis, ad extremum uſque ſpiritum* perpetuus et indefeſſus. umulatis jam vite omnibus officii 
: Pe Senex placide Animam Deo reddidit 31. Mali, A D. Ig Anno Mat 81. en 
79 * che Anicle PATRICK. | + Hiſtory of his own Time, Ses among the Prebendaries,, 
2 Ei „Gunning. Nemcoutt's «MN 1185 a Plate xxx. | 
i "4 « Hic ſituz eſt Reverendug admodum, in Chti 9 dee geen nr W ad, T 
ade hujus eos Epiſcopus, vite morum egregium err exemplar; i6-quotidiana . 
pers vita e, euzit Comnate condita _ jt eum venuſtiſſima Suavitate con- 
| juncta Auctoritas. In Concionando PO. erat at, commovendis ad Pietatem Animis valde idoneo | 
affectu; in rebus dificilioribus exp * imus; Eceleflæ ornandz pariter ac tuendæ ſem- 
per intentus; erga Amicos * ſedulitate indefeſſus ; erga Parriary ea fide atque ſtudio, vt 
ad publicam utilitatem & ad veram libertatem ſpectantia, in omnibus rerum temporumque 
utationibus conſtanter promovecit Ke inopiam pecunjd. adverſam etudinem * 
Kientis, (quæ in ipſb fuit,) Kibtevabar ; inter Scbentiæ Civiks run 
— bonique & æqui cognitione, cee inter Le ez demum erat exiſtimarione, ut. 
4 multi fere anais-nibil- ecitum fuerit de meliore nqtà, cut non en inſtructiſſima e * 
(quæ nunc e munificenti Regia Academies Ca tabrigienk 01 0 elt.) Aliquid, ac- 
ceſlerit. 2 Ry 31, 1714, Etatis ſux 68." 7; 


| that: eee was indeed 10 ee a8 to 3 Te ee of 1 2 
-tice; and was; purchaſed after his deceaſe, by His Majeſty King George I, for, 6000 
1G uincas and given.as a token of his royal favour, to the Univerſity of n 


"3 7 by 


WILLI AM FL EETWOOD, DD: © 1714. 
\ HIS learned and excellent Prelate was deſcended from an ancient Family of 
that name in Lancaſhire ;* and we are told, 3 was born in the Tower of Lon- 
don on "New-year” s Day, 1656. He received the firſt part of his Education at 'E!on- 
School, and was from thence elected into King's College in Cambridge. About the 
time of the Revolution he entered into Holy Orders; and ſoon after Preached in his 
on College, on Lady-day 1689, the Anniverſary Sermon of their Foundation, before 
the Univerſity. This Sermon, which was his firſt eflay in publick, was printed at the 
| requ | of the Vicechancellor and Heads of Colleges, and gained him great reputa- 
tion, which he afterwards fu pported through' life; being accounted one of the moſt. 
celebrated Preachers of his time. The ſame year he became Rector of St. Auſtin s in 
1 London, to which he was inſtituted Nov. 26: 4 and was alſo Lecturer of St. Dun- 
Pan's in the Weſt. Not long after, he was made Chaplain to King Villiam and Queen 
Mary; and by the intereſt of Pr. Godolpbin at that time Vice-Provoſt of Eton, was 
elected Fellow of that College. He was nominated by King William, a few days be- 
fore his death, to a Can onry of Windfer : but: the Grant not having paſſed the 
| Seals before th 1 the King di died; Thee! Houſe of Commons addreſſed ueen Ann,” to give 
| b Cty t the _ ow truly: repreſented to the 
Q odo th a8 pe um. Nothing could be 
Tn nore 1 to him — theſe Prefihihibrrte" at Eur ant Windfor; whether it 
"Was through an early an And nathral Prejudice. 1 in favour” of a place he had been uſed 


8 555 younger days; 3. certain it is, that he had contracted a more than ordinary 


liking to Eron and it's environs: and being naturally bf a ſtudious turn, and af. 
: fecting retirement, he took a reſolution of quitting hig City Preferments, and 
retiring to Wexham a ſmall Rectory i in Buckinghamſhire, Where he had the convenien- 
cy of a neat and commodious Houſe and Garden, rendered ſtill more agreeable to 
5 Binn, by. it 8. nea | neſs” of fituation. to his beloved Eton; and thither he retreated, 
about the year 1705. He had not long enjoyed this keürement. before he was, 
without his knowledge or ſolicitation,” nominated by the Queen herſelf to the 
| dee of St. Aſaph, vacant by the death. of Biſhop Beveridge : and it was this circum- 
ſtance, of i it's being the Queen 's. own choice, that greatly contributed. as he told 
ſome o f his friends, to conquer the averſion he had againſt returning again into the 
world, and induced him to accept he r i” 5 nd e he was koi 5 c 
| 3 St. Aſaph, June 6, 170888. Ho Kr F 8 
py. 1 had 2 17 ſhowed himſelf a true fegend 10 5 the Engl Ih Conſtitution 1 boch! in 


ite ;; n ſo zealous andy the defence * 1 ene 9, which 


4 2 e nent Hine 1 5 5 1 22 1 1 Y 21 7 SLY 5 TOs wy vr a 1 — 7 2 mn 12 03, Tr 
. "+ Contibaatio Godwin de Precful! Angl. p. 27. . Account of his Life pred 
F 9 Leeder Repert, e feel, p. 29890. * 
e 1 ; 5 
8 * 


CATHEDRAL CHURCH oP ELV. (prstfors.) 209 


the Revolution was founded, and in ſupport of the Settlement of the Crown on the 
Uuſtrious Houſe of *Handwer ; that in the latter part of Queen Aus reign, when 
meaſures were taken, by thoſe who had got into power, and principles induftriouſly 
propagated, tending to the ſubverſion of all that had been done for the ſafety of the 
Kingdom, and it's ſecurity from Popery and Arbitrary power, and when Party rage 
was carried to a greater height than at any time ſince the Revolution: —our Biſhop 
thought proper publickly to declare his ſentiments of thoſe meaſures, and ſhow their 
dangerous tendency, in that famous Preface prefixed to Four Sermons, which he 
| publiſhed about May in the year 1712. This publication was attended with a very 
uncommon event; for the Preface being taken notice of in the Houſe of Commons, 
on a motion made for that purpoſe, it was ordered to be burnt by the vote of a ma- 
jority in the Houſe.— This extraordinary and memorable Vete, however intended, 
ſerved only to ſet his merits in a more conſpicuous light, with all that had the proſ- | 
perity of the Kingdom at heart, and were well-wiſhers to the Proteſtant cauſe, 
and the ſucceſſion of the Crown, as ſettled by Law. Soon after the acceſſion of 
His Maj eſty King George I, he was nominated to the vacant See of Ely, and was 
thither tranſlated Dec. 18, 17 14, Where he continued in the conſtant attendance on 
the duties. of his. office, and unwearied application to his ſtudies, as long as his 
ſtrength would permit. He had ill health ſeveral years before his death; and i in the 
year 1723, found himſelf much worſe than uſual; when being adviſed to go into the 
Country, for the benefit of the air; he retired to Tortenbam in Middleſex, where he 
died on the 4 of Auguſt, in the Sixty-ſeventh year of his age; and was buried in 
the Preſbytery of his Cathedral Church of EH. A Monument! was ſoon after erect- 
ed to his Memory, with an Inſcription which is inſerted below. * A more particular 
2 of this Biſhop's Life, written by his Nephew Dr. William Powell Dean of 
St. Aſaph and Prebendary of this Church, is prefixed to his Works, collected toge- 
ther after his death: and a further account of hin and his is Writings, wy be er 
* e Britannica, * e | N * 


XI. VII. THOMAS GREENE, DD. 1723. 


1748 the Son of Mr. Thomas | Griene of the Pariſh of St. Peter's 8 Mancrft i in Mi- 
VV * wich and Sarab his Wife, and was there born in the year 1658.4 After his 
education at t the Grammar School i in that City, he was ſent oy  Corpur-Chrift College 
| in 
2 Plate Xxxl. * © H, 8. E,. GuLIELMus FL ET WOOD * Ecclefi olim Aphenfs Epiſcopus 
ich Non. Auguſti A. D. MDCCXx111, ſuz Mtatis Lxvii nondum pervectus obiit, gravi jam 
nectute innumeris laborum Studiis approperata; quorum ſane recenſioni neque ulla fatis patet 
Tabula; nec morum Sanctimoniam, Candorem ingenii, rerumque divinarum et humanarum Scien- 
tiam, hie commemorare opus erat; neque vero ineluctabilem (ſuaviſſimæ tamen) Eloquentiæ vim, 
Religioni Patrizque Sacramento ſemper fido militantis; z nec robur itud Pectoris ultro fævientibus 
e e tentiæ minis atque flimmis o 1 pro Domo nunc Regia, hoc eſt, pro Legibus' 
pa Popul; ſalute, et Civil et Sempiterna. Iſta enim ad omnem memoriam ipſe quam plurimis 
navit expreſſitque Monumentis ſuis ; qualia non ponimus ſuperſtites. Sed hoc teſtari Con] ur, 
dile&iffima ſuam unicique Filii venerationem voluit, er deſideria atque luctus inſanabiles ſolari. * 
3 See the Article FLEETWOOD. ot nne Hi of * vol.ii. p. 424. ah 


1 HISTORY: AND ANTIQUITIES OFTHE 


in . where he was admitted July 28, 1674; he ſoon became a Scholar of 
the Houſe ; and having taken the Degree of B. A. he was elected Fellow of the Col- 
lege in 1680: he proceeded in his Degree of M. A. in 1682, and to that of B. D. in 
1690 Soon after the promotion of Dr. Teniſon to the Archbiſhoprick of Canterbu- 
ry, he was made one of his Chaplams, and was collated to the Vicarage of Minſter 
in the Iſle of Thanet; April z, 1695; in which year alſo, he was admitted to his De- 
gree of D. D. and reſigned his Fellowſhip ; and about three years after, on the re- 
commendation of Archbiſhop Teniſon, was elected Maſter of the College: In 1699, 
he was elected Vicechancellor of the Univerſity; and in May 1702, was inſtalled Pre- 
| bendary of Canterbury; and Oct. 28, 1708, was collated by the Archbiſhop to the 
Rectory of Auiſbam in Kent; and on Nov. 3. following was inſtalled Archdeacon of 
| Canterbury. He was again appointed Vicechancellor of the Univerſity of Cambridge 
in 1713, and by reaſon of his er rr at the Divinity Exerciſes at the Pub- 
lick Commencement, which happened in his year; when, notwithſtanding his long 

diſuſe of thoſe Academical Eicentifes, by his frequent and neceſſary abſence from he 
Univerſity, and engagements in a quite different courſe of life, he difcharged that 
office with credit to himſelf; and reputation to the Univerſity. Soon after the ac- 
ceſſion of King Geusge I, he was appointed one of the Chaplains i in Ws, te His Is 
Majefty ;/ and in 1716, reſigned his Maſterflip, on being inſtitatec 
of St. Martin in the Fights, Weſtminſter ; to which he was prefented by the Traſtees 
of his great Patron Archbiſhop Teniſen, for the diſpoſal of his Options, of whom 
be re was one. He held this Living ſometime in Commendam wit iis Bifhop- 
| Nor<oith,. to "which he was- promoted, on the tranſlation of Biſhop Trimme! 
to Winrkyfter, and was :oſecrated Oct. 8, 1921; and een ee Au. See 
of Ely, Sept. 24. 1723. As a teſtimony of his regard to Corpus Cbrißi College, of 

which be had bern Maſter ; in 1729, he gave 200 J. for procuring Queen Ann's 
Bounty for augmenting the Curacy of St. Benedi# in r belonging to it. 
Having ſat Biſhop here 14 years and an half, he died at 2 , May 18, 
1738, in the eightieth year of his age, and was buried on the South-fide of his 
Cathedral Church, whete an elegant Monument was foor after erected to his 
memory, with an Inſcription + in two compartments; in one of which, are ſet 
forth his ſeyeral. preferments; and in the other a very amiable character is given 
of the Biſhop, and ſuch as every one that remen * ers him, n andy acknow- 

; Lg to 1555 been juſtly due to him. e a 

XI VIII F 


1 M. ſters Eli. ws Car; opus Chriſti col. . Regiſt. Greene. 3 Plate xxxiII. 
4 Hic jacet quod reliq 22 50 eſt. TnoMa GREENE, S. T. 4. ws Eccleſiæ nuper Epiſcopi, qui 
. longo Honorum ee Collegii Corporis Chriſti Cantabrigienſis olim Socius, poſtea Magiſter, 
Academiz bis Vice - Cancellarius, Eccleſiæ Cantuarienſis Præbendarius et Archidiaconus, Parochiæ 
Sti Martini in Campis Londin. Vicarius; een Feind Norvice He vabtnuit, inde ad. Eli- 


enſem tranſlatus eſt Septembris die 23, 1723. 
. Huic Eccleſiæ poſtquam per quindecim i annos, ſumma cum Diſigertiz, Candoris, et inte- 


45 gritatis laude, mitiſſim pr fuillet; Pietate et Annis ny accepta tandem Rude, Uxori et nume- 
roſe Proli, aliiſque chef pluribus Viduis et 9 denique et mo mala lebilis-deceſſir, 
5 Mail die 18, Anno 1 1 738, Leatt * os a5: OT fete pronotg Ta : 
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XI. VIII. ROBERT BUTTS, b. D. e 


"A Deſcendant of Sir Villiam Butts, Phyſician in ordinary to King Henry VIII," 
by a younger Branch of the Family ſeated at Thornage in Norfolk ; was Son of 
William Butts Rector of Herteſ in Suffolk : he received the firſt part of his education 
at Bury School in that County; and from thence was admitted a Student of Trinity 
College in Cambridge. After he had taken his Degrees, he became one of the Preach- 
ers of Bury; and was preſented, in 1717, by the Earl of Briſtol, to his own Pariſh 
Church of Jckworth in Suffolk. In 1728, he was made one of the Chaplains in ordi- 
nary to His late Majeſty King George II, who promoted him, being then A » 46 - 
the Deanery of Norwich, in which he was inſtalled April 10, 173 1; and in the be- 
ginning of the year 1733, advanced him to the Biſhoprick of Norwich, to which he 
was conſecrated on Feb. 25. On the death of Biſhop Greene, in 1738, he was tran- 
| flated to Eh, in which See he was confirmed Biſhop June 27, and inthroned by 
Proxy July 4 following; where having fat Biſhop nine years and ſix months, he 
died at Eh- Honſe Holbourn on Jan. 26, in the beginning of the year 1748, and was 
buried in the Cathedral Church in a Vault on the North- ſide of the Preſbytery near 
the Eaſt- end; where a very handſome Monument was ſoon after erected to his 1 me- 
1 with his Buſt en, and an Inſcription : as below. 


XLIX. Sir THOMAS GOOCH, Bart, b. D. 148. 


\ 0 N of Thomas Gooch Gent. of Yarmouth ; in | Norfolk (deſcended of an ancient Fa- 
| mily®f that Name, ſettled at Meringbam in Suffalk ;) was firſt educated at the 
1 eee ee in Yarmouth, and thence admitted of Gorvile and Caius College i in 
Cambridge; where he was elected Scholar, then Fellow of the College, in the 
year 1698. He afterwards became Chaplain to Dr. Henry Compton Biſhop of London, 
who collated him to the Rectory. of the united Pariſhes of St. Clement Eaſt. Cheap, and 
St. Martin Orgars Londbn: and about the year 1713, was made Chaplain; in ordina- 
ry to her late Majeſty Quęen Aun; and was inſtalled Archdeacon of Eſex July 24, 
1714. being collated thereto by. Biſhop Robinjon... On the death of Sir Joon Ellis Knt. 
M. P. Maſter of Gonvilz and Cares College, in Nov. 1716, he ſucceeded him in; the 
 Maſterſhip; and the next year was elected Vicechancellor of the Univerſity. of. Cam- 
1 bridge; 

co Blomefield's Hiſt of Norf. vol. ij, pag. 42 Re iſt, Butts. ; 5 Plate Xxx11L. 15 ms : 


4% Intra hos ſacros parietes, piis cineribus dicatos, Rev. amodum/in Chriſto Pater ac Dominus Do- 
minus ROBERTVUS BUTTS Elienſis Epiſcopus ſitus eſt; mori, nefas eſſet illum poſſe nm, cujus _ 


15 88 Pietas, ac Candor, vivere jubent mortuum. Neque ei defuit l fervor Theologo 


8, zelo. D. Petri ſimilis, et ſanctè, quoad licuit, æmulus; quoties ſeu: Eecleſiæ periclitantis 
| aller, ſeu 1 Reipub. perduelles fint debellandi. Si Principibus probis, doctis, ac-; ientibus placuiſſe, 

in minim laude ponendum non eſt, hoc præſertim nomine hic venerandus Antiſtes, idem et mul 
tam amandus Aulicus celebraretur; quippe ſummæ Sapientiæ, mitæ Comitatis opinione fretus & 
delectatus, Celſiſſimus GEORGIUs II, Rex Angliæ illum a Sacris cooptandum maximè voluiſſet: de- 
inde Eccles. Norvic. ex Decano poſteà ejuſdem Eccles. Norvic. Infulà ornandum juberet; denud 
iſdem regiis auſpiciis, tot plaudente Aya, ad Epiſcopatum Elienſem mexitò evectus erat. Tenui 
; j E g — W e 8 5 10, S 5 be ad N 

an. 2 1747- | i 


- a 
— 


* 
4 
7 
l 
' 
fk 
L 
U 
1 


1 
* L 
+ Y 
1 
A 
= 
+3 
:S 
+ 
8 
N 
q 
* 
4 
4 
1 
1 
F 
1 
F 
"i 
is 
F 
44 
1 
2 
i 
_ 
LY 
. ; 
= 
[ bY 
_ 
f . 
z - 
, 4 
+ $4 
_ 
; 
o 
2 
. 
1 
1 
1 
LE 
_ 
x 4 
v A 
3 
bd 
be 
. 
N 
5 
1 
. 
wr 
11 » 
i280 
4 
\ 
bo . 
- 
. 
A 
* 1 
2 
54 
6 
3 
7 
* 
3 
> & 
©” © 
. 
Pr 
1 
. 
We). 


a p * 
K " I 
FFF 
n IEEE Ss > 
, J = 
N b 


93 —ͤ—ũ—ä—— —ͤ —ä—bͤ 2 —— —— 9 — 
. 
SIG 
4 4 © 
a 


— 


212 His TORT AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE 
bridge ; in which office he was very inſtrumental i in promoting a defign for building 


a new Senate-Houſe, and in forwarding a Subſcription for that purpoſe ; and fo 


ſenſible was the Univerſity of his ſervices, that they elected him again the two fol- 
lowing years, viz. in 1718, and 17193 during which three years of his Vicechancel- 


lorſhip, by his good management, the ſum of near 10, ooo J. was raiſed. by contribu- 


tions, towards building that elegant and magnificent Fabrick. He was afterwards 
made Canon Reſidentiary of Chicbeſter, and became Prebendary of Canterbury in 1729. 
His next promotion was to the See of Briſtol, of which he was conſecrated Biſhop 
June 12, 1737; whence he was ſoon after tranſlated to Norwich, and inthroned by 


Proxy Nov. 9, 1739: at which time he reſigned all his other Preferments, except 


his Maſterſhi p. Whilſt he fat Biſhop of Norwich, he was at a conſiderable ex- 
penſe in repairing, beautifying, and adding to the convenience of. the Epiſcopal Pa- 
lace: and in 1742, obtained of his late. Majeſty King George II, Charters for the 
eſtabliſhment of two Societies, that had begun to be formed ſome time before by ſe- 
veral worthy Clergymen, for the relief of the Widows and Orphans of Clergymen. 
within the Dioceſe of Norwich; and procuring them both to be incorporated; the 
one by the Name of The Governors of the charity for the relief of the poor Wi- 
dos and Orphans of ſuch Clergymen, as at the time of their deaths, were poſſeſſed 


of ſome Eccleſiaſtical Benefice or Curacy within the County of Norfolk or City of 
Norwich or County of Norwich. The other of the ſame kind for the Archdeacon- 


ries of Suffolk and Suabury and elſewhere in the County of Suffolk. He was tranſlated 
to the See of Ely Mar. 11, 1747-8 ; where having ſat Biſhop about ſix years, he died 
at Eh-Houſe in Holbourn Feb. 14, 1754; and was buried on the 21% of the ſame 
month in the Chapel of Gonvile and Caius College in Cambridge: where a Monument 
was s ſoon after erefted to his wenerx with an Inſcription, as below." „„ 


ATT HIA 8 MAW SON, D. Ds. + 1784. 
\ F a reputable and wealthy Family ſettled at Cbeſuict in Middleſex, was iy in 
ö he Pariſh of st. Dunftan's in the Weft, London, July 21, 1683; and having re- 


. ceived the firſt part of his education at St. Pauls School, was admitted a Student at 


58; or Bene #- College m Cambridge | in 1701 3 and ſoon after became Scholar 


of that cn where having taken the Degree of B. A. in 1504, he was elected Fel- 
you * the: lame 


math "_ . to his Degres of ** A. the following year, 


„Was 
1 « H. 8. E. . a Præſul Donna Tuba Goocn ae bujus Col- 


| | 1 Scholaris, Socius, Cuſtos; Academiæ per tres annos Procancellarius. Qualis Cuſtos? ſi quizras | 
W 


ntur Annales 2 5 deltes ſint et hi facri Parietes, ipſius ſub auſpiciis reſtaurati, ornati. Pro- 


cancellarius: qualis ? teſfetur Academia, - ibidemque Senaculum vicinum, ambitu ejus diligenti, et 
inſtanti prece, pene extructum. Parochus? Sancti Clementis Cives Londinenſes. Canonicus? Ci- 


ceſtrenſes, Cantuarienſes. Archidiaconus? Eſſexienſes. Epiſcopus ? Briſtolienſes, Norvicenſes, Eli- 
enſes. Inter Amicos, Urbanitate, Fide, Conſtantia; apud Omnes, Facilitate, Elegantia, Gravitate, 
ſpectabilis. Obiit die Feb. 14, A. D. 1754, Et. 80. Uxores habuit' tres MARIAM Gulichni Sber- 


lock venerabilis Decani Paulini Filiam, quz Dom. THOMAM GoocH de'Benacre in Agro Suffal- 
cienſi enixa fato ceſſit, et, quod optabat moribunda, cum illo quem unicè amabat, hie demum 
jacet tumulata: ne Dom. Jobannis Miller Baronetti Filiam, Reverendi JohAxNLS Goocn 

jenſis Eccleſiæ Præbendarii Matrem ; MAR1AM-denique Filiam Honorabilis ar 18 | 
_ us 1 Comitis Northamptoniæ Nepotis, * mortuum deflet.” 


* CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ELV. (usnors 3 
was appointed one of the Moderators of the Philoſophy-Schools, and the next year 
one of the Univerſity Taxors. About the year 1718, he was made Preſident of the 
College; and a collegiate life was at that time ſo agreeable to him, that he declined 
-accepting an offer made'him by the late Duke of Somerſet Chancellor of the Univer- 
ſity, of one of the Portions of the valuable Rectory of Petworth in Suſſex. Oct. 6, 
1724, he was unanimouſly elected Maſter of his College: : in which ſtation he conti- 
nued with great reputation, above twenty years; and then thought proper to reſign 


Feb. 20, 1744-5, in favour of Mr. Cale; having expended in the repairs of the Col- 
lege above 2007; beſides what he had laid out on the Maſter's Lodge.“ He was col- 


lated by Biſhop Greene, Dec. 21, 173 i, to the Rectory of Connington in the County of 


Cambridge; this Living he reſigned in April 1732, on being preſented, by the ſame Pa- 
tron,” to the Rectory of Hadfock in Eſſex : theſe were the only Livings he was ever 
poſſeſſed of; and the latter of them, on account of its affording 8 him a convenient 


retreat from the buſineſs of the Univerſity, he held ſeveral years. In 1730, he was 
elected by the Univerſity, their Vicechancellor ; in which ſtation, no one was more 


attentive to the Duties of it than himſelf, and particularly in promoting Order and 


good Diſcipline 1 in the Vniverſity ; on W account, be was Brag elected to the 


180 office the following year. 

IN 1734, being nominated to the Biſhoprick of Sai he declined accepting the 
al} ; but was afterwards prevailed on to accept that of Landaffe, which became va- 
cant in Auguſt 1738 ; and was accordingly conſecrated: Biſhop thereof on Feb. 18, 
following; and was thence tranſlated to Chicheſter Oct. 27, 1740. From Chicheſter 
he was at ength” tranſlated. to "_ me ye 25 „ n e ee Bithop thereof 


March 15, 1754. 


CONCERNING this vetiable Pins 'F mall! not ict tb praiſes which is 


the to him in common with ſeveral of his Predeceſſors; neither ſhall T here repeat 
the expreſſions of my private gratitude: But it would be an unpardonable omiſũon, 
and ill becoming the character of a faithful and impartial Hiſtorian, ſhould 1 paſs 
over in ſilence, ſome * monuments of his Pw: care and Oey: he: this 
7 Church and Place. 5 
WHEN his Lordſhip was promoted to this 5 the City of By ain 


would be to embank the River, to erect Mills for draining the Lands, and to open 


ſafe and free communications throughout the large and almoſt impaſſable Levels, 


with which the City of Ely was environed; all of them works of great difficulty, 
- and formidable in point of expenſe! But they have been happily undertaken, under 


the fanction of n REP of Parliament ; and in So ans thereof a new and. 


better 


1 „ Matters Hi of Corpus-Chrifti College a „ Wuillt his Lordſhip was Biſhop of 
tat See, OT OOO Fon of Money, for e 888 the Choi Fa that. 


Dou Sue dt = 

it, were much on the decline; occaſioned by the adjoining low lands having been 
ſeveral years under water; and the publick roads, at the ſame time, in ſo had a ſtate, 
zs not to be travelled with ſafety. Under theſe diſtreſsful circumſtances, it 
_ vious that the only effectual means of reſtoring the Country to a flouriſhing ſtate, 


it was b 
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7 of the Dome, Lantern, and other Parts kh the Church were conducted. 
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. face hath been given to the whole Country, and great advantages both of 
Healthineſs and Commerce haye been derived to the Inhabitants. But whatever 
Praiſes are due, (as many are certainly due) to the ſagacity, activity, and publick 
ſpirit of other Noblemen and Gentlemen of this County; yet the fucceſs of the 
ſeveral ſ chemes, hath been greatly owing to the ſuggeſtions « of Pur. worty Biſhop, to 
his advice and encouragement, his aid and munificence. 

'Nz1THER hath our Biſhop been leſs active and folicitous to improve and beauti- 
fy his Cathedral Church: Accordingly he offered to contribute the ſum of one Thou- 
fand pounds, towards defraying the charge of removing the Choir to the Eaſt-End, 
being that part of the Church called the Preſbytery; (an alteration which had been 
long wiſhed for, by all perſons of true taſte ) and as the Dean and Prebendaries 

have Kane his Lordſhip” s offer, and have agreed alſo to raiſe the like ſum of one 
4 hemſelves for the ſame purpoſe, there can he no doubt, 
but 905 this Undertaking, great a8 it is, will be fi in the beſt | +» by 
means of ſo conſiderable a fund: And that nothing might be wanting to render the 
Whole truly elegant, his Lordſhip, befides this Renefaktion, hath engaged at his 
own charges, to pave the New. Choir with black and white Marble; and alſo 
to glaze all the Windows at the Eaſt End thereof with Painted-Glaſs ; an elegant 
Deſign for which hath been lately ſettled, and is to be executed by an eminent Artift, 
under the inſpection of a Gentleman of the moſt approved taſte, A conſiderable pro- 
| greſs is already made in the ſeveral branches of this Undertakin gz which, when com- 
5 pleated according to the preſent Plan, : will render the Cathedral of Ey inferior to 
none in Beauty and Magnificence, — Great certainly are the Obligations which the 
whole Community, both of the Church and Iſle of Eh, are under to his Lordflitp; 
on theſe and other accounts: 3 And 1 may venture to repreſent it as their general 
Wiſh, That the Life of ſo valuable a Prelate may. be E to the utmoſt * m., 
that an conſiſt with his. own co 


it comfort, and happineſs l Sf 


25 On this octaſjan I cannot help mentioning the name of George Ride E 13 1 of Cams 
bridge; z whoſe. bequeſt. of , 2007. towards making a Turogike-Road from Cambridge to Ely, (if 
begun within a limited time,) invigorated that ſcheme ; which many were apt to conſider as im- 
|  pradticable: But the ſucceſs of it hath anſwered the moſt ſanguine 8 of it's advocates, 

and hath given octaſion to open other like communications from Ely in al directions. 
be Deſign: of, the New: Choir, ( 1118 XLIX.) was made by, and is now, executing under 
the direction © Mr. James Effex of Cambr chite&t; by whom the Kepairg 4 and Improvement | 


Among theſe-mult be mentioned, His e 8 in a manner rebuilt, ind make wry Iro! 8 
and; cor e * ere _ ads an expenſe of more than a * 
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pP RIORS of ELY, 
From the firſt founding of the Biſhoprick, A. D. 1 6h. 


2 i k Abby of ELY refounded by King Edgar, A. D. 9yo, bs the 3 
| of that King and many other ſubſequent. Benefactors, became poſſeſſed of ſuch 
conſiderable revenues, before the Norman Conqueſt, as to afford a very liberal main- 
tenance to an Abbot and Seventy Monks of the Benedictine Order. It continued in 
that ſtate about 239 years, under the government of Ten ſucceſſive Abbots; when it 
was, both by Regal and Papal authority, cotiverted to an Epiſcopal See in the 10 
of K. Henry I. A. D. 1109 ; and Hervey Biſhop of Bangor being tranſlated to 7 A 
became the firſt Biſhop of Ely. Soon after this change, the Monks, who according 
to the cuſtom of other Conventual Cathedrals in this Kingdom, conſtituted his 
Chapter, had a diſtinct part of the Abby Lands and Eſtates aſſigned them for their 
maintenance; and the Biſhop who ſucceeded 1 in the place of the Abbot, had the reſt 
4 the Eſtates, and with them alſo retained many of the Privileges, honours, and au- 
ofity which formerly belonged to the Abbot ; and indeed in many reſpects was 
jr jp miidered as their Abbot: but having the care of a Dioceſe added to that of the 
Monaſtery, the immediate government of the Monks devolved on the Prior; who 
„ut then the fiff Perſon in the Monaſtery, and held the ſame rank, as the Deans of 
other Cathedral Churches, in which the Chapters conſiſted of Secular Canons: He 
5 preſided in Chapter, was the Cos of the Order, and by his office was to inf pet the 
behaviour of the other Members of the Society, and to ſee that aff ETON 3 their 
duty i in their ſeveral places and ſtations. This chief Officer of the Monaſtery was at 
firſt put in by the *Bifhop, but afterwards came to be elected by the Monks : He had 
nur ber of Servants and Attendants to himſelf, and nkewiſe his prop er Hall, Cham- 
rs, jeceſſary apartments, fit for his Family, and diftin&t from thoſe of 


tie common Society, which were called the Prior's Lodgings ; where he kept hoſ- 
pi ſtality, and frequently invited the other members of the Society to his Table, oc- 
 cafionally; in cheir turns, or as he thought proper; and entertained all ſtrangers of 
rank coming to the Monaſtery; he was uſually ſtyled Lord Prior; and in ſome reigns 
of pur Kings, was ſummoned to ſit in Parliament. A Catalogue of thoſe perſons who 
ve held this Dignity, was publiſhed” by Mr. Wharton,* and ſince his time by 
MI. Mili; ſome miſtakes there are in alk. Which 1 haye endeavoured to retify 2 
but as they ſeem ſo nearly compleat, as to the number of the Priors, I think it only 
| needful further to ſay, that what corrections, alterations, anc additions e in 
| the following Catalogue, are founded on authentick Evidences. 


1. VINCENT was the firſt prior Ely after i it became a Biſhop's ee he died 19 


wn the life-tinte of Biſhop Hervey, and was ſucceeded by 


. HENRY, who continued Prior till 11335 and then either reſigned his Office, 
or was diſplaced; for it appears,” that Biſhop Nigellus, on his firſt coming to EH. 
Which Was tlie latter end of that year, gave t the Priorſhip to 3. WILLIAM, 
3 Ang. Sacr. v. i. p. 8 55 2 Mitred Abbies. v.i. p.272. 3 MS, Lib. Eien, lib. iii. cap. 47 


— 


2r6 HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE. | 

„WILLIAM, and he together with his Predeceſſor Henry* were both preſent 
on on jan. 5. following, i. e. the beginning of the year 1134, as Witneſſes to an account 
taken of the Treaſures and Ornaments of the Church. r long he continued 
Prior is uncertain, but his Succeſſor 


4. TOMBERT or THEMBERT appears to have been | poſſeſſed of that Dig- 
nity about the year 1144, and enjoyed it about nine or ten years; during which time 
he improved the Buildings of the Monaſtery, and added ſome Ornaments to the | 
Church ; and was ſacceeded by . 

3 ALEXANDER, a pious and learned Monk of 1 this Convent, who i 1s alſo 
commended for his knowledge in the Latin, French, and Engliſh Languages. He had 
ſome years before, in, 1140 or 1141, been at Rome, after King Stephen had taken 
into his hands the Biſhoprick of E;. having been ſent thither on that occaſion ; 
and brought back with him Letters 3 of Pope Innocent II, directed to the King, and to 
Henry Biſhop of Wincheſter and the reſt of the Biſhops. of England, to reſtore to the 
Church of Ely it's ancient Liberties, and to the Biſhop his poſſeſſions that had 
been taken from him. He became Prior of this Church about the year 11 54 ;4 
and tranſlated the Bones of ſeveral old Biſhops and Benefactors, from the old Con- 
ventual Church, where they had E00 been PROG, into che Cathedral Church, 
as taken notice of before. . 

8 SOLOMON, who had been Precentor of the Church, occurs Prior i in 1 116 3. 6 Y 
ſeveral years before the death of Biſhop Nigellus, who died in 1169; and was a 
Witneſs to divers Charters and Grants. of that Biſhop : he was preſent alſo at the 
Conſecration of his Succeſſor Geeffry Ridel at Canterbury Oct. 6, 1174; at which time 
happened . a conteſt between our Prior and Richard Archdeacon of Ely,7 concerning 
the right of Preſenting the Biſhop. Elect to the Archbiſnop for Conſecration; the 
Archdeacon grounding his right to it, as being by virtue of his office the Biſhop' $. 
Official; ; and the Prior aſſerting his right, - as having 1 in all reſpects the ſame dignity. 
and privileges in his, Conventual Cathedral, as the Deans had.i in all other Cathedral. 
Churches, where, the Chapters conſiſted of Canons : which, claim of the Prior as 
allowed and confirmed by the Archbiſhop, with the conſent of all his Suffragans 
then preſent. - — In the year 1177, ſoon after Eater, King Henry II, in his progreſs 
came to Ely, and there, being attended by a great many Biſhops, Earls, and Barons, 


held a Council on affairs of State; which being ended, he returned to London, in 
order to keep his Whitfuntide there; and at this Solemnity he 8 OO. 


Prior of Ely to the Abby of Thorney.® 3 On his promotion, 1 


">, RICHARD, Subprior of the Conyent,- was made Prior, viz. in the year, I 177. 
He was reckoned a Man of conſiderable learning, for the times in which he lived: 
and had been at Rome in the time of Pope Eugenius III, on the buſineſs of his Mo- 
naſtery. He . ſeveral Books, mentioned by Bale, and particularly ear WM 


2 his ſubſcrip tis eee et üs; Willielmo Priore, Henrico olim Priore, &c.! mw 
ca 46. 2 Ibid. cap. 60. 3 Ibid. capp. 61, 62. 4 Anpl. 0G vol. i. p. 683. 5 Seepag. 85, note 
„ Chartular. n penes Decanum & Capit. Elien. fol. 263. . Radulf. de DN Fang Hiſt. 
2 irs 35 Chton. Jo 9 vol AN 1128, "Cent, 6 c. 52. Boa 
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of the Church of Ely ; ſome account of this latter Work and. of the Author, is given 
by Mr. Wharton in Anglia Sacra, and by Dr. Cave in his Hiftoria Literaria.* The 
2 his death is uncertain: he was living after the Feaſt of St. Angrew 99 5 how 5 
long after that time, I do not find; but his Succeſſor, N | | 


8. ROBERT LONGCHAMP, occurs Prior in 1194.“ He was Brother to lliam 
Longchamp Biſhop of Ely, and by him promoted to this Priorſhip. In 1197, he was 
elected Abbot of St. Mary s in Tor; but 55 not think fit to give his full conſent ; hav- 
ing a view at the ſame time to the Abby of Weſtminſter 1585 vacant, which he hoped to 
obtain by the intereſt of his Brother the Chancellor, who was on his journey towards 
Nome; but his Brother dying Jan. 30. following at Poictiers in France; as ſoon as he was 
informed of it, he gave his conſent, and was inſtalled April 2. following. By this means 
the See of Eh and the Priory beeame both vacant, at the ſame time: And the King who 
was then in Normandy, ſent over Walter de Gutra Abbot of Waltham, and Richard Barre 
Archdeacon of Eh, with Letters to the Convent, and orders to proceed to an election 
of aBiſhop; to whom the Convent returned anſwer, That they could not. elect a Biſhop, 5 
without a Prior. . Whereupon Hubert Walter Archbiſhop of Canterbury 1h ued out 2 
Mandate to the Convent to elect themſelves a Prior; and then they elected 


JOHN DE STRATESHETE, about the end of Feb. 1 197-8, for their prior: v | 
wa Ke is the firſt Prior that came in by election; for before that time the Biſhops con- f 
ferted that office according to their will. Soon after he was made Prior, he and ſome of 
_ the al tr perſons of the Convent went over to the King who was at Walderoil in Nor- 


dy, and there elected Euſtace the Chancellor for their Biſhop, He was ſucceeded by 


10. HUGH, who, I find, was Prior Auno 1"* poft Coronationem Fobannis Regis, as 
the Date is expreſſed 1 in a Writing of that Age," and 1 Dre means Ou e 1200 
he allo occurs Prior in 1206; and after him, 1 
411. ROGER DE BRIGHAM became Prior Ce bots bas 1 * ab whilſt 

| Fafa was Biſhop of Ey; who Inſtituted ſeveral Perſons to the Churches of 
Wicham, Hank/ton, &c. on the Preſentation of Roger the Prior and the Convent of 
Eh. Reger continued Prior all the time of Biſhop Fobn de Fonti bus, and of Biſhop 
Geoffry de Burgh ; the latter of whom he ſurvived only a few weeks; dying. i in the 

| beginning of the year 1229, whilſt the Temporalties of the See were in poſſeſſic 
King's Officers; who laid hold on that occaſion, to ſeize for the King's uſe the revenues 
rs Priory, which had never been done before. However, the Monks on making ap- 
plication. to the King's Court, « obtained a Precept directed to the Keepers of the Tem- 
 , poralties, ordering the revenues of the Priory to be reſtored. About this time Pope a 


TR IX, by his Bull dated at Fe 2 June 12, 1229, onfir * an all the Rus 
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of the Prior and' Convent of Eh, among which i is that of electing their Prior: _ 


12. RALPH was confirmed Prior about Mar. 2 5 1229; ; and | find that the Biſhop 4 
and he had the adminiſtration of the Archdeaconry committed to them in Auguſt 
1233, by Giles Archdeacon of Ely „ Subdeacon and | Chaplain to Pope Gregory, IX: 
he appears alſo to have been Prior i in the year 12 3 5 and after him, 5 


13. WALTER occurs Prior on Wedneſday i in Eaſter-Week 1241. lle pads a 
Biſhop Nor wold and Biſhop Kilkenny, and was Prior when Hugh Balſham Sub-Prior of 
the Convent was elected Biſhop in 12 57.3 and was Witneſs to that Biſhop's Appro- 
priation of Stafham St. Mary to the Prior and Canons of Angleſey, dated at Downham 

Mar. 16, 1258-9,* and ſeems to have died May 13 following for his Succeſſor 


14. ROBERT DE LEVERINGTON vras Prior March the 6th 12 59-600 ; and 
died on the 12 of Sept. 1271. Wuereupon the King's Eſcheator took the Priory 
into the King's hands : but the Monks ſoon Py the King's Writ, dated Oct. 27, 
commanding him to reſtore. it to the Convent, as. having been, wrongfully ſeized, 1. 
On the demiſe of a Prior, it Was now uſual for the Convent to notify 1 to the Biſhop 
the vacancy, and deſire leave to proceed to an election — and after the election ſo 
made, to preſent the Elect for his Confirmation: and on this occaſion I meet with 
the Biſhop's $ Licence to the Sub-Prior and Convent, to elect E Prior, dated at 2 the 
Wedneſday a after the Feaſt of St. Matthew 1 1 in Purſuance of which, 

15, HENRY. DE BANCCIS. or. BANKS was elected Prior; he poſſeſſed. this => 
nity a little more than two years, and died in the month of December 1273; the 
Biſhop': s Licence for electing a new Prior being dated at Downham * the 27th of that 
| month. This Prior and likewiſe his Predeceſſor, ſat i in the Biſhop's ee Court 
. as Jr uſtices in Eyre, as appears by the Records cited PPP AIO0R 1 

..16...-JOHN DE HEMMINGSTON was elected Prior in Toney 2274-43 wok pre- 

ſided here near 15 years. The new Refectory or Common Hall, now the Deanery, 
which ſeems to have n begun to be built about the year ar 1270," was finifhed in 
this Prior's time. He died Nov. 9, 1288; and the Convent had the Biſhop's Licence 
to ele a ne * Prior, dated at EH the roth of the fame. month; whereupon 


| 1. C HN DE SHEPRETH was ks 12 f 4. he Pee but a a 00 time: ne; a 405 d 4 
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was ſucceeded by 3 
38: JOHN SALEM/ / 
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me year AL: W hether þ he was born. at Ehn * or at t Metre, I now Meldreth | in Contridge- 
Ms. Cotton. Tibgrigs) B,2.1:f0,258; Chart rs vet. penes Decan. & C 1 neee ce. 5 
5 MS. Regiſt. i. M. fo. 988. + Madox/Formulare.-ps W bs $1 51 Mali eſt Obitus Walteri 


Prioris, Obituarium Elien. MS. Cotton, Veſpaſian;.A. 6. 8 penes Decanum & Capit. 
Elien. fo. 0. 7 MS. Regiſt. Epi M. Das 17. 3 Ibid. fo.195 9: Ibid. 20.196. 0 Placita _ 
hp coram Roberto de-Leverington Priore Elien. Philippo * Lula, et Jordano D'aventer temp. 

Fer nung. &. , Plagita apud Ely coram Priore, et Waltero de Wilburgham, Roberto de 
i e de Ey, et aliis Juſticiar. Itinerant. ibidem Anno Reg. Henr. 562/incipiente, temp. Hug. 
Epi, & MS. Cotton. Veſpaſian. A. 19. fo. gg, ——<Finalis Concordia facta in Curia Dni Epi- 
Elyen, apud Ely, in Craſtino Animarom, Anno negni Regis Henr. fil. Regis Johannis 37 Coram 
Henrich de Bancis Priore de Ely, Roberto de Inſula, et Waltero de W Aberbam Juſticariis ipſius 
Epi Itiuerantibus, &c.” Ms. aid Ey. NM. f. 2 * MS. Lambeth. 448. pag. 9% 
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ire, cannot be determined with any certainty”; though it is probable it was at one 
or other of thoſe places; however, there is direct proof that his Father's Name was 
Salomon a Goldſmith at Ely, and who ſeems to have been a perſon of ſome note 
there; and that he had a Brother whoſe Name was Symor, * poſſeſſed of an eſtate in 
Steuchworth in the Tame County, (the Manor whereof then belonged to the Prior and 
Convent of Eh, ) which eſtate was afterwards given to, or purchaſed by the Convent; 
as appears by the evidences cited below. On the death of William de Luda in 1 298, 
he was elected Biſhop, by the major part of the Convent; but another party of the 
Monks having elected John de Langton the King's Chancellor, occaſioned much diſ- 
ſenſion among them; and what added to their embarraſſment, was the King's Offi- 
cers, (who were in poſſeſſion of the Temporalties of the See,) taking alſo poſſeſſion 
of the Priory. Whereupon the Prior and Convent, ſeeing what inconvenience they 
were ſubject to, every time the See became vacant, applied for redreſs; and though 
they met with ſome difficulties and delay; obtained at length, by a Fine of 1000 
Marks, the King's Charter, exempting the Priory from being again ſeized, by reaſon 
of the vacancy either of the See, or of the Priory. In the mean time the merits of 
the Election having been examined by the Archbiſhop, and Sentence ready to be 
given in favour of the Prior; the Chancellor appealed to the Pope. The event was, 
(as before related, ) that Pope Boniſace VIII annulled the election of them both, and 
on July 15, 1299, tranſlated Ralph Walpole Biſhop of Norwich to Ely, and promoted the 
Prior of Ely to the See of Norwich, who was conſecrated by Archbiſhop inchelſey, Nov. 15 
following. After his advancement to Norwich, he was raiſed to be Lord Chancellor? of 
England 1 in 1319, which high office he held three or four years. He died on July 6, 
1325, in the Priory of Folkfor in Kent, on his return from Paris, whither by, had en 
ſent on an embaſſy to the French King. On his promotion to Norwich, 

19. ROBERT. DE ORFOR vas elected Prior in 1299; and on the indie 
10 Biſhop Ralph Walpole, was by the Convent elected Biſhop of Ely, Apr. 14, 1302; but did 
not get poſſeſſion till neara year after, being obliged to take a journey to Rome, to ſup- 
port his claim. PopeBonzface VIII confirmed his election; and on his return to e. 
the King gave him poſſeſſion of the Temporalties Feb. 4, following: after which, 

220. WILLIAM DR CARE was — Prioys but died after he had preſided 
”_ ſeven weeks; and was ſucceeded by 21. JOHN 


This Symon de Ely, as he is called, was wad Labs of ki in 1 1 which he ex- 
| 5 7 5 10 that of Suffolk in 23113 and was ſucceeded in this latter Archdeaconry Mar. 28,1324, 
by Alan de Ely, another of his Brothers. See Le Neve's Faſt. p. 220, 222. — & Blomefield's Hiſt. 
Norf. v. ii. p. 339. Carta Symonis fil. Salomonis Aurifabri de Ely, de firma Terre in Steuch- 
worth, _ Johanni Priori Elien. Fratri ſuo et ejuſdem loci Conventui; z' -tenend; & habend. dic. 
terram, '&c. a Feſto Nativitatis Domini An. Reg. Edw. fil. Regis Hentici 220, uſque ad terminum 
40 annorum.“ Chartular: vet. penes ! Decan. et Capit. Elien. fo. 160.“ Carta Symonis fil. 
Salomonis Aurifabri, de conceſſione dicte terre, in. puram et Perpetuum Elemoſinam Do Johanni 
Priori Elien. Fratri ſuo et Conventui,” (ſine Anno.) Ibid. 3 Madox Hiſt. Exchequer. p. 669. 
4 MS. Regiſt. Epf. M. fo. 124. The Charter bears Date Oct. 26. Teſte the * at aeg An. 
Bes, * Leet in Cancell. Diti 1 apud Ebor. Term. 8. Trin. An. 289. 8 Page 15 God- 
p. 4 0 2 Kd dow built the Great Hall and Chapel | x longing 
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ſometime after Michaelmas 1338.3 On his reſignation, 


1 chaſed a Houſe at Co e anni ent "th 


21. JOHN-T DE > FRESINGPIELD; hg hl Prior on Tueſday after the 
feaſt of st Thomas 1303. He augmented the revenues of the Monaſtery, by the 


purchaſe of ſome conſiderable eſtates in land, in Eh, Nicbum, Surron, and Euer. 


which he appropriated to the uſe of his war ind He prefid: 


when growing ſomewhat infirm, he reſigned the Priorſhip Feb, 6, vs. arid. had 


a yearly Penſion, and other advantages, 660K convenient apartments in the Monaſ- 
tery aſſigned him for life; where he lived in retirement about 18 ours more; e 


22. JOHN DE CROUDEN, CRAUDEN, or CROWDEN,* was eledte Wb. 
and entered on his office May 20, 13211 He preſided here twenty years: during 


85 which time there were larger and more expenſive Buildings undertaken and carried on, 
than perhaps in any other equal period of time, ſince the foundation of the Church. 


The Chapel of St. Mary on- the North-ſide of the Preſbytery was juſt begun, the firſt 


ſtone of it being laid by Alan de Walfngham the Subprior on Lady-day 1321. Soon after 
this, on February 12 following, the great Tower in the middle of the Church ſuddenly 


falling down in the night, quite demoliſhed the Choir that was under it, and ſo much 
damaged the Arches of the Nave Eaſtward of the Tower, that they were obliged to be 
taken ws and rebuilt: beſides this, the Prior built a very handſome Chapel of ſtone 

vith lead, a'new Hall and Study adjoining to his Lodgings. Theſe great Works, 
all cri on at the ſame time, -muſt have been attended with a very large expenſe. 
N Wente as the Prior and Convent exerted their utmoſt abilities; they found ſuch 


5 aſſiſtance from others, as enabled them to compleat their deſigns; and in particularfrom 
15 1 Hotham and Montacite ; the former of theſe, with whom the Prior lived on the 


fly took upon himſelf the charge of building the three 


| Arches of the Prefoythcy Seng to the Dome and Lantern, 1550 lived to em 
finiſhed; and his Succeſſor Bp. Montacute was a moſt” 
4 1 which he ideen to oi Ks pt did not livets fre that deſign mu 


ning in-thoſe that were under him: he pur- 
ither ſome of his dee Ware in x order 


He died dense 25341 ; and 
„„ ; i Was 
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| Com t. Camerarii ad annum 4 Mr. Wharton, and from him Mr. Willis and others, call him 


Cranden, by an eaſy: miſtake of the u for n+ but as he. is exp reffly. called Crewden, Crawedes, and 


1 ſometimes Crauden, in the Rotuli Com and other Writing A Church in his ow time; there 


is no doubt, but his true Name was de C rowdea and that A his Name from Crowden a 
Village in Cambridgeſhire. the place of his birch; as was uſual, eſpecially with the Monks, in thoſe 


times. Not. Comput Theſaurar, ad annum. This Houſe was a few years after granted to 
W. Bateman Bp. of Norwich, who on the ſite den built part of Trinity Hall: and then the Ely 
Monks fixed themſelves on the other fide: . the Cam, with thoſe of Ramſty, Walden, and other 


Benedicines; thence called Monks College: 


part of Magdalen College now ſtands, T 


Notit. Monaſt. p. 52, 54. From the time of Prior Crowden, there was generally three. or four of 6" 
Ely Monks conſtamly reſiding at Cambridge, maintained there at the Convent expenſe, and regu- 
larly took their Degrees; after which they returned to the Convent, and others were 1 to 1 
n places: W 518 Oe W enen a . . 
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was buried in the Preſbytery at the feet of Biſhop Hotham, under a we Marble inlaid 
| with unt whereon was formerly inſcribed this Epitaph; 
: % Hanc: Aram decorat de Crauden tumba* ohannis, WE 
* a 1 Fee hic Prior ad bona pluria, pluribus anni. | Hl 
Prall hunc Sedes elegit Pontificari; k 
Preſulis ante pedes 1deo meruit tumulari.” | 
23. ALAN DE WALSINGHAM, Sacriſt of the Monaſtery, was elected Prior 
Oct. 25, 1441, confirmed by Biſhop Montatute, Nov. 19, and Inſtalled the next day 
- by the Biſhop himſelf in perſon," His knowledge and {kill in mechanical Arts, ſeems 
to have given riſe to that reputation he afterwards attained. The firſt mention I find 
made of him, is in the year 1314, by Va Ifngham the Hiſtorian,* who occaſionally 
ſpeaks of his ſkill in Goldſmith's work; he was then one of the junior Monks of 
this Church. But afterwards turning his mind to the ſtudy of Architecture, he be- 
| came one of the moſt eminent Architects of his time. In 1 321, he was Sub- prior, 
and on Lady- day that year laid the firſt ſtone of St. Mary's Chapel, as before obſerv- 
ed: in December following, being made Sacriſt, he had by this office the care of the 
fabrick of the Church; and the accident that happened to the Church ſoon' after, by 
the fall of 'the great Tower, taken notice of before; afforded an ample field for the 
diſplay of his genius. The idea he formed of erecting a lofty ſpacious Octagon, 
crowned with a Dome and Lantern, in the place of the old Tower, was-new and un- 
common; he had no model to follow: the difficulties attending ſuch a ſtructure, 
and an original in it's kind, did not however deter him from attempting it: and his 
ſucceſs in the undertaking, is a proof of his ſuperior ſkill, a Monument that till 
exiſts, of his abilities in Architecture: For that he himſelf was the Deviſer of that 
Work, and acted throughout as principal Architect, is elear from the account that 
is given of it 33 and is moreover confirmed by his Epitaph: and though there is no 
direct proof that he gave the Plans of St. Mary's Chapel, and Biſhop Hotham's new 
building, yet I think it is not at all improbable but he did: and John de Wiſbech+ 
one of the Monks, who is with commendation recorded to have had the overſight of 
St. Marys Chapel, whilſt it was in building, was, I apprehend, Overſeer under him.” "hat 
the Choir was begun by the {ame eminent Awg erde whilſt he was Sacriſt, and fi 
q ITO me, we learn from: logi wi wrote when he was erde. 
ele os gui regnarum vidibir of i ich mm JJJV%%% 093 Seer 
Hunc ſeitate Chorum pre cunctit efſe We | V 
Quem Frater Alanus fecit Conſtructor humans, | 
Tunc Sacriſta pius, nunc Prior egregius.” © EI bog | 
: | Beſides the great works about the Church, he was dee u eee 
in the. buildings of the Monaſtery, both whilſt he was Saeriſt, and after he became 


Prior: the Sacriſt's Office he almoſtnew duilt, made ſeveral additional apartments in it, 
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compaſſed the whole with a ſtrong the North-weſt corner of which he 
- built a ſquare building of ſtone; and 8 it with le d; part of this he appropriat- 
. 10 che uſe of Galdimith's work. and far other purpoſes relative. to * Office: ba 
tte other 


eg un 655 4232 2 Tho. Walfingham Hiſt- Ang. Ede: Uh: pitt 204: 42 Ang. r. 
v. i. p. 644- , Idid. p. 651, — John de Wiſbech held the office of Cuſtos Capellæ B. Mari, from 
the time the Chapel was bet o his death, which happened in July 46 * 1 . 2 1 

about which time the LION * "ey a 5 "MS. SUE, TR 7 A. 1. 
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Other Bailding taken notice of as built by him, was contiguous to the Infirmary; it was 

of ſtone, covered with lead, and had convenient offices under it, chiefly intended for 

the uſe of the Cuſtos of the Infirmary. In his time alſo, Bells were firſt put up in the 

Fi: "BD greatWeſtern Tower. Four of the largeſt were caſt by Maſter bn de Ghocefter, Founder, 

in the ear 1 1346: the names and weight of which were theſe, Mary weighing 2180, 

Jobn 2704," Jeſus 3792," and Waljingham 6280,* And notwithſtanding theſe great ex- 

penſes in building, during his adminiſtration; he made ſeveral conſiderable Purchales 

of Lands and Eſtates, in the mean time; particularly the Manor of Brame near Ey, 

and the Manor of Mepal in the e of Ely; both which he added to the revenues of 

the Monaſtery, and which are till in the poſſeſſion of the Church. On the \ vacancy 

of the See of Eh in 1345, by the death of Biſhop Montacute, the Convent unani- 

5 mouſly elected their worthy Prior to ſucceed him; but Pope Clement VI. without 

Lal paying any regard to the merits of his perſon, or their right of Election, con- 

| _ "ferred it by way of Proviſion, on Thomas L Ile, as taken notice of before." He 

8 lived, however, many years after that; for he occurs Prior i in I 36 3» 37 Edward III. 

and probably died the year following, viz. 13643 as ſeems to be intimated by his 
Epitaph; in which alſo the place o This! interment is  obſcurely Tee at; 3 but * 

+ | exact ee is not eaſy to be aſcerta; ned. His ee al was Sooke (8: | 


ee Operatorum, dum vivit corpore ſanu nm, & 


| 18 85 Hic jacet ante Clorum Prior en tumulatus eier F 
: | PO. - das bis. dents UVIVENS. ui. th/e. Sari ita, pg 6 1 ; "be 118777 5 WD t Ce CEO ; 
| Plus tribus hi 1 2 lenis Prior ERS 2 erfe cit er N; I. . , 7 
: © Sacritariam quaſe f funditus edificavit; 125 5 
5 Miephale, Brame etiam huic Ecclefie cumu ir; ;, . 
75 l veteri Turre, que guadam nocte cadebat, 
1 (ot Hane 5 Rd — quam cernitit lic AC Y b at N 2 15 * Ho 5 ; f 
7 plures es.quia fecerat ipſe Priori, e 1 won 
Detur ei Sedes Cel Pre fine labors," 3 
24. ' WILLIAM HATHF IELD. ſeems to have been ** immediate Saseler to 
Prior Wa Jingham ;+ however, it was. only. a little while; $: for Nn a 
23. J0 HN BUC TON occurs Prior in 1366,8 and held chat office. Shove ie Thirty 
Pee in Las ba times 0 # Biſhops rende, mee ndel, * Furdbam; the latter of 


e. vt far a the Prior. and Convent was held 1; was am to Yo built 


in this Prior's time; and was in building at the time of his death; Hach 8 8 
in the year 1397. He was ſucceeded b 3 


26, WILLIAM WALPOLE, who was elected | Prior before i 10, 1397 2 8 

* was in poſſeſſion of that office Sept. 20; 1 07; at which time this Church Was 

vie: by Archbiſhop Arundel, He reſigned ſoon after, and was ſucceeded by 

„ 27 WILLIAM POWCHER, Abbot of Walden in Eſer. He had been a Monk of 

El, and was Bar dad rd N nme 1 1390, in which year he was elected Abbot of 

; uitted Na | Pre Tm nt rs af 8 elected 

5 Prior 

Page 160, Chart. n, . Cotten T. K. 1. Char. 

Pet. e & Capit. 5 237; ” + Ibid. fo 237 7. 1. Re Fordham. fo. 9. Rot. Comput. 

bel urari ad annum. N coo rod. ba P. 90 A 5 Ih, 126. F * Neweourt's 
Aber v. li. p. 62 TI ; 
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Prior by the Monks of Eh, and fo returned to his old Houſe. During his adminiſtration, 
the Pillars and Arches which ſupport the Great Weſtern Tower of the Church, were 
begun in 1405, to be repaired and ſtrengthened by a caſing of ſtone, in the manner 
ve no ſee them. This Prior in 1413, firſt obtained of Pope Jobn XXIII, the privilege of 
wearing the Mitre, and the uſe of the Paſtoral-Raff, and other Pontifical ornaments, to 
| himſelf and his Succeſſors. In his time alſo, the great Controverſy that had long ſub- 
ſiſted between the Biſhop, and the Prior and Convent; relating to ſpiritual juriſdiction, 
and claims of privileges in their ſeveral Manors, and other matters, was finally deter- 
mined by Reference, Dec. 13, 1417. Soon after which, I ſuppoſe, he died; for 


28. EDMUND WALSINGHAM occurs Prior Auguſt 14, 1418: 5 and held that 
Dignity alſo in 14243 and I find that on Oct. 8, that year, he appointed his Proxy ! 

in Parliament called to meet on Nov. 12 folloving, to "AY he had been ſummon- 

ed... He was ſacceeded by 


29. PETER DE ELY, who, I apvicticnd OM ſeveral bent was elected 
Prior in April 142 5: on the 24th of which month, he conſtituted Robert Wetheringſote 
Arehdeacon of Ely, John Hales one of the King's Juſtices, and Richard Tretharapp 
Clerk; his Proxies in the Parliament which was to meet the laſt day of that month. 5 The 
ſame year the See of Ely became vacant by the death of Bp. Fordham on Nov. 19; and on 
Jan. 5, following, the Convent unanimouſly elected him for their Biſnop: s but before he 
could be confirmed, Pope Martin V, by his Bull of Proviſion, tranſlated Philip Morgan 
Biſhop of Worceſter to Eh, He continued Prior July 10, 1429:7 And his Succeſſor 


30. WILLIAM WELLS Bac. Dec. ſeems to have been elected in 1430; on the 
iſt of October this year, he conſtituted Proxies to appear for him, in a Cauſe de- 
pending m the Archbiſhop' s Court of Canterbury. He enjoyed this Dignity above 
Thirty years; and was cited to Convocation held May 3, 1460.9 After n 


31. HENRY PETERBOROUGH occurs Prior July 10, 1462 ;* and continued 
ſo till July 26, 1478, on which day he reſigned; u having on Feb. 14th'preceeding 

been ſtruck with the palſy, and rendered incapable of diſcharging his office. Where- 

a upon the Convent aſſigned Him a yearly penſion « of 407. For himſelf” his Chaplain, 
and Ser rants ; with' a'Cl 


1amber'in the TInfi rrivary, and other rd | He lived to 
1 Aug. 10, 14805 and then died. On his reſignation, 123 0 


32. ROGER WESTMIN: STER; Sacrift of the Church, was elected Privr « on | öh 
28, 1478, and inſtalled the next day.“ He continued to adminiſter the Sacriſt 8 office : 
ſive or ſix years after he became Prior; having, it ſeems, begun ſome great repairs about 
the Weſtern Tower of the Church, before his election. In 1495, Oct. 12, he appointed 
Mr. William Doughty tlie Biſhop's Official, and Robert'C toy 1 Cellerer, and Wilkam mi- 
thjey, TOTO oy his Convent, Ko 447525 for him! in \ Convocation, on. 1 19, and to excuſe 

| than Fol, ere es bis 
. 2 Regiſt, Epr Elie 8 MY i; 129. See Page 167. LA he Aus waere Page 27 of 5 Ap- 
pendix. Reg. Epi Elien. B. We 4 Ibid. fo. 1 76, 143. Ib. Angl. Sacr. v. i, p. 667. 
7 . vet. penes Dec. & Capit. ps 152. Regiſtr. Epr Elien: B. fo. 1 175 146. Regiſt. Gray, 

This Prior, it is likely, died ſometime in the year 1462, as I judge by the following Ex- 
rom Downham Court Rolls, in a MS of Bp. Wren, viz. © Priore de Ely mortuo, novus — 


i | ain itur ad faciendam fdelitatem.” Rot. Cur. nham 2 Edw. iv. Cie. * 1 30 "Our" 
£< 110. Angl. Sacr. v. i Þ. * * Thid. p. 673, 666. 


— 


224 HISTORY AND ANTIQ C1TIES/ OF THE: i. 
his OE on account of Sickneſs : the ſame excuſe he likewiſe ſent; Jan. 1 3. iin 


1496-7. He was Prior above 20 years; for I find that he, with the Convent, * 
ſented a Clerk to the Vicarage of Meldretb, Nov. 15, 1499.3 He was ſucceded by - - 

33- ROBERT COLVILE, who was Prior Oct. zo, 1 500; at which time che Church 
of Ely was viſited by the Chapter of Canterbury.“ He appears alſo to have been Prior 
Aug. 15, 1510; on which day he and the Convent preſented a Clerk to the TOO of | 
Stapleford; 5 and ſhortly after, as I conceive, he reſigned his office; 8 | 

34. WILLIAM WITLESEY occurs Prior Sept. 27, 1510 * and again Us 
Mar: 20, 1513: and Mr. Wharton aſſures us, that he was Prior in 1515, when the 
| Church was viſited by Archbiſhop Farham.* However, there is room to doubt, 

whether it might not be another #i//iam who was Prior in 1515, namely, = 
_ 35. WILLIAM FOLIOTT, the time of whoſe admiſſion I find not; but he 
certainly was Prior in the beginning of the year 1516; as appears from Biſhop F/z/'s 
Regiſter,” in which is inſerted the whole proceſs of the election of a new Prior, on 
his reſignation; to which election all the Monks were cited, (and among the reſt 

Robert Colvyle and William Witleſey, who, 1 take 1 it, were the to, 827 had 2 Frier ; 
and had reſigned;) on March 29, 1516; on which day 


36. JOHN COTTENHAM was elected Prior, and ee hi Biſhop 1. 
April 1, 1516. He died before the year 1 1842, and was ſucceeded by 


37. ROBERT WELLS, otherwiſe 8 EWARD, who was the laſt Prior of this 
Church: the former of theſe Names he probably took from the place of his 
birth, and the latter was his Family Name. In the year 1536, he was nominated 

with William More Bach. Decr. a Maſter in Chancery, and 2: p30 by Biſhop Good- 
rich to the King, for one of them to be elected Suffragan Biſhop; but the King 
made choice of the latter, Who was accordingly conſecrated” by the title of Biſhop of 
Colcheſter. When the King and Parliament, in the year 539, had reſolved on the 
ſuppreſſion of Monaſter in general, as one neceſſary ſtep towards a Reformation 
of Religion; our Prior readily complied with thoſe meaſures; and not c only; penfilad- ] 

ed the Monks of his own Convent, but was very active in bringing over other Ab- 
bots and Priors to ſurrender their Houſes to the King. Accordingly on the 18th of 
| November that year, he and the Monks of the Convent ſurrendered the whole "ff 
of the Monaſtery of El, with all their Goods and Chattels, and all Eſtates, Rents, 
Profits, and Revenues ** thereto belonging, into the hands of the King's Commiſſio- 
ners for the King's uſe, by an Inſtrument ſealed with the Convent. Seal, and ſub- 
ſcribed by their hands. After which the Prior and Monks had each of them 
ſions aſſigned for life, or until they were provided for by ſome preferment, of as 
great or greater value than their Penſions. The late Prior had an «ppoin nent of 

189% a Jour 3 and was made Guardian of the Goods, Plate, Ornan nd Fu 


ne dl Epi Eten h. f. 170. 1, bid. #0. 150, 1396. „ Ibid. 60.165 ee ; 
vi. p. 28 8 Regiſt; Err lk fo. 186. Ibid. ©7 Ibid: fo. 187. "2 Ang''s "Sh v. i. p. rel 
9. Fo. 55» 56. „ Ibid. + Angl. Sacr. v. I. p.685. * The Annual revenues of the Pri | 
at this time commpnet at 10841 54. 9d. N to: Jugdalc $ _ 2 ine 42 1. 
Speed. Tanner's — W P 25. . F 1 
3 25 FR 4 ho F . 193 4 5 29 71 5 IT Fa 1 . 4 
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AN INVENTORY OF THE 


PLATE, JEWE LS; and ORNAMENTS of the CHURCH, 
Ft belonging to the Jate PRIORY at ELY, 


| Which were left! in the cuſtody of Mr. ROB ERT WELLS Guardian there, after the 
Surrender of the Monaſtery into the King's hands, (made Nov. 20. 31 Hen. VIII.) 

excluſive of what had been taken away for the King's Uſe. — From a MS. in 
the N of SER. Chriſti College, Cambridge, Miſcell. xx. 22 341. 


| In the Ve eftrye, Fowells 

G [LT PLATE; Inprimis, A pair of gret Candleflicks gilt, weying 80 unces. 
lien, a Pix gilt weying 17. A flonding Monſtral for the Sacrament with in a 
pynne of tre in the botom, 124. A Croſs gilt with a fote of coper, 94. One Croſs with 
a Staff weying 175 un. An other Croſs without Mary and fohn, with a Staff, 88. 
A gilt Chalice with a Patent enameled, 73. Six other Chalices with Patents, 124. Three 
pair of Senſers with Chaynes white, 123. Two gilt Crewetts, 13. A Cryſmatory of lether, 
605 3 boxes of Silver not weyd. A Ball filver and gilt, 14. A Chalice and two Cruetts - 
gilt 37. — GILT AND WHITE; A Holi Water-pot with a flick weying 51. A peyr off 
| Candlefticks with a pece of wode in the fote of one of them, 71. Two white Baſons, 80. 
7 Two we I 3 A Ship lacking @ cover, 11. —— In all, 11 88 unces, 


| Ornamentes in. the Veſtrie. 


Brads 4 Sure of 101 Hiem⸗ with three Coopes. Item, A Sute of courſe er with thee 
 Coopes ſutable. A Sute of red velvet imbrodred with flowers. A Sute of rede velvet with ſmall 
lyons of perle, with 2 Coopes ſutable. Four Copes of red filke full of ymagerie. A Sute of old 
bawdkyn, red and grene, with 8 Copes ſutable. 4 Copes of old bawidiyn. A Sute of white 
damaſte imbrodred with Angels, and 11 Copes ſutable. A Sute of old ul 29 filke with garters, 
and 2 Copes ſutable. A Cope of white filke with jeſſey rotes and prophetes. A Cope of white. 
 bawdkyn with birds of gold. Tuo Copes of old white bawdkyn with. offers of red tiſſewe. 
A Suteof old white bawdkyn mixte with flowers, and one Cope ſutable. ASute of blew velvet 
 - imbrodred with flowers, and 3 Copes ſutable. A Cope of blewe bawdkyn with lyons of gold 
0 and unicorns white, A Sute F old grene bawdkyn, with 2 Copes futable. A Cheſable of blew, 
4 red Pall for the Sepulture. Two Ve mente of white damaſke with croſſes. A Sute of black” 
velvet with egles. Twenty Albes with ther apparels. Three Corporaſſe Caſes with one Corporaſſe, 
One old Cope of diaper, filk. Four Copes of bles v damaſee with flowers. A Sute of blew bawdhyn 
' avith birds and croſſes of gold, with 6 Coopes futable, ACope of blew bawdkyn with birds and 
| beaſts of gold. An old Cope of red velvet with 2 Tinnicles. A Sute of old yellow filke and 
i Wee A Sute of old black velvet with a Cope. A Tinnicle of blew tifſew. A Sute of 
| velust, Bios Ne gift. An Altar-Front of blew velvet imbrodred with 
eh. A Front of white damaſte with roſes. A Front of crimi ſſen velvet, white lyons 
Fo tt, 4 Fut of yellow fit with gold, Eight old Stooles and 5, Phannans.' An old 
Veſlement of red tiffſew inbroidred with gold. 4 Sute of red velvet with offers and ſpredeglet. 


Two white Tinnicles of damqſte with flowers of gold. A Angle Veſtement of grene velvet. 5 


5 2 T innicke f * Hyned with ys Alle. — Albes with it Apparells, 
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of Fed Jes e 4 Warn N e 


r 2042s 


2s '4 PR FR 7 e, 2 e 3 "Cheſtes, one Chair, 2 old Duyſbins, Awndiern, and a pa 
Nong. Two pulliet of braſs, with 2 iren pynnes. An old Baſyn and Euer "off prove, and | 
an hanginge Love ay Sn 
woꝛith the offers of gold. A Veſtement of white damaſhe' 


r 


A 
GOA 
Y * 


weib an Albe. & Jglenent called the Lent 


wih a frontletof the ſame. Four Albes with th. Apparels., 
 brodred.. Certain Scrolles & Pho ms. A Sawterboke mich, claſdes of fer * 4 pay / : 
2 ee the cas wich 4 ka fort the ng 4 als 1 . and a banging . 178 
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Twenty Albes without Apparells. A great Tapytt of red to he afore the altar, with white 
Foſes and pomegarnetts. . Another old blew Tapytt. A Front of red and grene bawdykin 
with ſwannes of gold. Five old fingle Albes. A Tinnicle of blew ſarſenyt. Five Tinnicles 
and a n, of Oe of diverse colors with firakes. Seven great dia | 


| e Byfbape Per e 
. 4 fagle Ve W of. cloth of gold. A Veſtement of clothe of gold, damazke Give. P 
Angie Veftement of clothe of tifſew. An Altar Clothe and a Fronte of clothe of gold. A 
Corporaſſe with 2 Cafes of red and yellow bawdykyn. An Ws of black —_— with 
4 MY _ A fingle Veſtement of blew fitke. 

5 In Byſhope Alcoks Chaph. * 13 
An Altar Cheb of bawdkyn.. A gilted Table upon the Altar. A Cheaſeatle 7 1 5 | 


with a Croſs of rede velvet and ſcalope ' ſhelles. A fingle Veftement of grene Velvet with 


four deluces. - A fingle V. eftement of blew tifſew with a rede Croſs ef tifſew. A my 


FVeſtement of white bawdhyn with a Croſſe of” blew. An Altar th ws hos * pa 4 A 


Jingle V. —_ of white 2 imbroidrede with lily potts., M lt hes 

. e In the Quyer. CCC 
18 . of Gaunt and 6 Lether Stoles with iren to ht apon 10 15 8 N great 
Laten Candleflicks | before the baſe -altar, and 2 other Wy ren, Two _ " Frontes, one e of 


; blewe e ge _ * ler yp grene baudlhnn. 


To the. Highe Aue. | „ 


Fo * d e imbrodred with fwannes. Thirteen 1 Altar Chthet 25 and 4 Two | 
rede Tappets to lye afore the altar, with roſes and fowres, and other of blew. A Pall of fille 


for an Altar. A Aandyng lecture A W ny" an nk oth Ki wo 1 7 wc 27 _ 


A 1 gl v 5 deer of grene Hrs, with an Abe. . 4 5 ol a a Merit 41 F "Front 


In the i Lady GE 


. phy of FE as 2 ties Candlefticks. 255 Altar-Front lf, + 3 poke fonts; yn. 


Two old Tapetts, one rede, tb other white. A paer of litle laten Candlefi Ar A V. e 4 


by white bawdiin. N e of tinſon and 2 old Quysſhins.. 1 F 


; 3 | ö | be | 5 8 | | be 
Ladie Chaphe Chamber. |, . Sw 
PHASE ; 8 . 1 V 3 - of 


ver of laten, Two Quys/hins of old ft. 'A Vngle Veſtement « 


port. Four. Cheaſables of le 
Veflement.. Certeyn Lynnen Clothes * the 1 Lent. 
Five white Altar Clothes, 2 Towels, one g of ad 4 Fronte for the Altar f white bawdlyn, 
. Tae Corporaſſes with caſes im- 


of the ſame. 4 Veſtment of white bawdtyn with Jil 
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